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The COMMITTEE appointed to enquire into tire 
Tolls on the Grand Canal of Ireland, and what Meafures 
have been adopted, or may be adopted, for their Reduction ; and 
to report the fame, together with their Obfervations thereupon, 
to the Houfe ; — Have, purfuant to the Order of the Houie, exa- 
mined the Matter to them referred; and have come to the 
follow ing REPORT: 

Y OUR Committee, after a careful perufal of the / fever al Acts 
of the Parliament of Ireland relative to the fubjedt matter before 
.them, and weighing the Evidence contained in the feveral papers referred 
to by the Houfe, obferve that in, the year 1789 the fum of £. 200,000 
was granted by the Irilh Parliament for the purpofe of encouraging- 
inland Navigation, under certain regulations in relpedl to I oil and 
other matters, as appears by the Adt of the 29th year of His prefent 
Majefty, chapter 33, whereby the liim of jf- 57 ’ IO ° was granted to the 
Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, on condition of their 
reducing the Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin 
by the Grand Canal from any place ten miles below Athy and Banagher, 
or the Shannon and Bairow (fofoonas the Navigation of the laid Rivers 
refpedtively lhall be completed) *, but that the Tolls on that part of the 
faid Canal which paffes through the counties of Kildare, King’s and 
Queen’s Counties, and which affedts parts of the. counties of Tipperary 
and Galway, have not been reduced, and Rill remain at the high rate of 
Three Pence per ton per mile : That, in purfuance of the policy fo fre- 
quently recognized by the Irilh Parliament, the faid Paliament did, by an 
Adi palled in the 40th year of His prefent Majefty, grant a further fum 
of 500,000 for promoting Inland Navigation in Ireland, and placed the 
fame under the diredtion of certain Commiffioners to be appointed under 
the faid Adtby the title of “ Diredtors General of Inland Navigation .;” 
and it appears that Ihortly after the appointment of the faid Diredtors 
General, they did, in purfuance of the powers veiled in them, enter 
into a negociation with the Diredtors of the Grand Canal Company, for 
the purpofe of purchaling a portion of the Tolls on the faid Canal; and 
that the faid Diredtors General offered the laid Grand Canal Company 
the fum of £. 130,000 for the redudtion of the laid Tolls from Three 
Pence to One Penny per ton per mile on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Pota- 
toes ; but the Diredtors of the Grand Canal requiring a much larger lum, 
.no agreement took place : That in the month of March laft the negocia- 
tion being again renewed, the faid Grand Canal Company offered to 
reduce their Tolls on the enumerated Articles from Three Pence to One 
Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile, on condition of receiving for the 

fame 
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fame the fum of £.17-5,000'; and the Directors General, in ahfwer 
thereto, then hated, “ That the unengaged portion of the Parlia- 
mentary Grant fhould be in the fieri place applied to objefts appearing 
to the Board to be of great national importance ; and that they appre- 
hended that the remainder of the' prefeut Grant would fall too fiiort of 
the expectations of the Grand Canal Company.” — It alfp appears to 
Your Committee, that the faid Directors General have agreed to pay to the 
Proprietors of the Royal Canal the fum of £.95,866 for the reduflion 
of the Tolls on Com, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes to be carried on 
their Canal, from One Penny Halfpenny to One Penny per ton pet- 
mile (which Canal at prefect extends 081/ 22 Irifh miles). — That it 
appears to Your Committee, from the geographical -nutation of the 
Grand Canal palling through the heart of Ireland, and leading from the 
Capital to the river Shannon in one line, and to the river Barrow in ano- 
ther, and extending in thefe different dire&ions 123 Englilh miles, that 
it would be an objetl of great Public benefit to-have the Tolls on the faid 
Canal generally reduced, mafmuch as the faid Redu&ion would operate 
as a very material encouragement to Agriculture, and would promote 
the eXtenfion of Inland Navigation, by encouraging other Canals to be 
made branching off in different dire&ions from the main Trunk of the 
faid Canal, and the faid Redu&ion would at the fame time relieve the 
King’s and Queen’s Counties, county of Kildare, and confiderable parts 
of the counties of Galway and Tipperary, from the unequal Toll to 
which the produce of thofe Counties is ,at prelent liable, and from which 
inequality the Reduction of Toll on the Royal Canal can afford them no 
relief, on account of the great diftance by land-carriage from the faid 
Counties to any part of the Royal Canal, and on account of the great 
difficulty of navigating Lough Rhea, which place lies between the faid 
Counties and the Royal Canal : - And the Directors General having Rated 
'that their remaining Funds would be inadequate to fatisfy the Grand 
Canal Company for the Reduction of their Tolls, after providing for; 
fuch other important objeHs as they had in view, Your Committee are ■ 
apprehenfive, that, fhould the Company be willing to confent to fuch a 
Redu&ion upon reafonable terms, it {till would not be poffible to dice!, 
this defirable purpofe without the further Aid of Parliament. 
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Correfpondence between The Dir.eHors General of Inland Navigation 
and The Grand Canal Company of Ireland ■, on the fubjedt of 
lowering the Tolls on the Grand Canal, &c. 30th September 1 
2800 to 8th November 1804 - - - pp. 15 to 56. 

Appendix (C.) 

Further Correfpondence between the faid Bireftors General and 
The Bireliors .of the Grand Canal and Royal Canal Companies ; 

Viz. 

1. Copy of all Correfpondence between The Dire Bars General of Inland Navigation 

in Ireland and The Directors of the Grand Canal Company of Ireland , fince 
the 3 1 ft of Odlober 1 803 ; together with all Accounts and Statements enclofed 
or accompanying the fame - pp. 57 to 153. 

2. Copy of all Correfpondence between The DireBors General of Inland Navigation 

in Ireland and The DircBors of the Royal Canal Company of Ireland, fii.ee the 
31ft of Odlober 1803 ; together with all Accounts and Statements enclofed 
■or accompanying the fame - pp. 154:0 iS*. 
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JovtSy 30° die Man 1 8 o 5 . 

Examination of RICHARD GRIFFITH, Efquire, 

Chairman of the Grand Canal Company. 

O EVERAL Afts paffed.in the Parliament of Ireland, relative to the Grand Canal, 

4 / were read. 

Then Mr. Griffith delivered in to the Committee the following Statement of 
circumftances relating to the Grand Canal: 

“IN the year 1715., the Iriffi Parliament palled an Aft, appointing certain Mr.. Griffith. 

“ Commiffioners to regulate and promote Inland Navigation, as appears by Aft t- 

“ aGeo III. c. 12. Thefe Commiffioners not being poflefl'ed of Funds, effedted little 
“ or nothing; and in the year 1729 the Parliament pa-fled another Adi, granting certain 
« Duties on Carriages, Cards, Dice, and wrought Plate, amounting in value to about 
*< £.7,000 per annum, and appropriating the fame (under the directions of the laid 
« Commiffioners) to the encouragement of Inland Navigation in Ireland, as appears 
« by Adt 3 Geo. II. cap. 3. ; and the faid Commiffioners were by Adt 25th Geo. II. 

“ cap. 10. eredted into a Corporation for promoting and carrying on Inland Navi- 
« gation in Ireland. Some time in the year 1756, the faid Corporation, in purluance 
-« of the powers veiled in them by the faid recited Adts, commenced the Grand 
« Canal, whofe objedt was to make a navigable communication between Dublin and 
“ the River Shannon and Barrow, and the faid Corporation carried on the faid 
“ work for feveral years out of the Funds above-mentioned ; but the Gentlemen who 
“ compofed the Corporation not being well acquainted with the bufmefs which they 
“had undertaken, committed feveral moll ferious nvftakes, as -well in the line of 
“ country which they adopted for the Canal, as in the too large fcale upon which the 
“ work was commenced, in confequence whereof it was found that the Money that. 

“ had been expended by the faid Corporation was aftually thrown away ; and in the - 
year 177 2, Parliament deemed it expedient to relinquilh the faid works ; and by an 
« A ft paffed in the nth and 12th year of His prefent: Majefty’s Reign, cap. 31. 

“ intituled, “ An Aft for enabling certain perfons. to carry on and complete the 
“ Grand Canal,” the faid works were conveyed over to the new Subfcribers, who 
« under the authority of the faid Aft, undertook to carry on and complete the fame 
“ on their own account, and they were by the faid Aft entitled to levy certain Tolls, 

“ viz. x,d. per ton per mile on all Goods and Commodities wbarloevc-r, carried on the 
“ faid Canal, as by the faid Aft will more fully appear. And it appears by an 
“ Account laid before the Houle of Commons this Seffion of Parliament, that the faid 
“ Corporation expended of the Public Money on the faid Canal, the fum of 
« £.76,361. ior. 4i.fi the further fum of £.3,000. of debt incurred on the faid 
“ work before the fame were conveyed over to the prefent Undertakers, And the 
« Corporation above-mentioned (who, although they relinquilhed the carrying on 
“ of the laid Grand Canal, were ftiil allowed by Parliament to retain the Funds 
appropriated to the encouragement of the Inland Navigation, and which -were then 
“ called the Tillage Duties) entered into an agreement with the new Undertakers 
'“.of the Grand Canal, to pay them, as an encouragement lor carrying on this great 
“ national work, one-fixth part of their expenditure thereon, of which however 
“ the Undertakers never received more than £.2,500, alt. ough the fum of £.9,912 
“ wus duc.t-o them by the faid Corporation, in puifuauce .of this agreement. At 

“ lerigeh. 
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Mr Griffith, -^length,' in the year 1787, Parliament not being altogether fatisffed with "the mode 

’ f< purfucd by the faid Corporation for adminiftering the Funds appropriated to the 

“ encouragement of Inland Navigation, did, by an Aft paffed in the 27th of His 
“ prefent Majefty, cap. 30. abolilh the faid Corporation ; and by an Act paffed in 
“ the 25th of His prefent Majefty, cap. 33. intituled, “ An Aft for the protection 
“ and encouragement of Inland Navigation,” the appropriated Duties above-men- 
“ tioned were repealed, and in liey .thereof the -film of £.200,000. in £.4. per cent. 

“ debentures, was granted and appropriated to the encouragement of Inland Navi- 
“ gation in Ireland, to be paid to the Undertakers of different Canals, on certain con- 
ditions and (Emulations therein mentioned ; and out of this film of £.200,000, the 
3 ‘ fum of£.57,ioo. was granted to the Undertakers of the Grand Canal, on condition 
et that they ihould reduce their Toll from 3 d. to i f d. per ton per mile, on all Corn, 
ct Meal, Male, and Flour, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal from a diftance of 
<c ten miles below All\y on the River Barrow, and ten miles below Banagher on 
« the River SHarfnon refpeftively. In the year 1800, the Parliament of Ireland, 

<c finding that the laft-mendoned fum of £. 200,006. was inadequate to the great 
“ object of making the River Shannon navigable, improving the Port and Harbour 
“ of Dublin, See. See. paffed an Aft for granting to His Majefty the fum of £.500,000; 

“ for promoting Inland Navigation in Ireland, which fum was to be adminiftered by 
“ certain Cpmmiffiqners, entitled, “ Direftors General of Inland Navigation,” to be 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, under the authority of the faid Aft. 
tl And the faid Direftors General deeming the reduftion of the Toll on the Grand 
. . Canal to be an objeft of great national importance, fhortly after thei r appointment 
entered into a negociation with the Grand Canal Company for the purchafe . of U 
5f portion ..thereof ; but after much time fpent in this negociation, the parties werC 
“ lb diftant. from each other in their refpeftive propoials, that no agreement was 
<f concluded.” 

Mr. Griffith alfo preferred a paper, intituled, “ Copy of Correfpondence between 
“ the Direftors of the' Grand Canal, Mr. Bernardyand Direftors General of 
“ I nland Navigation, on the fubjeft of a Reduftion of Tolls ” which was read. 

It appears by a Return made by the Auditor General’s Office to this Houfe 
»n. the i6tb January 1805, that . the fum. of £.212,561. ioj. 4 ^d. was iffued 
under the head of “ Parliamentary -Payments for the Grand Canal of Ireland:”— 
•And,. as it is.ftated.in the Correfpondence between the Direftors General and the Grand 
Canal Company, that the fum granted by Parliament amounted to £.116,000. can 
you account for the difference? — The . fum of £.116,000. ftated in that Corre- 
spondence is the amount of turns actually received by the Grand Canal Company 
fince. th.eir incorporation in 1772, iprevious : to which the fum of £.79,361. was 
.expended by the Navigation Board, which fum the Direftors of the Grand Cainal 
•Company, do not conceive or acknowledge as a bouncy or grant to them, the fame 
•having been mifapplied in its expenditure by the Navigation Board in adopting R 
.wrong line of Canal, and by commencing the works upon a fcale far beyond ufe oh 
convenience, and whichr fcale coft the Grand Canal Company a' confiderable fum of 
.money to reduce. There is£ 30,030 included in 'this account, which is an advance 
to be repaid; thefe two Aims taken together would reduce the total below' £. 1 16,000, 
but I include in thac fum £. 2,500 received for Tillage Duties, and fome other funis 
not yet drawn, the Company not having completed the works for which they were 
granted, and which I believe amount to between 4 and £. 5,000. 

Had the Direftors General any power of remitting the payment of£. 30,000 on any 
conditions ? — They had no controul over, or concern in that fum, which belongs gene, - 
rally to Parliament. 

Was the fum of £.79,361 expended by the Corporation for the Inland Navigation, 
fo completely mjfapplied, as to afford no advantage, either in the purchafe of land or 
the conftruftion of the works, to the Grand Canal Company, to whom thofe- works were 
transferred by the Aft of .Parliament of nth & 12th Geo. III.? — A very confiderablfe 
portion of this, lum was expended in Talaries to Officers during a period of fix teen 
years, and little pnogrefs was made in the works ; the line cholen was a bad one, a 
great proportion of that line was obliged to be deferted ; the fcale on which the Canal 
was commenced .was, far too- large for. the probable trade, or for the fupplies of 

water 
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water upon that line, in confequence of which feveral of the works were obliged Mr. Griffith. 

to be altered at a confiderable expence; and although fome advantage was * — ; 

gained in the purchafe of lands, and in the value of the materials handed over to the 
Company, yet upon the whole, I am of opinion, that it would have been better for 
the Company to have deferted the line altogether, and to have commenced a new one, 
than to have continued to purfue the old line. 

[Then the Aft of 38 Geo. III. was read; and the Examination of the Witnefs 
was continued.] 

How many miles were executed under the direftion of the Navigation Board, 
when it was transferred to the prefent Company? — None perfected, but about eight 
or nine miles in the whole were opened in different parts of the line. This I ftate not 
from my own knowledge, as it was previous to my acquaintance with the Canal. 

Was any trade carried on, or T oils received previous to that transfer ? — I underftand 
not any. 

Has the Company always taken, and do they ftill take the full Toll granted by Aft 
of Parliament upon all articles? — They have not always taken full Toll in the com- 
mencement of the work, and for feveral years while the price of Land-carriage was 
extremely low, they took generally no more than 1 d. and afterwards x \ d. per ton, 
per mile ; then 2 d. ; and as the price of Land-carriage increafed, and as the ufe and 
advantage of the Canal became more evident, they increafed the T oil to the full 
price of 3 d. per ton per mile on all goods and commodities brought to Dublin, 
with the exception of Bricks, Sand, Stones, Turf, Hay, Straw, and other grofs articles of 
little value, on which they charge a very low rate of Toll. Upon Bricks they charge 
only id. per ton for any diftance ; on Turf the Toll is regulated by a drawback, in pro- 
portion to the price at which it is fold in the market, but always lefs than the full Toll. 

It is neceffary to add, that for all articles from Dublin we charge only id. except 
Manure, which is charged 1 5 s. for a boat-load for any diftance. 

If Corn was fent for back-carriage, would that be charged the full rate, or the 
reduced rate of id.l — According to the prefent regulations it would be charged 
only id. 

If corn was fent from the centre of the Canal to Limerick, would that be 
called back-carriage?— Under the prefent regulations it would. 

Is the Grand Canal completed, and opened for navigation to the Shannon ?— It was 
•opened, and was deemed complete, but a great failure in the bottom, between Tulla- 
more and the river Shannon, has rendered it neceffary during the laft year to fhut up 
that part of the Navigation in order to repair it. It will be complete in the courfe of 
the prefent month of June. 

What is the length of this Canal ?— Ninety-feven Irifh, or 123 Englifh miles, from 
Dublin to the termination of the Navigation in its different branches. 

Do the Grand Canal Company charge the Tolls you have ftated upon the whole of 
the line?— I have ftated in my written paper, that in confequence of the grant of 

57,1 00, that Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour brought to Dublin from a diftance 
ten miles below Banagher and Athy refpeftively, was no more than 1 \d. per ton per 
mile, whenever the Navigation of thofe rivers. Shannon and Barrow, ihall be com- 
pleted ; the Company have anticipated that circumftance, for the purpofe of encourag- 
ing trade from diftant parts, and ‘in order to rival the Out-ports; and upon that part of 
the Navigation where I have mentioned a temporary failing has taken place, we have 
charged only half Tolls for the prefent. 

Do you charge the full toll, through the King’s county, and the county of Kildare? 

—Yes, every where. 

Does any other Canal in Ireland extend fo far as the Grand Canal?— No, the 
relative extent of the Canals will be ieen in the paper of Correfpondence before the 
Comm ttee. 

169. C Have 
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Have you not heard, and do you not believe that the Tolls on all the Canals ift 
Ireland have been lowered except upon the Grand Canal ? — I know that the Toll upon 
the river Barrow has been reduced from 3^. to 1 d. the Toll on the Royal Canal 
has been reduced from 1 \ d. to 1 d.-, and on the Limerick Navigation, from 3 d. to 1 d.-, 
and by the Aft granting the £. 500,000 for the encouragement of inland Navigation, 
the Drreftors General are reftrifted from granting any bounty to any new Canal 
unlefs the Toll thereon ffiall not exceed 1 d. per ton per mile. 

Do you know Loch Rhea, on the river Shannon ?— I do, and have failed thereon 
at different times. 

Do you know where the line of the Royal Canal is intended to enter the Shannon ? 
— It is intended to enter the Shannon at Turmanbury, about 10 or 12 miles above 
Loch Rhea. 

When the Royal Canal is completed to that point, do you not think it will affeft 
the Tolls on the Grand Canal ? — It will certainly draw to it the whole produce of the 
country northward of Loch Rhea; but that Loch being an extremely difficult and 
dangerous Navigation, will prevent any produce of any part of the country fouth- 
ward of that Loch from being carried thither. 

Will the King’s County and the Queen’s County, and county of Kildare, derive 
any advantage from the Royal Canal ? — I do not conceive the King’s or Queen’s 
Counties can, the northern extremity of the county of Kildare may. 

Do you know how far the Grand Canal runs through the King’s County ? — About 
33 miles Iriffi. 

Can the produce of the King’s and Queen’s Counties be fent to Dublin to the fame 
advantage as that of other neighbouring counties ?— Certainly not, inasmuch as it is 
liable to the full Toll, from which other counties are exempt. 

How much money may the Grand Canal Company have expended upon the work? 
—By the Report of the Committee of the Inland Navigation of Ireland, contained 
in the Iriffi Commons Journals, vol. 19, part 2d, page 1014, they appear. to have 
expended of their own property £.961,155. Since that period they have expended 
about f. 170,000, making together the fum of.£. 1,13 1,155. 

Are you of opinion that if the Tolls were lowered upon this Canal, it might be the 
means of promoting an export of Corn to England ? — I am of opinion that a confi- 
derable export of Corn through the port of Dublin will take place, whenever the. 
Regulations which are neceffary to put the port of Dublin upon a footing with the 
ports of Dublin and Waterford lhall take place, and that a reduction of Toll on the 
Grand Canal would facilitate that objeft. 

Do you mean Regulations with refpeft to any inconveniencies arifing under the Law, 
or with refpeft to the Improvement of the' Harbour ?— The Improvement of the 
Harbour of Dublin will be of material importance to the Export Trade; but whatT 
alluded to was the evafion of the Aft of Parliament which fixes the prices of Export 
from Ireland. 1 mean the evafion which takes place on the Out-ports, and which is 
prevented in Dublin. 

What are the Tolls taken for the Carriage of Palfengers on the Canal ?— The Aft 
of Parliament allows id. per mile for each perfon, but the prices charged will appear 
by the printed Paper [The IVitneJs delivers in a -printed Taper of the Regulations of the 
Grand Canal Raffage Boats-, and then proceeds to Jlate\ in which the Prices charged by 
the Company for the whole expence of Carriage as well as Tolls is included. 0 Any 
perfon may carry Palfengers on the Canal by paying Toll at the rate of 2 d. per mile 
for each perfon. 

Is any Treaty now pending for the reduction of thefe Tolls ?— Not any. 

Are the Direftors of the Grand Canal Company now willing to fell any and what 
proportion of their Tolls ? — They are willing to fell a proportion of their Tolls, not 

exceeding 



Mr. Griffith. 
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-exceeding i \d. per ton per mile, on fair and equitable terms; but they conceive Mr. Griffith. 

that it will be extremely difficult to form a juft eftimate of their value at the prefent 

-moment, as the daily increafe jn their amount, even before the Canal has been fairly 
opened to the Shannon., gives reafon to the Company to expert that in the courfe of 
-three or four years their prefent amount will be more than doubled, and that in the 
courfe of a few more years, if Peace (hall be re-eftabliffied, they will be (till further 
confiderably increafed. 

When have you reafon to fuppofe that the Navigation will be completed? — In the 
•courfe of the month of J une. 

Are the Canal Company ftill willing to abide by the laft prepofal that was made to 
the Diredtors General ? — I believe they are. 

What Dividends have the Company received upon their Capital ?- — The Company 
received no Dividend for the firft eighteen or twenty years; they then received a Di- 
vidend of £. 4 per cent, for two or three years; then a Dividend of £. 5 per cent, for 
one or two years; then a Dividend of £.6 percent, which was interrupted for two 
years during the troubles, and has fince continued at £. 6 per cent, the profits allow- 
ing no more after payment of intereft and expences of the eftablifhment and repairs. 



HENRY PARNELL, Efquire, examined. 

From your knowledge of the counties through which the Canal pafies, do you j^ r p arne U, 
conceive they derive much advantage from it under the prefent high Toll ? — I. conceive . ^ 

they do, but certainly not fo extenfive as would be derived from the Canal if the Tolls 
were lower. 

Do you conceive that if the Royal Canal was completed, it would fupply the place 
of the Grand Canal, with refpedt to the King’s and Queen’s Counties ? — It certainly 
would not, becaufe the produce of thefe counties could not be conveyed to Dublin by 
the Royal Canal. 

. Do you not think it would be an objedt of great importance to have the Tolls 
lowered on the Grand Canal? — Generally fpeaking, I do, becaufe the lowering of the 
Tolls muft extend the benefits of Inland Navigation ; but fpeaking more immediately 
with refpedt to thefe counties, the redudiion is a meafure of great importance, as it 
would give them more effedtually the advantages of the Dublin market for the fale 
of their Grain. 

Do you conceive that a redudiion of the Toll would increafe the cultivation of Grain? 

— I do, as a redudiion of the prefent rate of Toll on the Grand Canal, to the fame 
rates that are chargeable upon the Royal Canal, would diminilh the expence of car- 
riage from the neareft point of the Canal to one of the counties ; the Queen’s County 
5 s. a ton weight. 

Do you think thefe counties (land materially in need offuch aid ? — I cannot account 
for the extreme backwardnefs of the cultivation of the inland counties, when compared 
with the inland counties of England, except by the great expence of Land-carriage, or 
fome impolitic reftriction upon the export of Grain from the Irifti ports. 

Are there Linen Manufadtures or Mines that would be materially affifted by the 
redudiion of the Tolls ? — 1 know of no Manufadtures or Mines in thofe counties to 
any extent. 

Adjourned till To-morrow. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX to REPORT from COMMITTEE 



it 



Veneris , 31 0 die Mali 1805. 

RICHARD LOVELL EDGEWORTH, Efquire, examined. 

Mr. Edrwortb. Do y° u think the Ro S al C ! anal Com P an y can finilh their works t0 tl,e Shann0 "' 
/ without additional aid? — I think they cannot. 

Do you think that if the Royal Canal was complete, that it could affed the Tolls of 
the Grand Canal, by producing a competition of carriage in the King’s and Queen’s 
Counties?— I think it could to a fmall degree, but not materially. 

Adjourned till Thurfday. 



- Jovis , 6 die Jiinii 1S05. 

HENRY PARNELL, Efquire, again examined. 

Mr. 'Parnell. Do you know of any fubfcriptions entered into to complete a line of Canal from 

1 {he Grand Canal to the Collieries, in the county of Kilkenny ? — There was a lub- 

fcription entered into by the inhabitants of the Queen’s County in 1800, for that pur- 
pofe; the amount was limited to ,£.25,000, the whole of which was fubfcribed. 

Has that work gone on? — No, the principal reafon why that work was not carried 
on, was a difficulty which arofe in making terms with the Grand Canal Company for 
the jundtion of the propofed line with their Canal. 

Do you not think if the Tolls on the Grand Canal, were lowered, that it would not 
be an encouragement to this work being completed? — 1 think the fuccefs of the 
undertaking, materially depends upon the redudtion of the Tolls on the Grand Canal, 
becaufe as the expedited trade on the propofed Canal muft be in a great mealure in 
the carriage of goods to and from Dublin, the profits of the Canal cannot be by any 
means fo great under the exifting rates of Toll, as if they were lower, for inftance the 
article of Coals ; a redudtion of Tolls from 3d. to 1 d. per ton per mile on the Grand 
Canal, will diminifh the expence of carriage on a ton of Coals 5 s. between Monaftera- 
ven, the point of jundtion between the two Canals, and Dublin, and the difference of 
5 s. in the price of a ton of Kilkenny Coals enables it to meet the Sea Coal in the 
market of Dublin, or excludes it, the average price ofEnglifh Coals being about 35 s. 
per ton, and the price of a ton of Kilkenny Coals, if carried by the propofed Canal 
and the Grand Canal to Dublin, would not be-lefs, according to the prefent rates of 
.Tolls on the Grand Canal, than 40 s. per ton. 

Do you know what were the Tolls intended to be taken in this propofed Canal? 
— Upon the fubfcripcion being filled, a propofal was madd to the Diredtors General 
■according to the Adt of 1800; for carrying this propofed Canal into effedt, requiring 
the aid of the Diredtors General towards the execution of the work ; they agreed to 
grant in aid of the fubfcription one half of the eltimated expence, upon this confidera- 
tion, namely, that the rates of Tolls (hould not exceed 1 d. per ton per mile, upon Meal, 
Malt, and Flour brought to Dublin, the fame price was intended to be charged by the 
Subfcribers upon Coals, and all other articles the rate allowed by the Adt. 

Should you have been enabled to pay a proper intereft on the funis neceffary' for 
the execution of the Canal at a lefs Toll than 3d. per mile, if the Directors General 
had contributed nothing to the expence ? — 1 think the Subfcribers would have been 
enabled to do fo, by reafon of the quantity of Culm raifed at thefe Collieries, from 
which the Subfcribers expedted the greateft proportion of the profits, the Canal paffing 
through a country full of Lime-ftone, the advantages of which have been afcertained 
to be very great in the improvement of the foil of the neighbouring counties. 

Are thefe Coals of the fame quality as the Sea Coals brought from England ? — 
They aie of a very different quality, for fome purpofes inferior, and for others far 

fuperior 
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fuperior to the Engliflr Coals, particularly for malting and forges.; they are inferior for parnell 

houfehold purpofes, on account of (heir. -Sulphureous nature. , ^ 

From whence are the adjacent counties which you Rate to be full of LimeR'one, 
now fupplied with Culm ? — From the Collieries by Land-carriage at a-confiderable 
•expence, the county being mountainous, and the roads very -bad. 

Do not confiderable traCts of thofe counties now remain in an unimproved Rate, on 
account of the high price of Culm, oecafioned by Land-carriage ? — Iconclude they do, 
becaufe I know that every Farmer in the county of which 1 am acquainted, makes ufe 
■of Lime as manure, -when it can be procured at the rate of from .is. 6 d. to i^. per 
: barrel. 

Can it generally'be procured-at that price? — Not at a greater diRance than from 
:ten to fifteen miles front the Collieries. 

Do you know of any other objection to carrying on the work,; befides the difficulty 
•of agreeing with the Canal Company? — Objections were made by the Barrow Naviga- 
tion Company, which 1 do not confider as having Ropt the progrefs of the propofed 
Canal, becaule no part of it approaches fo near- to the Barrow Navigation as to render 
thofe objections tenable, according to the -ACt-of i8co. 

Did not the Barrow Company Rate that this propofed work would be a violation of 
their Charter? — I believe they did. 

For what length of way would the propofed 'Canal run parallel with the Barrow 
Navigation? — As' far as I can judge from the map of the country, -it would not run 
any diRance parallel to the Barrow Navigation. 

Do you fuppofe that no Trade could be taken from the Barrow Navigation by this 
; propofed line ? — I am not Sufficiently acquainted with that Trade to be enabled to 
•form an opinion. 

How far diRant will the two lines be from each other, at Seven or eight miles, where, 
vthey join at MonaReraven ? — To the beR of my recollection the diRance would be 
;near fifteen miles. 



R I C H AR D G RI F F I T H, Efquire, again examined. 

Do you know of any Cut from the Grand Canal to ORierRown ? — There -is an ex- 2 \dr. 'Griffith. 

: tenfion of a Canal in that direction, and for about three miles beyond it. ^ — ' 

Is there any Trade at prefent on that Cut ? — Very little or none. 

What prevents that Trade, and why do you conceive the line is not finifhed ? — 

The diRance from Dublin at which that Canal deparrs-Srom the Grand Canal is fo 
Short, viz. only fourteen Irifh miles, that unlefs the GfberRown Canal, as it may be 
• called, fliould be confiderably extended, it could not, with the prefent high rates of 
Tolls on the Grand Canal, pay the Proprietors. An extenfion into the county of 
Wicklow was in agitation by fome of the principal Gentlemen of that county with 
- whom I had communications, and they feemed to have relinquished the objeft until 
a Reduction of the Toll on the Grand Canal fliould be effected. I beg leave to Rate 
:-that the advantages arifing from fuch extenfions to the Grand Canal is a principal 
motive with them for offering to accept fo comparatively fmall a fum of money as 
£. 17 5,000 for the Reduction of their Tolls. 

When this Canal to OfoerRown was undertaken, were the Subfcribers aware of the 
•rates of Toll on the Grand Canal ? — I prefume they muR have been, but probably 
they did not confider that a fhort Canal will never pay. 

Were the rates of Toll then levied on the Grand Canal the fame as at prefent ? — 

They were not; the price of Land-carriage being fo much lower then than at pre- 
fent, obliged the Directors of the Grand Canal to keep down the rates of the Toll 
to 1 \d. per ton within a Short diRance of Dublin, to prevent , the competition of 
Land-carriage. 

169. .D Is 
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Mr. Griffith. Is it not your opinion that the Ofberftown Canal, and the propofed Canal into the* 
.. . . ’ . Queen’s County, and all other collateral branches from the Grand Canal, are prevented 

from being carried into execution by the high Price of Tolls now exifting on the Grand 
Canal? — I believe that it may have hitherto operated to that effeft on account of the 
reafon before ftated of the low Price of Land -carriage ; but I conceive that the pre~ 
lent rates of Land-carriage, which are frill increasing, will prevent the rates of Tolls, 
on the Grand Canal from operating againft future extenfions, although it muft be 
admitted that a Reduftion of Tolls on the main Trunk of the Grand Canal would 
encourage fuch extenfions. 

[Mr. Griffith begs leave to ftate, that there is a clerical error in the Copy of Cor- 
refpondence between the Directors General of Inland Navigation and Mr. Bernard,, 
prefenred to the Houfe, and referred to this Committee, in which is let down the fum 
0 f £. 1,438,240, as the amount of private Property expended by the Grand Canal 
Company up to the month cf June 1 800 ; whereas, the Expenditure of the faid 
Company of their own private Property up to that period was no. more than ^.361,. 155* 
as appears by Evidence before this Committee.] 
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COPY of the CORRESPONDENCE that took place between the 
Directors of Inland Navigation and the Grand Canal Company in Ireland* 
on the fubjeft of lowering the Tolls on the Grand Canal; and a Statement 
of fuch Meafures as have been adopted by the faid Directors towards the 
Redudlion of the faid Tolls. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 30th Sept r 1800. 

Gentlemen, 

I had the honour to receive and lay before the Diredtors of the Grand Canal a 
letter from your Pro-fecretary, dated the 18th inftant, wherein he intimates, that you 
are ready to receive any communications which the Directors of the Grand Canal 
may make to you ; “ but that not having fufficient materials before you to form a 
ct 'decided judgment whether any one line, under all its circumftances, would 
<f be preferable to any other, you are apprehenfive of departing from the defign 
«« of your inftitution, if you fhould pledge yourfelves to fo hafty an opinion as feems 
« to be de fired by my letter ; but, if the Directors of the Grand Canal will he pleafed 
« to lay before your Board a fpecific ftatement of their wifhes, and the advantages 
« which they conceive the nation, as well as their Corporation, will derive from an 
« alteration of the line, accompanied with a Plan and Sedtion of the feveral lines 
« propofed, and an Eftimate of the Expence of each, and Rating what proportion 
« of that Expence they expeft (hall be paid by the Public, your Board will then 
“ be better enabled to judge of the objedt of their wilhes, and to give an anfwer to . 
ct their application.” 

In compliance, therefore, with the wi(h exprefied in the above letter, I am defired 
by the Directors of the Grand Canal to lay before you the following Statement of the 
fuperior national advantages which would refult from the adoption of a line leading 
diredtly from the Capital to Athlone, with a collateral branch from faid line to 
Lanefborough, in preference to any other line of communication with the Shannon. 

The moil prominent feature in this line is the further extenfion, for twenty-two 
miles, of the great Level on the Grand Canal leading diredtly from the Capital to the 
river Shannon at Athlone, and thereby interfering, almoft at right angles, one-half 
of the kindom from Eaft to Weft, and at the fame time extending to the Southern 
extremities of the Ifland by the communication of the Grand Canal with the rivers 
Barrow and Suir, and with the Northern Diftridh by a collateral branch to the Shannon 
at. Lanefborough, whereby the difficult and at all times uncertain Navigation of Loch 
Rhea may be avoided: This Loch is in fad an internal fea, fubiedt to all the de-. 
lays and cafualties of the boifterous element; and as it is impoffible to form any track-, 
way on either fide of it, the double communication between the Grand Canal at 
Athlone and Lanefborough is the only pradticable means of avoiding this dangerous 
and irremovable obftrudtion. 

It is a matter univerfally admitted, that eafy, cheap, and extenfive internal com- 
munication is of more importance towards the advancement of national profperity 
than even external communications, inafmuch as the internal commerce of any civilized 
State is in a quadruple proportion to its external trade ; and in England, whole ex- 
ternal commerce is fo great, her internal trade has been eftimated at five times the 
amount of her Exports and Imports. The force of this obfervation applies itfelf 
direCtly to mark the fuperior advantages of a line of fuch general internal commu- 
nication as that which points from the head diredtly to the heart of Ireland, and em- 
braces a perfedt communication between the Northern, the Southern, and Eaftern 
extremities of the Kingdom. 

The fingle circumftance of faving to be made in travelling from one part of the 
kingdom to another, by means of this completely connedted line of internal commu- 
nication,' is an objedt of great national importance, and will do more in extending 
the Linen Manufadture to the South than any other mode of encouragement could 
poffibly effedt; and here it may be obferved, that feveral lines of Navigation, if un- 
con nedted with each other, cannot produce one-tenth part of the national advantages 
which the fame lines would afford if united with each other, as in the latter cafe, the 
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benefits of each particular line would be multiplied into the feveral other lines in & 
proportion almoft infinite*. 

The faving of time in the performance of a voyage is in fad the faving of freight, 
•wages, and every expence ; or, in other words, the diftance from one place to another 
may with propriety be eftimated by the time which ic will take to convey either men 
or merchandize between fuch places. 

The extraordinary advantages arifing from the great level above alluded to, ex- 
tending chirty-feven miles in a direct line to Athlone, and five miles more (in all forty- 
two miles) on the branch to Lanefborough, will be manifeft, when it is' confidered, 
that both trade and pafiage- boats may glide with perfeft fafety by night along this 
Canal, and thereby perform their voyage in one-half of the time, and conlequently 
at one-half the expence it could be executed on a navigation fubjed to locks. 

In purfuance of the defire exprefled by the Diredors General, I herewith lay 
before you the Surveys, Sedions,and Eftimates of the feveral lines of communication 
with the river Shannon, which have been . furveyed by the orders of the Diredors of 
the Grand Canal ■, viz. 

LINE (N° i.) 

{A.) Survey, Sedion, and Eftimate, of a Canal from Bally- 
common to Athlone furveyed by Mr. Oats and Mr. 

Killally : 

Amount of Eftimate of Mr. Oats’s Line, being the one /. s. d 
approved ------- 138,764 10 o 

(B.) Survey, Sedion, and Eftimate, of a Canal from Bally- 
common to Lanefborough by Mr. Miller. This line 
is the fame as the above, and on the fame level from 
Ballycommon to or near Arabine Wood, where the line 
(ftill the fame level) departs from the Athlone line 
towards Lanefborough : 

Total Amount of Mr. Millar’s Eftimate ,£.169,965 3 9 

Dedud fo much of the Eftimate as is 

common to both lines j viz. - - 73,549 o 5 

• — 7 96,416 3 4 

Total Amount of Eftimate of the Grand Line from Bally- 

common to Athlone and Lanefborough - 235,180 13 4 



(€.) 



LINE (N° 2.) 

Survey, Seftion, and Eftimate, of a Canal from Tullamore 
to Birr and Banagher, through Lord Tullamore’s 
demefne s furveyed and eftimated by Mr. Jeflbp : 

From Tullamore to the Line of Partition to Rofcrea 

From thence to Banagher - - 

Add line to Birr ------ 



6d>3°8 o o 
29,165 o o 
4,764 o o 



Amount of Eftimate from Tullamore to Birr and Banagher £. 97,237 o o 



Without willing to enter into any fpecies of rivalry with the Royal Canal, it may he wooer in 
Wei of,? ?'T r' T""? ad " ant fg'/ poffetred by the Grand Canal, to mention, that tlfe Ihmmit 
7 C £‘ ! ls ty 7 -- hundred and {even feet, and the fnmmit level of the Grand Canal is 

ftM . abo Tf high-water-marie, a difference of fkty-feven feet; to overcome 
which, 111 >"<1 defeent, it will require fourteen locks more on the Royal than or. the Grand 

Canal, between Dublin and the River Shannon. 



LINE 
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LINE (N° 3.) 

:{D.) Survey, Sedtion, and Eftimate, of a Canal from Tullamore 
to Banagher by the Vale of the Brufna; furveyed and 
eftimated by Mr. ICillally : — The Eftimate and Section of 
this line have not been returned by the Secretary of the 
Directors General, and it is hoped will be found among 
their papers. It can, however, be made out again from 
the field-vnodes of the “Surveyor, who now eftimates it at £. 70,000 o o 



The experience which the Diredtors of the Grand Canal have had of the infuffi- 
ciency of Eftimates, and how much they in general fall fhort of the real expence 
incurred in executing extenfive works, makes it neceffary to obferve, that although 
.the perfons who have made the above Surveys and Eftimates are men of confiderable 
ability, yet the Diredtors would not enter upon the execution of any of the laid lines 
' •without one or more further Surveys and Eftimates of the fame ; nor do they imagine 
that the Diredtors General of Inland Navigation would be difpofed to engage to grant 
them any fpecific fum, until the particular line to be adopted (hould be previoufiy 
furveyed and eftimated by fome confidential per fon on the part of the Directors 
General. 

The Diredtors of the Grand Canal having now laid before the Diredtors Genera! 
every information they poffeffed, refpecting the feveral lines of communication with, 
the river Shannon, it remains only that they fhould acquaint the Directors General 
with the principle upon which they are difpofed to execute the particular line to 
Athlone and Lanefborough. 

The Diredtors of the Grand Canal confidering the Line (N° 5.) eftimated at 
.£.70,000, to be the eafieft and by far the. cheapeft mode of extending the Canal to 
-the Shannon, would immediately proceed to execute the fame at their own expence, 
if they were not withheld by the opinion they entertain of the fupeiior advantages 
which both their Company and the Public muft: derive from the adoption of the line 
to Athlone and Lanefborough. This latter line will take one year longer in execu 
don than the Line N°3, and would thereby protradt the attainment of, the profits 
which the Directors expedt on communicating with the Shannon. They are never- 
thelefs ready to relinquifh, for that period, the attainment of thofe profits, and to 
undertake the execution of the line to Athlone and Lanefborough, on being paid by 
the Diredtors General the full amount of the difference in the expence of the two 
lines, which difference may be hereafter aicertained by Engineers of unqueftionable 
knowledge and experience, to be appointed by the Diredtors General on the one part, 
and the Diredtors of the Grand Canal on the other part. If the line to Athlone and 
Lanefborough fhall be adopted by the Diredtors General, and the principle above 
fuggefted approved by them, the Diredtors of the Grand Canal will forthwith make 
a formal propofal to the Diredtors General for executing the fame, fubjedt however, 
in the amount of expence, to the inveftigation above fuggefted, or to any other 
mode for afcertaining the fame which fhall be deemed more fatisfadtory by the 
Diredtors General. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

The Diredtors General (Signed) W" 1 Greene, Sec 7 , 

of Inland Navigation. 

P. S. The Diredtors of the Grand Canal are fo ftrongly impreffed.with the benefits 
which muft refult to the Public and to themfelves from the execution of the Line 
N° t, that they fliould be difpofed to recommend it to the Grand Canal Company 
to facrifice fome portion of their Tolls as a further inducement to the Diredtors 
General to adopt it, as they are of opinion that the Company would be fully re-im- 
burfed for fuch facrifice by the extraordinary influx of trade which this line would 
uecefiarily -fuperinduce. 

Signed by Order. 

(Signed) Ed-w. Geoghegan, 

Pro Sec 7 . 
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Navigation Office, Parliament Houfe, 
October 29th 1800. 

Gentlemen, 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation. received on the 14th inftant Mr. 
Greene’s letter of the 30th September,- and the feveral Surveys, Sections, and Efti- 
mates therein mentioned, with a Poftfcript from Edward Geoghegan, Efq. Pro-fecre- 
tary, refpefting the new lines which you propofe to Athlone and Lanefborough, 
abandoning the line to Banagher, and fignifying that you are ready to undertake the 
execution of the lines to Athlone and Lanefborough, on being paid by the Directors 
General the full amount of the difference in the expence of the two lines; to which 
Mr. Geoghegan in his Poftfcript adds, that you fhould be difpofed to recommend to 
the Grand Canal Company to facrifice fome portion of their Tolls, as a further 
inducement to the Directors General to adopt the Line N° 1. 

The Board have directed me to obferve to you, that the reafons for abandoning 
the line to Banagher, which the Board prefume had been adopted, upon fome. good 
confiderations, do not appear, nor of courfe in what particular the line to Athlone has 
fo fuperior advantage over the other,, as to fuperfede the confideration of additional 
expence. 

As to Loch Rhea, the Board wifh to know the difficulties of the Navigation 
■there, being informed that Canal Boats navigate Loch Neagh without difficulty, 
and frequently in fummer make voyages to Dublin and Great Britain. 

The Board all'o are defirous to underftand in what particular manner the carrying 
a line to Lanefborough will do more in extending the Linen Manufacture to the 
South, than any other mode of encouragement could poffibly effeCt. 

The Board are at a lofs to know in what the Line N° 3. now eftimated at 
/. 70,000, differs from that which, in the Statement to Parliament, was eftimated at 

£. I 20,000. 

You have tranfmitted Eftimates of the expence of the propofed works, but you 
have very candidly ftated the experience which you have had of the infufficiency of 
Eftimates, and how much they in general fall fhort of the real expence ; at the fame 
time you require that the Directors General fhall pay the full amount of the differ- 
ence of the expence, whatever it may be, of carrying the two lines to Athlone and 
Lanefborough, which difference remains to be hereafter afcertained. 

The only offer on your part is a difpofition to recommend a reduction of fome 
portion of the Tolls of the Grand Canal Company, a meafure which poffibly might 
increafe your income ; but as this all'o is left undecided, the Board do not attempt to 
form a judgment upon it. 

You are no doubt aware, that the Directors of the Royal Canal have given public 
notice, according to Law, of their intention to make a propofal to this Board for the 
continuance of their line of Navigation to Tarmonbury, and that your new Line to 
Lanefborough may interfere with the interefts of the Line to Tarmonbury ; you muft 
therefore fee that in many points it is impoffible, as yet, for the Directors General to 
form an opinion upon your propofal ; and that it will require much more enquiry to 
reconcile contending interefts, and to reduce what is yet fo vague and undecided, to 
any precife and diftinft agreement. 

To the points before mentioned, and to others refpeCting the advantages and 
expence of the feveral lines, the Directors General would be glad to examine Mr. 
Killally, your Engineer, as foon as he is at leifure, provided you have no objection 
thereto; and although they will give as much difpatch in the bufinefs as the nature 
of it will admit, yet, left any mifconception fhould arife, and left this communication 
which you defired with the Board fhould take up time, or fhould not end in any thino- 
conclufive, the Directors General think it neceffary to make this cautionary declara- 
tion, that nothing paffing in this manner between the two Boards is to be confidered 
as warranting you to diiper.fe, in any degree, with the obligations under which you lie 
by your Recognizance in the Court of Exchequer. 

I am directed to requeft you will furnifh the Board with an attefted copy of that 
Recognizance. 



Directors of the Grand Canal. 



I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) V/illiam Gregory . 
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Gentlemen, 



Navigation-office, Parliament Houfe, 
3d March 1801. 



The Directors General of Inland Navigation have received your letter, dated the 
13th ultimo, defiring aid to enable the Grand Canal Company to complete the opening 
a communication between Dublin and the river Shannon. And I am di reded by the 
Board to acquaint you, that they will cheerfully give their affiftance towards the accom- 
pliffiing that objeCt, but that it muft be done upon fuch terms of public advantage as 
will, in the Board’s opinion, jtiftify their recommending that the Public fhall be charged 
with a portion of the expence. 

'With refpeCt to the choice you have at prefent made for your junction with the 
Shannon at Banagher by the lower line, through the Vale of the Brufna, the Board 
conceive that attention to the future extenfion and profperity of your navigation, as 
well for the public as for your private advantage, might have induced you to abide by 
what feems to have been originally in the intention of your Company; viz. the upper 
line by Frankfort and Birr, becaufe the chief difficulty, the rifing to the grand fummit 
level of the country, is already overcome, and becaufe' this level commands a great 
-extent of line by Birr to Rofcrea, and would lead into the fertile lands of Tipperary, 
and the interior of the county of Limerick. Whereas, if your line falls to the lower 
level by the Vale of the Brufna, it feems to the Board that you abandon, the profpeCt of 
very extenfive future benefits to the Public and to your Company. To the upper line 
the Board are at prefent difpofed to look with preference ; and if your opinion (which 
muft have experimental obfervation for its foundation) coincides with the Board's, they 
fhall be inclined to confider how far they might with propriety affift your progre-fs by 
that upper line. 

The Board requeftyou to confider the obligation under which you ftand at prefent, 
with refpeCt to your Recognizance, (independent of the limitation in point of time) to 
confider alfo the prefent ftate of your Tolls, and whether your Revenues fulferby their 
being fo high; whether Land-carriage interferes with your Water-carriage.; whether -it 
be more eligible to increafe your revenues, by increafing the bufinefs on your Canal 
with moderate Tolls, rather than by keeping them up to keep down the ufe of your 
navigation ; and to recollect, that, under circumftances of improvement in the Barrow 
navigation, your Tolls muft hereafter be reduced upon your line. 

Thefyftem upon which the Board fhould wifh to proceed, would be the furnifhing 
you with affiftance towards completing your navigation, upon condition of your re- 
ducing the Tolls upon your whole line from Dublin to the Shannon, proceeding by the 
upper line to Birr and Banagher. If upon mature confideration of the points we 
have fubmitted to your reflection, you fhall be difpofed to make a propofal of fuch a 
nature, the Board will immediately direCt their attention to it, and fhall be glad if a 
proportion can be agreed upon which may with propriety be recommended to the 
Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, for their approbation. 

Your obfervations upon the Royal Canal will more properly be the confideration of 
.a future day. 

Among the papers delivered to the Board by the. Clerk of the Houfe of Commons, 
is a Survey of the upper part of the Shannon, from Lough Allen to Garrick, and not 
finding any map of the remainder of the fur-vey, the Board had directed Mr. Brownrigg 
to make out a map of it from his Field Books, and we believe the work muft be well 
advanced; but if fuch a map be in your poffeffion, it will fave much time if you permit 
us to have a copy taken of it, and the original fhall be fafely returned to you. When 
we can have a frefh infpeCtion, and Report made upon the Navigation of the Shannon, 
the Board will requeft a more precife ftatement of your ideas in the propofal you have 
made to them for the execution of that work. 



By order of the Board, 

To the Directors of the Grand- Canal. (Signed) William Gregory, 
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Grand Canal Houle, 

„ , the 13th March 1801. 

uentiemen. 

We had die honour to receive your letter of the jd inftant, wherein you inti- 
mate a difpofition cheerfully to affift cowards accomplifliing the grand objeft for which 
both your Board and our Company were principally inftituted; namely, “ the openin y 
a communication between Dublin and the river Shannon." 

We venture to repeat our former affertion, that the Grand Canal is the only 
medium through which this communication is pra&icable in any definite time, or for 
any defined expence. We therefore entertain no doubt, that, anxious to promote the 
Cult. f object for which a great Parliamentary grant has been made, you are defirous of 
giving to our Company an effectual fupport and affiftance to enable us, under all the 
■difficulties of the times, to accompliffi that objedt. 

We molt perfectly recognize thejuftice of your preliminary obfervation, that what- 
everyiffiftar.ee you give muft be granted on fuch terms of public advantage as will 
jufti.y your recommending that the Public ffiould be charged with a portion of the 
ex pence ; we beg leave however, fhortly to obferve, that as your Board has been infti- 
tuted for the great national purpofe of promoting and extending Inland Navigation in 
Ireland, the mod effectual mode of encouraging that grand fource of national profpe- 
rity will be by manifefting a wife and liberal policy towards thofe who have ventured 
immenfe fums of private property, and devoted years of ceafelefs affiduity and labour 
towards the accomplifhment of works which have hitherto benefited the Public only, 
without making any adequate return to the Individuals engaged in them. 

In regard to the two lines of communication between Tullamore and Banagher, 
we have only to obferve, that after the moll mature deliberation, we have determined 
upon the lower line by the Vale of the Brufna, as preferable to the Frankfort or Upper 
Line, on account of its cbeapnefs, and the facility (in relpeft to time) with which it 
can be accomphlhed. We admit the full force of the argument fuggefted by you in 
favour of the line by Frankfort ; but although, from the nature of our works, public 
advantage and the private intereft of the Company have almoft always coincided, yet 
we feel that in the prefent inftance we fliould aft inconfiilently with our duty, if we 
were to advife the Grand Canal Company to encounter the heavy expence of the high 
level, and unneceffarily to protracT: the jundion with the Shannon for at lead one 
year, poffibly much longer, without full compenfation being made to the Company for 
fuch facrmces ; at the fame time we are ready to undertake the junction by the Upper 
Line, 11 you lhall deem it an objaft of fufficient importance to induce you to grant the 
compenfation above alluded to. & 



With that relped which is due to every fuggeftion coming, from you, we have 
examined the propriety and policy of tile Tolls now levied on our Canal, both in regard 
to their prefent operation and future effeft, and we think ourfelves fully juftified in 
declaring, that found policy warrants the full amount we levy at prefent ; and that, from 
the daily rapid reduftion in the value of money, we are convinced that -the lapfe of a 
very few years muft necelfarily raife the price of Land-carriage fo high, as to render 
any competition with Water-carriage, upon a perfeft Canal fuch as ours, fubieft to the 
. higheft T oils which we arc by law entitled to take utterly impoffible 

We are apprised of the claufe in the Ad of the 2 9 th of His prefent Majefty, re- 
Ipeding Coin, Meal, Malt, and Flour brought to Dublin from any place ten miles 
j”? ■ Ba “ a f h m rc [P eaivel y. "hen the rivers Barrow and Shannon to 
Waterford and Limerick lhall be made completely navigable ; and we are fo far from 
deprecating this event, that we look to its accomplilhment with anxiety and impa- 
tience as we are convinced that the general trade which muft neceflirily take place on 
our Canal, in confluence of completely opening the navigation of thefe rivers for 

m the uTd S Kby„m S : ° UrCC ° f ' : °" riderable W “ kh the 

It is impoffible to contemplate the prefent Hate of Great Britain in refped to her 
immenfe demands for Corn (her importation amounting on an average of the laft four 
y ears to upwards of 250,000 tons annually) and at the fame time to call an eye upon 
he ferule lands of Ireland, with an internal navigation running into the midll of thofe 
finds, terminated by two great navigable rivers, and communicating through the 



Capital 
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• ' Capital of the kingdom, with the Weftern Ports and Canals of Great Britain, and not 
-to forefee, that; if (which we doubt not) the true objedt and purpofe of the inftitution of 
'•your Board .flw.ll be accomplifhed, a few years will make Dublin the great emporium 
/for fupplying-Corn to Britain, .and. the. Grand Canal the necelfary medium through 
which that Corn will be conveyed. Under circumftances fo cheering to our- hopes, we 
would not now willingly enter upon a negociation for the fale of any portion of our 
Tolls, were we not anxious to obtain the means of proceeding immediately to the 
Shannon, being the grand objefib from which we hope to derive an adequate return 
for our labours, and the immenfe fums whiclrwe have already expended on our works. 
You have been ;pleafed, however, to invite us to make a propofal for the fale of part 
of our Tolls. 

We are not aware to what extent you are difpofed to purchafe them, but in order 

• to meet you fully on this important fubjedt, we take the liberty of making -you the 
following Propofals, which, if you accede to, we will recommend to the Grand Canal 
Company for their adoption. 

i ft. We entreat you- to have the goodnefs to advert to our Statement and Propofal 
in the Appendix, N° 4, to the Report of the Committee of the Moufe of Commons 
on Inland Navigation. We recur to the principles upon which that Propofal was 
■made, and are now ready to make good the fpecific matter the rein 'Contained-; viz. to 

• reduce the Toll on all Goods and Commodities carried on the Grand Canal to One 
-Penny per ton per mile; in confideration whereof we expect to receive an Annuity of 
£. 30,000 per annum for ever. Or, fhould you deem the Purchafe of our Tolls for a 
limited period more expedient, we are ready to fell the above proportion thereof for 
feven years, for £. 20,000 per annum ; for fourteen years for £. 25,000 per annum ; or 

;for twenty-one years for £.30,000 per annum ; it being underftood that we are to re- 
ceive -a proportion of two-thirds of our expenditure on which ever line to the Shannon 
fhall be ■ .deemed moft advifable to be .purfued, fuch line to be fubject to the fame 
reduced. Toll, and. no more. 

idly. We will reduce the -Tolls on all Goods and Commodities carried on the 
Canal Three Halfpence per ton per mile; in confideration' whereof we'expedt to 
receive an Annuity of £. 15,000 for feven years; £.18,000 for fourteen years; and 
£.21,000 per annum for twenty-one years; it being, underftood that .we are to 
receive one-half of our Expenditure on which ever line to the Shannon fhall be 
deemed moft advifable to be purfued: fuch extenfion to be fubjedt to the fame 
reduced Tolkof Three Halfpence per ton per mile, and no more. 

3dly. We-will reduce the Tolls on all Goods and Commodities -carried on the 
Canal to-.id. per ton per mile; in confideration whereof we expedt to receive an 
Annuity of £. 9,000 for feven years ; £. 1 1,000- for fourteen years ; and £. -13,000 for 
•twenty-one years; together with a proportion of one-third of our Expenditure on 
which ever line to the Shannon fhall be deemed moft advifable to be purfued: fuch 
line to be fubjedt to the fame reduced Toll of id, per ton per mile, and no more; 
with an exception in this latter cafe in favour of Corn, -Meal, Malt, and Flour 
brought to Dublin under the circumftances ftated in the 29th of His Majefty above 
alluded to, if ever the claufe in faid Adt fhall be .brought into operation; it being 
urrderftood that the feveral Annuities above-mentioned, whether for feven, fourteen, 
or twenty-one years, fhall commence from the day of the Agreement being made, 
and that we are ready to receive Government Securities adequate to' the Rurchafe of 
the aforefaid proportions of our Tolls for faid terms refpedliv.ely. 

We are aware that the above Propofals may require many explanations, which 
we fhall be ready to give if you (hall be difpofed to enter into an examination of 
them ; and in that cafe we will appoint a Committee to wait upon. your Board, to 
afford you every information that you may deem necelfary. 

We have given diredtions to our Secretary to lend to you, to be copied, the only 
Map of the Shannon now remaining with us .; and we entreat you will diredt your 
Engineer to return it as foon as he fhall have copied it. 

By order, 

The Diredors General, (Signed) W m Greene, Sec r , 

&c. &c. ,&c, 

163. 
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Navigation-office, Parliament-houfe, 
19th March 1801. 

■Gentlemen, 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation have received your letter of the 
•13th inftant, with three different Propofals for the Redu&ion of your Tolls for vari- 
ous terms of years therein expreffed. In order to judge of the circum (lances under 
which the Board may come to an Agreement with you in the .pur-chafe of your Tolls, 
I am dirr&cd by the Board to requeft you will lav before them an Account of the 
.annual amount of the Tolls you have received from the 25th or February 1794, dif- 
-tinauilhing the articles upon which thofe Tolls have been received, according co the 
he ad in « of the Account delivered in to the Board on the 8th of December laft,; as 
alfo the Rate of Toll upon each article in each year of the fame .period. 

By order of the Board, 

Directors of the Grand Canal. (Signed) William Gregory. 



Grand Canal-houfe, 25th March 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

We have been honoured with your letter of the icth March (in ft ant) definng 
an Account of the annual amount of our Tolls from 25-th -February 1794, diftinguiih- 
•ino the articles upon which thofe Tolls have been received, according to the heading 
ofthe Account delivered in to your Board in December laft; as alio the Rate of Toll 
-upon each article in each year of the fame period. 



The Grand Canal Company. — Their Broker at Dublin, his QJJ ARTERLY 

Imported to and Exported from Dublin 





Merchandize. 


Flour. 


Grain. 


Meal. 


Malt. 


Imports, from 24th NoV 1800 to 25th Feb^ 1801 
Exports, from 24th Nov r 18.00 to 25th Febr 1801 


9+ 9 
3-5 20 0 


5,683 I 


496 1 2v 


42 2f 


79 1 



-Grand Canal Harbour, 24th March 1 801. 



The Tolls upon all Corn, Flour, Meal, Malt, Kilkenny Coal, Timber, and all 
were id. per ton per mile ; from and after 6th January 1799, a Toll of gd. per ton 
-during the above .period, were 1 \d. per ton per mile until the 6th February laft, on 
.per mile inwards upon the Tullamore Line until the ift December 1800, when there 
ton per mile, not co exceed is. 6 d. for any diftance. Turf if d. per ton per mile, 
a Drawback of \d. per ton per mile, not to exceed gd. Turf ftored, lod. per ton 
of 6 d. per ton. Turf fold at a price not exceeding is. $d. per Gauge, a Drawback of 
Hay and Straw id. per ton per mile, not to exceed is. for any diftance. Culm, 
•not to exceed is. for any diftance : this Toll was raifed to is. 6 d. for any diftance. 
per ton per mile. 

25th March 1801. 
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As it is our with to afford you every information which you may deem rteceffary to 
-call for, we are forry it is not in our power to furniffi the Statement of the amount of 
Toll received on each fpecific article of our trade, no fuch Account having been 
-thought neceffary to be kept by us, and being in many cafes impradicable unlefs by 
incurring a confiderable expence by falariesto additional Clerks, for which we did not 
-fee any fuffioient object. 

In addition to the former Account to which you refer, we now inclofe you an 
Account of the Tonnage and Tolls received on the Grand Canal from 24th November 
1800 to 25th February 1801, which, with the former Account of fix years and three 
quarters, completes a period of feven years. 

It may not be improper to point your attention to the increafed amount of our 
Tolls for the laft quarter, which we attribute folely to the difcontinuance of the Draw- 
back formerly allowed on the Tullamore Line, and the increafe of Toll on the ex- 
ports from Dublin during part of that period. 

The Rates of Tolls for the feven years above-mentioned you will find Rated at 
the foot of the Account we now tranfmit you. 

Should any further information be required by you, we will with pleafure allow 
any Officer whom you may appoint for that purpofe to infpeft our Accounts of Toll?, 
and to make extracts from them.; and we will afford him every affiftance he may 
require, to enable him to obtain the moft minute information. 

By order, 

Directors General, &c. Arc. &c. .(Signed) W”' Greene, Sne c v < 



RETURN of Tolls, Tonnage, &c. on all kind of Goods and Merchandize, &c. 
by the Grand 'Canal, from 24th November 1800 to 25th February 1801. 



Potatoes. 


Dung. 


Sundries. 


Coals. . 


Turf. 


Timber. 


Brick. 


Stones. 


Total Tonnage. 


AMOUNT. 


261 if- 

! 


3 > 4 2 Ti 5 


1,044 I2§ 
80 IC 


674 7 
47s 5 


6.67 s s 


3l6 11 
62 IO 


1,943 12 
3 6 5 


2,791 O 


18,101 15 
7,6oi 5 


1 <• 4. 

3,69; in 
989 16 4 i 



(Signed) T. Warham, Broker. 



other articles of Merchandize brought to Dublin, before and until the 6th January 1799, 
•per mile upon the above articles. The Tolls on all Goods and Merchandize outwards, 
which day they were raifed to 2 d. per ton per mile. A Drawback of id. per ton 
was upon that line the fame depth of water as on the Athy Line. Potatoes i^. per 
not to exceed 2 s. 6d. for any diftance. Turf brought any diftance beyond 24 miles. 
Drawback. Turf fold at a price not exceeding is. Gd. per Gauge, a Drawback 
is. per ton. 

1 \d. per ton, not to exceed 3s. Gd. for any diftance. Bricks, 3d. per ton per mile. 
Stone and Sand, \d. per ton per mile; Stone from the Company’s quarries pay id. 

(Signed) W m Greene, SecL 
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Navigation-office, Parliament-houfe, ■ 
2d April i Soil. 

Gentlemen, 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation have received Mr. Greene’s : 
letter of the 25th ult. enclofing a return of Tolls for three months, ending the 25 th’ 
‘February la ft. 

I am directed by the Board to acquaint you, that they are concerned you cannot 
give them the fpecial information requefted by rhy letter of the 19th of March, which 
might have enabled them to form .feme judgment refpefting the purchafc of your 
Tolls, if you ffiould have been difpofed to fell any part of them. The propofitions 
•in your letter of the 33th of . March have for their objeft the obtaining Annuities in 
-compenfacion for the reduftion of your Tolls, which the Board are ferry to find 
•'beyond their power to comply with, not only from the excefs of the demands, but 
from the mode of compenfacion being fuch, viz. by Annuity, as they apprehend them- 
felves not competent to engage for. 

The Board would wife to. confider upon what terms it might be .proper to agree 
with your Corporation for a reduction of Toll, according to the Rates enumerated- 
•in the Aft. of the laft Seffion of Parliament, and therefore requeft you will lay before 
•them an Account, diftinguifhing the amount of the Tolls you have received refpeftively 
upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, Potatoes, Lime., Sand, Fuel, and Manure, in the 
laft year. 

With refpeft to the completion' of your line to Banagher, the Board requeft copies 
of the particular Eftimates with which you have been furnifhed for the fame on the 
■upper as well as the lower line ; and that they may have the opportunity of making 
'the neceffary enquiries refpefting the fame from your Engineer. 

By order of the Board, 

The Directors of the (Signed) William Gregory. 

Grand Canal Company- 



Grand Canal-houle, 1 6th April i8or. 

'Gentlemen, 

Immediately on receipt of your letter of the 2d inftant, we gave directions to 
<our Broker to ufe the utmoft diligence in making out the Account of our Tolls for the 
laft year ending 25th February 1801, diftinguifhing the Toll received upon each 
particular article. Much time and labour have been employed in making out this 
Account, as it was neceffary to recur to the original paffes given by the feveral Col- 
lectors ; we have now however the pleafure of prefenting ic (N 5 1.) for your infor- 
mation, although you muff be fenfible that in refpeft to the Tolls on Corn, Meal, 
Malt, flour, and Potatoes, a fecond year of dearth (amounting almoftto famine) 
-during which period a confiderable part of the confumption of the City of Dublin ■ 
was fupplied by foreign Countries, and no export whatever of the above enumerated 
articles took place, is fo far from being a proper criterion of the probable amount, of 
our Tolls on the neceffaries of life in years of plenty and general Export, that we fear 
it mull rather tend to miflead your judgment than to guide it to a juft c-onclufion 
upon the objeft which you wiih to investigate. It is proper that you fbould alio be 
•acquainted, that during near five months of the year, the Tolls whereof we now 
furnifh, there was a breach in the Canal to Tuliamore ; and that during the whole of 
that period there was but little trade on that which we deem the main branch of the 
Canal, and on that little, a reduction of one-half of the Toll took place, in order to 
compenface the Traders for the expence and lols of Land-carriage from one part of 
the Canal to the other. You obferve, that the propofitions contained in our letter of 
the 13th of March have for their objeft, the obtaining Annuities in compenfation for 
the reduftion of our T oils, which, you fay, you are ferry to find beyond your power 
to comply with, not only from the excefs of the demands, but from the mode of 
compenfacion being fuch, viz, by Annuity, as you apprehend yourfclves not compe- 
tent lo engage for. * 

We 
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TVe take the liberty to obferve, that we were induced to fugged the mode of 
Lie of our Tolls by Annuity, and for a certain number of years, rather' than by general 
Sale, as better adapted to the limited Fund Which had been voted by Pdrfiameht.' We 
however intended at the fame time to convey to you, that we are ready , to, fell the 
•value of certain portions of our Toils, for any given number of years, or for ever, 
’•the price whereof was to be calculated -'by -the rates at which Annuities are bought and 
fold, taking five per cent. Government Debentures at par, and making five per cent, 
per annum the. ground- work on which the number of years purchafe Ihould be paid. 
We are however difpofed to meet your wilhes, and to make a reduction in the articles 
'enumerated. . We have furnifhed you with every information in our power, and if 
you are difpofed to make us an offer for the purchafe of a portion of our Tolls in faid 
- articles, we fhall take the iubject into immediate ■ confederation. Herewith we have 
the honour to enclofe you Well- confid!eredEfti mates of the two Lines of Communi- 
cation with the Shannon atBanagher, (N° 2)1 you will find that the Eftimate of the 
■upper Line by Frankfort (3. &■ 4.) independent of the branch upon the fame level 
to Birr, amounts to 167, 548, which we confefs is more by at leafi^, 17,000. than 
we had any expectation it would amount to ; we are perfuaded. however that Mr. 
Kiilaly, on whole accuracy and integrity we from experience place the firm eft 
.reliance-, is but too well founded in the rates by which he has calculated; you wilt 
find alfo that his Eftimate of the Line' by the Vale of theBrufna; is below the amount 
which we had calculated upon a rough: eftimate. We are difpofed to entertain an 
■ equal confidence in rCfped to the accuracy of the two Eftimates now laid .before you. 
We confefs that wd feel a difpofition to favour the Grand Stale and future general 
utility of the upper Line, provided the difference of expence Ihould b-e.paid by you. r 
-and in that cafe we Ihould be difpofed to recommend it to the Company to adopt it: 
In doing this, however, we Ihould make no inconfiderable facrifice, by poftponing 
the receipt of the profits which we have reafon to expert would refult from a junction 
with' the Shannon i as we conceive that the line by Frankfort would require at 
.leaft two- years more for its completion than , that by the Vale of the Brofmr. 
•Our Engineer, Mr. Killaly, waits your orders; we have enjoined him to give you 
thefulleft information in his power on every fubjeifl upon which- you may think ftc to 
-gueftion him, and. he .is* ready to anfwer upon oath if you defire it. 

By ordeiy 

.( Signed) W m Greene, 

Sec*. 



'rtg. 



G 
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The Broker’s RETURN of Tolls, Tonwxge., &c. on all kind of Goods 
and Merchandize Imported to Dublin by the Grand Canal, for the laft 
Year-j ending -February the 2,5th i8o<t. 



’Flour - - - - - - “ 

'Corn ------- 

Meal ------- 

■Malt - - Yfhi s Return made cut from the 

Potatoes - entry of the PaJ'ss or Invoice at 1 

Coals and Culm C 'Dublin-, the former Account of > 
1 this date from the weekly 1 
*. , “ " Return of In- Tolls paid. 1 

Timber - L. J 

Bricks ------- 

.'Stone, Lime, and Sand - 
Hay and Straw - 

Sundries ------ 


TONNAGE. 


AMOUNT. 


Tons. Cwt. 
10,338 tj 

1,034 ° 

550 0 
649 5 

819 15 
2,576 15 
25,368 15 
1,431 >3 
12,677 ° 
18,370 10 
47 10 
8,266 8 


1 ■ x. 4. 

4,384 >3 6 
293 13 7 
174 10 6 

23 ‘ 1 5 5 
95 >7 3 
1,037 >7 3 
2,902 16 3 
520 2 5 

633 17 — 
380 — — 
4 16 ii 
1,672 0 4 


82,130 6 


12,3s 1 *9 

. 


Exported by the Grand Canal for the laft Year; ending 25th February 1801. 


Merchandize - 

■Grain ------- 

Meal - 

Malt ------- 

Coals ------- 

Manure ------ 

Stones and Slates - 

Sundries ------ 


TONNAGE. 


AMOUNT. 


Tons. Cwt. 

12,525 O 
222 15 

5 5 
15 0 

3>945 5 
11,790 10 
103 10 
1 17 10 


£. s. 4. 

2,466 

14 13 9 

* 3 — 

2 l6 Q 

220 

226 — — 

3 4 — 
740 


28,724 15 


£■ 2,941 11 6 



-Grand Canal Harbour, (E. E.) T. War bam, Broker. 

15 th April 1 80-1. 
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Navigation-office, Parliament Houfe, - 
30th April 1801. 

Gentlemen, ^ 

I am direded by the Board to Inform yon, that the Company of the Barrow 
Navigation have Rated to them, that they have completed their Navigation according 
to rhe conditions of the Ad of Parliament. The Board requeft to know upon what 
grounds the Grand Canal Company defer to lower their Tolls, according to the pro- 
-vifions of the Ad of the 29th of His prefent Majefty. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &.c. 

The Diredors of the (Signed) William Gregory. 

Grand Canal Company. 

■'Grand Canal Houfe, 
30th April 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

We had the honour to receive your letter of this date, in which you inform us, 
that the Barrow Navigation Company have Rated to you that they have completed 
their Navigation according to the conditions of the Ad of Parliament, and defiring to 
■know upon what grounds we defer to lower our Tolls, according to the provifions of 
the Adofthe 29th of His prefent MajeRy. 

We beg leave to acquaint you, that the Navigation of the river Barrow between 
Athy and Waterford, and of the river Shannon to Limerick, are not completed in 
fuch manner as to admit boats of the fame burthen as thofe on the Grand Canal, in 
■contemplation of the accompliffiment of which, and on which condition only, the 
Grand Canal Company conferred to an eventual redudion of their T oil. 

By order, 

The Diredors General, (Signed) Will- Greene, Secs'. 

&c. &C. &C. 

Navigation-office, Parliament Houfe, 
2jd May 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

The Diredors General of Inland Navigation have confidered your letter of 
the 1 6th of the lad month, inclofing ERimates of the two Lines of Communication 
from Tullamore to the Shannon at Bansgher, one by the Vale of the Brufna, 
amounting to Ninetv-feven thoufand fix hundred and fixty-three pounds fixteen flail- 
lings, the other by Frankfort, independent of the branch to Birr, amounting to One 
hundred and fixty-feven thoufand five hundred and forty-eight pounds eighteen flail- 
lings; alfo .inclofing an Account of your Tolls for the laR year, ending 25th February 
1801, diRinguiffiing the Toll received upon each particular article ; and informing the 
Board, that if they be difpofed to make you an offer for the purchafe of a portion of 
your Tolls, you will take the fubjed into confideration. 

The Board underRood that you had originally intended to keep the upper Line to 
Frankfort, including a branch to Birr, but that you had latterly determined to follow 
the Vale of the Brufna, on account of the comparative eheapnefs, and more fpeedy 
execution of the work by that lower line ; the difference between the expence of the 
’two lines, as above Rated, was then eRimated at about Thirty thoufand pounds. 

I am direded by the Board to acquaint you, that conceiving it might be a defire- 
able objed to preferve in contemplation a future extenfion of your line, they were 
difpofe-d to have contributed liberally to the above-mentioned difference, if you had 
thought it an objed of importance to preferve your upper level, and carry your Canal 
by Frankfort to Banagher; but. finding by the ERimates which you have now returned, 
that the difference of expence will be fo great as Seventy thoufand pounds (exclufive 
of Thirty-two thoufand for the branch to Birr) and as you exped the wkoleofthat 
fum to be paid by the Public, the Board muR now give up the idea, and are of opinion 
that you fliould follow whatever may be your own choice of the line by which you 
ihall join your Canal to the Shannon, according to your obligation under the Ad 0/ 
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'the 38th: of His prefent Majefty. It may be a matter of future confideration in what 
way your line (hall be extended from Tullamore to Birr, and if you have any thing 
’to offer upon the fubjedt, the Board will.give immediate attention to it. 

With refpedt to your Tolls, the Board are ready to recommend a purchafe of two- 
thirds of their prefent amount, at twenty-five -years purchafe, upon Flour, Com, 
Meal, Malt, and Potatoes, to be calculated either upon the produce thereof in the 
year ending 251b, February lad, or upon their average produce upon the lad three 
years, the laft five years', or-in the feven years ending at the fame time. 

The demands which you have made art? unfupported by any Accounts which have 
yet been laid before the Board. .But, making full allowance for Improvement, the 
Board hope you will think this propofal holds out ample confideration for any lofs of 
Income you can fuftain. 

By a reduction of the Tolls, the bufinefs upon your Canal mud- be considerably 
uncreated, independent of any competition by other means of Carriage by fuch a 
reduction you will in a great degree remove the competition, which otherwife mud 
:dand againd your prefent high Tolls,, from Land-carriage, from Carriage Coafiways, 
.and from the Carriage upon the Royal Canal, whofe Tolls on thole articles will be 
reduced to One Penny the ton per mile. 

And when the navigation of the Barrow, and the lower Shannon $iafl be completed, 
-your Tolls on the before-mentioned articles mud be reduced to One- Penny Halfpenny. 

As your line extends, the diftanc parts of it will be more expoftd' to' competition. 

You will alfo oblerve, that the Tolls which the Board propofe to be purchafed, do not 
•amount to one-tenth part of your revenues, and that they do not propofe to interfere 
’with the other nine-tenths. 

The Board propofe to take the calculation on. the articles before mentioned, upon- 
the produce of your Tolls for the year ending the 25th. February lad, or upon the 
average produce of the adtual receipt on the Tolls in the .lad three, five, or teren years, 
•ending at the fame time 5 and to recommend a fum to be granted to you- at- the rate of 
twenty-five years purchafe of the fame, with one-fourth more for a fimilar redudtion, 
upon the extenfion of your line from Tullamore to the Shannon. 

'The only Account before the Board, by which the income arifing from- the- before- 
mentioned articles can be afcertained, is your Account for the faid year. 

The amount appears to have been Five thoufand one hundred and eighty pounds 
ten (killings and three pence, and two-thirds of that fum at twenty-five years purchafe, 
with -the one-fourth addition, will. amount to One hundred and feven thoufand nine 
hundred and fixteen -pounds. 

If the ptirchafe of fuch Tolls upon thofe averages ihould very much exceed One 
hundred. thoufand pounds, the Board would defire to ftrikeoff the latter articles as- 
they (land here enumerated, taking in preference the purchafe upon Flout, Corn, Meal, 

• or Malt, according to the order in' which they areliere named. 

The Board conceive the advantages which you will derive from. this propofal to be 
extenfive and certain, and Ihould their offer in general meet your wiihes, they will, 
•without delay, come to an accurate afcertainment of the fum to be granted you, and 
will arrange with you fuch other points as may require adjuftment, that the propo- 
pofition may be fubmitted to His Excellency the Lord .Lieutenant,, and to. the Lords 
of His.Majefty’s Treafur.y, for their approbation. 

.1 have the honour to be, 

The Directors of &c. &c. &c. 

The Grand -Canal. (Signed) William Gregory-. 

'Grand Canal Hbufe, 
29th May 1801. 

'Gentlemen, 

We had the honour to receive your letter of.' tlie 23d .infiant, wherein you 
acquaint us, that you were difpofed to have contributed fiberally towards the. difference, 
of expenee to be incurred by purfuing the line of communication with Banagiier, by 
Frankfort, in. place of the lower line, by the Vale of the.Brufria, if: we had thought it 
an objedl of importance to preferve our upper level. 

We are fully fenfible of the wifdom of your views for the public advantage in pre- 
ferring thisdine, on account of the opportunity it’wouldafford offuture extenfions into 

the 
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the moft fertile part of the kingdom: but as our means are limited, and as the junftion 
with the Shannon by the ffiorteft and lead expenfive courfe, is the principal objeft 
which we have in contemplation, we do not think we fhould be juftified in prudence 
in undertaking the grand line of communication which you fo juftly prefer, iinlefs we 
fhould be indemnified for the whole of the difference in expence between the two lines ■, 
but feeling as we have always done a ftrong defire, even at an increafed ex pence, to 
make our works contribute as far as poffible to the public advantage, we aredilpofed, 
in puifuance of this difpoficion, to recommend to the Proprietors of the Grand Canal 
to embrace the line by Frankfort, in cafe you Pnould be difpofe’d 1 1 grant us an aid of 
A'. 46,000, being equal to. two-thirds of che eftimated difference of expence on the two 
lines, towards paying the laid difference, and to allow us three years in addition to the 
prefent term to complete it in. We beg leave however to affure you, that although 
we afk an additional period of three years, to complete this work in, yet we have reafon 
to believe, thac unleis Ionic unforefeen accident fhould intervene, it will not take more 
than three years altogether to accomplifh it ; and we are fully determined, if we (halt 
undertake it, to ufe our utmoft exertions in carrying on and complering it. We think 
it proper here to add, that the line by Frankfort is the only one by which a direct 
communication between Tullamore and Birr is p raft; cable, and you will find if you 
look into the Eftimates, that upwards of £.94,000 of the whole expence muft be in- 
curred between Tullamore and the School Lands, at which latter point the line turns 
weft to Banagher/and leaves Birr (diftant about five miles on the lame level) to the 
South. School Lands is the point of partition between Birr and Banagher, and as far 
as that point, the line from Tullamore runs in the only prafticable direft courfe 
to Birr. 

Ic appears therefore, that if the line by the Vale of the Brufna fnould now be 
adopted, and that a direft communication between Tullamore and Birr, and from 
thence inco the heart of the county of Tipperary .fhould be hereafter deemed anobjeft 
with the Public, it will be impoffible to accomplifh it without incurring the whole 
additional expence of the line between Tullamore and School Lands, which, as above 
obferved, amounts to £. 94,000, and for which additional expence (by reafon of the 
proximitv of the line by the Vale of the Brufna) there would be no equivalent advan- 
tage arifing to the Undertakers or the Public; but, on the contrary, if the upper line 
fhall now be embraced, the extenfion from School Lands to Birr, RolcreC, &c. upon 
one level, may be undertaken whenever it fhall be found convenient. On this impor- 
tant fubjeft we are anxious to receive your final anfwer immediately, as we are fully 
determined to make, without'further poftponement, every poffible exertion towards the 
accompliffimenc -of our engagements with the Public. We are extremely forry to 
acquaint you, that we are unanimous in deeming your propofal on the fubjeft of the 
purchafe of our Tolls utterly inadmiffible. We however think it our duty to the 
Public, and to the Proprietors of the Grand Canal, to give you a full and final anfwer 
on this important fubjeft, which we lhall have the honour to lay before you as foon 
as we are favoured with your anfwer on the fubjeft of the line by Frankfort. 

By order, 

The Direftors Genera], (Signed) Will™ Greene , Sec r . 

<&c. &C. &Ci 

Navigation-office, Parliament Houfe, 
9th June 1 Soi. 

Gentlemen, 

The Direftors General have received your letter of the 29th or May, in anfwer 
to the Board’s of the 23d, refpefting the lines from Tullamore to Banagher, and 
rejecting the propofitioriMhich che Board had offered to your confideration, to enable 
you to complete your junction with the Shannon, on condition of your reducing your 
Tolls upon the fpecific articles therein mentioned. 

The Board conceiving, from the manner in which you have quoted the fubftance 
of their Laid letter, that they may not fully have impreffed you with their ideas, have 
direfted me to reflate the fubjeft to you. . 

It appeared to the Board, that you originally had in contemplation the Line from 
Tullamore by Frankfort, to the Shannon at Banagher; that you afterwards, upon con- 
fiderations of difpatch' and economy, refolded upon che- lower line by che Vale of 
169. H the 
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the Brufna, The firft of thofe lines, with an extenfion to Birr, you eftimated at one 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, the lower at One hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds, while the Board thought that the difference of expence in continuing your 
Level would be but Thirty thoufand pounds, and that a communication with Birr 
would be attained by the upper line, they were .difpofed to contribute very liberally 
to it, and for that purpofe requefted to fee the Eftimates of each feyeral line. 

The Board then received your letter of the 16th of April laft, inclofing Eftimates 
for the Line by Frankfort, amounting to One hundred and fixty-feven thoufand five 
hundred and forty-eight pounds eighteen (hillings ; for the extenfion to Birr, amount-; 
ing to Thirty-two thoufand one hundred and twenty-two pounds one (hilling, making 
together One hundred and ninety-nine thoufand fix hundred and feventy pounds 
nineteen (hillings ; and for the line by the Vale of the Brufna, amounting to Ninety- 
Even thoufand fix hundred and fixty-thr.ee pounds fix teen (hillings,. fo that the dif- 
ference which was formerly dated to be only thirty thoufand pounds, appeared to be 
one hundred and two thoufand and feven pounds three (hillings.; this fum fo very far 
exceeded the ideas which the former ftatements had led the Board to entertain, that 
they left you to follow what you might think to be for the advantage of your Navi- 
gation according to the Law, and the Recognizance under which you are bound: to 
finifh your line. 

The Board undei.ftood from the Subfcribers to the Queen’s County Canal, that in 
cafe they fnould not deure to execute their whole line, you had propofed to them, 
and intended to undertake (he making thac portion of their Canal which is to run 
from Mountmellick to a junction with your Canal at Moriafterevan* upon the fame 
terms as thole agreed upon between them and this Board, and that they had arranged 
with you all matters relpeifting the dimeniions of their Canals, Locks, and Bridges, 
and the making an Aqueduft over the Barrow ; but the Board are now informed that 
the negotiation is at a ftand ; that you objefl to their Canal forming a junction with 
yours, and that ftiould you agree,- you require them firft to enter into an engage- 
ment not to extend their line, or fufter any to be carried to Cafiiei, or weft ward 
of that town, without your confent, according to feme line of demarcation for -that 
purpofe. 

I am directed by the Board to requell you will inform them, whether you intend' 
to make any propolal to them for a Canal from Mountmellick to Monaftc revan, or 
whether you full objedt to the junction of the* Queen’s County Canal-; and thac you 
will favour them with your reafons againft a work which promifes great' ad van cage to 
the Metropolis, and to the Public in general, the improvement of the Country 
through which it is propofed to be carried, and which muft confiderably increafe 
your Revenues, without putting you to any expence whatever ; as alfo, thac you will 
be pleaied to date to the Board the exadt line of demarcation which you propofe 
for the exciuficn of all Canals by any other Company but yours, and the grounds, 
whether of Law, right, private or public benefit, upon which you found fuch an 
exdufive claim, that the Board may have the kibjedt fully before them as a guide to 
their (uture proceedings. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Diredlors of (Signed) William Gregory. 

The Grand Canal. 



Gentlemen, 

We had the henrur to receive your letter, of the 19th June laft,' wherein you 
reflate your fentiments refpedting the upper and lower Lines of Communication 
between the Grand Canal at Tullamore, and the river Shannon at Banagher, and 
feem pointedly to dwell on the difference between the Eftimates of thofe Lines at 
diff erent-periods ; in anfwer to which, and in order to (hew you that it could not have 
been our intention to mifleadyou by our reprefentaticns, we beg leave to refer you 
to our letter of the 30th September 1800, wherein we (late, that ■“ The experience 
“ w hich the Diredlors of the Grand Canal have had in the infufficiency of Eftimates, 
“ and how much they in general fall fhort of the real expence incurred in executing 
cf extenfive works, makes it neceffary to obferve, thac although the perfons who have 

" made 
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ec made the above Surveys and Eftimates are men of confiderable ability, yet the 
« Directors would not enter upon the execution of any of the faid lines without one 
“ or more further Surveys and Eftimates of the fame ; nor do they imagine that tl e 
“ Direftors General of Inland Navigation, would be difpofed to engage to grant 
4C them any fpecific fum, until the particular line to be adopted Ihould be prevjoufly 
<« Purveyed and eft i mated by fome confidential perfon on the part of the Directors 
<c General.” To this we have only to add, that for the purpofe of giving you every 
poffible information in our power of the real expence of the two lines in queftion, 
■we fent our Engineer, (on whofe integrity and ability we had and have the greateft 
reliance'' to be examined by you upon oath as to the correftnefs of his Eftimates, and 
which we underftand was accordingly done. 

In refpedt to the two lines in queftion, we take the liberty of affuring you, that in 
•making a propofal to accept of two-thirds of the difference of the eftimated expence 
of the° lints, we were impelled by a principle not altogether reconcileable to die 
ftridl rules or prudence, namely, that of preferring an object of public advantage' 
to the confide ration of our own individual benefit, as the certain delay in the comple- 
tion of onr works to the Shannon, together with the additional expence of one-third 
part of the eftimated difference, which we muft have borne, could noth our opinion 
have been ccmpenlated by any advantage which could have been derived from the 
trade of one line in preference to that of the other ; the only materially fuperior 
advantage in the upper line being derived from the circumftanee of keeping up the 
water level, and thereby facilitating rheextenfion of Inland Navigation into the county 
of Tipperary at fome future period. We have reafon therefore to be perfe&iy 
fatisfied •: as far as -relates to the interefts of the Grand Canal Company) with your 
difmiffd of this fubjeft; and in truth we fiiould not now be difpofed to renew the offer 
we lately made refpe<5ting it, having in confequence of your anfvver, and a further 
confideration of the fubjeft, come to a final determination to proceed without one' 
moment’s further delay to execute the Canal from Tuilamore to the Shannon 
.by the Vale of the Brufna, and we have given orders to our Engineers' accordingly. 

And, as- we mean to profecute the work with all poffible expedition, we ftill have 
little doubt of.completing it before the expiration of the time limited by our recog- 
nizance, notwithftanding the unforefeen difficulties which we have had to encounter 
from the date of the' country, and the time loft in negoeiation with Parliament and 
your Honourable Board; and we indulge an earneft hope, that the wife and liberal 
views of the Legifla cure, and the anxious expectations of the Public, may be fulfilled by 
our finding the river Shannon made a perfedl navigation at the public expence, and 
■free from Toll, by the time our Canal may be united with it. But fnould you not deem 
it advifable to make the Shannon navigable on thefe principles, on intimation thereof 
from you, we will lay before you a propofal for the execution thereof, on. more favour- 
able terms to the Public than. you can obtain from any other perfon or perfons capable 
of executing the lame. . 

The extenfion of our Canal to the fources of the Barrow was one of the objects in 
contemplation at the time of the incorporation of our Company, in the year I/7 2 j 
this extenfion was in exprefs terms then granted to us by our ACt of incorporation ; and 
we have long fince had in view the making a Canal to Mountmellick, but have poft- 
poned it from time to time in favour of objects of. more importance., viz.^ the junction 
with the Barrow at At-hy, and with the -river Shannon. 1 he propofitions or the 
Colliery Canal Company, however, make it r.ecefiary that we fliould come to fome 
final determination on this point. We have therefore the honour to acquaint you, 
that we have refolved upon recommending to the Proprietors of the Grand Canal, to 
.make an extenfion of their works as far as Mountmellick, under tne powcis of the 
Aft of their incorporation, as foon as we fhall have put the Canal to the Shannon in 
finch a ftate of forwardnefs as may infure the completion of that work, without hazard- 
ing the breach of our recognizance. t 

We cannot conjecture upon what grounds you have formed the ic.ea, tnat^we pro- 
pofe “ a line of demarcation for the exclufion of all Canals by any other Company 
<« than ours.” W’e claim no fuch right, we arrogate no fuch privilege ; the right \vc 
claim, namely, that of either refilling or granting our confer. t to any other Canal to 
join ours we derive under the firft principles of law and juftice, which prohibit any one 
from entering upon another’s property without his con lent. But if this were a weak 

• barrier 
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barrier, it is amply fortified by the Aft under which your Board was inflituted ; and fo 
fully did the Legiflature at all times recognize this right, that it prohibits one Canal 
even to approach another, if it fball be found in any manner to injure or dimini fh the 
property thereof. We beg leave to quote the following fhort but emphatic recog- 
nition of this principle, from the twenty-fixth of His prefent Majefty, chap. 60. 
feftion 42 : 

“ And whereas the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, have, at a very 
“ great expence, nearly completed the faid Canal to the river Barrow, and are by law 
“ empowered to make a communication or Canal between the faid Grand Canal, and 
P the navigable parts of the river Barrow, and to complete the navigation of the laid 
“ river from the fources thereof to the Bridge of Athy, and it is rcafonable and juft 
“ that the faid Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal fhould have the foie 
<c benefit arifing from their faid works, and it would be unjuft that any other perfons 
“ Ihould be permitted in any manner to avail rhemfelves, to their own enulumenc 
“ and the injury of the faid Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, of the very 
*' great pains and expence which the laid Company have been, or may be at, in the 
c< laid works ; Be it therefore Enadled by the Authority aforelaid. That nothing herein 
c< contained /hall be conitrued to empower the faid county of Kildare Canal Com- 
“ p-ny to make any navigable Cut or Cuts to the river Barrow, or the town of Athy, 
" or within ten miles of the laid river, unlefs the content of the faid Company of Under- 
t: takers of the Grand Canal fnail have been firft had for fo doing,- under their com- 
‘ c mon leal.” We repeat, that we claim no right to limit or refcrain any other Com- 
pany from making a Canal to any part of Ireland they may think fit, provided they 
do not approach our navigation in fuch manner as to injure the trade thereof j but if 
any Navigation Company Ihould demand permiffion to join our Canal, we claim a 
right to withhold our confent, or to annex luch conditions thereto as may be found 
confonant with this principle. We are inclined to think however, that the nature of 
the country, and the valley formed by the river Suir, will effeduaily prevent any ex- 
tenfion from Mountmeilick to the Weftward which might interfere with us, and as 
we feel no portion of the imputed difpofition to monopolize inland navigation ; 
we do not hefitate to declare, that when the country fhall be furveyed, and it lhall be 
found what extenfions are and what are not practicable, no unnecelfary reftriction or 
ftipulation will be made on our parr, which can or ought to prevent the Caftle 
Comber Company from joining our Canal at Mountmeilick ; at leaft we can with the 
molt perfect fmcericy a'ffure you, that, fo far from williing to obltrud or impede their 
progrefs from that point in the line which they have thcmfelves marked out that we 
arc difpofed to give them every affiftance in our power to promote the undertaking: 
further than thefe difpofitions go, we are not yet prepared to pledge the Company 
which we repretent:. When we fhaii have had an opportunity of receiving more accurate 
information from adtual furveys than we at prefent poflefs, and which furveys we 
intend to caufe to be made as foon as conveniently may be, we (hall communicate 
with you upon this fubjedt without the leaft referve. 

By order. 

Grand Canal Houfe, (Signed) Will" 1 Greene , Sec y . 

jd July 1 8oi. 

The Directors General, &c. &c. &c. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 
10th July 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

In our letter of the 29th of May laft, we had the honour to communicate to 
you the refult of our determination on the propofition made by you for the purchafe 
of two-thirds of our Tolls on certain articles. We now take the liberty of addreffing 
you more fully on the fubjedjt. We are extremely forry to find fulfilled, what indeed 
we had too great reafon to apprehend, namely, that neither your views on the fubjedt 
of our Tolls, nor your means (confidering the engagements which you appear to have 
already formed) were adequate to the purchafe of two-thirds of our Tolls on Corn, 
Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes. 

You defired an Account of our Tolls for the laft year on thefe articles j as we were 
unable to give you a diftindt account of the Tolls on particular articles for a more 

diftant 
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■aidant period, but in furnifning that account we thought it neceffary to caution you 
•again!! forming an erroneous opinion on that fubjea, and we told you that “although 
■“you muft be fallible, that in refpeft to the Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and 
« Potatoes, a fecond year of dear* (amounting almoft to famine) during which 
« period a confiderable part of the confunnption of the city of Dublin was fupplred by 
“ foreign countries, and no export whatever of the above enumerated articles took 
“ place, is fo far from being a proper criterion of the probable amount of our Tolb 
■“ on the neceflaries of life, in years of plenty and general export, that we fear it mult 
“ rather tend to miflead your judgments than guide it to a juft conclufion upon the 
" fubieft you wilh to inveftigate. 

“ It is proper that you ihould alfo be acquainted, that durtng near five months ot 
“ the year the Tolls whereof we now furniih, there was a breach in the Canal to 
« Tullamore ; and that during the whole of that period there was but little trade on 
“ that which we deem the main Branch of the Canal, and on that little a reduftion 
•« of one-half of the Toll took place, in order to compenfatp the 1 radets for the lols 
“ and expence of Land-carriage from one part of the Canal to the other. 

Notwithftanding the above accurate defcripdon of the Account which was deliverea 
■to you, it is folelv on the bafis of that account you make your prefect offer. When 
the premifes are 'laid in error, it is impoffible to form any juft conclufion: we have 
therefore been under the neceffity of declining to accept of your offer ; but, in order 
to manifeft to you and to the Public that we are difpoled to accept of terms, which, 
-upon a full inveftigation of the fubjea, will be- found extremely moderate, vre are 
ready to accept the lbm of One hundred and thirty thoufand pounds for the Reduftion 
of our Tolls from Three Pence to Two Pence per ton per mile on the enumerated 
articles on our prefent Canal, and on its extenfion to the Shannon by the V ale of The 
Brufna. It is to be underftood, however, that this engagement is in no way to • airett 
the Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour which lhall be brought to Dublin from a 
diftance of ten miles below Athy and Banagher iefpeaively, when the c.aufc in the 
Aa of the 18th of His prefent Majefty relative to this point (hall come into opera- 
tion • In the mean time, however, the Toll on the enumerated articles brought Irom 
theft places will be reduced from Three Pence to Two Pence per ton per mile. 

The perfonal refped we entertain for the Individuals wno compote your Boatd, 
and the long experience which the Public have had of the good ftnfe and integrity of 
your Chairman, induce us to receive with deference whatever obfervations you may 
think fit to make on any fubjea conceded with the matter in queftion : We have 
therefore duly confldered your animadverfions on the advantages of low To 1 : and 
although we admit that a Reduftion of our Tolls on Corn and Flour might tend 
towards the extenfion of agriculture, and thereby eventually increafe the quantum of 
carriage on the Canal, yet we are perfuaded that thofc articles will bear -he full 
amount of our Tolls ; and we entertain no apprehenfion whatever that Land-carriage 
can be brought into competition with Water-carriage on a perfeft Canal and River 
Navigation, levying the full Tolls we are by law entitled to take And with refoeft 
-to the ooflible rivalry of Coaft-carriage from the lower parts of the Barrow and Shan- 
non, we conceive that the ReduSion of Toll on the enumerated articles from 1 T Tree 
Pence to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mne from fitch fituations will prevent 
any competition by Coaft-carriage, whenever the Navigation of the above Rl vers 1 lhall 
he put in fuch a date as may entitle the Public to the advantage of that Redu&on. 
We have expended above One million of private property m the attainment or our pre- 
fect advantageous fituation. We mean to complete our wo.lt to 

hereafter make feveral off-branches from the main trunk of our Canal, at a father , 
confiderable expence. It cannot be expefted therefore that we ihould mlinquilh the- 
certain great revenue which muft arife from the Corn-trade without an adequate com- 

Pe The°probabIe extent of that trade whenour Canal ihall.be united with the Shannon, 
and that Rivet be made a perfeft Navigation, muft, we conceive, far furpafs any 
thing which this country has yet witneifed. Hundreds of thouiands of acres - , 

land in Connaught, Leinfter, and Munfter, which are now unprodudivc, or lolciy 
devomd to pafture, will be turned to tillage, and the produce of them tran ported 
through our P Canal to Great Britain, whofe demands are great, and annually tn- 
•creating. 

Some 
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Some idea of the magnitude of thefe demands may be formed by a reference to the 
flatements of feme of the abieftand beft-informed men in the Imperial Parliament. 

In a recent foeech in the Houfe of Commons, Lord Sheffield dated, that the ave- 
rage impo-t of Corn into Great Britain for the lafl ten years was in value equal to 
Three millions three hundred thoufand pounds per annum, and that in the year 1800 
it amounted to Ten millions fix hundred thoufand pounds. 

And it appeared from Documents laid before the Iri-fh Parliament, that the weight 
of the Corn imported into Great Britain on the average of three years ending the 
day of.. was two hundred and forty-feven thoufand tons, which, added to 

the Dublin confumption of feventy thoufand tons, make three hundred and feventeen 
thoufand tons; and luppofe only eighty thoufand tons of that quantity to be carried 
forty 'miles by our Canal at Three Pence a ton a mile, the Toil wouid amount to 
Forty thoufand pounds a year, and one-third part thereof, which we now propofc to fell, 
would amount to upwards of Thirteen thoufand pounds a year; and we take leave to 
dbferve, that when a liberal and enlightened Parliament, forefeeing the great advan- 
tages of fupplying Great Britain with Corn from the bofom of this councry, anxious 
to makefbme compenfacion to. the city of Dublin for the lofs of the inland bouncies 
on the carriage of Corn, and fenfible of che advantages which the nation a: large, as 
well as that , great city, would derive from the pofieffion of an extenfive Inland Naviga- 
tion with low Tolls, have devoted Half a Million to the attainment of thefe mod de- 
li table objedts, and marked the opening of the Shannon, and an immediate commu- 
nication between that River and the Capital, as the two primary objects of its bene-* 
ficer.c folicitude. It could hardly have been expefled that funds fo appropriated 
and directed fhould have been fo far exhaufted upon objedls remote in their operation 
(which the Legiflature had not deemed worthy of particular notice) as to cramp and. 
limit your power to little more than one-ffifeh of the fund for the attainment of one 
of the grand objedts to which the attention of your Board was fpecificallv and em- 
phatically diredeed by the Adt of Parliament which gave birth to your inftitution. 

You have thought fit to mention the Rcdudtion of Tolls which you have effedted 
on the Royal Canal: permit us with great deference to make a few obfervations on 
this fubjedt. 

According to the Statement of the Royal Canal Company to the Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons on Inland Navigation, in May 1800, their' Tolls for the 
preceding four months amounted only to Two hundred and thirty pounds five (billings 
' and three halfpence ; the whole of their Tolls for that year could not therefore have 
well exceeded Seven hundred pounds. The Tolls of che Grand Canal Company, for 
the fame period, amounted to Fifteen thoufand pounds, and thofe on Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, alone, to upwaids of Five thoufand pounds; yet, the Royal 
Canal Company are to receive the fum of Ninety -five thoufand eight hundred and 
fixty-fix pounds, for a redudtion of one-third of their Tolls on the articles above 
enumerated ; and we are only offered One hundred and feven thoufand nine hundred 
pounds for a reduction of two-thirds of ours. The one-third which they relinquilh 
too, is only one Halfpenny, whilft the two-thirds which we are required to give up, 
are Two Pence per ton per mile. 

Suppofmg the Polls on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, to have borne on 
the Royal Canal the fame proportion to the total amount of their Tolls, as thole 
articles do to the total amount of Tolls on the Grand Canal, chat is, to about the one- 
third part thereof, the amount of Tolls on the enumerated articles. on the Royal 
Canal would be Two hundred and thirty-eight pounds fix fhillings and eight pence 
per annum, for one-third of which, viz. Seventy-feven pounds fifteen (hillings and 
(even pence, you have thought fit to grant to the Royal Canal Company twelve 
hundred years pirchafe, that is to fay, the fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred 
and fixty-fix pounds. 

If the fame proportion of purchafe were to take place for the fale of two-thirds 
of our Tolls on the enumerated articles, viz. two-thirds of Five thoufand pounds 
per annum, we ought to receive upwards of Four millions fterling for the fale 
thereof. 

We do not prefume to queftion the propriety of the foregoing tranfadtion with the 
Royal Canal Company, we are however utterly at a lofs to conceive upon what ftate- 
mentof che prefenc Revenue of the Royal Canal on the enumerated articles, or on 
what calculation of its future amount, you have thought fit to granc them fo large a 
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Turn ; as, under the 38th of His prefent Majefiy, chapter 79, the Royal Canal Com- 
pany are bound by Recognizance in the penalty of Fifty thoufand pounds, to execute 
their Canal to Thomas-town, in the County of Weftmeath, thirty-three miles from 
-the river Liffey, without requiring any further public aid for fo doing than the fum of 
Twenty-five thouland pounds granted to them by that ftatute; and, from the frequent 
'intimations you have fo properly given to us refpeftingour Recognizance, you are fully 
•fenfible that Recognizances ought not to remain dead letters. 

But we think we have juft reafon to complain of the ufe endeavoured to be made 
of the reduction, of the Tolls on the Royal Canal on the enumerated articles, viz. 
to force the Grand Canal Company, without any adequate compenfation, to reduce 
•their Tolls alfo, left the low rate of carriage on the Royal Canal Ihould draw off the 
trade from the Grand Canal within a certain extent ; the hoftility of the intention, 
however, is all the injury we are likely to fuffer from this meafure. 

The Royal Canal has too many difficulties to encounter for us to entertain any 
-ferious apprehenfions of its ever being completed to the Shannon, and even if at fome 
•future far diftant period it fhould arrive there, the dangerous gulph of Lough Rhea 
rnuft for ever prevent the carriage of goods to the Royal Canal from any place to the 
fouthward of that Lough ; but although we do not prefume to queftion the propriety 
of the grant on our own account, we humbly apprehend that the Proprietors of Land, 
the Millers, Maltfters, Manufacturers, and Farmers, in the fertile counties of Kildare, 
Carlow, Kilkenny, WexfOrd, Waterford, Tipperary, Galway, Clare, Limerick, King 
and Queen’s Counties, and a great part of the county of Weftmeath, whofe property 
tnuft be materially affected by allowing the high rate of Toll to remain on the Grand 
Canal, will have well-founded caufe to complain that they are not allowed the fame 
advantages which have been granted to perfons of their defeription, by the reduction 
of Toll on the Royal Canal in thofe counties through or near which it may be 
carried ; and we doubt not, that when the Public fiiall be made acquainted with the 
circumftances of the cafe, means will be found to grant them redrefs hereafter, by 
enabling you ro make an adequate offer for the purchafe of two-thirds of our Tolls 
on the enumerated articles. 

We repeat, that one principal objeeft which we conceive the Legifiature had in 
contemplation, when it granted Half a million for the encouragement of Inland Navi- 
gation, was, to remunerate both the landed intereft of this Kingdom, and the inhabi- 
tants of the Metropolis, for the lofs fuftained by the abolition of the bounties on the 
carriage of Corn to Dublin ; how far this objeeff will be attained by the partial grant 
of a large fum of money to one Canal, which cannot come into operation for perhaps 
twenty years, we leave to the confideration of an Imperial Legifiature, and to the 
■.feelings of thofe who have been taxed for the attainment of a general, not a partial 
benefit. 

By order, 

(Signed) Will Greene, 

The Directors General, Sec*. 

&c. &c. &c. 

[The Board’s further anfvver to the Letter from the Directors of the 
Grand Canal Company of the 10th inft. will be found amongft thefe 
papers, dated the 9th of February 1802.] 

Navigation-office, Merrion-ftreet, 
16th July 1801. 

•Gentlemen, 

- The Dire&ors General have received your letter of the 10th inftant, and have 
directed me to acquaint you, that they are extremely forry the offer made by them 
for the purchafe of a portion of your Tolls, and which they hoped would appear to be 
liberal and advantageous, has not met with your concurrence ; and that the offer which 
you have made is notfuch as the Board can recommend. 

By order of the Board, 

. To the Directors of (Signed) William Gregory. 

The Grand Canal. 
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Grand Canal Hotiii^ 
17 th Dec. 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

In our letter of the 10th of July laft, we made you the following propofal; viz- 
“ We are ready to accept the fum of/. 1 30,000. for the redudion of our Tolls from 
“ Three Pence to T wo Pence per ton per mile on the enumerated articles (viz. Flour, 
“ Corn, Meal, Malt, and Potatoes) on our prefent Canal, and on its extenfion to the 
“Shannon by the Vale of the Brufna. It is to be underftood however, that this 
{t engagement is in no way to affed the Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, which 
“ (ball be brought to Dublin from a diftance of ten miles below Athy and Banagher 
“ reipedively, when the Claufe in the Act of rhe 38 th of His prefent Majefty., 
“ relative to this point (hall come into operation ; in the mean time however, the 
tc Toll on the enumerated articles brought from thofe places will be reduced from. 
“ Three Pence to Two Pence per ton per mile.''’ 

As we underftand that there is a negociation on foot between your Board and the 
Proprietors of the Barrow Navigation, for the completion of the Navigation of that 
river upon an enlarged fcale, and for the reduction of Tolls thereon; and as it alfo 
appears that you are about to open the Navigation of the river Shannon, we are 
.difpofed to affift, as far as may be within our power, to put the Public into the 
immediate polfeflion of the benefits which muft refult from perfeding the Navigation 
:of the two great rivers above-mentioned, and for this purpofe, nor.vithftanding the 
very favourable change which Peace has produced on the general Commerce of the 
Country, and the particular advantage which we have reafon to expect from the 
fyftem of the Corn Trade about to be adopted between Great Britain and Ireland, we 
are induced to renew the propofal above cited, and to fuperadd thereto the following 
material conceflion, viz. 

Provided the above propofal (hall be accepted, and the neceflary fteps taken for 
completing, on an enlarged fcale, the Navigation of the rivers Barrow and Shannon,, 
and that the Toll on thofe rivers on the enumerated articles fhall not exceed One 
Penny per ton per mile, and that an engagement fhall be entered into by the Proprietors 
of the Barrow Navigation, that the works on that river between Athy and Carlow 
fhall be completed within one year and a half from firft of January next, we will 
forthwith reduce the Toll on all Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin by 
the Grand Canal, from a diftance of ten miles below Athy and Banagher reipedively, 
from '1 hree Pence to Three Halfpence per ton per mile, without waiting for the com- 
pletion of the improvements on faid rivers, without the accomplifhment of which the 
Public would not be entitled by Law to any redudion of Toll on our Canal from the 
places above-mentioned. 

It is unnecclfary for us to fate to you the very great benefit which would accrue 
to the Public from the immediate redudion of Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, 
brought to the Capital from the two great rivers ahove-mentioned for many years-, 
before they could otherwife be entitled to thofe. advantages 

And as it may be defireable that the whole of the negociation on the fubjed of the 
redudion of Toll fiiould be brought to a conclufion, at the fame time it may be 
proper further to mention in refped to the intended extenfion of our Canal to Mount- 
mtliick, that if the foregoing propofal fihail be acceded to, and the Diredors General 
fhould vvifh to reduce the Toll on the articles enumerated in their letter, from Three 
Pence to Two Pence per ton per mile on faid extenfion, we will accept in confidera- 
tion thereof the fum of Fifteen thoufand pounds, and we will engage to complete faid 
extenfion within four years from the firft of January next; or, if the Diredors General 
fhall think it expedient to place the intended Canal towards the Collieries upon the 
fame advantageous footing, in refped to Toll, with the Navigation of the rivers 
Shannon and Barrow refpedively, we will accept the fum of/. 1 ^,000 for a redudion 
of Toll from Three Pence to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile on all Corn, 
Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal, from a diftance, of 
.ten miles beyond Mountmellick, on rhe Colliery Canal. 

By order of the Court of Diredors, 

The Diredors General (Signed) Will" Greene . 

of Inland Navigation. 
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Navigation-office, 
24th December 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

Th,e Diredlors General of Inland Navigation have received your letter of the 
z /th inftant, refpedting the fale of a portion of your Tolls, with certain conditional 
Propofitions refpedting the Barrow Navigation, and the Caftlecomber Canal; and I 
am diredted by the Board to acquaint you, that the fame lhall be taken into confide 
ration as foon as poffible. 

In the mean time, as the Board wifh to have the whole of the fubjedt before them 
and as you were pleafed in your letter of the 30th of November; to fay that you 
would lay before them a Propofal for making the river Shannon navigable ; 

I am diredted to requeft you will let the Board know the terms of your propofal for 
the Shannon. 

By order of the Board, 

Diredtors of (Signed) _ Henry R. Paine , 

The Grand Canal. in abfence of the Secretary. 



Gentlemen, 



Grand Canal Houfe, 
January 2zd 1802. 



The Grand Canal Dire&ors are preparing their Report to the Company at 
large for their annual meeting in the next month, and they beg the favour of you, if 
you have come to any decifion upon the Propofals from them now before you,, to 
acquaint them thereof, that they may date the fame to the Company. 



-By order of the Board, 



The Diredtors General; 
&c. &c. See. 



(Signed) W m Greene y Sec?. 



Navigation-office, 

_ Jan. 26th 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Greene’s letter of 
the 2 2d inftant, and to acquaint you that they will be ready to lay before you their 
fentiments on your Propofals for the redudtion of Tolls on your Navigation, previous 
■to the annual meeting of your Company. 

By order of the Board, 

Directors of (Signed) Wffliatii Gregory. 

The Grand Canal. 



Navigation-office, 
9th Feb. 1802. 

^'Gentlemen, 

The Diredtors'General of Inland Navigation have perufed your letter of the 17th 
f of December, containing a Propofal for the fale of a portion of your Tolls ; and refer- 
ring to your letter of the 10th July laft upon the fame fubjedt, — 

1 am diredted by the Board to acquaint you, that they will immediately communi- 
cate with you upon your Propofals. But firft, upon a revifion of your letter of the 
10th of July, the Board are obliged to make a few obfervations upon it, and to cor- 
redtfome matters of fadt. 

In that letter you Rate your having furniffied the Board with an Account of the 
Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt-, Flour, and Potatoes, for the preceding year, bein°- unable 
to give them a diftindt account for a more diftant period. You ftate the inefficiency of 
that paper, , and you fay, that it is folely on the bafts of that account they made you 
their offer of the 23d of May. The Board requeft you to turn -to their Lid offer, and 

K you 
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•you will fin 1 that it has efcapecl your notice to (late that the Board propofcd to purch'afe'' 
two-thirds of the amount of your Tolls upon Flour, Corn, Meal, Malt, and Potatoes, 
to be “calculated either upon the produce thereof in the year ending the 25th of 
“ February lafb, or upon their average produce in the lad three years, the lad 'five 
“years; orin thefeven years ending at the fame time ;” and that the fame propofition 
is repeated in the latter part of their letter. 

You have made a comparative ftatement of the grant made to the Royal Canal 
Company, and the offer made to you, as if the fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hun- 
dred and fixty-fix pounds had been given to them merely for a reduction 1 ofone- third 
of their Tolls, and only on the articles above enumerated. 

You have omitted to date that the fum granted to the Royal Canal, though it pro- 
vides for the Reduction of the Tolls, is to be applied to the execution of their Canal ; 
and that if the expence falls fliort of the grant, the faving thereon will accrue to the 
Public; but if it exceeds, the excefs mud be borne by the Corporation. 

You have alfo dated the Reduftionon the Royal Canal to refpeft only the articles 
; above enumerated. The propofed Reduction on your Canal cerrair.ly was to extend 
no farther, but you have not obferved that the Reduction effected on the Royal. Canal 
•extends to every commodity whatfoever. 

You have contraded the dourifhing date of your revenues with the trifling produce 
of the Royal Canal, and you have made a comparative calculation, as if the grant to 
the Royal Canal Company were founded upon a datement of their prefent revenue 
on the enumerated articles. What the Board have explained as- above may fufii- 
ciently clear the mifcencepuon of the faft. 

And they requed you to recolleft, that if they have made allowance for the Reduc- 
tion of Tolls hereafter to be collefted on the yet unfiniftied Royal Canal, they made 
afimilar offer to you for the part of your line from Tullamore to Banagher, which 
was not then begun. 

You are at a lofs to conceive upon what datement of the prefent revenue of the 
Royal Canal on the enumerated articles, or on what calculation of its future amount 
the Board have thought fic to grant them fo large a fum, as, under the Aft' of the 3Sth 
of His prefent Majefty, the Royal Canal Company are bound by Recognizance in the 
penalty of Fifty thoufand pounds to execute their Canal thirty-three miles from the 
River Liffey, without requiring any further aid for fo doing than the fu m of Twenty-five- 
thoufand pounds granted to them by that datute ; and from the frequent intimations 
the Board have fo properly given to you refpefting your Recognizance, you infer that 
they are fully fenfible that Recognizances ought. not to remain- dead- letters. 

It is hardly neceffary for the Board to trouble you on a fubjeft which does not im- 
mediately relate to your own affairs; but you are perfectly right in the inference you. 
draw, ar.d may be aflured that the intered and llcurity. of the Public have been tho- 
roughly attended to by the Board in that refpeft. 

The Recognizance of the Royal Canal Company was for an indeterminate time; it 
Rands now for a determinate time. The completion of the line to which you al'.ude, 
as well, as of the whole Navigation to the farther extremity of. the Summit Level at 
Coolnahay, is further effeftually fecurcd : in addition to which you will obferve, that 
by thus edablifhing this Canal through fo fertile a country, and upon fuch moderate 
Tolls as gives good. hope that the revenues may rife to ten per cent, the Twenty-five 
thoufand pounds before-mentioned advanced to them will then, according to law,, be 
repaid to the Public. 

You complain of the ufe endeavoured to be made of the R'eduftion of the Tolls on 
the Royal Canal on the enumerated articles, viz. to force the Grand Canal Company,- 
without any adequate compenfation, to reduce their Tolls alfo, left the low rate of 
carriage on the Royal Canal Ihould draw off the trade frorm the Grand Canal within 
a. certain extent. 

. TheBoardmuft again remind you, that a Reduction takes place upon the Royal 
Canal on all commodities whatfoever ; whereas on your Canal, the Reduction defired' 
was only on Corn, Flour, Meal, Malt, and Potatoes. 

The Board’s objects in the agreement with the Royal Canal were the extenfion and 
encouragemenc of agriculture, the fupply of provifions to the metropolis, and the 
communication of this port with the interior of the country, facilitating the exporta- 
tion of its produce. If this agreement Ihould induce you. the more readily to accept 

a reafonable 
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S'-reafonable compenfation for a Reduction on a portion of your Tolls, the Board 
ihall have gained- an important benefit to the Public ; but the effedt is no more, than 
you mull expeft from other competitions from the Coaft-trade, now {Lengthened by 
the lowering of freight in eonfequence of the Peace,, and from tire Land-carriage, 
now rendered cheaper by the providential plenty of the tail- harveft. 

You fay the hoftility of the intention is all the injury you are likely to fuffer from 
this meafure. The Board utterly difclajm any fuch fentiment ; they have no par- 
tiality to one bodv or hoftility to another; their only partiality is to the public good, 
and their only hoftility to that which tends to obftrudl it. 

You afTert, that the Royal Canal has too many difficulties- to encounter for you to 
entertain any ferious apprehensions of its ever being completed to the Shannon. The 
Board truft that the increafe of the internal commerce of this country will be fo 
great, that the fuccefs of the Royal Canal need not be any fubjedt of apprehenfion to 
you. The wealth of the South ’is on your fide; the Royal Canal will receive the . 
produce of the North; and no contention can be likely to arife between the two 
Canals but in emulation for the public benefit. T'he Legiflature certainly entertained 
a different opinion from yours. They had -ferious hopes of the Royal Canal reaching 
the Shannon, fupported. by the. very ftrong and favourable Reports made of that 
line by the Engineers who viewed it, and evidenced by the. grants of •Parliament; 
and the Board conceive, that when the Legiflature committed. to a Board of Di- 
rectors the carrying one or more Lines to the Shannon, the Royal Canal was not 
intended to be excluded ; nor can the Board think that it will be imputed to them 
as an improper adt, to have eflabliflied a Canal running through fo fertile a country, 
and upon fuch moderate Tolls, as give the belt hope of its profperity. 

The Board are perfuaded that the Public in general, and efpectally die landed Pro- 
prietors, the Farmers, and the Manufacturers, with whefe complaints you endeavour to 
alarm the Board, will clearly fee that it is their combined intereft which the Diredtore 
General are purfuing, and that the Nation at large will perceive that the purpofe of 
this Board to encourage various navigations, to obtain as far. as the expence may 
warrant, a reduction of Tolls to a low rate, efpecially upon articles of prime neceflity,. 
will, in the mod effectual manner, extend the tillage of the country, raife the value of 
lands, and induce Manufa&urers to fettle in the interior, advantages which never can 
be attained where high Tolls exift, and which are totally inconfiftent with any tendency 
to monopoly. Thefe fentiments apply equally to the abundant fupply of the Metro- 
polis, and to the exportation from thence to Great Britain and foreign parts. 

You conclude your letter in the language of an appeal to the confideration of an 
Imperial Legiflature, and to the feelings of thofe who have been taxed for. the attain- 
ment of a general, not a partial benefit, how far the remunerating both the landed 
intereft of this Kingdom and the inhabitants of the Metropolis, for the lofs fuftained 
by the abolition of the bounties on the carriage of Corn, to Dublin, will be attained 
by the partial grant of a- large fum of money to one Canal. 

On the 7th November 1800 you fupported a very oppofite principle. In your 
letter of that date you ftrongly preffed the propriety of having only one Canal (that is y 
the Grand Canal) to Dublin, ana reprefented a.fecond Canal. (that is, the Royal Canal) 
to be a nuifance. 

The .Board however, not convinced by the arguments urged in that- letter, have- 
continued in the opinion which you feem now to have adopted, that taxes are impofed 
for the attainment of a general, not a partial benefit ; and that neither the landed 
interefts of the nation, nor the inhabitants of the metropolis, will be fatisfadtorily re- 
munerated for any lofs by the partial grant of a large fum of money to one Canal. 

Diredted by the fpirit of thefe fentiments, andadting precifely under their lmprel- 
fion, the Board recommended the encouragement, which has been given with the 
approbation of Government, to the extenfion of the Royal Canal to the Northward, 
upon the condition of a redudtlon of their Tolls on all commodities,. and offeied to 
recommend a Grant to you of One hundred and eight thoufand pounds, or twenty-five 
years purchafe,for the amount of your Tolls on averages of the laft three, five, or [even 
years upon the five articles onlyof Corn, Flour, Meal, Male, and Potatoes, being, fatisfied 
that the fum offered you, and the .effedt of the propofed redudban extmguiftung the 
competitions againft you, which Tubfift in conlequen.ee of the height of your Tolls, 
fpreading wide the cultivation to fupply, your Canal, and thereby exceedingly lncreafing. 
the bufinefs on your navigation, would amply compenfate your private intereft. 
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Your entire rejection of the Board’s offer, and the tenor of your letter of the ioth 
of July laft, put an end to any difcuffion of the fingle propolition, for the purchafe 
arid fale of a portion of your Tolls; nor would the Board have thought it neceffary to 
trouble you with this explanation, if the fubjeft had not been refumed by your letter 
of the 17 th of December, and the Board had conceived that you would be pleafed with 
their rectifying fome omiffions and mifconceptions in your letter of the ioth of 

J u iy- 

The Board will not take up more of your time by any further obfervation on your 
faid letter. But as the proportion for the fale of Tolls now comes before them com* 
bined in' confideration with the navigation of the Barrow, of the propofed line through 
the Queen’s County, of the navigation of the Shannon from Limerick to Kiilaloe, 
from Kiilaloe to Banagher, and from thence to Lanefborough inclufive, as alio with 
fpeculations upon new lines to the Southward of the Grand Canal, the Board will in 
another letter Hate to you their fentiments upon the general view of the fubjeCt, and 
fincerely hope it may be in their power to concur with you in fuch a propofition as 
will facisfaCtorily unite your private intereft with the public good. 

By order of the Board, 

Directors of (Signed) William Gregory. 

The Grand Canal. 



Navigation-office, 

9th Feb. 180a. 

Gentlemen, 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation have received your letters of the 
17 th and 26th of December laft, to which, with your former letters refpeCting your 
Canal, they have given very earned attention, in the hope that the fefu.lt of a com- 
bined view of your feveral Propofals may fo conneCt your advantage with the public 
benefit, that what the Board fhall offer may be found acceptable by you, and receive 
the approbation of Government. 

The Board conceive the following to be afummary of the feveral Propofals made 
by you, with the conditions attached to them, in any part of v’hich, if the Board fhould 
be miftaken, they requeft you will fet them right. 

You propofe to reduce your T oils on Flour, Corn, Meal, Malt, and Potatoes on your 
prefent Canal, and on its extenfion by. the Vale of the Brufna, from Three Pence to 
Two Pence per ton per mile in confideration of a Grant of One hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds. 

Provided the above Propofal fhall be accepted, and the neceffary fteps taken for 
completing, on an enlarged fcale, the navigation of the rivers Barrow and Shannon, and 
that the Toll on thofe rivers on the enumerated articles fhall not exceed One Penny per 
ton per mile, and that an engagement fhall be entered into by the Proprietors of the 
Barrow Navigation, that the works on that river between Athy and Carlow fhall be 
completed within one year and an half from the firft of January laft, you will forth- 
with reduce the Toll on all Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin by the 
Grand Canal fromadiftance of ten miles below Athy. and Banagher refpedtively., from 
Three Pence to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile ; not waiting for the com- 
pletion of the improvements on the faid rivers, without the accomplifhment of which 
the Public would not be entitled by law to any reduction of Toll on your Canal from 
the places above-mentioned. 

If the foregoing Propofal fhall be acceded to, you will reduce the Tolls on the in- 
tended extenfion of your Canal to Mountmellick upon the articles enumerated, from 
Three Pence to Two Pence per ton per mile, in confideration of a Grant of Fifteen 
thoufand pounds, and you will engage to complete the faid extenfion within four years 
from the firft day of January laft. 

And you will reduce the Toll on all Corn, Meal, Malt and Flour brought to Dublin 
by the Grand Canal, from a diftance of ten miles beyond Mountmellick on the 
Colliery Canal, from Three Pence to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile, in con- 
fideration of the fum of Twenty-five thoufand pounds. 

According to your refolution of the 23d of April laft, you had propofed to admit 
the faid Colliery Canal from Caftlecomber through the Queen’s County, to join, 

y-our^ 
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your Canal at Monafterevan, provided the dimenfions of the faid intended Canal in 
-every refped, as far as Mountmeliick and Maryborough, (hall be equal to thofeof the 
Grand Canal, and that the execution of the faid Canal (hall commence at Monafter. 
revan, and go forward to Mountmeliick in the fir ft inftance; and that the Subfcri- 
hers. to the (aid .Queen’s County Canal (ball not make any further extenfion towards 
the River Shannon than that propofed in their then prefent plan, unlefs with the per - 
million of the Grand Canal Company prcvioufly obtained.; alfo, that in cafe the 
Bire&ors General of Inland Navigation (hall contribute One-half -of the expence of 
an Aquedud over the river Barrow at Monafterevan, you will pay an equal propor- 
t-ion with the Subfcribers ofthe remaining Half of faid expence. And, that although 
you are by no means defirous-.of undertaking any new work, you are difpofed to 
recommend to the .Grand Canal-Company to undertake a portion of the intended 
Canal towards Mountmeliick, provided you (hall receive from this Board the fame 
.proportion of bounty, and on the fame terms as were then agreed upon between them 
and the Subfcribers of the intended Canal. 

And by your Refolution ofthe 16 th May, you inftrud -your -Committee, that you 
'will not confentto any junction of the faid Queen’s County Canal with the Grand 
'Canal, except .-on the terms, among others . already mentioned, of .the Subfcribers to 
the Queen’s County Canal being bound not to make, or fuffer to be made, without 
the previous content of the Grand Canal Company under their common leal, any 
•extenfion -of their faid propofed Canal, nearer .than ten miles to .the town of Rofcrea, 
or to any .place to the weft ward. of that town or the -city of Cafhel, or more weft- 
ward than the faid places refpedively. 

By your letter, received the 10th of December daft, it appears to be -your intention 
-to make a Canal .from Mountmeliick to Monafterevan .at your -own expence, the 
means for which are. to be furnifhed from -the. general funds of the Company. But 
this does not accord with your Refolution before mentioned, of undertaking a portion 
• of this Canal on receiving a bounty from this -Board. 

You propofe to execute the navigation of the Shannon from Lanetborough inclu- 
five to Killaloe, in five .years, from the firft day of May next, for Sixty thoufand 
feven hundred and thirty-four pounds, according to Mr. -Jeffop’s Eftimate, with a 
Toll of One Halfpenny per ton per mile on all Goods, and One Penny a mile on 
.paflengers, or for the fum of Forty -thoufand four hundred and eighty-nine pounds 
thirreen fhillings and four pence, with a Toll of One Penny per ton per mile on £11 
Goods, and One Penny Halfpenny per mile on paflengers.; and you will .charge no 
Toll on Lough Derg or Lough Rhea, fave on fuch parts thereof where Trackways 
may hereafter be ereded. 

You deflre to.be at liberty -to adopt cr reied the two- running Canals on the Shan- 
non fuggefted in 1795, or to make any other collateral Guts or Canals which you 
-.(hall find advifable ; and you exprels your hopes of the pradicability of making 
Trackways on the eaft or weft fide of .Lough Derg, .by lowering the river at Killaloe, 
which you point out for the Board’s confideration, that they may, if they fhall think 
lit, make provision for it in any agreement they rr.ay make with the Limerick 
Navigation. 

Thefe the 'Board underftand to~containsthe general purport of your .propofals; but 
as it is proper that an objed of fuch magnitude as the. prefent fhould be confidered in 
every view., the Board dired me to ftate to you fpme c.b.fcrvations refpedting your 
offers, and the effeds reflating from them. 

By your letter of the toth of July, you feem. to 'have mifconceived dome parts of 
the Board’s letter to you of the '.23d of.May, whi^K you will find explained in another 
letter of this . day’s date. It may not, however, be improper here to reftate 10 you, 
that the Board -on the .23d of May laft, o'ffered you One hundred and feven thoufand 
nine hundred and.-ftxteen pounds for the Redudion of your Tolls from Three Pence 
to One Penny per ton per mile on Corn, Flour, Meal, Malt, and Potatoes. This 
fum, being twenty-five years purchafe, was calculated from the account with which 
you furnifhed the Board of the year’s produce at the 25th of February laft, and it 
-that had appeared .to you an infufficient Eftimate, the^ offered to make the calcula- 
tion upon the average produce in the laft: three year's, five years, or feven years. 
.\80me of the advantages neceftarily refulting from that Redudion were then flared, 
:and need not now be recapitulated. 

.169. L If, 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4t APPENDIX to REPORT from COMMITTEE 

K continuing your prefent high Tolls, you do not exped an extenfion of that 
•country bordering upon your Canal from whence you are to derive iupply, you 
muft ft ill ftruggle againft the Export from the Out-Ports, againft the Coaft-car- 
dage, the L.and-carriage, and the carriage on the Royal Canal. If you think that 
the reduction of One Penny will operate to increafe your bufinefs, the Board are not 
aware that your prefent demand of One hundred and thirty thoufand pounds tor the 
reduction of One Penny has allowed for that increafe. 

The part of the Barrow which you require to be firft completed, is that which 
will moft favour your Navigation, and upon which the reduction to One Penny 
Halfpenny is not to take place. While the execution upon the lower Woiks is 
proceeding, the Navigation muft be confuierably obftrucled, and the quantity ot 
provifions^ brought from the lower Barrow to Dublin will be proportionably deficient, 
and when the trade fiiall be in full operation (that is, fo foon as the Works fhall be 
completed) the iaw enforces the redu&ion you offer : it is alfo to be obferved, that 
the Navigation down the river is eafier, more expeditious, and quickly takes a velki 
to the port of Rofs, whither the opening of the ports for exportation, together with 
the reduction of Freight in confequence of Peace, wiil attract bufinefs from the lower 
Barrow, unlefs by a fuperior encouragement, and an effective reduction of your 1 oils, 
you induce the Traders to fend their goods up by your Canal; to Dublin. The Boa;d 
alfo obferve, that you require the Board to obtain a redu&ibn of the l oll on the 
Barrow to One Penny, though you continue the Toll on your own Canal upon tie 
articles brought from ten miles of the Barrow Navigation at Two Pence, and from 
the lower Barrow at One Penny Halfpenny. It feems therefore, that in the form of 
a conceffion, you immediately fecure to yourfelves an high Toll from that part of the 
Barrow which will more conftandy communicate with your Canal ; chat tne : proffered 
reduction to One Penny Halfpenny from the lower Barrow cannot be immediate j and 
that, under the circumftances of your propofal, it is not certain that .the courie of its 
.trade will at all times be diredled to Dublin. _ 

The fame obfervations apply to the fuppofed immediate reduction to One Fenny 
Halfpenny on the four enumerated articles brought from a diftance ten miles below 
Banagher. There will be little trade on which that ■rcd-.uttion can take place, until 
the Navigation be completed, and then the law compels the .reduction. And when 
the Navigation fhall be open to Limerick, it admits of queftion, whether the trade 
from the Shannon may not go down the river for Coaft-trade as well as for Export, 
unlefs there be an effectual reduction of your Tolls. It is alfo to be remarked, that 
no reduction on the Grand Canal is offered for the articles .brought from the Shannon 
.above Banagher. . , . , 

Of the Qucer/s County Canal, the part of the Line which you propofe to execute 
will be by much the leaft expenfive and the moft profitable to you; it will require 
but three locks, whereas fourteen muft be conftru&ed on the next feven nn.es. It 
will communicate, on the fcale of your Canal, with the Towns -of Mountmellick; 
Portarlington, and Maryborough, affording you the moft important revenue irom 
Paffage- boats. The Tolls .of Two Pence will be confirmed on -the five articles upon 
your part, and coming from . a diftance of ten miles beyond it, leaving about fixteen 
miles of country fouthward of that diftance to .Caftlecomber, by no means equally 
productive of Corn ; and the Toll of Three Pence upon every other article, except 
the five enumerated, will remain to you> So that the reduction to One Penny Halt- 
pennv on the enumerated articles, would be an advantage to the Public or the Sub- 
(bribers very far fhort of [he advantages vrhich which you muft receive from that 

The price of thefe concefiicms amounts to Forty thoufand pounds, the fame fum 
-for which the Subfcribers to the Queen’s County Canal had agreed to execute their 
whole Canal from Caftlecomber to Monafterevan, with Tolls very much below what 

^ But let this propofition be viewed in that light in which it may be imagined the 
Grand Canal Directors faw-it on the 23d of April laft, when they. came to the refolu- 
tion of executing this work with the affiftance of a bounty from this Board. It this 
were to be confidercd as a new Canal to be executed for the fum of Forty thoufand 
pounds, then the 'lolls thereupon could not, by law, exceed Two Pence on any article, 
nor be more than One Penny upon the enumerated articles; whereas by the Grana 

Canal 
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-Canal Company .profeffing to execute th.s Canal at the.r o»„ apence w.th the 
conceffions which they offer, they propofe to obtain a Cum of Forty thoufand pounds, 
continuing Threepence aton per mile on all articles except the enumerated five; Two 
Pence a ton on thofe five from their new Canal, and when brought within ten miles of 
Mountmellick , and One Penny Halfpenny a ton on thofe enumerated articles when 
they lhalfbe brought.from a dillance beyond ten miles from Mountmellick. 

The excluding limitation of the line of the Queen's County Canal, and of any 
others which may hereafter join it, oppofes any interference by them m the fcope of 
country lying between the Shannon and the range of hills running foumward from 
Rofcrea, and it opens to the Grand Canal Company a future extenfion from the.r own 

lln The r °Tollt a Ltdt'en on Lough Derg or Lough Rhea, when Trackways ff, all be 
- conftrufled, is not expreffed, but the Board prekime you intended they ffiould be the 
• fame as thofe which you have propofed on the otn.er parts of the Shannon. 

. The Board offer thefe obfervations without any intentions of denying your right to 
confult your interefts in the propofitlons you make, and they do not doubt that you will 
admit the propriety of the Board's ccnfulting the mtereftwof the Public. You have 
■ fiated the offers on your part ; to put! the whole quell, on upon clear grounds, the 
Board haveftated what appears to them on the other fide, that the value of ' yo 
propofltions, and of their offers to you, may be rightly underftood. In the hope of 
uniting your private interefts with, thofe of the Public, they lay before you the outline 
7an agreement, in which, -if you concur, the part, cedars may be more exafl y 
arranged, and your propofal made in form, and fubmitted to the Loid Lieutenant , 
the Lords of His Majefty's Treafury, with the recommendation of the D, reflets 

^The' Barrow Company have but -lately Tent- in their final demand, and the Sub- 
feribers to the Queen’s County Canal (foiled in the agreement which they had, made 
with this Board m December iSoo) have not yet delivered in a new propofinon, but it 
is foon expefted, and the Board hope they may be able to effefl your objefls ^ltfeq| 
thofe Bodies, and will certainly ufe their endeavours for thofe purpofes. But in refpefl 
of thofe two Bodies, the Board cannot- make an offer to you which may not be fubjcfl 
to eventual alterations ; yet, as you have expreffed your w,& for a Tpredj ^ com- 
munication before the Direflors make then- report to f . 0 t fe main 

Board fubmit this to you in its prcfentform, m order that f you .agree to S 
idea the details may be the feoner fettled, and the whole be fubmitted tor the 
approbation of the Lord Lieutenant and the Lords of the Trea 
fanflion of Parliament, if Government -fhould think it neceffary, before the feafon tor 

the Board. direct me to acquaint^,,, *at they are 
difDof™t“o recommend a grant to the .Grand-,Canal Company of One hundred and 
A rty thoufand pounds for the reduflion of the Tolls upomyour Navigation to One 
Z mile fh each-ton of Corn or Grain, Meal, Malt Flour, and Potatoes 

Provided you fliall agree to that prqpofition, they will endeavour to make an 
. agreement wfth the.Barrmv Company: « Tolls upon che^e ar^ es o^«Ao»,^ 
bTgher than One Penny per ton per mile, and- engage them to execute then 

between Carlow and Athy in the firft pLce. , * n nor rarrv or oermit the 

They will alfo confent that the Queen’s County Cana ffall. not carry or permit tQ 

Proprietors of any other Canal forming a junflion _w.ll, them 

the weft of the range of hills running fouthward from Rofc ' n JVall be fina W 
or fuch point at the fouthern end of the line of demarcation as fliall be finally 

aS Up d on P an n ilgreement with the Subfcrjbers to the Queen's County Canal, their Tolls 
will not exceed One Penny upon the enumerated articfe d a fu ,. ther 

If you agree to the before-mentioned piopoial, tne tsoaru » f , 

grant to be made to you of a fum, upon eilrmate equal to the hole expence 

Forty t houfand Tou r Ll n d red and eighty-nine 
. the Shannon, from Lanelborotigh . .mclofive to Kilialoe, according 
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Eftimate, upon the Tolls you have propofol to be taken on tbofe parts of the Natvroa- 
ticn where you lhall have conftrufttd Trackways. ° 

They will agree with you refpeaing the running Canals, alfo refpefting collateral 
Canals on the Shannon, provided it fhall not prevent the making agreements with 
other Companies for new Canals -into the Shannon. 

They will in any agreement with the Limerick Navigation, endeavour to referve 
a power or admitting the rocks in the bed of the Shannon, near Killaloe, to-be lowered 
io as to -let down the water of Lough Derg to fuch a level as fhall -be deemed expe- 
dient, on which you muft obferve, that this Board will be obliged to engage that the 
Canal Navigation at Killaloe lhall be made good. 

You will obferve, that any grants to the Barlow and Queen’s Countv Navigations 
mult operate greatly -to your benefit, by the Board's sifting conformably to your 
dclires i that you will extend your line to Mountmellick and in.efiw 3 -to Cafflecom- 
ber, and in contemplation of a future day, perhaps to Cafiael ; that you prevent the 
mtenerenee of the Queen’s County- Canal with the -fupply of Goods from the-rich 
country iy-ing between the Shannon and the Rofcrea Mountains, and that you will 
be enabled completely to extend your line from Tullamore to Banagher, and from 
thence Southward to Killaloe (communicating from Killaloe to Limerick and the 
.Sea) and Northward -to Lanefborough, and eventually communicating up the 
Snannon to Lough Allen ; that you will be fwrnilhed 'with ample means to finifh aH 
your Navigations, and to exonerate your recognizance entirely with the Public 
Money ; that you will obtain thefe benefits by a Reduftion of Toll upon five Articles 
only ; that by this very Reduftion, you will extinguifh all competition by the Coalt 
•or Land-carriage to Dublin , that this Reduftion operating only upon Corn or Grain, 
r lour. Meal Malt, and Potatoes, the high Tolls will lemain on every other Com- 
modity, whether for Dublin, for internal rntercourfe, or back -carriage, and -upon 
the Carriage of 1 -affengers backward and forward through the whole of vour extended 
Navigation; that the Reduftion and consequent cheapncfs of Carriage will occafion 
an expannon of cultivation to a great extent upon the Lands on each fide of your 
Navigation, and that your line -will then be the Conveyance from all thefe Lands for 
■the Provifion of -the Metropolis, and for Exportation from thence with the mod 
moderate Freights to Great Britain, and particularly to Liverpool, to be diftributed 
by Water-carnage through all the interior of England ; that the competition among 
the Boat-Owners for back carriage, by the numerous Boats coming to -Dublin, will 
reduce the Freights, and give the more fecurity to the maintenance of your Tolls. 

The Board look with fanguine wifhes to the accomplilhment of this extenfive 
Tm™'” 1 ’ tefiecl ing with great pleafifre, that it may now be in your power to 
ellablilh your imerefts upon a fure and permanent foundation, and to take with dif- 
ttnguilhed advantage the means ofgrcatly and fccurely accumulating your Revenues 
■to die utmoft that can -be truly .confident .with the public .good, and, in the Board's 
-opinion, with your bed lnterells. 

That the Reduction of your Tolls, the Payment of the-Grants, and the completion 
of your Works may keep equal pace, the Board propofe that a confide-rable fum, 
■for inftance, Forty thoufand pounds, be advanced to you upon the execution of the 
'Contraay from which time the Tolls afordaid lhall be reduced to Two Pence Half- 
penny ; mat when you (hall have expended Thirty thoufand pounds thereof upon your 
laid Works, you -fhall receive an equal fum of Thirty thoufand pounds, and that as 
-fa t as you expend any further fums, equal firms fhall -be advanced to you.; and that 
•whatever remains of the Contrafts after the completion of your Works fhall be 
immediately paid into your hands; and that your Tolls on the five before-mentioned 
enumerated Articles, dial, on the firft of January ,803, be reduced to Two Pence; 
onthefirlf of Januaiy 1804, to One Penny Halfpenny; and on the firft of January 
1805, to One Penny. J . 

When you fhall dignify .-to the Board your concurrence in this Propofol, they will 
without delay, adjuft the particulars with -you, and will recommend it to the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty's Treafury for their approbation. Sub- 
mitting however -to His Excellency, whether, as the combined objefts of this 
Propoial will require a fum which muft leave but a fmall remainder of the Five 
hundred thoufand pounds .for the encouragement of other great olfieft:s of naviga- 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






ON TOLLS OF THE GRAND CANAL of IRELAND- 




tion, and efpecially for the improvement of the Harbour of Dublin, it will be 
necefiary that the Legiflature fhould declare their fenfe upon the fubjedt before the 
Board finally execute the Agreement. 

Under thefe conditions, the Board are ready to proceed as foon as they know 
whether it be agreeable to you. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 



Grand Canal Houfe, February 19th 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your two letters, dated the 9th inftant ; one 
containing Animadverfions on the Remarks which we found it necefiary to make on 
the fubjedt of your Agreement with the Proprietors of the Royal Canal, and the other 
•in anfwer to our letters of the 17th and 26th December laft. 

We lament that fo much of your time fhould have been occupied in a correfpon- 
dence on the fubjedt of the Royal Canal. On your arrangements with that Body, we 
fhould not have deemed ourfelves authorized to make any comment, had it not been 
for the inference you drew on the fuppofed effedt of thofe arrangements as necefTarily 
producing an involuntary Redudlion of the Rate of Toll on our Canal. Your 
letter on this fubjedt contains fome ftatements to which we find it impoffible to fub- 
fcribe, and in reply to which, we may hereafter take an opportunity of fubmitting 
fome obfervations to you ; at prefent we (hall confine ourfelves folely to the fubjedt 
of your letter, in anfwer to the Propofals we had the honour to lay before you on the 
17 th and a 6th December laft. 

In the confideration of the important fubjedt of the different proportions of the 
purchafe and fale of our Tolls, we conceive it to be impoffible that fo very wide, a 
difference fhould exift in our refpedtive calculations of their value, if one of us c-lia 
not behold the fubjedt through a falfe medium : to make an accurate Eft ini ate of them 
is impoffible ; but- in order to form an opinion on the fubjedt which may approximate 
to truth, we conceive it to be necefiary to look forward as well as backward, and 
we apprehend that you have viewed this fubjedt in a retrofpedtive diredtion only. 

We give full weight to the general principles which you lay down in refpect to 
the rivalry of Land-carriage and Coaft-carriage, but an accurate view of the Parlia- 
mentary Returns of the Bounties paid on the Inland and Coaft-carriage of Coi n to 
Dublin, compared with the amount paid for the fame articles brought by the Grand 
Canal, even in its infant ftate, and when the price of Land-carriage was at leaft fifty 
per cent, lower than at prefent, will convince you how little we have to apprehend 
from the rivalry of either Land or Coaft-carriage, in the prefent perfedt ftate of our 
Works, and when the Coaft Bounties are difcontinued. 

We think it cannot have efcaped your obfervation, that the daily decreafe in the 
value of money, by enhancing the price of the necefiaries of life, muft prevent the 
poffibility of any future competition between Land and Water-carriage, although the 
latter fhould be charged with our higheft Tolls. 

We perfectly coincide with you in the propriety of the line of condudt you have 
laid down for yourfelves, as eonfiftent with the nature of your office, and we afliire 
you, that we expedt no purchafe without giving an adequate return. We come not 
before you as Paupers to folicit your Bounty, or as Bankrupts to impiore you to 
refcue us from impending ruin ; a fhort ftatement of our affairs (in the profperiry of 
which we doubt not you will rejoice) will enable you to form a juft opinion of the 
reafonablenefs of die demands we make for the fale of fo great a portion of that pro- 
perty which thirty years unabated application and induflry, and the expenditure of 
upwards of One million two hundred thoufand pounds of our own money, aided by a 
comparatively trifling affiftance from Parliament, has put us in pofieffion of. We 
have executed a Canal extending feventy-eight lrifh or one hundred Englifh miles, 
in two d-iredlions, oneenteiing the Barrow at Athy, and the other now ending at 
Tullamore, ar.d pointing to the Shannon at Banagher, where we expedt to terminate 
that Line of Navigation in the courfe of eighteen months, by a Canal now executing 
of eighteen lrifh or twenty-two Englifh miles in length. We have overcome the 
difficulties of the -fummit level of Ireland, where we poliefs fupplies of water adequate 

169. M to 
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to any poflible trade; our extenfions, therefore, in every dire&ion into which we 
may hereafter think fit to pufh them, are eafy, and the means of effecting them by 
the great value of our property are within our reach. 

We poflefs graving and floating Docks, connecting our Canal with the Port and 
Harbour of Dublin, capable of accommodating upwards of four hundred (hips. 

Our Revenues have rifen in a gradual progreifion during the laft fifteen years, 
from Seven thoufand pounds to Forty -two thoufand pounds per annum, their prefent 
amount, of which the encreafe in the two laft years of dearth has been upwards of 
Twelve thoufand pounds ; and we are confident that fhortly after our Works fliall 
be completed to the Shannon, the annual receipts of the Company will exceed One 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum, whereof we conceive that at lead Fifty thou- 
fand pounds will arife out of Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, brought to 
Dublin (from the country within the diftance of ten miles below Athy and Banagher 
refpeCtively) on the full Tolls of Three Pence per ton per mile, which we are by 
law entitled to take ; and you will readily admit this calculation to be well founded, 
when you confider that the average annual confumption of the City of Dublin on the 
five enumerated articles, exceeds One hundred thoufand tons per annum, and you 
will find by referring to the Returns of the Inland Corn Bounties, that by far the 
greateft proportion of the Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour brought to Dublin, was paid 
to Farmers, Malfters, and Millers, refiding in a direCt line with the two principal 
branches of the Grand Canal ; and that it appears by the Returns laid before the 
Britifli and Irifh Parliaments, that the annual average importation of Corn into. Great 
Britain for three years, ending firft of January one thoufand feven hundred and 
ninety-nine (which were years of moderate plenty) amounted to Two hundred and 
forty-feven thoufand tons. The fyftem of Corn Laws between Great Britain and 
Ireland, which it is univerfally underftood His Majefty’s Minifters intend to bring 
forward, will give this country the opportunity of fupplying the whole extra quan- 
tity required for the confumption of the Britilh Market, and we are not furprized to 
find your minds perfectly awake to the advantages which the United Kingdom may 
expeft to derive from fuch a fyftem ; and when it is confidered that one Irifh acre, 
moderately well tilled, will produce more than a ton of Corn, we cannot doubt that 
Ireland may with eafe fupply Great Britain with all the Corn Ihe wants ; nor is the 
progrefs of fuch an encreafed cultivation as would be neceflary to produce the redun- 
dancy required either tedious or difficult, particularly in the vicinity of navigable 
Rivers and Canals, as the change from pafture to tillage is fhort and Ample. 



Say then, that the average Import of Corn, Meal, Malt, 7 Tons, 
and Flour into Great Britain, is -'---- -j 247,000 

The confumption of the City of Dublin in the enume -7 

rated articles, together with Potatoes - ) 100,000 

Tons - - *347,000 



It may we conceive, be reafonably expe&ed, that at leaft one-third part of the 
above amount, or fay even one hundred thoufand tons thereof, will be carried an 
average diftance of forty miles on the Grand Canal, which, at Three Pence per ton 
per mile, or Ten Shillings per ton, would amount to Fifty thoufand pounds per 
annum, two-third parts whereof, or T wo Pence per ton per mile, are equal to Thirty- 
three thoufand pounds per annum. This Revenue, at twenty years purchafe only, 
would amount to Six hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. 



* The facility with which the whole of this demand might be produced on the very borders of the 
Grand Canal, will appear from the following fimple calculation: 

The prefent extent of the Canal, as already Hated, is feventy-eight miles ; add eighteen miles more, 
from Tullamore to Banagher, making together ninety-fix Irifh miles. If the beneficial effe&s of Inland 
Navigation {hall operate for an extent of only three miles on each fide of the Canal on an average of the 
whole diftance, and thereby turn to tillage thofe fields within that narrow limit which were before 
pafture or meadow, they would produce upwards of three hundred and fixty thoufand tons of Corn 
annually — ninety-fix multiplied by fix, equal five hundred and feventy-fix, multiplied by fix hundred and 
forty (the number of acres in a fquare mile) equal three hundred and fixty-eight thoufand fix hundred 
and forty acres er tons of Corn. 

In 
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In the difcuffions which have hitherto taken place between you and us on the Tub- 
jedt of the purchafe and fale of our Tolls, it is obfervable that we are not inclined to 
fell more than One Penny, and that you are not difpofed to purchafe lefs than Two 
•Pence; but as we are defirous if poffible to make a bargain with you on fair and 
equitable terms, we will meet your willies, by propofing to recommend it to the 
•Grand Canal Company to con fen t to the Redudtion of their Tolls to One Penny per 
ton per mile on the enumerated articles brought to Dublin on our prefent Canal, and 
on its extenfion to the Shannon near Banagher, for the fum of Two hundred and 
feventy thoufand pounds; the Reduction of Toll to take place as foon as the 
agreement lliall be concluded, and the money to be paid on or before the 24th of 
June next; and we are ready to accept a fum, upon Eftimate, equal to the whole 
expence of the extenfion of the Grand Canal from Monaftereven to Mountmellick, 
.and on fuch extenfion., to charge no more on the five enumerated Articles brought 
■to Dublin than One Penny per ton per mile. 

It may be proper to intimate to you, that it is our intention, in cafe the foregoing 
Agreement for the fale of our Tolls (hall take place, to pay off immediately the fum of 
Thirty thoufand pounds due by us to Government for Treafury Bills. 

"You have frequently urged the advantage which we fliould derive by -the great 
increafe of trade in confequence of the redudion in the rate of Tolls.; but as we 
felt that this benefit was not likely to accrue in any material degree from a final! 
redudion only, we made but little allowance for its operation in our former propofal ; 
but as we muft candidly admit the full force of that argument, if our Tolls Ihould 
be reduced to One Penny per ton per mile on the enumerated articles, we have 
accordingly made an ample allowance for it in the moderate demand we now make for 
that redudion. It muft not be forgotten, however, that this additional influx of trade 
will render Lome augmentation of eftablilhment necefiary, and will produce a very 
confiderable increafe of expence in repairs of W orks ; and that,, as the progrefs of 
time gradually reduces the comparative value of the inconflderable Toll of One 
Penny to almoft nothing, it will in the fame proportion enhance the wages of 
Servants, the price of labour, and of every material ufed in the renovation of 
the works. 

But, Ihould the foregoing propofal not meet your approbation, in order to evince 
our convidion of the moderation of our demand, and that the fum fpecified is much 
below the. value of what we propofe to fell, we beg leave to fubmic to your con- 
fideration another mode, whereby the Toll on our Canal may be reduced to One 
Penny per ton per mile on the enumerated articles. 

In a former letter we propofed to accept a perpetual annuity in lieu of the fums 
therein demanded for the general redudion of our Tolls, and you replied, that your 
powers did not extend to the granting of annuities ; but as you are now pleafed to 
intimate, for the reafons mentioned in your letter, that any agreement made with us 
.muft have the fandion of Parliament, it may (if you think fit) be recommended to 
Parliament to grant us a Bounty on the carriage of the enumerated articles to Dublin, 
on the condition hereinafter mentioned. We will, if it meets your approbation, 
recommend the following Propofal to the adoption of the Grand Canal Company ; 
viz.— To reduce their Tolls on the enumerated articles coming to Dublin to One 
Penny per ton per mile, on the terms of receiving from Parliament in confideration 
thereof. One Halfpenny per ton per mile on fuch of the enumerated articles brought 
to- Dublin as fhall be brought by the Canal, and the rivers Barrow or Shannon, from 
any place fituate at a greater diftance than ten miles below Athy and Banagher 
refpedively, and One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile on the remainder of the 
enumerated articles brought to Dublin. 

By the foregoing mode, which is founded on the principle of the Inland Bounties 
on the carriage of Corn brought to Dublin, you will obferve that we Ihould facrifice 
One Halfpenny per ton per mile on the enumerated articles brought to Dublin 
within ten miles beyond Athy and Banagher refpedtively, which we are difpofed 
to do, in contemplation of the encreafed trade likely to xefult from the reduction 
of. the Toll. 

We 
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We beg leave to remind you, that the Citizens of Dublin look for compenfation 
for the Bounties on the Inland Carriage of Corn and Flour, of which they have been 
deprived ; and that thofe Bounties were, 

d. 

On every Ton brought to Dublin, of Flour - - - 8. 

of Malt - - - 6. 

of Corn - - - 4. per mile, 

either by Land-carriage or by Canal, and were calculated from the refpeftive places 
of growth or produce to Dublin. 

The only compenfation propofed for the lofs of the above Inland Bounties, was the 
Bounty on the export of Corn from Dublin, which compenfation the Citizens of 
Dublin are about to be deprived of by the new fyftem of Corn Laws, which muft 
neceflarily abolifh all Bounties on the export of Corn between Great Britain and 
Ireland refpeftively. The reduction of the Tolls on the Grand Canal on the 
enumerated articles, therefore, is the only mode whereby any eompenfation can be 
made, and we prefume it will not be contended that either the fum of Two hundred 
and feventy thoufand pounds, or the bounty of Three Halfpence, and One Halfpenny 
per ton per mile refpedtively, as the cafe may be, can be deemed an extravagant com- 
penfation to the City of Dublin for the lofs of the Bounties above quoted, and which 
generally amounted from Eighty thoufand to Eighty-five thoufand pounds per annum, 
and frequently exceeded the latter fum. 

Whether you accede to any of the above Propofals or not, we are ready to under- 
take the execution of the Works on the Shannon between Lanefborough and Killa- 
loe and the Canal, to Mountmellick, on the terms mentioned in your letter of the gth 
infiant, in addition to which, we mull again fubmit to you the propriety of adding 
the fum of One thoufand pounds expended by us in making Surveys and Charts of 
the river Shannon, which we have at all times freely communicated to Parliament, 
to Government, and you. 

Should our Propofals for the extenfion of the Canal to Mountmellick, or for 
making the Shannon navigable, be acceded to, we are willing to receive the money 
for the fame by inftalments in the mode fuggefted by you. 

We can have no objection to any navigable communication being made with the 
Shannon on the weftern fide of that river, but on the eaftern fide we mud preferve 
the principle recognized in the lad Aft for the encouragement of Inland Navigation, 
which prohibits any new Canal or Navigation interfering to the prejudice of any other 
Canal or Navigation. 

We have only further to add, that if the Imperial Parliament wifhes to feed the 
Manufafturers of Great Britain on moderate terms, and at the fame time to encou- 
rage the agriculture of Ireland, it will not hefitate to give efficacy to the propofed 
fydem of Corn Laws between the two countries, by purchafing the T oils, and pro- 
moting the extent of Irifh Canals ; and the People of Ireland will feel no regret at 
being taxed for the payment of money, which will in the fird indance be laid out 
among themfelves in folid and permanent improvements, and will almod imme- 
diately diffufe through the country a fpirit of indudry, and produce condant employ- 
ment and an encreafed price for labour. 

By Order of the Board, 

(Signed) Will’" Greene , 

The Direftors General, Sec y . 

&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, 



Navigation-office, 25th February 3802. 



The Direftors General have received your letter of the 19th indant, in anfwer to 
theirs of the 9th, which contained a propofition for the extenfion of your Navigation, 
and the purchafe of a portion of your Tolls. Upon the matter of calculation, the 
Board have direfted me to make one obfervation. 

You conceive it to be neceffarv to look forward as well as backward, and you 
apprehend that the Board have viewed this fubjeft in a retrofpeftive direftion only; 
fcy which the Board conceive you to mean, that in their offer they have not looked to 

the 
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the improvement and increafe expefted in your W orks and Revenues, but have con- 

^li^anAver^to which^T'am^di'^eded to date, that the film of One hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds offered to you for a Reduftion of your Tolls, is at the rate of thirty 
vears purchafe, including the part of your line which is but juft begun, and widiout 
any deduftion on account of the increafed Revenue which m 11 accrue to you from 
the operation of that very Reduftion. It is combined alfo with other offers of efpecial 
Grants and Benefits to a confiderable amount, and with arrangements to be made, 
highly advantageous to your Revenues. Thus it siuit be evident, that the Board 
have not limited their views retrofpeftively, but have conftdered your future expec- 

tations with due liberality. _ „ . . c , 

The Board forbear to enter into any further difcuflion, until they are informed as 

t0 On thf ttad of January, you expreffed your wilh that the Board would fpeedily 
give you an anfwer, that you might report it to the Company at their general 

m T“e S offer the Board made on the 9 th inftant combined feveral objefts, ^ con- 
tributing very importantly to the benefit of the Company. And I am direfted by 
the Board to requeft you will let them know whether their offer, confidered as a 

combined Propofition, be rejefted. 

r By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 

The Directors of the Grand Canal. 

Grand Canal Houfc, February 26th 1802. 

G We Trav’e had the honour to receive your letter of the «th inftant, wherein you 
deftre to be informed, “ whether the offer contained in your letter of the 9th inftant, 
“ confidered as a combined Propofition be rejefted” by us ? 

We beg leave to acquaint you, that (for the reafons mentioned m our former let- 
ters') we were unanimous in rejefting that combined Propofition, and we did not 
therefore think it neceffary to lay the fame before the Company. 

In the Propofals contained in our letter of the 19th inftant, we made the ; fulleft 
allowance for what you are pleafed to call, “ The efpecial Grants, Benefits, and 
' ■' Arran'ements” alluded to in your laft letter. We entirely d.fagree with you m 

vour Eftimate of the value of our Tolls, which is founded on an account of their 
amount for one year, ending 25th of February t8ol againft the competency of 
Xh account to miide your judgment in forming a juft opinion ot their real value 
vve protXd in ou°r letter of the rtdt of April laft, when we delivered ,t to you, and 
to which letter we requeft you will refer. 

t0 Every day’s experience furnilhes fafts. to prove that we have not oyer-ra ted the 
probable 'increafe of our Tolls on the enumerated Articles brought to Dublin to 

evince which, we herewith fubjoin an Account of our Receipts thereon for the laft 
month, which amounts to the fum of £.1,129- ‘ 7 - »• b j;' n S at ^ which 

f 1 2, c ; 8 . 12. perannum, two-third parts whereof amount to A 9 , 039. 1. ;+• »™ ch 

at thirty vears purchafe (the rate-fuggefted by you) makes che fum of £. 272,172. , 
or fliould we take this Account upon the principles of your former calculation, viz. 
by’ adding only one-fourth increafe to the prelent Revenue on the extenfion 
Banapher, it would (land thus : 



Two-thirds of the preient Tolls as before ftated 
Add, one-fourth part for the extenfion to Banagher 



£■ 9 >°39 1 4 
2,259 15 4 



£. 1 11,298 -16 ■ 8 : 

which, even at twenty-five years purchafe, would amount 

this calculation does not take into confideration the great incre.de ot 1 

moft arift on the Canal by openingthe Irifl, Ports at 

to Gteat Britain, not the ^avS m he nvftl.unnon. v/c 

w lies of further extenfion, by perfecting tne iNa J?° dUUU repeat, 

i 6 9 - 
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repeat, that in our Propofais we have made ample allowance for the inoreafe of trade 
which may be produced by fo confiderable a Redudtfon of Toll as you require. 

We are c/efirous of being explicit on the important fubjedt of our letter of the 15th 
inftant, we therefore think it ne'ceffary to acquaint you that the fum or bounty we therein 
required for the reduction of our Tolls to One Penny per ton per mile on our prelent 
Canal, and on its extenfion to Banagher, is the loweft we can recommend to the 
Company to accept. 

Whether you may think fit to accede to this Propofal or otherwife, we are {till willing 
to undertake the improvement of the navigation of the Shannon from Lanefborough to 
Kill-aloe,- on the terms propofed by you in your letter of the 9th inftant ; and we beg 
leave to affine you, that we are jn no otherwife anxious for your acceptance of this 
propofal than as we are interefted in its being made a perfect work , and that we feel 
ourfelves more capable of effedting it than any Individual or any other exifting body 
of Men in this kingdom. 

We are alfo ready .to make the extenfion from Monaftereven to Mountmellick, 
for a fum equal to the whole amount of a well-digefted Eftimate of the expence 
of the execution thereof; and on faid extenfion we will not demand more than 
One Penny per ton per mile on the enumerated articles brought to Dublin; but 
from the points where faid extenfions refpedtively unite with the main Trunk of our 
Canal, viz. Banagher and Monaftereven, we lb all continue to charge the full Toll 
we are by law entitled to take, unlefs we Ihall have previoufty agreed with you for a fale 
of a portion thereof. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Will”' Greene. 

The Diredtors General, 

&c. &c. he. 



The Grand Canal Company’s Broker: — His RETURN of Tolls and Tonnage, 
on all Corn, Flour, Meal, Malt, and Potatoes, brought to Dublin by the Grand 
Canal, from 21ft January to 21ft February 1802. 





Flour. 


Corn. 


Meal. 


Malt. 


Potatoes. 


T onnage. 


1 AMOUNT. 


Between SalKns and Dublin 


. 




0 


60 


1 5 




, 


0 


76 


*5 


£• 


8 


d. 

0 


- - - Salims - - - - 


* 3 ° 5 


I S I 


0 


- 


- - 


- 


I 


0 


282 


5 


3 Z 


16 


1 f 


- - - Robertstown - - 


- 


6 3 


10 


- 


- 


. 




- 


6 3 




16 






- - - Milhown ... 


23 10 


- 


- 




- 


*5 5 


- 


- 


38 


IS 


12 


II 




- - - Rathangan - - - 


6 + 5 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


64 


s 


21 




<0 


- - - Monalterevan - - 


411 15 


5 i 


0 


2 


*5 


45 0 


H 


5 


524 


J S 


188 


18 


2f 


- - - A thy ... - 


1,17s 15 


886 


0 


l6o 


0 


125 is 


23 


5 


2,37° 


*5 


'697 


11 


O 


- - - Edenderry - - - 


- 


5 


5 


- 


- 


- 


0 


5 


5 


10 


O 




If 


• - - Philipstown - - 


- 


7 


1 1 


- 


- 


. . . 


1 


5 


8 


16 








It - - Tullomore - - 


222 5 


16 


0 


O 


5 


47 0 


10 


10 


296 


0 


152 


19 


8 f 




2,027 ! 5 


1,19s 


6 


223 


>5 


233 0 


5 1 


10 


3 - 73 i 


6 


1,129 


>7 


8 



Grand Canal Harbour, 

27th Feb. 1802, E. Eo (Signed) T. Warham^ Broken, 
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Navigation-office, 2d March 1802. • 

Gentlemen, 

I amdiredted by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
•ultimo, inclofing an Account of your Tolls received in the month ending the 21ft 
of February laft; and the Board requeft you will furnifh them with a fimilar Account 
•of. each month. in the year ending on that day, diffiingulfhing (as in your fa-id month's 
Account) the feveral Articles, the Tonnage, the amount of Tolls, and the places 
from whence the Articles have come. 

By Order of the Board. 

D i redors of th e (S igned ) William Gregory . 

Grand Canal Company. 



Grand Canal Houfe, March 5th 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

Purfuant to the defire expreffed in your letter of the 2d inftant,we herewith indole 
you (N° 1.) our Broker’s Return of Tolls and Tonnage on all Flour, Grain, Meal, 
Malt, and Potatoes, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal, for eleven months 
ending 20th January 1802, which, with the Account furnilhed in our letter of the 
26th ultimo, completes the Account of Tolls and Tonnage on the above Articles 
for one year, ending the 20th February 1802. 

On the Account which we now lay before you, we have only to obferve, that it 
furnithes inconteftible evidence of the truth of what we afferted in our letter of the 
16th April laft, namely, “ that a lecond year of dearth (amounting aim oft to famine) 
“ during which period a confiderable part of the confumption of the city of Dublin 
cc was fupplied by foreign countries, and no export whatever of the above enume- 
<c rated Articles took place, is lb far from being a proper criterion of the probable 
tc amount of our Tolls on the necefiaries of life in years of plenty and general export, 
K that we fear it muft rather tend to miftead your judgment, than to guide it to a 
tc juft conelufion upon the objedt which you wilh to inveftigate.” 

Accordingly you will find, that in the month ending the 20th November laft, as 
loon as it was poffible that the effedts of a plentiful Harveft could operate, the Tolls 
rofe from £. 307. to £. 847. and would have continued to increafe had not the 
Trade-boats on the Canal, from the iath December laft to the latter end of January, 
been occafionally interrupted by froft in an unufually fevere winter. 

In February laft (this impediment being removed) our Tolls increafed to the fum 
©f£. 1,129. 17. 8. during which month more Corn was brought to Dublin by our 
Canal, than during the whole year ending 25th February 1801, on the Tolls of 
which year, your calculation of their average value was formed; and, in order to 
manifeft to you that this increafe of Toll during the laft month did not proceed 
from a mere accidental or occafional influx of trade, we herewith fubjoin (N° 2.) 
a fimilar Return with thofe already furnilhed, for the laft ten days ending 3d March 
inftant, whereby it appears that the Tolls on the enumerated Articles brought to 
Dublin in that period, amount to the fum of £.,409. 14. 4. or £.1,229. 3 * P er 
month, being a further increafe on the preceding month of £.99. 5. 4. 

Bv Order of the Board. 



The Directors General, 

&c. &c. &c« 



(Signed) Will'” Greene . 



The 
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Grand Canal Harbour, 
5th March 1802. 



T. IVarham , Broker. 





F,.», 


G'"”- 


Meal. 


Malt. 


Potatoes. 


Tonnage. 


AMOUNT. 




























£• 




d. 


Month ending 20th March - 


1801 


78S. 6 


64 


5 


36 


M 


IO 


l 7 


7 1 


18 
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3 


419 


2 


0 


Month ending 20th April - 
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788 16 


67 


5 


5 2 


0 


1 


10 


5 1 


1 


960 


12 


45' 


'4 


4i 


Month ending 20th May - 


D° - 


68 6 0 


49 


0 




5 


- 


- 


60 


1 


806 


6 


361 


i,4 


6 


Month ending 20th June - 


D° - 


384 14 


28 


10 


35 


10 


9 


JO 


21 


2 


479 


6 


472 


19 


2 


Month ending 20th July - 


D°- 


447 


37 
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12 


10 


23 


5 


2 


5 


5 2 3 


0 


2 55 


7 


6~| 
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769 0 


74 


5 
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10 


73 


0 


O 


■5 


959 


10 


478 


16 


°§ 


Month ending 20th Sept r - 


D° - 1 
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7i 


0 i 


2 


10 


39 


0 


° 


5 


5*7 


10 


249 


10 


6 
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i° ■ 


2 


*5 


21 


5 


12 


*5 
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0 


30 7 


16 


4 
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1,368 0 
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0 


28 
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The Grand Canal Company:— Their Broker’s RETURN of Tolls and Tonnage on 
all Flour, Grain, Meal, Male, and Potatoes, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal, for 
ten days, commencing 22d February and ending 3d March 1802. 




Grand Canal H rbour, 

5th March 1S02. E. E. (Signed) T. IVcrham, Broker. 
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Navigation office, nth March 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

The Directors General have received your letter dated the 26th ultimo, notifying 
your rejection of the Propofition offered to the Grand Canal Company by this Board 
for the purchafe of a portion of the Tolls of the Corporation, &c. as detailed in the 
Board’s letter to you of the 9th February laff. 

The Board have alfo confidcred your letter of the 19th ultimo, Rating, that if it 
meets the Board’s approbation, you will recommend to the Grand Canal Company 
to reduce their Tolls on the enumerated Articles coming to Dublin to One Fenny 
per ton per mile, on the terms of receiving from Parliament, in confideration .thereof, 
One Halfpenny per ton per mile on fuch of the enumerated Articles brought to 
Dublin as fhall be brought by the Canal and the rivers Barrow or Shannon from any 
place fituate at a greater difhmce than ten miles below Athy and Banagher refpec- 
tively, and One Penny Halfpenny 'per ton per mile on the remainder of the enume- 
rated Articles brought to Dublin. 

I am directed by the Board to acquaint you, that they are ready to enter with you 
into the arrangement of fuch a plan for the Reduction of the 'Foils on the Grand 
Canal ; upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, with this difference however in 
the terms, viz. That the Tolls upon the faid Articles brought to Dublin, payable on 
the Canal, be no more than One Penny per ton per mile, and that your. Company 
may receive from Government, in fuch manner as the Legiflature (hail dired, One- 
half of the remainder of the fum which you are or may be ent itled to receive under 
the exifting laws; that is, that ‘upon your prefent general line, 'you may receive in 
the whole Two Pence per ton per mile; and that when the refpedive navigations .of 
the Shannon and the Barrow fhall be completed (at which times the Tolls, as ex- 
preffed by the law, muff be reduced to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile) you 
may receive in the whole One Penny Farthing ; but in no cafe that the trade be 
burthened with an higher Toll than One Penny on the faid Articles. , 

You fo well know what muff be the effeds of fuch a Redudion, that the Board 
will not trouble you farther than to requeft you will inform them, whether you are r 
difpofed to entertain this Propofition as the foundation of a more particular arrange- 
ment. If you be fo difpofed, .the Board will fettle with you the neceffary provifions, 
and will ftate the fpecific arrangement to the Lord Lieutenant, fubmitring to his 
Excellency’s confideration whether it (hall be laid before Parliament, and, upon 
approbation, be carried into effed by an Ad of the Legiflature. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 

Diredors of The Grand Canal. 



Grand Canal Houfe, March ,12th .1802. . 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 1 ith inftant, w’nerem you 
propofe that the Tolls on all Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, brought to 
Dublin by the Grand Canal, ffiall be no ’more than One Penny per ton per m.iie, and 
that (in confideration thereof) our Company may receive from Government, in fuch 
manner as the Legiflature fhall dired, One-half of the' remainder of the ium which r 
we are or may be entitled to receive under the exifting laws. 

We beg leave to acquaint you, that having already given this fubjed the moft 
mature confideration, and in our former propofal offered to make a facrifice of One 
Halfpenny per ton per mile on the enumerated' Articles brought to Dublin within a 
diftance of ten miles below Athy and Banagher refpedively, we 'cannot confident 
with our duty to the Company make any further facrifice in that refped, and are 
therefore under the necefficy 6f declining to accept the propofal made in your letter 
of the 1 ith inftant. 

If, however, our former •propofal above alluded to fhould be accepted, we are 
willing to extend the Redudion of Tolls on the enumerated Articles carried in every 
•diredion on our Canal to One Penny per ton per mile, upon receiving a bounty 
thereon of One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile; and alfo to anticipate the Re- 

i6p, O dudion 
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dudion of Toll from Three Pence to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile on faid 
Articles, brought from a diftance of ten miles below Athy and Banagher refpedively 
before the fame could be legally claimed by the Public; and further, -to reduce .the 
.Toll on fuch Articles, to One Penny per ton per mile, on receiving a bounty of One 
Halfpenny per ton per mile thereon, purfuant to the tenor of faid propofal. 

By Order of the Board. 

The Diredors General, (Signed) Will ” 1 Greene. 

&c. &c.-&c. 



'Navigation-office, 22d June 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board underftandmg that- the : Barrow 'Navigation Company confider tbem- 
■ felves. to have fulfilled their engagements with the Public, under the Act of the 29th 
of His Majefty, for the execution of their Navigation, but that your Company do not 
confider thofe works to be fo completed as that you are compellable to reduce your 
lolls to .One Penny Halfpenny per ton, per mile upon Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour 
coming to Dublin, under, the conditions of the faid Ad: 

I am direded by the Board to requeft you will inform them in what particulars it 
is that you aflert the propofal of the Barrow- Company has not been reguLriy com- 
plied with, and what are your prefent objections to the works executed by the 
Barrow Navigation Company. 

By Order of. the. Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

In the able nee of the Sec y . 

The Diredors of .The Grand Canal. 



Navigation-office, ift July 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

When the Board wrote to you on- the 22d ultimo, they did not recoiled your 
letter of the goth of April 1801, refpeding the navigation of -the-' Barrow. 

And I am direded by the Board to acquaint you, that they are in negociation 
with the Barrow Navigation .Company for their completing that Navigation from 
Athy to the deep water below the Scarrs, upon a -fcale of five feet depth, of water 
throughout; the Locks to be of equal dimenfions with thofe on the Grand Canal. 
The Board requeft to know, whether, upon the. completion of fuch Navigation, the 
' Grand Canal Company will immediately reduce their Tolls upon Corn, Meal, Malt, 
and Flour coming co Dublin by the Barrow to One Penny Halfpenny ..per ton 
. per mile. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 

Diredors oOThe Grand Canal .Company, 



•Grand CanaLHottfe, July 2d 1802. 

Gentlemen, 

In anfwer to your letters of the 2ad of June laft, and firft of July inftant, we beg 
leave to inform you, that although in ftridnefs of law we are not bound to reduce 
cur Tolls unlefs the navigation of the Barrow and of the Shannon fhall be .previoully 
finifhed, purfuantto the Propofals of the Subfcribers to thofe works, which of courfe 
would reduce the Public to the neceffity of adually producing thofe Propofals, and 
proving the execution of the Navigations accordingly, before they could be entitled 
to claim fuch Redudion ; yet, as we do not mean to embarrafs any of your negocia- 
tions, or to avail ourfelves of any want of evidence which you may not have the 
power of producing, provided the Navigations fhall be effedually completed, fo as 
fubftanrially -to anfwer the intention of the Ad, we .therefore do not hefitate to 
declare, that we conceive that as foon as the navigation of the Barrow from Athy to 
the de^p water below the Scarrs fhall be completed, with weirs conftruded in a per- 
manent manner fo as to procure and prelerve^ at .all feafons of the year, a depth of 

. five 
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five feet of water throughout, with Locks conftrudted in like manner, and of dimen' 
lions not lefs in any refpedt than thofe on the Grand Canal, and with permanent and 
Efficient Trackways, that the Company can have no reafonable objection to reduce 
their Tolls to One Penny Halfpenny a ton a mile on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour 
coming to Dublin by the Grand Canal, which fhall have been laden on the river 
Barrow at a diftance further from Dublin than ten miles below the town of Athy. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Will” 1 Greene, SecL 

The Direttors General of Inland 
Navigation. 

Extra£t of a Letter from the Direftors General of Inland Navigation to the 
Dire&ors of the Grand Canal Company, dated the 20th of Odober 1803,. 
fo far as the fame relates to the Redudion of Tolls on the Grand Canal. 

The Board underftand, that, for the fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
five pounds, being the amount 0/ your prefer, t Eftimate, you will conftrud and 
maintain a Navigation, giving fix feet of water the whole way between the Lakes, 
receiving a Toll thereon of One Halfpenny per ton per mile on ail Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, and Potatoes for Dublin, and One Penny per ton per mile on Corn, 
Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes not for Dublin, and the fame rate of One Penny 
on all other Goods palling on the river, upwards or downwards, between the Lakes, 
except on Manure, which is to pay no more than One Halfpenny per ton- per mile-, 
and not to exceed Twelve Pence for any diftance. 

Although the Board indulge an hope that the improved navigation of the Shan- 
non will be a more beneficial mode of conveyance than Land-carriage* they agree 
with you in the advantage of low Tolls, and are ready to admit that principle. They 
are ready alfo to recommend for the approbation of Government, that the work be 
executed by you at the public expence, not exceeding the amount of your Eftimate.; 
but in thatcafe you mud be equally ready to allow the Public, who are to be at the 
whole expence, to (hare with youfome proportion of the advantage from the’ aug- 
mented trade upon the Grand Canal. The Board therefore expeft that you will 
reduce the Tolls of the G rand Canal upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Floor, and Potatoes 
for Dublin, from the Shannon, to One Penny Halfpenny per ten per mile. 

You will obferve, that the Board in this proffer do not interfere with the carriage 
of other Articles on the Grand Canal, with .the internal communications of .the coun- 
try, with the Paffage-boats, or with any part of -the Back-carriage from Dublin, all 
of which will remain fubjedt to the high Toils which you now have the power of 
-colledting^ and when you confider the diftance between Dublin and Banagher, where 
the Grand Canal enters the Shannon, and the amount of the Toll which each ton of 
•Corn, &c. from the Shannon muft bear, and bring you, from the whole of. that diftance 
upon your Canal, and the circumftances which, as the Board have . often fubmitted to 
your confideration your Canal muft contend with, if the Tolls are kept at their 
vhigheft rate, you will be of opinion that your interefts are very liberally confidere.d, 
and will . be highly advanced by your concurrence in. this offer. 

'Extract of a Letter from the Directors of the Grand Canal Company, dated 
the 2 1 ft of October 1803, in anfwer to the Board’s of the 20th, fo far ss 
.the fame relates to the Redudtion of Tolls on the Grand Canal. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 21ft October 1803. 

■Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your letter of yefterday’s date, in anfwer to 
-our propofal of the 1 2d of June laft, for. making the l iver Shannon navigable without 
Trackways between Lough -Derg and Lough Rhea. 

We are extremely forry to find that fo long a correfpondence, and fo much in- 
veftigatiom as has. been bellowed both by you and us on this important fubjett, fhould 
be likely to end without any beneficial refult, as we cannot hefitate one moment in 
declining to accept the propofal communicated by you in the above letter. 
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In our former letters, we intimated to you that we were by no means defirous of 
■embarking in the difficult and hazardous enterprize of making the river Shannon 
navigable ; and that nothing but the opinion we entertained that we were, from con- 
current circumffances, better able to perfect that work than any other body of men 
in this kingdom, could have induced us to make any propofal for undertaking it. 

We freely admit, that if that work were executed in a proper and fufficient man- 
ner upon the reduced rate of Tolls limited by Ad’of Parliament, we ffiould derive 
material advantage from our communication with it. We defire however to have it 
remembered, that the great work, which thirty-one years unceafing perfeverance, 
and an expenditure of upwards .of a Million of private property, have now 
accompliffied, was undertaken by the Grand Canal Company under the full confi- 
dence that they fhould find the river Shannon made completely navigable and free 
from Toll, from Lough Allen to the fea, long before this Company could exped 
to form a jundion with it ; a confidence founded on the avowed intention of Parlia- 
ment, proceeded on to a confiderable extent. 

_ A liberal bequeft was made by the Iriffi Parliament to the Irifii nation ; the prin- 
cipal objed of which bequefi; was, the making the river Shannon navigable, ^on a 
Toll barely fufficient to keep it in repair. With what juftice then can k beexpeded 
that the Grand Canal Company, whole fpirited efforts have produced fo much bene- 
fit to the Nation, without any adequate return made to themfeive-s, ffiould lacrifice 
their Tolls in aid of the Public 'Bounty. If the Reduction of our Tolls, which how- 
ever high they may be confidercd on the part of the Public, are certainly .too low for 
our reimburfemenr, be an objed with Government, we are (fill ready to difpofe of a 
portion of them on fair and equitable terms ; but we will never intermix che fale of 
them with any propofition for undertaking a- new work. 

Navigation-office, 8th November 1804. 

Purfuant to the Order of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, dated the' 10th of 
July 1 804, the foregoing papers are returned to be laid before that Honourable Houfe, 
containing a copy of the Correfpondence that took place between the Directors of 
Inland- Navigation and the Grand Canal Company in Ireland, on the fubjed of 
lowering the Tolls on the Grand Canal. 

And, in further purfuance of the Order of the iothof July 1804, That there belaid 1 ' 
before that Honourable Houfe a Statement of fuch meafures as have been adopted- 
by the fa id Diredors towards the Redudion of the Paid Tolls ; — 

The Diredors humbly date,. That in the foregoing Correfpondence will be feen the 1 
difeuffion of fuch propolitions as were offered towards a Redudion of the Tolls on the 
Grand Canal, particularly an offer of One hundred and thirty thoufand pounds for a 
Redudion of the Toll upon Corn or Grain, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes from 
Three Pence to One Penny- per ton per mile, which the Diredors General conceived 
f.o_ be fully fufficient, juft, and liberal. That the Grand Canal Company having 
rejeded that offer, and demanded Two hundred and - feventy thoufand pounds for 
fuch Redudion, which demand appeared to the Diredors to be exceffive ; thev 
declined recommending fuch a grant. That the Company have not, fince the con- 
clufion of the annexed Correfpondence, made any new propofals to the Diredors, nor- 
have the Diredors made any to the Company ; thinking it poffible that the agreements 
made with other Navigation Companies may effed the Public Service without an ex- 
penfive purchafe from the Grand Canal Company. 

By Order of the Diredors General.- 
(Signed) William Gregory, Secretary. 
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i.' Copy of all Correfpondence betweedThe DireBors General 
of Inland Navigation in Ireland- , and 7 be- DireBlors of the 
Grand Canal Company of Ireland ; fince the 31ft 0 f 
Oftober 1803 ; together with all Accounts and Statements 
enclofed or accompanying the fame. 

. Navigation -office, Dublin, 

3 ill May 1 803. Henry K. Paine, 

pro Sec. 



Navigation-Office, 1 ft November 1807. 

Gen tie men, 

IN anfwer to your letter of the tuft* of Oftober hit, wherein you decline to ■ „ 
accept the Propoial of this Board made to you on the 20th* of the fame month, for 
the navigation of the Shannon between Lough Derg and Lough-Rhea, as you will 
not agree to any Redudion of the Tolls on the Grand Canal : 



I am direded by the Board to acquaint you, that they relinquifh the expedation 
of obtaining the Reduction propofed upon the Grand. Canal ; that they will imme- 

- diately confider the efpecial terms of the Agreement to be entered into for fha'Navi- 
: gation, that the fame may be fubmitted to his- Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and 

the Lords of His Majefty’s T reafury for their approbation,’ this ' Board -previoufly 
communicating thereupon with theXfiredors of the Grand Canal Company. 

The Board alfo dired me to acquaint you, that from the information they have 
} received fine e,-their letter of the 2.0th ultimo, they apprehend that the Military" works 

- at Athlone will have fo little interference with the works of the Canal Navigation 

v chat it will be neceffary to make very, little, if any, dedudion from- the Eftimate upon 
■ . shat account. 1 



Diredors of 

' The Grand Canal Company. 



By Order of the Board. 

( Signed ) William Gregory, 



‘ Navigation-office, 20th Odober 1807. ■ 

■ Gentlemen, 

The Diredors General have confidered your letter of the i 2 d of Tune, in 
anfwer to theirs of the 9th of April, and, with as much difpatch as the circumftances 
of the time would admit, have direded me to acquaint you with their fen ti men ts 
upon it. 

. The Board are far from intending any- invidious comparifons, or defiring to depre- 
ciate the acknowledged talents and abilities of Mr. Jeffop, when they allow that the 
fads and opinions refpeding the Shannon which they colleded from Mr. Brown rigg 
and from Mr. Killally and Mr. Rhodes, your Engineers, -and communicated to you* 
have induced them to paufe upon the execution- of the plan for embanking that river, 
and to wifh that the fuccefs of an endeavour to .per fed* its prefent Navigation may be 
tried, before, they engage the Public in an additional expence of upwards of Eighty 
i6 9 - -P ' thoufand 
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thoufand pounds in conftru&ing embankments, which, if at a future day the cultiva- 
tion of the country fhall make it expedient, may be done without any increafe oF 
'difficulty or expence. 

Your.expre'ffions of appreher.fion that the delays and dangers of a River Navigation 
without Trackways, will make that mode of Conveyance little preferable to Land- 
carriage, are delivered with this refult;— thatfuch aNavigation will not admit of higher 
Tolls than will be fufficient for the fuperintendance and maintenance of the works.; 
that the whole expence muft be borne by the Public ; and that the foie advantage you 
e:*pe< 5 t.is the consequent augmentation of trade on the GrandCanal. 

The Board underftand, that for the fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
five pounds, being the amount of .your prefent Eftimate, you will conftrud and 
maintain a Navigation, giving fix feet of water the whole way between the Lakes, 
receiving a Toll thereon of One Halfpenny per ton per . mile on all Corn, Meal, Malt, 
Flour, and Potatoes for Dublin, and One Penny per ton per mile on Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, and . Potatoes, mot'for Dublin ; and the lame -rate of One Penny on all 
other Goods. palling on the river, upwards or downwards, between the Lakes, except 
on Manure, which is to pay no more than One.Kalfpenny per ton per mile, and not 
,to exceed Twelve Pence for any diftance. 

Although the Board indulge an hope that the improved navigation of the Shannon 
will be a .more beneficial mode-.of conveyance than Land Carriage, they agree with 
you in the advantage of low Tolls, and are ready to admit that principle; they are 
ready alfo to recommend, for the approbation of Government, that the work be 
executed by you at the Public Expenee,mot exceeding the amount of your Eftimate ; 

• but, in that cafe, you muft be equally ready to allow the Public, who are to be at the 
whole expence, to fhare with -you fome proportion of the advantage from the aug- 
mented trade upon the GrandCanal. The Board therefore expedt that you will 
.reduce the Tolls -of the -Grand Canal upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoesibr 
Dublin, from -the Shannon, to One Penny Halfpenny -per ton -per mile. 

You will obferve, that the Board in this proffer do not interfere with -the Carriage 
of other Articles on the Grand Canal, with, the internal communications of the coun- 
try, with the Paflage- boats, or with any part of the Back-carriage from Dublin, all 
of which will remain fubjedt to the high Tolls which you now have the power of 
colledting; and when you confider'the diftance between Dublin and Banagher, where 
the .Grand Canal enters the Shannon, and the amount of the Toll which each ton of 
Corn, &c. from the Shannon muft bear, and bring you, on the whole of that diftance 
upon your Canal, and the circumftances which, as the Board have often fubmitted 
to your, confideration, your Canal muft contend with if the Tolls are kept at their 
higheft rate, you will be of opinion that your interefts are very liberally confidered, 
and will be highly advanced by your concurrence in this offer. 

_ The improvement and repairs of the Canal at AtMone being now under the 
diredlion of Colonel Fifher, the fpecific amount of your Eftimate, and fome mat- 
ters of inferior confequence in your Propsfal, will require confideration ; and a ftipu- 
lation will be requifite, that the .Proprietors of grounds on the banks of the Shannon, 
who have ufually made ufe of that River in the gathering together of their Harvefts,, 
and removing their Goodsfrom one part of their grounds to another, Ihoulcl continue 
in the enjoy menc of that, convenience, Toll-free. 

As foon as you fignify your concurrence in the principles of fuch an agreement, 
the -Board will immediately adjuft with you the fpecial terms to be fubmitted .to 
. Government, and, upon, their. approbation, to be formed into a contract for, the execu- 
tion thereof. 

.By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Directors of in the. abfence of. the Secretary. 

The Grand Canal Company. 

■GrandCanal Houfe, aifbOdtober 1803, 

■Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your letter of yefterday’s date, in anfwer to 
our Propofal of the 22d of June laft, for making the river Shannon. navigable, with-- 
. out Trackways, between Lough -Derg and Lough 'Rhea. 

We 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



on TOLLS of the GRAND CANAL of IRELAND. 



■59 

'We are extremely' lorry to find' that fo long- a correspondence, and fo muchinvelu- 
•gation, as has been bellowed bothby you and us on this important fubjedt, ffiould 
be likely to end without any beneficial refult, as we cannot hefitate one moment' in 
-declining to accept the propofal communicated by you in the above'Ietter. 

In our former 'letters we intimated to you, that we were by no means ’defirous of 
embarking in the difficult and hazardous enterprize of making the. river Shannon 
navigable ; and that nothing but the opinion we entertained, that we were, from con- 
current Gireumftances, better able to perfect that work than any other'body o'f'Men in 
this kingdom, could have induced-us to make any propofal for undertaking it. We 
freely admit, that if that work were executed in a proper and diffident manner upon 
the reduced-rate of Tolls limited by A< 5 b of Parliament, we Tnould derive material 
advantage from our communication with it. We defire however to have it remem- 
bered, that the great work, which thirty-one years unce&fing perfeverance, and 
an expenditure of upwards of a Million of private property, have now accompiiffied, 
was- undertaken by the Grand CanaL Company, under the 'full confidence that they 
fhould find the-river Shannon made completely navigable, and free from Toll, from 
Lough Allen to the fea, long before this Company could expedt to ‘form a junction 
with 'it; a confidence founded un the avowed intention of Parliament, proceeded on 
to a-reonfiderable extent. 

_ A liberal bequeft-was made by the I rifh Parliament to 'the Irifh nation, tire prin- 
cipal objedl-of which bequeft-was,' the making the river Shannon navigable, on a 
Toll barely ffifficienrto keep it in repair. With what.juftice then, can it be- expected 
that the Grand Canal Company, whole fpirited efforts have produced fo much benefit 

• to the Nation, without any adequate return made to themfelves, fnould'facrifice their 
Tolls in aid of the Public Bounty ? If the Reduction of our Tolls, which however 
high they may be.confidered on the. part of. the Public, are -certainly too-low for our 
reimbursement, %e an objeift with Government, we are Hill ready to difpofe of a . 
.portion of them on fair and equitable terms..; but we will never intermi-x the 'fa-le of 

them -with any-propdfition for undertaking a new work. 

We repeat, that we are not defirous of undertaking the making -any , portion of the 
river Shannon navigable ; we neither- defire, nor expeft to derive any emolument 
from the execution ot that work, upon the Ellimates -we have laid before you ; on 
the contrary, it is highly proba'ble 'that a confiderable exceeding may arife in the 
execution of it, the rilk of which exceeding, together with the continued trouble 
and expence of fupenntendance and repairs of an extenfive River Navigation, inade- 
quately repaid by the low Tolls to be demanded, might ;be -deemed a. fufficiefit 

• contribution, ifany could with juftice be required, on the part of the Grand Canal 
^Company. 

That che navigation of the river Shannon muff be Speedily executed, we are well 
-allured it is the firll objedt in the Adt, under which your Board is corvftituted : we 
entertain no doubt, therefore, that y-ou -will caufe it to 'be finifned without further 
delqy. -.But the molt material point is, the keeping it in perfect repair after it fiiall 
be made..; this will.be both troublefome and expenfive ; and if fhoals ffiall not be 
deepened, and the works conltrudted on a liberal lcale in^the firft-inftance. they 
never will Itarid the effedts of winter - floods. 

Weitill. remain willing, to undertake the work upon the terms of the propofal con- 
tained in our letter of the 22d June lalt, with fuch fuitable modification's in rrfpedt 
•to Plan and Eftimate, as fhall be. pointed out by you or Colonel Fiflier, in confe- 
quence of the execution of part of the work under his infpedtion. And we fnould 
•not ohjedt to. the ftipulation, mentioned by you, that the Proprietors of grounds on 
-the banks of the Shannon, who have ufually made ufe '©f that River in gathering 
together their Harvefts, and in removing their Goods from one part of their grounds 
to another, ffiould continue in the enjoyment of that convenience (Toll-free.) pro- 
vided they do not pafs through a'lock, or -enter any part of the artificial Navigation. 

If we-are to confider the negociation between you and us at an end, we are under 
the neceflity of requefting to -know your determination with refpect to the works we 
are now carrying on at Cloneenogue 'Canal -and Lock. .By means of engines con- 
ftrudted.by able Artificers, under the direction of Mr. Rhodes, we have been able 
to mailer the water in the Lock and Canal. at Cloneenogue ; and, having previoufly 
prepared materials of the belt quality for rebuilding the Lock, we have proceeded 

upon 
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upon that work with uncommon energy; and we have it in our power now to fay:, 
that by the uninterrupted continuance of the fame exertion for another month, we 
fliould be enabled to complete this, work, which, with the removal of the obftrudions 
already effeded by us at Banagher, would open a fufficient Winter Navigation between 
Athlone and Killaloe ; but as in your letter of the 13th September lair, you fpeak 
•with great caution and coldnefs on the fubjed.of reimburfing us for the expence we 
■ have incurred in the above work; — 

We now think it neceflary to entreat your explicit anfwer on that fubjed, and to 
- fay whether, in the' dull place, you defire that we lliould continue the exertions we 
: are now making to complete the Lock and Canal at Cioneenogue; and whether you 
will, in fuch cafe, repay us fuch fums as we have already laid out, and rhuft necdfa- 
rily expend in the completion thereof, and for which we fliall be ready tofurnifhyou 

• with proper and fufficient Vouchers. 

If, under all the circumftances of the cafe, we could conceive it poffible that you 

• fnould refufe; fo fair and equitable a demand, we fliould be bound, in duty to thofe 
whom we reprefent, not to expend another Guinea in this work, but forthwith to 
remove our machinery and the materials provided for the completion of it. But as 
we entertain a confidence in the fairnefs and liberality of your condud in a matter of 

• fuch great National importance, we fhall not, for one week from this date (in expee- 
. tation of your anfwer as to this particular point) difcontinue the work. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) W m Greene, Sec. y . 

.The Diredors Gen 1 of.Iniand Navigation, 

&c. &c. &c. 



The Diredors of the Grand Canal prefent their refpeds to the Diredors Genera! 
--of Inland Navigation, and requelt they will have the goodnefs to favour them with an 
: anfwer to their Propofal for making the river Shannon navigable between Lough Rhea 
and Lough Derg ; as they, are apprehenfive-that the Proprietors of the Grand Canal 
may conlidcr them as ading indifcreetly in proceeding- with the works on the Shannon 
now executing, until an Agreement for the fame (hall be ratified. 

The Diredors of the Grand Canal Company- think it alfo neceffary to remind the 
Diredors General, that a fum of. near Ten thoufand pounds has been expended-by 
■ them on the river Shannon, for which they wilh to be, reimburfed. 

■ Grand CanaLHoufe, 17th. Dec.. 1803. 



Navigation-office, 20th December 1803, 

'Gentlemen, 

I am direded by The Board to fend you the inclofed fketch of Terms of A»ree- 
: mentpropofed to be entered into with the Grand Canal Company for perfedin^ the' 
Navigation of the Shannon between LoughDerg and Lough Rhea ; if you have objec- 
tions to any of the particular terms, the Diredors General requeft you will ftate the 
. ground of fuch objedions, and alfo in what, particulars you are difpdfed to aaree, that 
they may confider in what manner the ideas of both the, contrading Parties "may 
be brought to concur. 

By Order of the Board. 

. (Signed) * Henry R. Paine, 

Diredors of . in the ablence of the Secretary. 

.The Grand Canal Company. 

TER MS. to be agreed upon : for perfeding a Six-feet Water Navigation . 
of the Shannon, between the Southern extremity of the Canal of Cionee- 
nogue, and the Norchcrn extremity of the Canal at Athlone. 

The Eftimate amounts to Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds; 
pf this Four thoufand pounds are charged for Harbours, Stores, &c. &c. at Ath- 
»one. Shannon Bridge, Banaglter, . and .Porcumna. Stores are not • conlidered as 

part 
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part of the Navigation. Plans anti Eilimates of the Harbours to be laid before the 
Board, and any other works that are intended to be comprized under, &c. to be 
fpecified. 

Incidents are charged at twenty per cent, amounting to Six thoufand fix hundred, 
and five pounds, which appears to be very high, confidering that the Eftimate is 
•calculated at prices above what are now paid on the Grand Canal, with intent that 
they (hall cover the whole pofiible Expenditure, The charge for Incidents will, 
however, be admitted, allowing the Expenditure only for the unforefcen excefs of 
eftimated articles, and not for new works which are not fpecified. 

The Maps, for which One thoufand pounds are charged, to be fpecified, and the 
actual expence dated ; and the Board to be furnilhed with a complete Map of the 
‘Line of this Navigation, defcribing the works which are to be executed. 

The works to be diftinguilhed in three divifions ; that is to fay, in the firft place 
between Banagher and the termination of Cloneenogue Canal 5 tn the next place, 
between Banagher and Shannon Bridge; and in the third place, between Shannon 
Bridge and the Northern extremity of Athlone Canal. 

One-fourth part of the Expenditure upon each of thofe divifions to be referved 
until the whole work (hall be completely finilhed. 

The following Tolls to be levied on’ each of thofe divifions, fo foon as the works 
fhall be completed to the fatisfaftion of the Directors General. The Company to be 
paid by inftalments of Five thouland pounds, fo foon as they fhall have expended fo 
much on the execution of the works in each divifion refpe&ively, always referving 
one- fourth until the entire Navigation hereby propofed fhall be completed. The 
Tolls not to exceed One Halfpenny per ton per mile on Corn, Meal, Malt, Fiour, 
and Potatoes, coming to Dublin : 

One Penny per ton per mile on the fame Articles, not coming to Dublin : 

One Halfpenny per ton per mile on Slates and Coals : ^ 

One Halfpenny per ton per mile on Turf and Manure, and not to exceed Sixpence 
for any diftance : . . 

One Penny per ton per mile on all other Goods palling on the laid Navigation, 
upwards or downwards. 

No other Toll or Charge whatfoever to be demanded or taken under any 

^ The adjoining Landholders to ufe the Navigation free of Toll for collecting their 
Harveft, or removing their Goods from one part of their grounds to another, provided 
they do not pafs through a Lock. 

The works to be maintained in perfect repair and good order, at the expence of the 
Company ; always keeping a clear channel through the whole Navigation, not lefs 
than twenty-four feet wide at the bottom, forty-four feet wide at the furface, and fix 
feet deep at all feafons of the year. 

Grand Capal Houfe, 3d January 1804. 

Gentlemen, n , , c 

We have had the honour to receive 7our letter of the 20th uk.inclofing a iketch of 
the Terms of Agreement propofed to be entered into with the Grand Canal Com pany, 
for perfecting the navigation between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea ; and defiring, 
that if we have obje&ions to any of the particular terms, that we fhould ltate the 
grounds of fuch objections, and alfo in what particulars we are difpofcd to agree, in 
order that you may confider in what manner the ideas of both the contracting 1 artic. 1 - 
may be brought to concur. c , 

On the 22d of June iaft we made a fpecific propofal for making the river Shannon 
navigable between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea without Trackways, which propolai 
you anfwered on the. 20th of October laft, and in that anfwer you accepted our pro- 
pofal, with the foie refervation of fomefmall alteration in the Eftimate, in conlequence 
of works carrying on bv Colonel Either at Athlone, together with fome matters of 
inferior conlequence in our propofal which would require confide ration, provided we 
agreed to a Reduction of the Tolls on Corn, Meal, &c. brought to Dublin from the 
Shannon by our Canal ; which latter provifo we rejected by our letter ot 
169. Q 
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October ; and when we preffed you for a final anfwer upon the fiibjeCty and one of our 
members, by defi're of the Board, waited on Mr. Wickham, in order that the Naviga- 
tion might be terminated in one way or the other, he was toid that our propofal was 
, agreed to by Government, without any Reduction of our Tolls. And this reduction 
being the only circumftance (except feme matters of inferior confequencej for wnich 
you had theretofore ftipulated, we naturally luppofed, that when Government thought 
fit to concede that point, our propofal (before alluded to) would have been the lole 
bafis of an Agreement with you; and that the conclufion of filch Agreement would not 
have been prevented or delayed by the fuggeftion of any new terms, vaiying 
materially from thofe contained in that’ propofal. In compliance with your defire, 
chat we fhould ftate our fentiments on the terms now propofed by you, we beg 
leave to remind you, that, although Stores are not a part of the Navigation, they 
are mod eflential.inftruments towards enabling the Public to benefit by it; and that 
as fuch, the expence of confcruCting’them has ufually been included in Eftimates of 
fimilar undertakings With ours, where the whole or part of the expence has been defrayed 
by the Public. But as you are- very properly mindful that public expenditure fhould 
not be convertible to private emolument, which (without forme due regulation ) might 
be the cafe in relpect to Stores, we (hall have no objection to allow ybu to fix a 
fi nail rent (barely fufficient for repairs) on fuch Stores as fhall be built by us out 
of the fum- to be granted, our object being not to obtain revenue from Stores, but 
to provide in eligible fituations, on the wild banks of Shannon, fome places of fhelter 
for the produce of adjacent countries ; we apprehend however, that a fmail pro- 
portion of the fum of Four thoufand pounds will remain to be laid out on Stores,- 
as by far the greater part of that fum, if not the whole, mull be expended in making 
convenient Quays, Harbours, and other W orks, included under the words <c et 
“cetera;” we have not yet fixed upon the exaCt fires for Quays and Harbours; 
as foon as we fnall have received the neceffary information for (his purpofe, which 
we expect in a few days, we fhall caule Plans and Eltimates thereof ; to be laid 
before you. 

Under the words “ et cetera” are included fundry improvements in the river, 
as Pier-heads, cutting off Angles or Bends in the River, and altering Channels between 
Iflands. 

We beg leave to obferve, that our original Propofal required that we fhould receive 
Toll for the whole diftance between the northern extremity of Lough Derg and; the 
fouchern extremity of Lough Rhea: whereas by the new propofal made by you, our 
Toll is to be confined between the termination of the Cloneenogue Canal, and the 
northern extremity of the Athlone Canal, which would be. a reduction of above one- 
fourth part of the whole diftance on which Toils would be chargeable; we are 
therefore under the neceffity of acquainting you, that, as we have good reafon to be 
convinced that the heavy expences of repairs and fuperintendance on a River Naviga- 
tion cannot be defrayed by the very low Tolls, which, by our original propofal, we 
agreed to accept on the whole eflimate of the river between the Lakes we cannot 
agree to any reduction of that extent ; and, for the fame reafon we muff refufe our 
confent to any reduction of Toils below One Penny per ton per mile being made on 
Coal and Slaces ; but although our original propofal confined the reduction of Toll 
to Corn, Meal, Malt, &c. brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal, yet, in order to 
convince you that we are difpofed to go as far as pofiible to meet your withes, even 
in matters which may be ccnlidered of no inferior confequence, we will, at your 
defire, confent to ailow all Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, brought from any 
part of the river Shannon, that fhall be conveyed to, Dublin, whether by our Canal or 
by any other Inland Navigation, to pafs on the river at a Toll of no more than One 
Halfpenny per ton per mile, but we require that this reduction of Toll fhall be made 
by the way of drawback to prevent impofition, and that the full Toll of One Penny 
per ton per mile fhall be paid in the firft inftance. 

We agree to the reduction of Toll propofed by you on Turf and Manure, but this 
fhould alio be carried intoeffeftas a drawback, and under certain regulations, as here- 
inafter mentioned in refpeCt to Wharfage. 

We accede to the ftipulation made by you in favour of adjoining Landholders in 
collecting their harvefts, or removing their goods from one part of their lands to 

another. 
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another, provided they do not pafs through a lock, in which' cafe they midi pay Toll- 
from the point whete their goods {ball be emuarked ito the .place where they may : 
land them. 

Your paper (dates, that no other Toll or Charge vyhatfoever, than what is therein 
(dated, (hail be taken or demanded on any pretence. 

We beg leave to remind you, that in our propofal ot the doth December ,1802, 
we {Updated for a certain Toll on Paflengers, which we think it neceffary to main- 
tain our right to levy, as it is not irnpoftibic that in the fummer feafon, a Paflage- 
boat may ply between the Lakes ; and in truth, this is a ftipulation in favour of the 
Public, as no one could be induced to encounter die heavy expence of building a 
Faffage-boat on the Shannon, ur.lefs he were certain of a monopoly 01 Paper, gers 
thereon. ... 

We have alfo to mention to you, that folely for the purpofeof regulating the trade, 
and enforcing good order in the conduct thereof, - it is indifpenfibly neceffary that we 
(hall have a power of levying moderate Rates or Charges for the regulated ufc of the 
Harbours, Quays, and Wharfs, as we have found by experience that the neceffary 
regulations for preitrving good order among the Traders and Boatmen aie enforced 
much more effeflually, and lefs invidioufly, by the remiffion of charges to which we 
are entitled in favour of thofe who conform to fuch regulations, than by the impofition 
of fines on thofe who may hapDen to be perverfe or irregulars and the payment of 
which fines it would be found' troublefome, and in fomc cafes impoffibie to enforce, 
according to the forms of law. And on reflection, it mult occur to you, that other- 
wile than by a power t-o levy Wharfage, and the occafional remiffion thereof, the 
depofit and continuance of Goods and other Articles in the Harbouis, and on trie 
Quays and Wharfs, cannot be reftrained or regulated, for which reafons we mutt 
require a riuht to levy a Rate or Charge of One Penny per ton on all Articles depo- 
flted on any of the Quays or Wharfs, for or in refpe&Ioflthe fo depofitfng the lame, 
together with a further Rate or Charge of One Penny per ton per day for the con- 
tinuance thereof on fuch Quay or Wharf, and which Charges we preiume wiil not 
appear to you to be more than fufficient for the before-mentioned purpoles; and if 
you fhall entertain any doubts as to the purpofes for which we require fuch power, 
we (hall willingly lay before you a Statement of the yearly amount of the very lncon- 
flderable Revenue we derive from fimilar powers on the Grand Cana!. We preiume 
that in requiring that no Toll or Charge whatfoever, fave thole dated 1.1 your letter, 
(hall be taken or demanded on any pretence, it is not your intention or w.fli that we 
fliouid be precluded from recovering or levying thofe fines and penalties which may 
be chargeable or recoverable by law,for damaging the works or impeding tup Navi- 
gation, or offences of a fimilar natures and with fuch exceptions and qualifications as 
aforefaid, together with thofe refpefting Paffengers, we accede to your propofols or 
iuggeftions in refpeft of Tolls and Charges to which we are to be entitled. 

We (hall deem ourfelves extremelv fortunate, if, by theftnfteft csconomy, we fhall 
be enabled in the execution of this arduous undertaking to make any having upon 
tho whole of the Eftimate ; but we defire to have it clear, y underftood, that we (hail 
be by no means bound to execute any particular part or denomination of the work 
for the fpecific amount of the effimaoed expence of fuch part or denomination. 
In the Eftimate laid before you, after fo much enquiry and conflderation on our par , 
we are already fenflbie of many very important omiffions, and the iinexauip ed higii 
wages now given- in confequence of the preffure of public afiairs by Militaiy Engi- 
neers to Labourers and Artificers of every defcription at Athlone, Banagher, and difie- 
rent other places contiguous to the intended wonts on die Shannon, will, we aie 
certain, render it neceffary for us to raife the prices on many parts o. -the works 
fifteen or twenty per cent, beyond the Eftimate. But having mace the propoft , an 
proceeded on the works, we will not now redraft, provided we foal! be fully at 
liberty to execute the -works without, any controul or interference wfotfoever except, 
filch fopervifion as you may, for your own lamfiftwn, deemtnepeffary. to-te mode 
of the works in their progrefs 1 and provided alfo, that if we ftall WOL » 8 
ments as to the depth and width of the Navigation, and the general (bale of the works 
in aH parts, and that the feveral works (hall be well and ful aftantial ly perfamjd we 
ftall beat liberty to deviate from the plan now or heretofore laid d °“" " C “ CS 
where we may think it expedient fo to do. We are ready however to execure any 
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further works connected wick the navigation of the Shannon between the Lakes, no£ 
provided for in the Eftimate, which you or His Majefty’s Military Engineers (hall 
require to be done, provided we (hall be reimburfed our expenditure thereon over 
and above the amount of the prefent Eftimate. 

We agree to receive payment in the manner fpecified bv you, viz by inftalmenrs 
of Five thoufand pounds, fo foon as we {hail have expended fo much in the executing 
of the works in each divifion refpeCtively, always referving .one-fourth until the en- 
tire Navigation hereby propofed to be executed {hall be completed, tne proof of our 
expenditures to be afcertained by the oath of the Engineer or Pay matter ot the 
Company, and attefted by the Chairman or Deputy Chairman, that fuch fums have 
been expended on the faid Navigation, and for the falaries of Engineers, Superinten- 
dants, and other neceffary Officers employed thereon- 

We conceive, that we ought to be allowed to levy Tolls as foon as a Boat carrying 
forty tons burthen fnall pats from Banagher into Lough Derg in the firft place ; 
and in the next place, as foon as a Boat fo laden {hall pals from Ban4gher through 
the Lock at Shannon Bridge ; and in the third place, as foon as a Boat fo laden 
{hall pafs from Shannon Bridge into Lough Rhea ; and the whole balance of money 
due to the Company, theretofore retained in your hands, {hall be paid fo foon as the 
works {hall be completed purfuanc to agreement. 

What you defire in refpeCt to the Maps, {hall be complied with, and we {hall, in 
the courfe of a few days, lay before you a general plan of the whole works as now 
propofed to be executed. 

The works {hall be maintained in perfect repair and good order at the expence of 
the Grand Canal Company. We will engage to make the bottom of the Canals and 
Channels in the river fix feet fix inches deep, and twenty-four feet wide at bottom, 
and the furface in ail places full forty feet wide ; but as extraordinary drought may 
occafionally fink the river below its ufual fummer height, and as the fhifting of 
fands, and the depofit of floods, may frequently reduce both the width and depth of 
the bottom, and as it would be highly imprudent to contract to keep a work of this 
nature conftantly in a ftate of theoretic perfection, we can only ftipulate to execute 
the works in the firft inftance according to fuch dimenfions as above ftated, and to 
ufe all due diligence to preferve thefe depths and widths at all times in the 
navigation. 

It may be proper to remind you, that the works formerly executed on the river 
Shannon, having for many years paft been left in a ftate of total dereliction, the Lock- 
keepers and others who have had poffefiion of the Lock Houfes, Locks, Bridges, 
Trackways, and Lands belonging to faid Navigation, have been in the habit of con- 
lidering the fame as their private and exclufive property, and feveral of them have 
laid claims to falaries to a large amount, which they ftate to be due to them from 
Government for continuing in charge of faid works j from fuch claims, whether 
founded or otherwife, we ftipulate to be exonerated, and that the feveral Works, 
Houles, Lands, and Tenements belonging to the navigation of the river Shannon, 
and heretofore vetted in the Commiffioners of Inland Navigation, {hall be delivered 
over to us, freed from all claims and demands whatfoever. 

We requeft your anfwer as fpeedily as may be, that we may call the Company 
together to ratify our Agreement, and thereby to enable you to reimburfe us for 
our expenditure, without which we {hall not be able to profecute with vigour the 
works now carrying on. 

As foon as we {hall receive your anfwer, notifying to us that you are fatisfied with 
the conceffions which we have made from our original propofal, we {hall caufe to be 
prepared and laid before you a more regular and detailed Statement of the Terms of 
the Agreement which the Company may be willing to enter into in purfuance of the 
arrangements between you and us, and fpecifying the time to be allowed for the 
execution of the works, and other matters of inferior moment ufually attended to in 
fimilar agreements, and with refpeCt to which we prefume there can be no difference 
of opinion between us. 

By Order. 

(Signed) Edw. Lynch , Sec*'. 

The Directors General oflnland 

Navigation, &c. &c. &c. 

Grand 
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Grand Canal Houfe, Qth January 1 804. 

•Gentlemen, 

We herewith lay before you a Plan ofthe propofed navigation of the river Shannon 
between Lougn Derg and Lough Rhea, together with Plans and Eftimates of Har- 
bours, &c defired by you, and referred to in our letter of the 3d inftant. 

By Order. 

The Dire&ors General of Inland ' (Signed) Edw d Lynch, Adting Seek 

Navigation, &c. &c. &c. 6 



ESTIMATE for a HARBOUR at Athlone: 





Quantity. 


Rate. 


Amount. 


Mafonry in Harbour Walls, Tront to be deep-bedded: 




d. 


£, T d. 


and hammered - perches j 


5° 4 


1 3 


327 12 — 


Cut Stone in Coping, and in Afhlar courfe under 








it------ - feet 


1,760 


3 -6 


308 


Excavation for Harbour and Walls - - yards 


2,888 


— 10 


120 6 8 


Puddling at back of Walls - - .. — 


586 


1 — 


29 6 — > 


Excavation for Quays, and forming D° - — 


3>9 ID 


— 6 


97 'S — 


Gravelling Quays and Approaches - - — 


366 


— 9 


13 14 6 






£■ 


896 14 2 



(Signed) John Killaly. 

Dec. 1803. 



ESTIMATE for a HARBOUR at Shannon Bridge: 





Quantity. 


Rate. 


Amount. 


Mafonry in Harbour Wall, front to be deepA>edded 




S. d. 


£■ s. d. 


and hammered - - - perches 


>83 


l 3 — 


Il8 19 


Cut Stone in Coping, and in Afhlar courfe under 








it-------- 


880 


3 6 


I54 


Excavation for Harbour and W T all - - yards 


G 2 ~5 . 


— 10 


30 4 2 


Pudding at back of Wall _ - - — 


260 


1 — 


13 


Forming Quay and Approaches - - — 


- - - 


- - 


5 


Gravelling ditto - - - - — 


183 


— 6 


4 1 1 6 








341 14 8 



169. 



(Signed) 

R 



John Killaly. 

Dec. 1803. 
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ESTIMATE for an HARBOUR at Banac-her. 





Quantity. 


Rate. 


Amount. 


:Mafonry in Harbour Wall, front to be deep-bedded 




s. d. 


£■ s. d. 


and -hammered - perches 




1 3 — 


1 1 8 19 — 


Cut Stone in Coping, and in Alhlar courfe under 








it - - - - f<*t 


880 


3 6 


1 J 4 


Excavation for Harbour and Walls, through Clay 


' 






and Rocks ----- yards 


I,66o 


1 3 


103 15 — 


Puddling at back of Wall - - - — 


260 


1 — 


13 


Forming Quay and Approaches - - — 


- - - 


- - 


5 


Gravelling ditto - - ~ - — 


183 


— 9 


6 17 3 






£■ 


4 01 11 3 



■(Signed) John Killaly. 

Dec. 1803. 



ESTIMATE for an HARBOUR at Portumna. 





Quantity. 


Rate. 


Amount. 


Mafonry in Harbour Walls, front to be deq) -bedded 




•s. d. 


£■ 4 d. 


and hammered - perches 


544 


13 “ 


353 12 — 


Cut Stone in Afhlar Courfe and Coping - feet 


1,760 


3 6 


308 — 


Excavation for Harbours and Walls, and keeping 








out Water ----- yards 


1,63° 


% 


163 — — 


Puddling at back of Walls - - - . — 


630 


- 9 


23 12 6 


Forming Quays and Approaches - - — 


- - - 


- - 


10 


Gravelling ditto - — 


366 


I 


18 6 — 


Furcbafe of 1 Rood of Land, at ,£.60. per Acre - 


. . . 


- - 


15 — 


Building 4 Arches on the Callows, in place of thofe 








which the Wharfs will flop up - - 


. _ - 


£■9 5 


3S0 — 






£■ 


0 



(Signed) John Killaly. 

Dec. 1803, 
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ABSTRACT. 

HARBOURS. 

Athlone 

Shannon Bridge - 

IBanagher - 

Portumna - - - ■ - 



•£.896 14 a 
341 14, 8 

401 i 1 3 

1,271 10 6 



STORES. 

i at Athlone - » - 

1 at Shannon Bridge 
1 at Banagher - 
.2 at Portumna - - 

e-t cetera, referred to by Eflimate. 



100 — — 
ico — — 
•ICO — — 
200' 



Cutting acrofs a point .of Land below Shannon Bridge, j ' 

30 perches, at .£. 12. 10. - - - - 1 ■ 

-Cutting acrofs the north end of Bullock Ifland, to give an ) 

•eafy entrance from the Grand Canal into the main Chan- > 105 — — 
nel in winter-time or high water, 1 5 perches, at £. 7. - j 

-Deepening (and removing cbflrudions out of) Channel") 

fouth of Bullock Ifland, to make a fafe winter -.pafTage > ic8 9 5 

.through it* - - - - -J 



£. 4,000 o o 



’(Signed) John KHlaly. 

Dec. 1803. 



Navigation-office, 26th January 1804. 

•‘Gentlemen, . 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation have coniidered your letter of the 
third inftant, in anfwer to theirs of the 20th ultimo, refpedirtg the Agreement in con- 
templation for completing the Navigation of the Shannon between Lough Derg and 
Lough Rhea, and have direded me to Rate to you, that they confider the bafisof fuch 
an agreement to be this : That you are to be allowed the expence of the works not 
exceeding your liftimate, with Tolls merely Efficient for the charge of maintaining 
thofe works. By the Board’s letter of the 20th Odober 1803, the Tolls you pro- 
pofed upon the Shannon were agreed to, provided you would confent to a rcdudion 
of certain Tolls therein fpecified upon, the Grand Canal; this you rejeded, adding, 
that you would never intermix the fale of your Tolls with any proportion for 
undertaking a new work. The Board then confented to enter into an agreement 
which fhould be exempt from fuch a condition ; but it muff be evident when you 
reieded the principal ftipulation which the Board propoft d for the public ad\ antage, 
that the .propofition made by them was broken up ; nor can ic be imagined that they 
confidered the Tolls which they acceded to, when conneded with that ftipulation, 
were to remain after that ftipulation was withdrawn. .The Board the re foie are perfediy 
fiee to exped a different adjuftment of the terms or an Agreement of which the 
whole expence is to be borne by the Public, and from which die Grand Canal 
mult neceflarily receive a vaft addition of trade, witn conlecjuent emolument to the 
Company. 



* The laftfum forms a portion of £ 1,3.4- which would make a perfeft River Navigation through 
this Channel to and from the town ot Banagher at all leafons. in my opinion a moft dcf.rablc cmjett ; 
and it is probable alto that many other improvements of the like nature will be found neceflary or 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



6 $ } .APPENDIX. to REPORT from COMMITTEE 

In anfwer to thofc.points of your letter, in which you differ with the Board, I am 
diretfted to fay, — 

That they cannot allow cf any charge for Stores j they are of private concern, and 
will be co.mpcnfated by the charge for ftorageof the goods depofited. 

You objecl to your Toll being confined between the termination of the Cionee- 
nogue Carrs! and. the northern extremity of the Athlone Canal, and require that 
you fhouid receive I oil for the w-hole diftance betwen the northern extremity of 
Lough Derg and the fouthern extremity of Lough -Rhea; at the fame time vou 
refele y .'ur confent to any reduction of Toils below One Penny per ton per mile beino - 
made on Coal and Slate?, ’ ° 

The Board mull abide by the limitation of your Tolls on the North to the northern 
extremity, of the Athlone Canal j on the South the Board will agree to one cf thefe 
conditions, either that the whole diftance you point out fhaij be chargeable with a 
Toll not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile ; or, if you infill upon One 
Penny for Coal and Slates, it fhali be charge-able only from -the fouthern termination 
of the Cloneenogue Canal ; the option is .lef t to you. 

> Ton agree to the Toll of One Halfpenny upon Corn,' Meal, Malt, Flour, and 
Potatoes, .brought from any part of the river Shannon; to Dublin by your Canal, or 
any other Inland Navigation, but you require that this. reduction from One Penny be 
made by- way of drawback, and that cite, full Toil of One Penny per mile be paid in 
the firft ip. fiance ; to tms reqyifition the Board decline their con font, as it is unneceflary, 
and would interfere with the facility anddifpatch of trade. 

Turf and Manure fhouid be fubjed to the regulations to which other goods fhali be 
ftibicd in refped of Wharfage, the drawback will be then unneceflary, or the regulations 
may be erred ed by means of the Toll- remaining after the reduction propofed by the 
Board. 

You accede to the ftipulation in favour of adjoining Landholders, provided they do 
not pafs through a Jack, in which cafe the Board agree, that they muft pay Toll from 
the point where their. goods fhali be embarked to the place where they may land them. 

By the requifuion that no other Toll or Charge whatfoever, than what was ftated, 
fhaH be taken or demanded, the Board did nut mean to exclude the Toll upon 
Paffengers. 

For the reafons you give, the Board agree to a charge being made, provided the fame 
may be done according to Law, fur articles depofited on any of the Quays or Wharfs 
for or in refpeft of the depofiting the fame, at the rate of One Penny per ton per day, 
but the Board expefb that no Rich charge fhali be made Until after the third day from 
the landing of fuch goods upon fuch Quay or Wharf, it being the Board’s intention that 
goods may be landed u; on fuch Quays or Wharfs, and remain for three days, the day 
of landing being one, without any Toll or Charge. ' 

It i, by no means. the Board’s intention or wifti that you fhouid be precluded from 
receiving^ levying thofe'Fines and Penalties which may be chargeable or recoverable 
by Law, for damaging the W orks or impeding the Navigation, or offences of a fimilar 
nature. 

• With regard to .the Expenditure upon fpecific articles of the Works, the Board do 
not defire to limit you in the amount, provided the Eftimate, in the whole, be not 
exceeded; provided the works generally comprehended in ycur Eftimate .(hall be 
executed; and provided no works, of a nature different from thole fpecified in the 
eftimate, fhaH be fubttkutrd ; and the Board do not defire any other controul or inter- 
ference in the execution of the work, except fuch infpe&ion or fupervifion as the Board 
final! deem neceffary to be made of the Works in their- progrefs, in order to be fatisfied 
as to the execution and expenditure. 

If you fhali fulfil your engagements as to the depth and breadth of the Navigation, 
and the general fcale of the works in all parts, and that the feveral works fhali be well 
and fubltantially performed, the Board will confent that you may deviate from the 
plan now or heretofore laid down, where it may be expedient and lawful fo to do, 
unleff in any inftance where fuch deviation may be manifeftly objectionable.; it will 
therefore be requifite that fuch deviation be ftated to the Board, and their previous 
concurrence obtained. 

It muft be underftood that this Agreement fhali not interfere with the execution of 
any'Military works for the defence of the Country, under the direction of HisMajefty’s 
Engineers ; thofe will of courfe be paid for by Government in the ufual manner. 

With 
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With regard to the manner of your receiving payment, you and the Board are. 
agreed. 

The Board agree that you fhall levy Tolls for the firft diftance, as foon as the Na- 
vigation fhall be completed according to the contract from Banagher to Lough Derg, 
on the Southern extremity of the Cioneenogue Canal, and as foon as a boat carry- 
ing forty tons fhall pafs from the one to the' other ; for the next diftance, in like 
manner, from Banagher through the lock at Shannon Bridge; and for the third 
•diftance, from Shannon Bridge through the northern extremity of the Canal at 
Athlone. 

You agree that the works fhall be maintained in perfeCt repair and good order, at 
the expence of the Grand Canal Company ; you engage to make the Canals and 
Channels in the river fix feet fix inches deep, and twenty-four feet wide at bottom, 
and the furface in all places full forty feet wide; but, as extraordinary drought may 
occafionally fink the river below its ufual fummit height, and as the fhifting of fands 
and the depofits of floods may frequently reduce both width and depth of the bottom; 
and as it would be highly imprudent to contrail to keep a work of this nature con- 
ilantly in a Rate of theoretic perfection, you can only ftipuLte to execute the works 
in the firft inftance according to fuch dimenfions as above dated, and to ufe all due 
•diligence to preicrve thofe depths and widths at all times in the Navigation. 

It muft be clearly underftood, that the Board’s expectation to have fix feet water 
over the cills of the Locks, and fix feet and a half in the Canals and Channels, is par- 
ticularly applicable to the dry feafon ; the Board do not therefore fee in what manner 
they can diipenfe with that condition in your contrail, as any exception might defeat 
the very purpofe. With refpeCt to accidental fhoals, the Board do not doubc that you 
will take the earlieft occafions to remove, them, nor will you lufpeit the Board of 
making any unreafonable requifidons beyond the true fpirit and purpofe of the 
contrail. 

The Board underftand that they are to veft in your Company all the property and 
neceflary powers which, by Law, they are authorized to transfer, free from all claims 
and demands whatfover, previous to the day on which the contrail fhall be executed. 

Confidering that the whole expence is to be borne by the Public, that certain 
Tolls upon the Shannon are to be your property, that the works, if well executed (as 
the Board do not doubt they will be) will for many years require little or no repair ; 
that the trade upon the Shannon, encouraged by the low Tolls, will confiderably 
increafe, and confidering the acceffion of trade which this will bring to the Grand 
Canal, the Board truft that their fuggeflions will meet with your concurrence ; and if 
you fhall fignify the fame to them, they will, as you alfo propole to do, prepare a 
detailed Statement of the terms of the Agreement, fuch as, after adjuflment with you, 
the Board may fubmit and recommend to the confideration of his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, and of the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, conformably to the 
provifions of the Law. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Directors of in the abfenceof the Secretary. 

The Grand Canal Company. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 2d February 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 26th ult. in arifwer to ours 
of the 20th December lad, refpeCting the propofal made by us on the 22d of June 
1803, for completing the navigation of the river Shannon from Lough Derg to 
Lough Rhea. 

We are utterly at a lofs to account for the extraordinary and unexpected turn which 
.a negociation, fo long protracted, has at length taken, which had been brought to a 
conciufion by the intervention of Mr. Wickham, except (to ufe your own words) in 
iome matters of inferior confequence. 

Under the fanCtion of your approbation, we long fince commenced certain works 
on the river Shannon. We made certain propofals for making and keeping a fpe- 
•cified diftriCt of that river navigable, to which propofals y-ou acceded on certain con- 

j.69. S di cions 
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rfitions reipepLing the Reduction of Tolls on the Grand Canal, which conditions we 
lejcfled; and we dcfired to know whether you would pay us the money we had 
expended on the works, or accept our proposals, freed from the conditions fo re- 
jected ; your anfwcr to that inquiry being delayed, we doubted whether, confidently 
with a due regard to the interefts of the Company, vye could proceed to complete 
thofe parts of the works which we had commenced, and without the completion, 
whereof the fouthern part of the Shannon would nor be navigable, even in Winter : 
but, conbdering that in the critical ftate of this Country, °it might boa matter of 
efiential public benefit that fuch objeft fhould be accompli Ihed with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, and fuch appearing to be the willies of the Military Departments of His 
Majefty s Government, manifefted by leveral applications, made to us by them, we, 
from a define to contribute by all the means in our power ro the Public Service, 
commifiioned one of our Members to explain the circumftances to Mr, Wickham l 
and, when he waited on chat Gentleman, he was told in exprefs terms by Mr. Wick- 
ham, that no explanation was neceffary, as the propofal of the Grand Canal Company 
was accepted by. Government, freed from the conditions, of a Reduftion of Toll on 
the Grand Canal, which had been fripuiated for by the Directors General ; in con- 
fequence of which pledge, and for a fubfequent confirmation thereof (if fuch a pledge 
needed confirmation) in a letter from the Chairman of your Board to the Member of. 
ours auove alluded to, we humbly conceived that nothing more remained to be done 
than to reduce our propofal into legal terms, in the form ofar. Agreement. 

Under fuch circumftances, we were much lurprized. at its being ftated by your laft: 
letter, that it mull be evident when we rejected chat ftipulaticn, that the propofition 
made by ^you was broken up, and to find that by your filcnce in refpecl to Mr. 
W ickham s interference, you deem his unqualified acceptance of our propofal as a 
matter of no importance. When Mr. Wickham, to whom with great deference (but: 
not lefs confidence) we beg leave to refer, iball be reminded of the foregoing fads, 
and when he Iball have re-perufed our letter of the coth Odtober, which called for an 
explicit acceptance or rejection of the terms propofed, we doubt not that he will, 
acknowledge chat he ftauds pledged to the terms of the propofal adverted to in that 
letter, and that confequently, any material departure from thofe terms (fave in fuch 
matters a.s, out of a defire to accommodate ourfelves to your willies, we havevolun-* 
tarily acceded to) is utterly inadmiffible. 

We refped the motive which induced you to make the. beft terms you could for 
the Public with regard to the Redudtion of Toll ; we however repeat to you, that on 
the terms we have agreed to undertake the work, we entertain no other expectation 
of being reprized for our trouble and rifle than the advantage of having the work 
fpeedily and perfedly executed, as we are perfuaded that the Tolls will not, for many 
years to come, tie fr a y the expence of repairs and fuperintendance. 

Having faid thus much in anfwer to the principle laid down in the preliminary- 
oblervationsof your letter, we, however, in order to convince you that we are not 
pertinacious, but on the contrary are defirous of yielding to your willies (as far as 
may be confident with our duty to the Corporation we reprefenc) beg leave to offer 
the following Anfwer to the feveral points touched upon in your letter wherein any 
material difference of opinion appears to remain between- us, following them in the 
order in which they prelent themlelves in your letter. 

And, firft, in refpeCt to Stores; as we look to no emolument from their ere&ion, 
but confider them as relating merely to public accommodation, and as on the con- 
trary you feem to think them matter of private concern only, we will not include 
theni in the Eftimate of our expenditure, but let the inconfiderable fum appropriated 
to this head merge in the general Eftimate. Under the explanation given in our laft' 
letter, we cannot relinquilh any portion of our demands, for the extenfion on which 
Tolls are to be chargeable, namely, from the Southern extremity of Loush Rhea to- 
the Northern extremity of Lough Derg, a diftance of 3 q miles; on this diftance, 
we, (purfuant to our propolal, acceded to on the part of Government as before- 
mentioned) expecl a Toll of One Penny per ton per mile on all Goods and Mer- 
chandize, lave on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, conveyed bv the Grand - 
Canal, or any other Inland Navigation to Dublin, which Articles. are to pay not more 
than One Halfpenny per con per mile, fave alfo on Turf and Manure, purfuant to 
the conceffions already made by us in favour of thofe Articles * and in refped to Coal 

. and 
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^nd Slates, we now declare ourfelves willing to charge no more than One Penny per 
•ton per mile, and not to exceed Two Shillings I rift, for any diftance the fame maybe 
carried on the river ; by which laft conceffion we conceive we have in efredt yielded 
to you one of the alternatives in refpedt to the Tolls to be. charged on the laft- 
mentioned Articles, which you fuggefted by your laft letter, and left to our option. 

Having already conceded the point of accepting only Half Toll, viz One Half- 
•penny per ton per mile between the Lakes on the river Shannon, on all Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, conveyed to Dublin, cither by the Grand Canal or by 
any other Inland Navigation, the burthen of proof of fuch conveyance muft neceffarily 
lie on the Claimants for fuch kedudlion, who cannot receive fuch an immunity until 
they ft all have performed the requifites to entitle them to it. It therefore follows, 
that they muft pay the Toll in the firft inftance, with a right to be repaid it by way 
of Drawback, upon eafy and firnpie proof being made of their having performed 
fuch requifites. It would be abfurd and impolitic in the Grand Canal Company to 
.throw any unneceffary obftacles in the way of trade, or to impede its facility and dif- 
patch in the remoteft degree ; when, therefore, we are to come to a formal agreement 
with you, we fhall be anxious to have every ftipulatiqn in favour of the Public made 
as clear aspoffible; and we fnall mod readily accede to any mode, which may be 
,pradlicab!e and eafy for individuals who may think the mfelves aggrieved, to obtain 
ipeedy and effedhial redrefs ; but we muft at the fame time take care, that when 
immunities are granted, all Claimants of them fhall manifeft their title to them, 
before they can be allowed. 

With refpedt to Wharfage and other fubordinate matters, our objedt being exadtly 
the fame with yours, viz. to prevent the folly or perveifenefs of individuals from de- 
ftroying the public accommodation, we truft there can be no difference of opinion 
.between us. 

You will obferve, that in the various matters of derail touched upon in your letter, 
and to which we have not thought it neceflary at prefent to advert, we feel difpofed 
to concede to your wi flies, and fhall carry that difpofuion into the final arrangement. 

Not apprehending the poffibiiity of any mifunderftanding between your Board and 
.us on the fubjedt odour propofal for making the Shannon navigable, we have gone 
forward with fuch decifive preparations for the works, that we entertain expeditions 
that it will be in our power, in the courfe of next dimmer, to. procure a Navigation 
practicable at .all lea ions of the year between the Lakes, the greater part of the cut 
Stone being already prepared, .and our Water Mills and other machinery being in 
fuch forwalidnefs, as to enable us to commence our operations in every material part 
of the work at the fame time. We do therefore intreat your final anfwer to this 
letter .as ..ipeedily aspoffible. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel B ago t } Se-cL . 

The Diredtors General of 
Inland Navigation. 



Navigation-office, 14th February 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 2d of February, in anfwer to theirs 
of the 26th ultimo, refpedting the Agreement for completing the Navigation of the 
river Shannon between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea and as you have exprefied 
your difpofition to arrange ieveral matters of detail, the Board do not think it neceffaryi 
to touch upon any but the principal points in your letter. 

You conceive, that you have in effedt yielded one of the alternatives in refpedt to 
the Tolls to be charged on the Articles of Coal and Slates; if there be no difference’ in 
effedt between the meafure propofed by this Board and thsMC offered by you, the-Board 
truft that you will make no difficulty in agreeing to their propofition, as it was dated 
to you, 6bje.ryi.ng, that the Toll of One Halfpenny, as mentioned in that part of their 
letter, refers only to Coals and Slates, and that the Toll of One Penny will (land upon 
other Articles not particularly excepted in other parts of the propofition. 

The Beard cannot depart from their refolution, that the termination of your Canal 
on-the North muft be the northern limit of the line fubjedt to Toll : 

Nor can ihe Board confent, that a Toll of One Penny fhall be paid in the firft 

inftance 
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infra.nce for Corn, Meal, Malr, Flour, and Potatoes corning to Dublin, with a draw- 
back of One Halfpenny, to be repaid here : no more than One Halfpenny is to be 
demanded or received ; and if any fraud (hall be committed, the law affords you 
means of redrefs. ' , ■ 

The charge alfo for Stores muff be ftruck out of the Eftimate. 

I am a i reded by the Board to requeft you wii'i let them know, whether you have 
any further objections upon thefe points, that they may enter upon the arrangement 
of Idler matteis in hopes ot coming to a final conclufion with you. 

By order of the Board. 

Dire dors of (Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Grand Canal Company. in the abfence of the Secretary. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 1 6th Feb. 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 14th inftant, Although we 
might, with perfed propriety, adhere to the ftrid letter of the Propofal accepted 
by Mr. Wickham on the part of Government, yet, as we are difpofed to yield to 
your wifhes in every point where we can do it confidently with the duty we owe to 
the Company, we accede to one of the alterations mentioned in your letter of the 26th 
lilt, relative to the Toll on Coals and Slates, viz. We will accept One Penny per ton 
per mile on thofe articles, to be levied only between the Northern extremity of the 
Athlone Canal and the Southern extremity of the Cloneenogue Canal; we alfo agree 
to make the Northern extremity of the Athlone Canal the point from whence our 
Tolls (hail be charged, provided that no Toil fhall at any time hereafter be charge- 
able by you or any other perfon, between that point and Lough- Rhea; and thac it 
be clearly afeertained, that the Northern extremity of Lough Derg fhall be the point 
to which our Tolls on all other articles, fave on Coal and Slates, fhall extend. 

it appears by the map that the river continues for full three-quarters of a mile below 
the bridge of Portumna, arid then fuddenly expands into Lough Derg; it will be pro- 
per to fix this. point by an exad admeafurement and a landmark. 

At your defire, we relinquifh the mode (by drawback) which we confidered in all 
refpecis the fafefl and molt expedient for granting the Reduction on the Toll on Corn, 
Meal, Malr, Flour, and Potatoes, brought to Dublin, and will require no more than 
One Halfpenny per ton per mile in the firft inftance, referving to ourfelves the right 
oflevying che other Halfpenny, in cafe the parties (hall not thereafter prove that they 
have fulfilled the conditions on which the Reduftion was granted. 

We have already acquainted you, that we are content not to make any charge for 
Stores ;. the charge for that article muff merge in the general expence of the work, as 
we cannot agree to allow any Reduction whatfoever being made in the total amount of 
the Ellimate. 

The extravagant and alarming rife in the price of Workmens Wages, and of every 
material for building, which we have experienced in the works already finifhed, and 
in others now in progrefs, convinces us that' we fhall have a confiderable fum of our 
own money to expend, in order to enable us to complete the Navigation upon the 
fcale of our Agreement. 

When we fhall receive your affent to the laft-mentioned article, the only one at 
prefe.nt in quellion between us, we fhall immediately make out a Propofal agreeable 
to the arrangements which are now agreed upon; which we fhall lay before you; and 
vve fhall appoint a Committee of our Body to wait upon you, to fettle all fubordinate 
matters. . 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec y . 

The Directors General 
of Inland Navigation. 



Navigation -office, 21ft Feb. 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

I am direfted by the Board to acquaint you, that they have received your letter 
of the 1 6th inftant, in anfwer to theirs of the 14th, and are apprehenfive that they have 
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not made the option which they offered you fufficiently explicit, and therefore dired 
•me to explain it : — If you infill upon your Navigation extending to the entrance of the 
river into Lough Derg, your Toll upon Slates and Coals muft be no more than One 
Halfpenny per ton per mile. 

If you infill upon a Toll of One Penny for thofe articles, then the extent of your 
Navigation muft not pafs the Southern extremity of the Canal of Cloneenogue ; the 
option of one or the other of thefe terms being left to you, the Board requeft you will 
let them know which of them you chufe. 

The Board obje&ed to a charge of Five hundred pounds for Stores, and you fay 
you are content not to make any charge for Stores, but chat the amount for chat article 
fhall merge in the general ex pence of the works. 

If the Board underftand this aright, you admit that the futn (hall be ftruck out of 
-your Eflimate, but require that it be re-inferted. To comply with this would be an 
inconfiftency in this Board, to which they are perfuaded you will not any longer 
urge them. 

When the Board’s determination on thefe points fhall receive your concurrence, they 
will proceed to an arrangement of every other unadjusted matter towards a final 
fettlement of the Agreement. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Directors of in the abfence of the Secretary. 

The Grand Canal Company, 

Grand Canal Houle, 7 th March 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21ft of February laft, 
relating to two matters under difeuffion, and remaining unadjufled between us, and 
whereby we are informed, that when your determination on thefe points fhall receive 
our concurrence, you will proceed to an arrangement of every other, unadjufled matter 
towards a final fettlement of the Agreement. 

The determination which you have come to on thefe points, appearing to us to be 
■materially different from our Propofal, exprefsly, and in an unqualified manner, 
accepted by Mr. Wickham on the part of Government, and which acceptance thereof 
by him had been recognized by your Chairman, as mentioned in our letter of the 
fecond of February lail; that circumftan.ee, together with the reference by you to 
other unadjufled matters (after Mr.Wickham’s departure from Ireland) excited in our 
minds an apprehenfion, that probably the Treaty depending between us would not 
•end in any Agreement, or that at all events it might be protradled to an extraor- 
dinary and inconvenient length, if any material points remaining unadjufled fhould be 
fucceffively difculfed between us by a correfpondence in writing; we therefore 
deputed our Chairman to wait perfonally on your Board fer the purpofe or learning 
what matters you confidered as unadjufled, and we now, in confequence of tne lefult 
of the conference between you and him on that occafion, lay before you a propofal, 
founded on our former propofal, containing inch parts of it as we conceive you, in the 
courfe of our correfpondence, have declared a difpoficion to accede to, Or as remain not 
obje&ed toby you, andfuch alterations and modifications thereof as we at your defire 
have from time to lime affented to; and containing alfo, lome few further matters 
not heretofore particularly mentioned, but for the moil part of matters detail, or 
necefiarily forming a part of any Agreement between us, and which (together with 
the points mentioned in your laft letter) appear to us to be the only points of any 
material confequence remaining unadjufled ; in which Propofal, now laid before you, 
■we have abflained from any reafoning, referring in that reipe£t to our former corref- 
pondence with you, and to. the perlonal interview intended to be had between your 
Board and a Deputation from ours, in cafe our Propofal fo altered and modified, fhall 
not meet your full and unqualified approbation. 

Our Propofal on . behalf of the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, 
therefore now flands as follows; viz. 

That, for the confiderations and on the terms hereinafter mentioned, we fhall 
complete and finifh, in a permanent and workmanlike manner, but without iiack- 

1.69. T ways. 
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ways, tne Navigation of that part of the river Shannon fituate between the Northern 
•extremity of Lough Derg and the Southern extremity of Lough Rhea, including fuch 
Canals of communication between the feveral parts of that river within the faid fpace as 
have been begun or fh all be found neceffary, fo as that there fhall be, at all feafons of 
the year, at lead fix feet. fix inches depth of water in all parts of the faid Navigation:; 
and that the navigable channel of the river, in all places where the Navigation fhall 
be continued in the bed of the river, and alfo the feveral Canals of communication 
therewith, fhall be of the breadth of twenty-four feet at lead at the bottom ; that all 
the faid. Canals fhould be of the breadth of forty-two feet at the lead at the furface of 
the navigable water; that all the l ocks fhall be at lead fixtcen feet wide, and at lead 
■eighty feet in length, and of fuch height as to have at lead fix feet of navigable water 
on the cills of their gates. 

i hat we fhall make fuch Harbours and Wharfs as deferibed by the plans laid 
before you by us on the fixth day of January lad, at or as conveniently may be to 
the places pointed out by the faid plans ; that is to fay, one Harbour and Wharf at 
or near the bridge of Banagher, two of them refpeftively at or near- the bridge of 
-Portumna, one at or near Shannon bridge, and one at or near Ath one; and that in 
-e reeding faid Harbours, and in making feveral other permanent improvements in the 
navigation of the faid River, by cutting of angles or bends therein, and deepening 
channels between Ifiands, we fhall expend the full fum of Four thoudnd pounds 
-mentioned in our Edimate laid before you on twency-fecond June lad, under the 
head of- “ Harbours, Stores, &c. &c. &c. at Athlone, Shannon Bridge, Banagher, 
" and Portumna,” no part whereof fhall be laid out on Scores. That the Navigation 
of the faid River and Canals, and all the laid works fhall be completed and finifhed by 
us as aforefaid in a permanent and workmanlike manner, within the fpace of three years, 
to be computed from the fird day of November next enduing, unlefs the execution of 
the faid works fhall be delayed by any uncommonly wer fcafon or feafons, 'or by any 
unforfeen and extraordinary accidents or difficulties, in any of which cafes we are to be 
allowed additional time for the completion of faid works equal to the delay caufed 
thereby, not exceeding in the whole two years. 

T hat all the faid works fhall be conduced and executed by us according to our own 
judgment and diferetion, without the controul or interference of your Board, or any 
of your Engineers or Officers ; and that in the execution of faid works we fhall be at 
liberty to deviate and vary, in fuch manner as we may find neceffary or think fit, from 
the plans thereof laid by us before you, and referred to by the Eftimates therewith laid 
before you, provided that the fcale or dimenfions of the faid Navigation, or -of the 
Locks or Bridges to be conftru&ed thereon, fhall not be diminifhedliy fuch deviation 
or variation from the faid plans; and that the number of Bridges, Harbours, and 
Wharfs appearing thereby to be neceffary, and to be intended to he erc&ed, fhall 
not be leffened ; and provided that no further fum than the fum total of the 
fums hereinafter mentioned, fhall be payable by or demanded from your Board, for the 
execution of Paid works, for or by reafon of any fuch deviation or variation from the 
Paid plans. 

That we and our Succeffors fhall at all rimes, for ever, preferve and maintain the 
Paid Navigation, and the Locks, Bridges, Harbours, and Wharfs eredted and to be 
eredted thereon and adjoining thereto, in good and fufficient repair, fo as that the faid 
Navigation fhall, in all parts thereof, have fuch navigable depth and breadth of water 
as aforefaid at all times, except when interrupted for the purpofe of making neceffary 
repairs thereof, or of the faid work, or by fhoals occafioned by floods, in the making 
of which repairs, and the removal of which fhoals, we and our fucceffors fhall ufe all 
reafonable expedition and diligence. 

That in confideratfon of our agreeing to execute, preferve, and maintain in good 
and fufficient repair as aforefaid the faid Navigation, and the works conftrudted and to. 
be conftrudted thereon as aforefaid, we fhall be paid by you, or by your order or pro- 
curement, in manner and at the -times hereafter mentioned, fuch fums as we have 
heretofore expended thereon, or preparatory to our undertaking the fame, or fhall 
hereafter expend thereon, not exceeding the net fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred 
.and thirty- five pounds, and fhall at ail times after the completion of the feveral parts 
of the faid Navigation as after mentioned, be entitled to receive, take, levy, and 
recover by all lawful ways and means the feveral Tolls, Rates,. and Duties hereinafter 

•mentioned. 
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'mentioned, for and in refpeS of Paflengers, Merchandizes, and other articles to be 
carried on the faid Navigation, including the Inland Canals adjoining and parallel 

thC That’is to fay. That immediately on the execution of a Contrad or Agreement for 
the execution of the faid work, or as foon after as conveniently may be, we fhall be 
.paid the fum of One thoufand pounds, part of the aforefaid fum of Forty thoufand 
fix hundred and thirty- five pounds, towards our reimburfementof the Turns to a greater 
amount expended by us in makjng Surveys and Soundings of the faid River, and 
Plans for the perfection and improvement of the laid Navigation, and of propofed 
Inland Canals parallel to faid river, and communicating therewith ; and that at the 
fame time we (hall be paid three-fourth parts of all Rich fums as we (hall, previous to 
the time of the execution of filch Contrad or Agreement have expended in or towards 
-the profecution of the faid work. 

That the refidue of faid fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds 
fhall be paid by inftalments of Five thoufand pounds each from tune to time, as 
further fums to that or a greater amount final] be expended by us in the execution of 
the work, provided that we frail not be entitled to receive by any Rich payments more 
than three equal fourth parts of Rich Runs as we fhall have lo expended, until the 
whole of the laid work fhall be completed and finilhed as aforefaid, whereupon we (ball 
receive and be paid the remaining fourth part or balance of our expenditure thereon, 
not exceeding, together with fuch intermediate payments, in the whole, the net fum ot 
Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds. . - , , . 

That for the purpofe of entitling us to receive and be paid fuch fums and balance 
•as aforefaid, our expenditure on the faid works from time to time fhall be afcertained 
and deemed fufficiendv proved by the oaths of any one of our Engineers, and of our 
T feaHi rer or Pay Clerk for the time being, accompanied with a certificate in writing 
-of our Chairman or Deputy Chairman, that the fums mentioned, therein have been 
expended on. the faid works, including in fuch expence the fabrics of Engineers, 
Superintendants, Overfeers, Accountants, and Pay Clerks, employed in or tor the 
■execution or carrying on the laid work. . c 

That in dating or proving our expenditure on the work, for the purpofe of en- 
titling ourfelyes to the payment of the aforefaid fums or balance, we (hall not be 
bound to Ihew that the fpecific or precife amount ot the Efturate of the expence ot 
each or any article or part of the work hath been expended on that particular article 
or part of the work, provided the fums or balance claimed i hall have been expended 
on any part or parts of the work ; and that the fums to he claimed or paid in retpeft 
of the completion of the whole of the work (hall not, taken together, exceed the 

aforefaid fum of X. 40,635. . , , , . , _ • 

That we and our fucceflors, for ever, (hall be entitled to demand, take, receive, 
lew foe for, and recover the Teveral Tolls, Rates, and Duties hereinafter mentioned ; 
tha't is to fay, for and in refpe* of all Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, Commodities,: 
or other Articles or matters wha.foever ro be carried either upwards or downwards 
on any part of the faid Navigation (including the laid Canals) which is or fhah be 
fituate between the Northern extremity ofLough Derg, and the Northern extremity of 
the Athlone Canal, except Corn, Meal. Malt flour, and Potatoes, to be carried by 
any Canal or Inland Navigation to the city of Dublin, and except Coals and Slates, 
Turf, and Manure, Rich Tolls, Rates, or Duties as w;e or our fucceflors fhall fiom 

time to time ordain or appoint, not exceeding the fum of One 1 enny per ton per 

mile for and in refpeft of all Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes to be carried 
on any part of the Rud Navigation between the faid laft-mentioned points- or boun- 
daries; and to be afterward" carried to the city of Dublin by any Canal or Inland 
Navigation, a Toll, Rate, or Duty, not exceeding One Halfpenny per mpo ™ le > 
for and in refpea of all Turf and Manure to be carried on any part of faid Navlga- 
■ lion be, ween ‘the faid laft-mentioned points t a Toll Rate, or Duty not exceeding 
-One Halfpenny per ton per mile, and not to exceed Sixpence per ton in the whole 
for any diftance/fof all Coals and Slates to be earned on any part o ^friontSjuS 
Ration which is or fhall be fituate between the Southern extremity tbe Cbneenpgue 
Canal, and the Northern extremity of the Athlone Canal, a Toll, Rate, or Duty 
•not exceeding One Penny per ton per -mile fur fuch diftante as they (hall be earned 
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between fa id laft-mentioned points ; and for and in refpect of each Paffenger who 
fhu.II be carried in any boat or veffel on the aforefaid Navigation, or any part thereof, 
any fum not exceeding Two Pence per mile for every mile fuch Paffenger fhail be 
carried ; provided that none of the aforefaid Tolls, Rates, or Duties ill all be charge- 
able upon or payable for the Goods or other Articles or matter belonging to the 
Owner or Occupier of Lands adjoining to any part of the faid Navigation which 
fhail be carried thereon, u.nlefs the boat carrying fuch Goods, Articles, or matter 
fhail pafs through a Lock, in which cafe fuch Goods, Articles, or other matter fhail 
be liable to, and chargeable with, the payment of the like Toll, Rate, and Duties per 
ton per mile, as all other Goods, Articles, or matters of the like nature are liable to 
and chargeable with refpectively as aforefaid, the amount thereof to be computed on 
the whole diftance fuch Goods, Articles, or other matters belonging to the Owners 
or Occupiers of fuch Lands, fhail be carried between the place of lading or embark- 
ing the fame in any boat, and the place where the fame fhail be delivered or landed. 

That vve and our fucceffors, for ever, fhail be entitled to demand, take, receive, 
levy, fue for, and recover the following Tolls, Rates, Duties, or Wharfage, for the 
life of any of the Wharfs or Quays to be made or conflrudted on any part of the faid 
Navigation ; that is to fay, for all Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, Commodities, Ar- 
ticles, or matters, except Turf and Manure, which fhail be depofited on any of the 
faid Wharfs or Quays, and fhail remain there longer than two days, a Toll, Rate, 
Duty, or Wharfage, not exceeding One Penny per ton per day for every day after 
fuch two days during any part whereof the fame fhail remain on any fuch Wharf or 
Quay; and for all Turf and Manure which fhail be depofited on any of the laid 
"Wharfs or Quays, a Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage not exceeding Two Pence per 
ton, for and in refpedt of the fame being depofited thereon, and a further Toll, Rate, 
Duty, or Wharfage of Two Pence per ton per day for every day after the firft day 
the fame or any part thereof fhail remain on fuch Wharf or Q^iay. 

That no other Toll, Rate, Duty, or Charge whatfoever, lave thofe before-men- 
tioned, fhail be demanded, taken, or received by us or our fucceffors, or any perfons 
or perfon in our or their fervice or employment, for or in refpedt of the carriage on 
the faid Navigation of any Paffengers, Wares, Goods, Merchandizes, Commodities, 
Articles, or matters j it being provided, that nothing to be contained in the Agreement 
to be entered into between us (hall prevent the charging, impofing, levying, receiv- 
ing, or recovering, on and from the Owners of boats or perfons employed in navi- 
gating the fame, fuch charges,' fines, or penalties as they fhall.be by Law, or by any 
bye laws or orders to be lawfully made by us or our fucceffors, chargeable with for 
obftru&ing- the faid Navigation, or for damaging the works, or for any mifeonduct 
or negledt. 

That all perfons paying the Tolls, Rates, Duties, and Charges before- mentioned, 
and conforming to the laws now in force relative to Inland Navigation, and to the 
rules, orders, and bye-laws to be lawfully made or ordained by us or our fucceffors 
for regulating the conduce of perfons navigating on -the Lid Navigation, fhail have 
full and free liberty to navigate their boats upwards, and downwards thereon, at their 
own free will and pleafure, at all feafonable times of the day, without the hindrance or 
interruption of us or our fuccefiors, or our or their fervantsor perfons in our or their 
employment; provided always, that in cafe any Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Pota- 
toes, fhail be carried in any boat on or through any part or the faid Navigation, and the 
Owner thereof, or the perfon or perfons navigating fuch boat, fhail. pals on, through, 
or out of the laid Navigation with fuch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, on 
payment only of fuch Toll, Rate, or Duty as aforefaid, of One Halfpenny per 
ton per mile, by reafon or under pretence of an intent on his or their pare that the 
fame fhail be carried to the city of Dublin, and it fhail afterwards happen that any 
part of fuch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, exceeding one ton, fhail be 
delivered or unloaded elfewhere, that then and in every fuch cafe it fhail be lawful 
to and for us and our fucceffors, to prevent fuch boat from again entering into or 
paffing through any part of the faid Navigation, until the Owner of fuch boat, or 
fotrie perfon on his behalf, (hall have paid to us or our fucceffors, or to the Collector 
of laid Tolls, Rates, or Duties, to whom fuch payment of One Halfpenny per ton 
per mile fhail have been made, a fuither Toil, Rate, or Duty of One Halfpenny 

per 
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per ton per mile, for or in refpedt of the carriage of fuch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour* 
or Potatoes, on or through the faid Navigation, or any part thereof. 

That no Toll, Rate, Duty, Charge, or Sum whatfoevrr, fliall at any time here- 
after be chargeable or payable to any perfon or perfons, Body or Bodies Corporate or 
otherwife, upon, for, .or in refpebt of the paffage of any boat, or any Goods, Wares, 
Merchandizes, Commodities, or other'Arucles or matter to be carried therein, on fo 
much of the faid Navigation as is fituare between the Northern termination of the 
Athlone Canal, and the Southern extremity of Lough Rhea. 

That, in order to afcertain the leveral points and boundaries within which fuch 
Tolls, Rates, and Duties as aforefaid, (hall be refpeftively demandable and charge- 
able as aforefaid, fufficient and permanent Land- marks fhall be, as foon as con- 
veniently may be, affixed at the aforefaid points or boundaries, that is to fay, at the 
Northern extremity of Lough Derg, being about one mile to the fouthward of the 
bridge ofPortumna, at the Southern extremity of Cloncenogue Canal, being about 
four miles to the fouthward of the bridge of Banagher, and at che Northern termi- 
nation of the Athlone Canal, being about one mile to the northward of the bridge 
of Athlone. 

•That our right to demand, take, receive, levy, and recover the aforefaid Tolls, 
Rates, and Duties refpedlively, fhall commence at the fcveral times, or on the events 
following; that is to fay, on a)l Paffengers, Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, and other 
Articles or matter to be carried on fo much of the faid Navigation as is or fhall be 
fituate between the Northern extremity of Lough Derg, and the bridge of Banagher, 
including the Canals within that fpaee, as foon as that part of the work fliall be com- 
pleted according to the contract ; and as foon as a boat laden with at leaft forty tons 
weight of Goods, or' other Articles or matter, fhall have paffed from one of the faid 
lad-mentioned points or places to the other of them ; and on all Paffengers, Goods, 
&c. to be carried on fo much of the faid Navigation as is or fliall be fituate between the 
bridge of Banagher and Shannon Bridge, including the Canals within that fpaee, as 
foon as laid laft-mentioned part of the work ilia'll be completed according to the con- 
tract, and as foon as a boat fo laden fliall have palled from one to the other of faid 
laft-mentioned points or places; and on all Paffengers, Goods, &c. to be carried on 
fo much of the faid Navigation as is or fhall be fituate between Shannon Bridge and 
•the Northern extremity of the Athlone Canal, including the Canals within that fpaee, 
as foon as the faid laft-mentioned part of the work fliall be finiffied as aforefaid, and 
as foon as a boat fo laden fhall have palled from one to the other of faid laft- mentioned 
points or places. ’ 

That we and our fu-cceffors fhall at all times hereafter keep, retain, pay, and em- 
ploy a fufficient number of able and fkilful Lock-keepers, Affiftants, and other Ser- 
vants, at -or near every Luck on the faid Navigation and Canals, for the opening and 
{hutting of the Sluices, Lock-gates, and Flood-gates, which they fhall be bound to 
open and fhut at all feafonable times of ihe day, whenever the fame fhall be neceflary 
for the paffage ot any boat navigating the laid Navigation or Canals, without requiring 
any .fee or reward for fo doing. 

That you. fhall, immediately upon the execution of a contract or agreement be- 
tween us for the completion by us of faid Navigation, duly granc and convey to us 
. and our fueceffors the faid Navigation, and all Lands and Tenements adjoining and 
confidercd as belonging or appurtenant thereto, and as fuch, or otherwife., now veiled 
in you, and all and every privilege, power, and authority now veiled in you for the 
making and completing the faid Navigation; and all and every fuch power and 
authority, either in the name of ourfelves or our fueceffors, or in your names* but 
.at our rilque and expence, to fue for and recover the poffcffion of all and every the 
faid Lands and Tenements, and to levy, fue for, and recover the aforefaid Tolls, 
Rates, Duties, and Charges refpeclively. 

That you fhall pay and fatisfy, or otherwife exonerate and indemni r y us and our 
fueceffors from and againft all claims and demands of ail Keepers of Locks or o her 
works, heretofore erefted on any part of faid Navigation, or of the perfons having the 
care or poffeffion of any part of the faid Lands or Tenements, for or in refpefl: of any 
falary or lalaries claimed to be due to them refpedively, or otherwile, for their care or 
prelervadon of the faid Locks, Works, Lands, or Tenements, and from and againft 

i 6 9 . U all 
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all demands and claims of any pCrfon or perfons, for or in refped of any damage 
alledged to have been done to his, her, or their Lands or Tenements,- before the 
fTrft day of May laft, by reafon or means of the faid Navigation,, or the making- 
thereof. ' 

By Order of the Board: 



The Diredors General 
of Inland Navigation. 



(Signed.) Daniel Bagot y - Sec. 



Navigation-office,. 13 th March 1804. 

Sir, . 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation have defired me to. acquaint you*, 
that they will be ready to confer with the Committee ofDiredors of the Grand Canal*, 
refpeding their Agreement for completing the Shannon Navigation, at twelve o’clock, 
on Thurfday, if that hour fhould not be inconvenient for thole Gentlemen. Should 
the appointment of Thurfday be inconvenient to them, I am directed to fay,, the 
Board will be ready to meet them at twelve o’clock on TuelHay next. 

I have the honour' to be. 

Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Daniel Bagot, Rlq, in the abfence of the SecL 

&c. &c. &c. 



Navigation-office, 13th March- 1804. 
Sir, 

The Diredors of the Grand Canal have defired me to acquaint you, that a Com- 
mittee of their Board will meet the Directors General of Inland Navigation at twelve 
o’clock on Thurfday, to confer with them refpeding the Agreement for completing the 
Shannon Navigation. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Henry R . Paine, Efq, (Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 22d March 1 804. 

Gentlemen, 

VVe beg leave to remind you, that in our letter of the iotJi of December r8o2, 
when we laid before you a Propofal for perfedingthe Navigation of the river Shannon 
with Trackways between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea * we alfo fubmitted to your 
confideration a Propofal for making the river Suck navigable in like manner up to 
the deep Water above the Town of Ballinafloe, according to a Plan and Eftimate made 
by Mr. Killaley, which we then laid before you, and to Which we refer; the Eftimate 
of the expence whereof, including T rackways, amounted tb the furtl of £. 26,460. 7. 1. 
to which Propofal we have not had the honour of receiving any anfwer. 

We have been ftrongly preffed by a number of Gentlemen of property and con- 
fideration in the province of Connaught, to intreat your anfwer to the above-men- 
tioned Propofal refpeding the river Suck ; and we think it altogether unneceflary to 
point out to you the very great public benefit to be derived from that work, or even to 
recapitulate the few obfervations made thereon in Our above-mentioned letter; but, 
as you have determined to poftpone the making of Trackways on the banks of the 
river Shannon, we prefume that you will not, at prefent, entertain the idea of making 
them on the river Suck. 

Under 
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Under this impreflion, we have formed an Eftimate for making the river Suck 
navigable- without Trackways, by omitting. .the. charges for .that -part of the work*, and 
incidents .thereon, at 1 5 per cent, out of. Mr. KillaJeyY Eftimate above alluded to j andi 
alfo omitting. .the -further fum of .£..3 00 on account of Stores, to which charge you. 
feem to have obje&ed, adding a lum, to the fame amount,, for the expence of Beacons,, 
rendered indifpenfably. neceffary. by the omiffion of Trackways; and we find the fum. 
neceffary for completing the Navigation to the deep, water above Ballinafloe, will 
amount to the fum of £. 15,780. 15. 7. as may more fully appear by the Eftimate- 
hereunto annexed. 

We-th-ink it- proper- to -apprize-you,- that, a 1 th ough- -fo r . t h e . . r c a fons., mentioned and 
repeatedly alluded to in our correfp.ondence. with you relative to our Propofal for 
perfecting. the Navigation of, the river Shannon, , any^ Eftimate to be now formed for 
making, the river Suck navigable would 'confiderably exceed that propofed fo long ago 
as the year 1802 * yet, confidering that the veryiexpenfive Machinery which we have 
in part provided, and Wall be under a-neceflity of providing for the works on the. 
river Shannon, may be made life of in the works on the -river Suck, and that the 
expence of fuperintendence on the latter river will be materially diminifhed, if both 
the faid works fhail be proceeded on at the fame time,- wp are difpofed to recommend- 
it to. the Company to undertake the completion of the Navigation of the river Suck 
according. to the faid plan, without Trackways, for the above fum of ^.15,780. 15. 7. 
on precilely- fimilar terms in refpeff to the mode -and times of payment -of the -money, 
and the Tolls to be levied, as thofe- agreed on between 11s with refpefh to the Shannon, 
allowing us one year more for the completion of the Suck, provided you fhail now, or 
within the coyrfe of two -or- three months, a,ccede to this, our prefent^ Propofal} in 
which you will (among the other very moderate charges) obferve incidents are 
charged fo lbw as £. 1 5 per cent* At the: fame time it may be proper tp . apprize y v qu, 
that if we Wall lofe° the benefit of tlie before-mentioned advantages, any Eftimate WA 
may hereafter lay before you for that work would vqry cqnfiderably exceed, the 
prefent Eftimate, as wqll in the price of each particular article as in the general 
per-centage: for incidents. We Would not, however, have calleci.your attention tp 
this fubje6L until our contract with ytju relative to the river S-hannon. had been, 
actually figned, were iti not that we conceive that it might be convenient that qur 
Propofals relative to both, works Iho_uld.be laid at the iame time be.fpre His Majefty’s. 
Government. 

By ord^r of the- Board. 



The Dire&ors. Genera! 
of Inland Navigation. 



(Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec. 



ESTIMATE 
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ESTIMATE for improving the Navigation of the River Suck from 
the River Shannon, to the deep Water above Ballinasloe, 'without 
Embankments. — The loweft Water to be 6 feet 6 inches in depth. 

Canals to be 24 feet wide in Bottom, with Slopes of 1 8 inches to 1 foot.— 
Locks to be 16 feet wide and 80 feet long within the Chamber. 







Sinking 
of | 

1 Embank 1 . 


Yards 

Perch. 


Rate 

per 

Yard. 


Rate 

per Perch, &c. 


| AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 


Drudging in Bed of River, 7 




Feet. Ins. 




r. d. 


£■ >■ 


d. 


£■ 


betwecnCoolcartyStream 


35 


2 O 


44 


2 6 


5IOO 


- 


192 10 0 


and Kylemore River - - j 
















Drudging Correen Ford - 


3 ° 


4 6 


"5 


2 6 


14 7 6 


. 


431 5 8 



Propofed Canal, &c. from Eaft End of Rahallow Ford to the deep Water 
above Ballinasloe. 



Wooden Bridge to crofsl 
River to Canal - - - J 



Excavating, &c. for Canal 7 
through Clay and Gravel J 



Giavelling Trackways, & c. 



Making Boundaries, part 7 
to lerve for Land Drains J 



Building a Lock of 9 feetl 
6 inches', f 
of Canal, 

Building a Guard Lock to ] 
Ihut om Floods, 



; a Lock of 9 feet 7 
fall at Fall end C 
al, &c. - - -) 

ard Lock to 7 
Is, See. - - J 

1 Public Road, Bridge, & c. 
3 Accommodation Bridges 
1 Six-foot Tunnel - - - 
3 Two-feet Tunnels - - 
PurchaD of Land, 28 acres, .7 

«£■*=■ J 



Pumping water. Sic. 



35 0 o 

452 

026 

036 



300 o o 
60 o o 



525 o o 
3 »* 5 r 3 4 

IOO o o 



1,200 O O 

420 O O 
900 o o 
120 O O 

180 O O 
2,240 O O 
500 O O 



Harbours and Wharfs at Ballinafloe, and Beacons in the River inftead of Stores - - . 



Incidents, at 15 per cent. 



11,098 13 4 
2,000 0 o 



13,722 8 4 
2,058 7 3 

15,780 15 7 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec. 
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Navigation-office, 27th March 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 22d inftant, Rating, that you have 
been ftrongly prefled by a number of Gentlemen of property and confideration in 
the Province of Connaught, refpedting the Navigation of the river Suck : 

And I am directed to requeft you will lay before the Board, whatever propofals or 
applications have been made to you on this fubjedh 

By order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R, Paine , 

Diredtors of in the abfence of the Secretary. 

The Grand Canal Company. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 30th March 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 27th inftant, referring 
to part of a letter addrefled by us to your Board on the a 2d inftanc, together with a 
Propofal on our part to undertake the making navigable the river Suck to the deep 
water above Baliinafloe, Rating, <c that we had been ftrongly preffed by a number of 
tc Gentlemen of property. and conftderation in the Province of Connaught, refpedting 
“ the Navigation of that river,” and by which letter of yours, without favouring us 
with any anfwer as to the merits of the meafure, or the propriety of our Propofal, you 
requeft us to lay before your Board whatever propofals or applications have been 
made to us on the fubjedt. 

In anfwer whereto, we have to inform you, that no propofals or applications in 
writing have been made to us relative thereto ; and we conceive that the paflage in 
our letter, alluded to by yours, does not warrant a fuppofition that any fuch propo- 
fals, which could only with propriety have been addrefted to you, had been made 
to us. 

As the preflure we alluded to was that of Individuals to us individually, we (hould 
not feel ourfelves authorifed, without their permiflion, to introduce their names into 
any correfpondence between us; and we have only further to add, that though, for 
the reafons mentioned in our letter, we thought it proper by the propofal accompany- 
ing it, to call that matter to your attention, we feel no anxiety at prefent with refpedt 
to diat meafure, the manifeft merits whereof we entertain no doubt will very ihortly 
accompliih it, although probably not on terms fo advantageous to the Public. 

By order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec. 

The Diredtors General 
of Inland Navigation. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 9th April 1804. 

Sir, 

I requeft you will be fo obliging to acquaint me, for the information of the 
Diredtors of the Grand Canal Company, with the Amount of the Tolls on the 
. Limerick Navigation, and the diftance between Limerick and Kilialoe. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Henry R. Paine, Efq. (Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Navigation-office, 10th April 2 804. 

Sir, . 

In anfwer to your letter of yefterday, I have the honour to acquaint you, ror the 
information of the Directors of the Grand Canal, that the Polls chargeable on the 
Limerick Navigation are One Penny per ton per mile (upwards and downwards) 
169. X upon 
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upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, Potatoes, Lime, Sand, or Fuel; Two Pence per ton 
per mile on any other Goods whatfoever, and Three Pence per mile for each 
Palfenger. 

The diftance between Limerick and Killaloe is above twelve miles. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Daniel Bagot, Efq. -(Signed) -Henry R. Paine, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 26th April 1804. 

The Directors of the Grand Canal, prefent their refpefts to the. Directors General 
of Inland Navigation; they entreat that the Dire&ors General will have the goodnefs 
to expedite the execution of their Agreement for making the river Shannon navigable, 
as the Directors of the Grand Canal are defirous of being reimburfed a confiderable 
fum of money which they have already advanced, and which they will require for 
the further profecution of the works now under execution. 

By Order. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec. 



Navigation-office, 26th April 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board received the honour of your letter of the 30th of March, in anfwerto 
theirs of the 27th, and have d.ireded me to acquaint you, that they did prefume 
(though erroneoufly, as they now underftand) that your Board might have received 
fome applications refpedting the Navigation of the river Suck; and as this Board had 
not received any, they wifhed to be favoured with a communication of fuch as mio-ht 
have been made to your Board. 

As the matter now Hands, and as you feel no anxiety at prefent with relpeit to 
that meafure, the Board are of .opinion to proceed to the conclufion of the Agreement- 
for the ‘Navigation of the Shannon between the Lakes. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine , 

The Directors of in the abfeoce of the See 5 '. 

The Grand Canal Company. 



. _ , Navigation-office, 26th April 1804. 

Gentlemen, - 

I am diretted by the Board to fend you the enclofed Memorandum, which 
they confider to be the foundation of the Agreement, as adjufted by correfpondence 
and perfonal communication with the Members of your Board, for making the river 
Shannon navigable between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea ; and to acquaint you, that 
if you ffi all be pleafed to make a propofal to this Board according thereto, and ac- 
cording to the provifions of the Law, the Board will lay it before his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, and will recommend the 
fame for their approbation. 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine , 
in the abfence of the Secretary. 



Memorandum of an Agreemenr propofed between the Direftors General 
of Inland Navigation in Ireland, and The Grand Canal Company, for 
completing the Navigation of the River Shannon between Lough Dere 
and Lough Rhea. & 



For tne confiderations, and on the terms herein-after mentioned, the Company of 
Undertakers of the Grand Canal, lhall complete and finifli in a permanent and 
workmanlike manner, but without Trackways, the navigation of that part of the 

River 
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River Shannon, fituate between the Northern extremity of Lough 'Dem- and the 
Northern extremity of the Canal at Athlone (including fuch Canals of Communica- 
tion between the feveral parts of that River, within the faid fpace, as have been begun 
or fhall be found neceffary) fo as that there lhall be, at all feafons of the year, at leaf!: 
fix feet fix inches depth of water in all parts of the laid Navigation, and that the 
navigable Channel of the River, in all places where the Navigation (hall be continued 
in the bed of the River, and alfo the feveral Canals of Communication therewith, (hall 
be of the breadth of twenty-four feet at leaft at the bottom ; that all the faid Canals 
and Channels in the River fhall be of the breadth of forty-four feet at the lead at the 
■furface of the navigable water; that all the Locks lhall be at lead fixteen feet wide, 
•and at leatt eighty feet in length, and of fuch height as to have at lead fix feet of navi- 
gable water on the oil Is of their gates. 

That they fhall make fuch Harbours and Wharfs as defcribed by the plans laid 
before the Directors General by. them on . the 6 th day of January lad, at or as near as 
'Conveniently may be to the places pointed out by the faid plans ; that is to fay, one 
Harbour and Wharf at or near the bridge of Banagher, two of them refpedtively at 
or near the bridge of Portumna, one at or near Shannon Bridge, and one at or near 
Athlone ; and that in eredting faid Harbours, and in making feveral other permanent 
■improvements in the Navigation of the faid River, by cutting off angles or bends 
therein, and deepening channels between J flands, they lhall expend the full fum of 
Tour dioufand pounds, mentioned in their Edimate laid before the Diredlors General 
•on 22d June lad, under the head of “ Harbours, Stores, &c. &c. &c. at Athlone, 
Shannon Bridge, Banagher, and Portumna,” no part whereof lhall be laid out on 
Stores, but that the fum of Five hundred pounds, intended for Stores, lhall be ap- 
plied in addition to the fum of Two thoufand nine hundred and eleven pounds ten 
fhillings and feven pence, in extending the faid propofed Harbour, or in conftrudting 
a new one at . the option of the Diredtors General ; that the Navigation of the faid 
River and Canals, and ail the faid W-orks, lhall be completed and linilhed by them 
.as aforefaid, in a permanent and workmanlike manner, within the fpace of three 
years, to be computed from the firft day of November next enfoing, unleis the exe- 
cution of the faid Works lhall be delayed by any 'uncommonly wet fcafon or feafons, 
or by any unforefeen and extraordinary accidents or difficulties, in any of which cafes 
the -Grand Canal Company are to be allov/ed additional time for the completion of 
■the laid works equal to the delay caufed thereby, not exceeding in the whole two 
years. 

That all -the faid works fhall be conducted and executed by them according to their 
own judgment and difcretion, without the controul or interference of this Board, or 
any of their Engineers or Officers, in the execution thereof, fubjedf however, at all 
times, to the infpedlion of the Board’s Officers, to enable them to judge of and reporc 
upon the fame.; and that in the execution of the faid works, the Grand Canal Com- 
pany lhall be at liberty to deviate and vary, in fuel) manne-r as they may find neceffary 
or think fit, from the plans thereof kid by them before the Board, and referred to by 
the Eftimates therewith laid before the Board, provided that the fcale or dimenfiona 
of the faid Navigation, or of the Locks or Bridges to be conftrudted thereon, lhall 
hot be diminilhed by fuch deviation or variation from the faid plans, and that the 
number of Bridges, Harbours, and Wharfs appearing thereby to be neceffary, and' to 
be intended to be eredled, lhall not be lefiened ; and provided that no further fum 
than the fum total of the fums hereinafter mentioned, lhall be payable by or demanded 
from the Board for the execution of faid works, for or by reafon of any fuch devia- 
tion or variation from the faid plans, provided that no fuch deviation lhall be under- 
taken until the previous requifites of the Law lhall have been complied with ; and 
provided that none of the Inland Canals or Cuts defcribed in the plan laid before the 
-Directors General lhall be omitted, or any new ones fubilituted without the previous 
concurrence of the Dire’dtors -General. 

That the Grand Canal Company lhall at all times, for ever, preferve and maintain 
the faid 'Navigation, and the Locks, Bridges, Harbours, and Wharfs eredted and to be 
eredted thereon and adjoining thereto, in good and fuffictent repair, fo as that the faid 
Navigation lhall in all parts thereof have fuch' navigable depth and breadth of water 
as aforefaid, at all feafons and times, except when interrupted for the purpefe of 
.making neceffary repairs thereof, or of the faid works, or by Ihoals occafioned by 

floods > 
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floods, in the making of which repairs, and the removal of which fhoals, the Grand 
Canal Company fhall ufe all reafonable expedition and diligence. 

Permanent Beacons, not lefs in number than one hundred and ten, are to be 
erefled and maintained through the whole extent of the faid Navigation, to point out 
the navigable Channel, wherever it fhall be requifite, and efpecially tho'fe parts where 
the banks are fubjedt to be overflowed in Winter or in rainy feafons. 

That, in confidcration of their agreeing to execute, preferve, and maintain in good 
and ftifffcient repair as aforelaid, the faid Navigation, and the works conftrudted and 
to be conftrufted thereon as aforelaid, the Grand Canal Company fhall be paid in 
manner and at the times hereafter mentioned, fuch fums, as, correfponding with the 
faid Eflimate, and the true intent and meaning of thefe Heads of an Agreement, they 
have heretofore expended thereon, or (hall hereafter expend thereon, not exceeding 
in the whole the net fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds, and 
fhall at all times after the completion of the faid Navigation, as after mentioned, be 
entitled to receive, take, levy, and recover by all lawful ways and means, the feveral 
Tolls, Rates, and Duties hereinafter mentioned, for and in refpedt of Paflengers, 
Merchandizes, and other Articles to be carried on the Navigation, including the 
Inland Canals adjoining and parallel thereto ; — 

That is to fay, that immediately on the execution of a Contract or Agreement for 
. the execution of the faid work, or as foon after as conveniently may be, they fhall 
be paid the fum of One thoufand pounds, part of the aforefaid fum of Forty thoufand 
fix hundred and thirty-five pounds, towards their reimburfement of the fums ex- 
pended by them, in making furveys and foundings of the river Shannon, and plans 
for the perfection and improvement of the Navigation thereof, and of propofed Inland 
Canals parallel to faid River, and communicating therewith, provided the Grand Canal 
Company fhall prove to the fatisfadlion of the Directors General, the expenditure of 
a fum to that amount at leafl ; and that they fhall be paid three-fourth parts of all 
fuch fums as they fhall prove in manner hereafter mentioned to have expended 
previous to the time of the execution of fuch Contract or Agreement, in or towards 
the profecution of the faid work, according to the faid Eflimate, and the true intent 
and meaning of thefe heads of an Agreement, 

That the refidue of the faid fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five 
pounds, being Thirty-nine thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds, fhall be 
paid by inflalments of Five thoufand pounds each from time to time, as further 
fums to that or a greater amount fhall be expended by them in the execution of the 
work, provided that they fhall not.be entitled to receive by any fuch payment more 
than three equal fourth parts of fuch fums as they fhall have fo expended, until the whole 
of the laid work fhall be completed and finifhed as aforefaid, to be proved as hereinafter 
mentioned, whereupon they fhall receive and be paid the remaining fourth part or 
balance of their expenditure thereon, not exceeding together with the aforefaid fum 
of One thoufand pounds, and fuch intermediate payments, in the whole the net fum of 
Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds. 

That, for the purpofe of entitling the Grand Canal Company to receive and be paid 
fuch fums and balance as aforefaid, their expenditure on the faid works from time to 
time fhall be afeertained and proved to the fatisfatlion of the DireClors General, by 
the oaths of the principal Engineer for the time being employed in that work, and of 
their Treafurer or Pay Clerk for the time being, accompanied with a certificate in 
writing of their Chairman or Deputy Chairman annexed to the Accounts of fuch ex- 
penditure, that the fums mentioned therein have been expended on the faid works as 
therein let forth, including in fuch Accounts of expence, the falaries of Engineers, 
Superintendants, Overleers, Accountants, and Pay CJerks employed in or for the 
execution or carrying on the faid works. 

That, in Hating or proving their expenditure on the work for the purpofe of entitlin'* 
themfelvesto the payment of the aforefaid fums or balance, they fhall not be bound 
to fhevv that the fpecific or precile lum in the Eflimate of the expence of each or any 
Article or part of the work, hath been expended on that particular Article efr part of 
the work, provided the fums or balance claimed fhall have been expended on any 
part or parts of the work deferibed in the faid Eflimate (except refpedting Harbours 
as hereinbefore mentioned) and that the fums to be claimed or paid in refipedt to the 
completion of the whole of the work taken together, fhall noc exceed the aforefaid 
ium of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds. 

If 
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- If the expence of completing the faid Navigation (hould happen to exceed the Turn 
Before-mentioned of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-five pounds* including 
■the faid fum of One thoufand pounds, fuch exceeding flaall.be at the charge of the 
Grand Canal Company. 

That the Grand Canal Company fhall admit into the faid Navigation, the jundtion 
of any new Canal or Canals which may be hereafter propolcd from the W eft or 
Connaught fide of the river. 




That the following Tolls fhall and may be taken upon the faid Navigation j viz. 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile on all Corn, Meal, Malt, 
■Flour, and Potatoes, coming to Dublin by any Inland Navigation : 

. A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile on the fame Articles not coming 
to Dublin : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per mile for Slates, not to exceed the fum of 
Two Shillings per ton for any diftance : 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile on Coals : 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile upon Turf and Manure, • 
•not to exceed Sixpence per ton for any diftance : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile -upon all other Goods carried 
upon the faid Navigation, either upwards or downwards-. 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per mile for each Paflenger : 

Provided that none of the aforefaid Tolls, Rates, or Dunes, fhall be chargeable 
•upon or payable for the Goods or other Articles or matter belonging to the Owner 
or Occupier of lands adjoining to any part of the faid Navigation, being the produce 
of fuch lands, or intended for the cultivation or improvement thereof, or for con- 
fumption thereon, which ihall be carried on the laid Navigation, tinlefs the boat 
carrying fuch Goods, Articles, or matter fhall pafs through a Lock, in which cafe 
•fuch Goods, Articles, or other matter fhall be liable to and chargeable with the pay- 
ment of the like Toll, Rate, and Duties per ton per mile, as all other Goods, Arti- 
cles, or matters of the like nature are liable to and chargeable with refpedtively as 
aforefaid, the amount thereof to be computed 00 the whole diftance fuch Goods, 
Articles, or other matters belonging to the Owners or Occupiers of luch lands fhall be 
carried, between the place -of lading or embarking the fame in any boat, and the place 
where the fame fhall be delivered or landed. 

That the 'Grand Canal Company, for ever, fhall not demand, take, or receive any 
greater fum than the following Tolls, Rates, Duties, or Wharfage, for the ufe of any 
of the Wharfs or Quays to be made or conftrudted on any part of the faid Naviga- 
tion ; that is to fay, for all Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, Commodiues,. Articles, or 
matter, except Turf and Manure, which lhail be depoficed on any of the faid Wharfs 
or Quays, and fhall remain there longer than forty-eight hours, a Toll, Rate, Duty, 
or Wharfage, not exceeding One Penny per ten per day for every day after fuch 
forty-eight hours, during any part whereof the fame fhall remain on any luch Wharf 
or Quay, and for all Turf and Manure which fhall be depofited on any of the laid 
Wharfs or Quays, a Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage, ’not exceeding Two Pence per 
ton, for and in refpedl of the fame being depofited thereon j and a further Toll, Rate, 
Duty, or Wharfage, of Two Pence per ton per day, for every day after the firft day 
the fame or any part thereof fhall remain on any Wharf or Quay. 

That no ocher Toll, Rate, Duty, or Charge whatfoever, lave thofe before-men- 
tioned, fhall be demanded, taken, or received by them or their fucceflors, or any 
perfon or perfons in their fervice or employment, for or in refpedl of the carriage on 
the faid Navigation of any Paffengers, Wares, Goods, Merchandizes, Commodities, 
Articles, or matters, it being provided, that nothing to be contained in the Agree- 
ment to be entered into between the Diredtors General and the Grand Canal Com- 
pany fhall prevent the charging, impofing, levying, receiving, or recovering on and 
from the Owners of boats or perfons employed in navigating the fame, fuch Charges, 
Fines, or Penalties as they fhall be by Law, or by any Bye-daws- or Orders to 
be lawfully made by the Grand Canal Company or their fucceflors, chargeable 
with for obilrudling the faid Navigation, or for damaging the works, or for any 
mifeondudl or negledt. 

xSg. ■ Y That 
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That all perfons paying, the Tolls, Rates, Duties, and Charged before-mentioned, 
^nd conforming to the Laws now in force relative to Inland Navigation, and to the 
Rules, Orders, and Bye-laws to be lawfully made or ordained by the Grand Canal 
Company, for regulating the conduct of perfons, and the draught of the veflels water 
navigating on the faid Navigation, (hall have fill! and free liberty to navigate their boats 
upwards and downwards thereon;, at their own free Will and pleafure, at all fifties; from 
an hour before Sun-rife, to an hour after Sun-fet, without thfe hindrance or intetrup- 
tion of the Grand Canal Company or their fucceffors, or their fervants or perfons in 
their employment; and provided that the Grand Canal Cbfnpany fhall not, under 
their Bye-laws or otherwife, limit the burthen of veflels to pafs through this Naviga- 
tion to a draught of water lefs than five feet fix inches ; provided always, that in cafe 
any Corn,. Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, fhali be carried in any boat on or thrdugl* 
any part of the faid Navigation, and the Owner thereof, or the perfon or perfons 
•navigating fuch boat, fhall pafs on, through, or out of the faid Navigation with fuch 
Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, on payment only of fuch Toll, Rate, or Duty 
as a fore faid of One Halfpenny per ton per mile, by reafon or under pretence of an 
i/i tent on his or their part that the fame fhall be carried to the city of Dublin, and 
u -fhall afterwards happen that any part of fuch Corn, Malt, Meal, Flour, and Pota- 
toes, exceeding one ton, fhall be delivered or unloaded elfew here, that then and in 
every fuch cafe it fhall be lawful to and for the Grand Canal Company and their 
fucceffors, to prevent fuch boat from again entering into or pafling through any part 
pf the faid Navigation until the Owner of fuch boat, or feme perfon on his behalf, 
iriall have paid to them or fome perfon duly authorized by them, a further Toll, 
Rate, or Duty of One Halfpenny per ton per mile, to make up the full charge of 
One Penny per ton per mile, for or in refpebt of the carrying of fuch Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, on or through the faid Navigation, or anv part thereof. 

That, in order to afcertain the feveral points and boundaries within which fuch 
Tolls, Rates, and Duties as aforefaid, fhail be refpedtively demandible and charge* 
ao.e as aforefaid, fufficient and permanent Land-marks fhall be as loon as con?e- 
viently may be, fixed at the aforefaid points or boundaries, with the concurrence of 
one of the Board’s Engineers; that is to fay, at the Northern extremity of Lough 
Perg, being about one mile more or lefs to the Southward of the bridge of Po°f- 
tumna, and at the Northern termination of the Athlone Canal 3 being about one mile 
more or left to the Northward of the bridge of Athlone. 

That their right to demand, take, receive, levy, and recover the aforefaid Tolls 
Kates, and Duties refpeftively, fhall commence fo foon as the work fhall be coin pie ted 
according to the con trad, and lo loon as a boat laden with at leaft forty tons; and draw* 
mg in lpme parts thereof at leaft five feet nine inches water, fhali have patted from 
one of the faid iaft mentioned points or places to the other of them in the months of 
June or July, at the option of the Diredors General. 

Accounts of the Trade and Tells colleded upon this Navigation, ftated as accu- 
rately as the materials in their power will admit, fhall be returned by the Grand 
Canal Company to the Diredors General once a year, if they require it. 

That they and their fucceffors fhall at all times hereafter keep, retain; pay and 
employ a fufficient number of able and fkilful Lock-keepers, Affiftants, and ocher 
Servants, at or near every Lock on the faid Navigation and Canals, for the opening 
and hunting of the Sluices, Lock-gates, and Flood-gates, which ihey fhall be bound 
to open and fluff from an hour before Sun-rifing to an hour after Sun-fettins, when- 
ever the fame fhall be neceflary for the paffageofany boat navigating the faid Navi- 
gation or Canals, without requiring or accepting any fee, perquifice, douceur, or 
reward for fo doing. 

That the Directors General fhall, immediately upon the execution ofaContradl of 
Agreement between them for the completion by the Grand Canal Company of faid 
Navigation, duly grant and convey to them and their fucceffors the faid Navigation, 
and all Lands and I enements adjoining, and confldered as belonging or appurtenant 
thereto, and as fuch, or otherwife, now vefted in the Directors General; and all and 
every privilege, power, and authority now vefted in the Directors General for the 
making and completing the faid Navigation, and all and every fuch power and 
~ut onty, either m the name of the Grand Canal Company or their fucceffors, or in 
the names of the Direftors General, but at the rifle and expence of the Grand Canal 

Company, 
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'Company, to fue for and recover the poffeffion of all and every the faid Lands and 
Tenements, arid to levy, fue for, and recover the afotefaid Tolls, Rates, Duties, and 
Charges respectively. 

That the Directors General fhall pay and fatisfy, or otherwife exonerate and indem- 
nify the Grand Canal Company and their fucceffors from and againft all claims and 
demands of all Keepers of Locks or other Works heretofore ereCted on any part of 
faid Navigation j or of the perfons having the care or poffeffion of any part of the faid 
Lands or Tenements, for or in refpeCt of any falary or falaries claimed to be due to 
them refpe&ively, or Dtherwife, for their care or prefervation of the faid Locks, Works, 
Lands, or Tenements, and from and againft all demands and claims of any perfon or 
>perfons> for or in refpeCt of any damage alledged to have been done to his, her, or 
their Lands or Tenements, before the firft day of May laft, by reafon or means of the 
-faid Navigation or the making thereof, unlefs the fame (hall have been occafioned by 
•the works or Workmen of the Grand Canal Company. 

The reqUifites of the Law to be complied with ; the execution to be Secured as 
Counfel fhall advife ; fuch Accommodation Bridges to be made over the Inland 
Canals and Cuts which are now propofed to be executed according to the Plans and 
Eftimates laid before the Directors General, as are defcribed and mentioned therein 
relpeCtively, and filch Accommodation Bridges as the Directors General fhall think 
requite* not exceeding one at the diftance of every half mile, to be made over fuch 
further or other Inland Canals or Cuts (if any) as may be made for the perfecting or 
•improving faid Navigation, with regulations as ufual mother Contracts, or as Counfel 
fhall deem neceffary. 

The referved fourth part of the Expenditure to be paid when the whole fhall be 
completed as before mentioned, at which time their right of collecting Tolls fhall 
commence. 



Directors of 
The Grand Canal. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 17th May 1804. 

Sir, 

By Order of the Court of Directors ofthe Grand Canal, I have the honour to 
tranfmit herewith the Propofal of the Company for completing the Navigation of the 
River Shannon between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea; and alfo two copies thereof, to 
■be laid before his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords Commiffioners of 
His Majefty’s Treafury. The Map which defcribes the line of Navigation having 
•been already laid before the Directors General, they will therefore confider it as accom- 
panying the Propofal. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your raoft obedient humble Servant, 

Henry R. Paine, Efq. (Signed) Daniel Begot, Sec. 

,&c. &c. &c. 



To the Directors General of Inland Navigation in Ireland. 

PROPOSAL ofthe Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal for com- 
pleting the Navigation of the River Shannon between Lough Derg and 
Lough Rhea. 

For the Confederations, and on the Terms hereinafter mentioned, the Company of 
■Undertakers of the Grand Canal propofe to complete and finifti, in a permanent and 
'•workmanlike manner, but without Trackways, the Navigation of that part of the 
.river Shannon fituate between the Northern extremity of Lough Derg and the 
Northern extremity of the Canal at Athlone (including fuch Canals of Communication 
between the feveral parts of that River within the faid fpace as have been begun, or 
Thai! be found neceffary) fo as that there fhall be at all feafons or the year at lead hx 
4 eet fix inches depth of water in all parts of the faid Navigation, favre and except the 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



88 



•APPENDIX to REPORT from COMMITTEE 



cills of Locks and 'Stop-gates, on which no more than fix feet water lhall be required, 
and that the navigable channel of the River, in all places where the Navigation fliall 
be continued in the bed of the River, and alfo the feveral Canals of Communication 
therewith, fhall be of the breadth of twenty-four feet at leaft at the bottom 5 that all 
the faid Canals and Channels in the River fhall be of the breadth of forty-four feet at 
leaft' at the forface of the navigable water; that all the Locks fhall be at the leaft 
fixteen feet wide, and at leaft eighty feet in length, and of fuch height as to have at 
leaft fix feet of navigable water on the cills of their gates. 

That they fliall make fuch Harbours and Wharfs as defcribed by the Plans laid 
before the Directors General by them on the ninth day of January laft, at or as 
near as conveniently may be to the places pointed out by the laid Plans; that is to fay. 
One Harbour and Wharf at or near the bridge of Banagher ; two of them refpedively 
at or near the bridge of Portumna ; one at or near Shannon Bridge, and one at or 
near Athlone ; and that in erecting faid Harbours, and in making feveral other per- 
manent improvements in the Navigation of the faid River, by cutting off angles or 
bends therein, and deepening channels between Illands, they lhall expend the full fum 
of Four thoufand pounds mentioned in their Eftimate laid before the Directors 
General on twenty-fecond June laft, under the head of “ Harbours, Stores, &c. &c. 
“ &c. at Athlone, Shannon Bridge, Banagher, and Portumna,” no part whereof fhall 
be laid out on .Stores; but that the fum of Five hundred pounds intended for Stores 
fhall be applied in addition to the fum of Two thoufand nine hundred and eleven pounds 
ten fhiilings and feven pence in extending the faid propofed Harbours, or in con- 
ftruding a new one, at the option of the Diredors General. That the Navigation of 
the faid River and Canals, and all the faid works, fhall be completed and finilhed 
by them as aforefaid in a permanent and workmanlike manner within the fpace of 
three years, to be computed from the firft day of November next enfuing, unlefs the 
execution of the faid works fliall be delayed by any uncommonly wet feafon or feafons, 
or by any unforefeen and extraordinary accidents or difficulties, in any of which cafes 
the Grand Canal Company are to be allowed additional time for the completion of 
faid works, equal to the delay caufed thereby, not exceeding in the whole two years. 

That all the laid works fhall be conduded and executed by them according to their 
own judgment and difcretion, without the controul or interference of the Directors 
General, or any of their Engineers or Officers, in the execution thereof, fubjed how- 
ever at all times to the infpedion of the Board’s Officers, to enable them to judge of 
and reporc upon the fame ; and that in the execution of the faid works, the Grand 
Canal Company fhall be at liberty to deviate and vary in fuch manner as they may 
find neceflary or think fit, from the Plans thereof laid by them before the Board, and 
referred to by the Eftimates therewith laid before the Board, provided that thefcale or 
dimenfions of thd faid Navigation, or of the Locks or Bridges to be conftruded 
thereon, fliall not be diminifhed by fuch deviation or variation from the faid Plans ; 
and that the number of Bridges, Harbours, and Wharfs appearing thereby to be 
neceflary, and to be intended to be. erected, fhall not be leffened ; and provided that no 
further fum than the fum total of the fums hereinafter mentioned lhall be payable by 
or demanded from the Board for the execution of faid works, for or by reafon of any 
fuch deviation or variation from the faid Plans ; provided that no fuch deviation fhall 
be undertaken until the previous requifites of the Law fhall have been complied with, 
and provided that none of the Inland Canals or Cuts defcribed in the plan laid before 
the Diredors General fnall be omitted, or any new ones fubftituted, without the previous 
concurrence of the Directors General. 

That the Grand Canal Company lhall at all times, for ever, preferve and maintain 
the faid Navigation, and the Locks, Bridges, Harbours, and Wharfs ereded and to be 
creeled thereon and adjoining thereto, in good and fufficient repair, To as that the faid 
Navigation fhall in all parts thereof have fuch navigable depth and breadth of water 
as aforefaid at all feafons and times, except when interrupted for the purpofe of 
making neceflary repairs thereof, or of the faid works, or by fhoals occafioned by 
floods, in the making of which repairs, and the removal, of which fhoals, the Grand 
Canal Company fliall ufe all reafonable expedition and diligence. 

Permanent Beacons; not lefs in number than one hundred and ten, are to be 
creded and maintained through the whole extent of the faid Navigation, to point out 

the 
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the navigable channel wherever it fhall be requifite, and efpecially in thofe parts where 
the banks are fubjedt to be overflowed in Winter or in rainy feafons. 

That in confideration of their agreeing to execute, preferve, and maintain in good 
and fufficient repair as aforefaid, the Laid Navigation, and the works conllruded and 
to be conftruded thereon as aforefaid, the Grand Canal Company fhall be paid in 
•manner and at the times hereafter mentioned, fuch fums, as correfponding with the 
Laid Eftimate, and the true intent and meaning of this propofa), they have heretofore 
expended thereon, or fhall hereafter expend thereon, not exceeding in the whole 
the net fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen (hillings 
and feven pence, and fhall at all times after the completion of the faid Navigation as 
after-mentioned, be entitled to receive, take, levy, and recover, by all lawful ways 
and means, the feveral Tolls, Rates, and Duties hereinafter mentioned, for and in 
refpedt of Paflengers, Merchandizes, and other Articles to be carried on the faid 
Navigation, including the Inland Canals adjoining and parallel thereto j — 

That is to fay : that immediately on the execution of a Contract or Agreement 
for the execution of the faid work, or as foon after as conveniently may be, they 
fhall be paid the fum of One thoufand pounds, part of the aforefaid fum of Forty 
thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen (hillings and feven pence, to- 
wards their reimburfement of the fums expended by them in making furveys and 
foundings of the river Shannon, and plans for the perfection and improvement of the 
Navigation thereof, and of propofed Inland Canals parallel to faid River, and com- 
municating therewith, provided the Grand Canal Company fhall prove to the fatis- 
faCtion of the Directors General the expenditure of a fum to that amount at leaf!:, and 
that they fhall be paid three-fourth parts of all fuch fums as they fhall prove in 
manner hereafter mentioned to have expended, previous to the rime of the execution 
of fuch Contract or Agreement in or towards the profecution of the faid work, ac- 
cording to the faid Eftimate, and the true intent and meaning of this propofal ; that 
the refidue of the faid fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds 
eighteen fhillings and feven pence, being Thirty-nine thoufand fix hundred and 
thirty-four pounds eighteen fhillings and feven pence, fhall be paid by inftalments of 
Five thoufand pounds each from time to time, as further fums to that or a greater 
amount fhall be expended by them in the execution cf the work, provided that they 
fhall not be entitled to receive by any fuch payments more than three equal fourth 
parts of fuch fums as they fhall have fo expended, until the whole of the faid work 
fhall be completed and finifhed as aforefaid, to be proved as hereinafter mentioned, 
whereupon they fhall receive and be paid the remaining fourth part or balance of 
their expenditure thereon, not exceeding, together with the aforefaid fum of One 
thoufand pounds and fuch intermediate payments, in the whole the net fum of 
Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen (hillings and feven. 
pence. 

That, for the purpofe of entitling the Grand Canal Company to receive and be paid 
fuch fums and balance as aforefaid, their Expenditure on the faid works from time 
to time fhall be afeertained and proved to the fatisfaftion of the Directors General, 
by the oaths of their principal Engineer for the time being employed in that work, 
■and of their Treafurer or Pay Clerk for the time being, accompanied with a certifi- 
cate in writing of their Chairman or Deputy Chairman annexed to the Accounts of 
fuch expenditure, that the fums mentioned therein have been expended on the faid 
works as therein fet forth, including in fuch Accounts of expence the falaries of Engi- 
neers, Superintendants, Overfeers, Accountants, and Pay Clerks employed in or for 
■the execution or carrying on the faid works. 

That in ftating or proving their Expenditure on the work, for the purpofe of in • 
titling themfelves to the payment of the aforefaid fums or balance, they fhall not be 
bound to fhew that the fpecific or precife fum in the E ftimate of the expence of each 
or any Article or part of the work hath been expended on that particular Article or 
part of the work, provided the fums or balance claimed fhall- have been expended on 
any part or parts of the work deferibed in the faid Eftimate, except refpeCting Har- 
bours as hereinbefore mentioned; and that the fums to be claimed or paid in. refpeCt 
to the completion of the whole of the work taken together, fhall not exceed the afore- 
,faid fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds, eighteen fhillings and 
feven pence. 

169. Z If 
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If the expence of completing the faid Navigation fhould happen to exceed the 
fum before-mentioned ofFcrtv thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen 
{hillings and feven pence, including the faid fum of One thoufand pounds, Rich ex- 
ceeding {hall be at the charge of the Grand Canal Company. 

That the Grand Canal Company {hall admit into the faid Navigation, the junc- 
tion of any new Canal or Canals which may be hereafter propofed from the Weft or 
Connaught fide of the river Shannon ; that the T oils mentioned in the Schedule hereunto 
annexed lhall and may be taken by the Grand Canal Company upon the faid Naviga- 
tion ; provided that none of the faid Tolls, Rates, or Duties lhail be chargeable upon, or 
payable for, the Goods or other Articles or matter belonging to the Owner or Occu- 
pier of lands adjoining to any part of the faid Navigation, being the produce of fuch 
lands, or intended for the cultivation or improvement thereof, or for confumption 
thereon, which fhall be carried on the faid Navigation, unlefs the boat carrying fuch 
Goods, Articles, or matter, {hall pafs through a Lock, in which cafe fuch Goods, 
Articles, or other matter {hall be liable to and chargeable with the payment of the 
like Tolls, Rate, and Duties per ton per mile as all other Goods, Articles, or matters 
of the like nature are. liable to and chargeable with repedtively as aforefaid j the 
amount thereof to be computed on the whole diftance fuch Goods, Articles, or other 
matters belonging to the Owners or Occupiers of fuch lands, fhall be carried between 
the place of lading or embarking the fame in any boat, and the place where the fame 
fhall be delivered or landed. 

That the Grand Canal Company, for ever, fhall not demand, take, or receive any 
greater fum that the Tolls, Races, Duties, or Wharfage mentioned in the faid Sche- 
dule hereunto annexed, for the ufe of any of the Wharfs or Quays to be made or 
conftrudted on any part of the faid Navigation. 

That no other Toll, Rate, Duty, or Charge whatfoever, fave thofe in faid Schedule 
mentioned, {hall be demanded, taken, or received by them or their fucceffors, or 
any perfon or perfons in their fervice or employment, for or in refpedt of the carriage 
on the faid Navigation of any Paffengers, Wares, Goods, Merchandizes, Commodi- 
ties, Articles, or matters j it being provided, that nothing to be contained in the 
Agreement to be entered into between the Directors General and the Grand Canal 
Company (hall prevent the charging, impofing, levying, receiving, or recovering on 
and from the Owners of boats, or perfons employed in navigating the fame, fuch 
Charges, Fines, or Penalties as they lhall be by Law, or by any Bye-laws or Orders 
to be lawfully made by the Grand Canal Company or their fucceffors, chargeable 
with, for obftru&ing the Lid Navigation, or for damaging the works, or for any 
mifeondudt or negledt. 

That all perfons paying the Tolls, Rates, Duties, and Charges before-mentioned, 
and conforming to the Laws now in force relative to Inland Navigation, and to the 
Rules, Orders, and Bye-laws to be lawfully made or ordained by the Grand Canal 
Company, for regulating the condudt of perfons, and the draught of the veffels’ water 
navigating on the faid Navigation, lhall have lull and free liberty to navigate their 
boats upwards and downwards thereon at their own free will and pleafure, at all 
times from an hour before Sun-rife to an hour after Sun-fet, without the hindrance 
or interruption of the Grand Canal Company or their fucceffors, or their fervants or 
perfons in their employment, provided that the Grand Canal Company (hall not, 
under their Bye-laws or otherwile, limit the burthen of veffels to pafs through this 
Navigation to a draught of water lei's than five feet fix inches. 

Provided always, that in cafe any Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, fhall be 
carried in any boat on or through any part of the faid Navigation, and the Owner 
thereof, or the perfon or perfons navigating fuch boat (hall pais on, through, or out 
of the faid Navigation with luch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, on payment 
only of luch Toll, Rate, or Duty as aforefaid of One Halfpenny per ton per mile, by 
rcafon or under pretence of an intent on his, her, or their part that the lame lhall be 
carried to the City of Dublin, and it lhail afterwards happen that any part of fuch 
Com, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, exceeding one ton, fhall be delivered or un- 
loaded elfcwhere, that then and in every fuch cafe it fhall be lawful to and for the 
Grand Canal Company and their fucceffors to prevent fuch boat from again entering 
into or paffing through any 'part of the laid Navigation until the Owner of fuch boa£ 

or 
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or Tome perfon on his behalf, fhall have paid to them, or fome perfon duly authorized 
by them, a further Toll, Rate, or Duty of One Halfpenny per ton per mile, to make 
up the full charge of One Penny per ton per mile for or in refped of the carriage of 
fuch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes on or through the faid Navigation, or any 
part thereof. 

That in order to afcertain the feveral points and boundaries within which fuch Tolls, 
Rates, and Duties as aforefaid fhall be refpedively demandable and chargeable as 
aforefaid, fufficient and permanent Landmarks fhall be, as foon as conveniently may- 
be, fixed at the aforefaid points or boundaries with the concurrence of one of the 
Board’s Engineers, that is to fay ; at the Northern extremity of Lough Derg, being 
about one mile more or lcfs to the Southward of the bridge of Portumna ; and at the 
Northern termination of the Athlone Canal, being about one mile more or lei's to the 
Northward of the bridge at Athlone. 

That their right to demand, take receive, levy, and recover the aforefaid Tolls, 
.Rates, and Duties refpedively, fhall commence fo foon as the work fhall be completed 
according to the Contrad, and fo foon as a boat laden with at leaft forty tons, and 
drawing in fome part thereof at leaft five feet nine inches water, fhall have pafied from 
'one of The laid laft-mentioned points or places to the other of them in the months of 
June or July, at the option of the Diredors General. 

Accounts of the Trade and Tolls colleded upon this Navigation, ftated as accurately 
as the materials in their power will admit, fiiall be returned by the Grand Canal Com- 
pany to the Diredors General once a year, if they require it. 

That they and their fucceffors fliall at all times hereafter keep, retain, pay, and 
employ a fufficient number of able and fkilful Lock-keepers, Affifiants, and other 
Servants, at or near every Lock on the faid Navigation and Canals for the opening 
and fhutting of the Sluices, Lock-gates, and Flood-gates, which they fiiall be bound to 
open and fiiut from an hour before Sun-rifing to an hour after Sun-fetting, whenever the 
fame fhall be neceffary for the paffage of any boat navigating the faid Navigation dr 
Canals, without requiring or accepting any fee, perquifite, douceur, or reward for fo 
doing. 

That the Diredors General fhall immediately upon the execution of a Ccntrad or 
Agreement between them for the completion by the Grand Canal Company of faid 
Navigation, duly grant and convey to them and their fucceffors the faid Navigation, 
and all Lands and Tenements adjoining, and confidered as belonging or appurtenant 
thereto, and as fuch, or otherwife, now veiled in the. Diredors General, and all and 
every privilege, power, and authority now veiled in the Diredors General for the 
making and completing the faid Navigation ; and all and every fuch power and 
authority, either in (he name of the Grand Canal Company or their fucceffors, or in 
the names of the Diredors General, but at the rifle and expence of the Grand Canal 
Company, to fue for and recover the poffefiion of all and every the faid Lands and 
Tenements, and to levy, fue for, and recover the aforefaid Tolls, Rates, Duties, and 
Charges refpedively. 

That the Diredors General fnall pay and fatisfy, or ctherwife exonerate and mdem- 
nifythe Grand Canal Company and their fucceffors from and againft all claims and 
demands of all Keepers of Locks or other works heretofore ereded on any part of the 
faid Navigation, or of the perfons having the care or pofieffion of any part of the 
faid Lands or Tenements, for or in refped of any faiary or falanes claimed to be due 
to them refpedively, or otherwife, for their care or prefervation of the faid Locks, 
Work?, Lands, or Tenements, and from and againft all demands and claims of any 
perfon or perfons, for or in refped of anv damage alledged to have been clone to his, 
her, or their lands or tenements, before the firll day of May lafl, by reafon or means 
of the faid Navigation, or the making thereof, unlefs the lame fiiall have been occa- 
fioned by. the works or Workmen of the Grand Canal Company. 

The iequifites of the Law to be complied wiih-the execution to oe fecured as 
Counftl fhall adviie ; fuch Accommodation Bridges to be made over the Inland 
Canals and Cuts which Ere now propofed to be executed, according to the Plans and 
Eftimates laid before the Diredors General, as are defenbed and mentioned therein 
refpedively j and fuch Accommodation Bridges as the Diredors General fiiall think 
requifite, not exceeding one at the diftance of every half mile, to be made over fuch 
further pr other Inland Canals or Cuts (it any) as may be made for the perfedmg or 

improving 
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improving faid Navigation, with regulations as ufual in other Contracts, or as 
Counfel (hall deem neceflary. 

The referved fourth-part of the Expenditure, to be paid when the whole (hall be 
completed as before-mentioned, at which time their right of colledting Tolls (hall 
commence. 

A Defcription of the Line of fuch intended Navigation, and the Lands through 
which the fame is to be carried, is delineated on the Map herewith laid before the 
Dire&ors General. 



SCHEDULE to which the annexed Propofal refers, dating the Tolls 
and Duties intended to be taken on the Navigation therein mentioned, 
viz.: — 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile on all Corn, Meal, Malt, 
Flour, and Potatoes, coming to Dublin by any Inland Navigation : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile on the fame Articles not 
coming to Dublin : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile for Slates, not to exceed the 
fum of Two Shillings per ton for any diftance : 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile on Coals : 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile upon Turf and Manure, 
not to exceed 6d. per ton for any diftance : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile upon all other Goods carried 
upon the faid Navigation, either upwards or downwards : 

'A fum not exceeding One Penny per mile for each Paflenger : 

For all Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, Commodities, Articles, or matter, except 
Turf and Manure, which (hall be depofited on any of the faid Wharfs or Quays, and 
ftiall remain there longer than forty-eight hours, a Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage, not 
exceeding One Penny per ton per day for every day after fuch forty-eight hours, 
during any part whereof the fame lhall remain on any fuch Wharf or Quay ; and for 
all Turf and Manure which (hall be depofited on any of the faid Wharfs or Quays, a 
Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage, not exceeding Two Pence per ton for and in refpeft 
of the fame being depofited thereon j and a further Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage of 
Two Pence per ton per day for every day after the firft day the fame or any°parc 
thereof (hall remain on fuch Wharf or Quay. 
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ESTIMATE of the Expence of the Undertaking mentioned in the annexed 
Propofal ; viz. 

For making the River Shannon navigable, without Embankments, from 
Lough Rhea to Lough Derg : 



The Canals to be made twenty-four feet wide 'in the Bottom, with infide Slopes 
of eighteen inches to a foot; to have fix feet Water on the tills or the Locks; 
and Shoals to be made fix feec fix inches deep in the lowed water. 





Perches. 


Yards 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch.' 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 


ATHLONE CANAL. 




Perch. 










Dredging North End of"| 
Canal to deep Water av. 1 
i feet 6 inches through 1 
Clay and Marl - - J 


h 


3 1 


£■ '■ d. 


d. 

4 13 — 


£■ -• d. 
69 15 — 


1 - -■ d. 


Widening and finkingCanal,-* 
Clay, Gravel, and large! 
Stones 


5 ° 


125 




S 4 2 


260 .8 4 




D° - D° - Clay, Gravel, 1 
and loofe Rocks - - j 


63 


177 • 


— 1 3 


XI x 3 


696 18 9 




Taking down the Rymer 7 

Lock - - - J 


3 T 


108 




10 16 — 


36 




Widening and finking Canal, 1 j 
below ditto. Clay and > 
Gravel -J 


41 


192 


- I - 


9 iz — 


393 12 “ 




WideningCanal where wall- ? 
ed, D° - D° - - - J 


39 


i ^ 


9 


2 18 6 


84 16 6 




Deepening D° - D° - 


29 


83 


- 1 “ 


4 3 — 


130 7 — 




Taking down prefent wall - 


29 


3 » 


— 3 — j 


3 2 — 


89 18 — 




Widening and finking CanaK 
to head of Lock, Clay,! 
Gravel, and Marl - - ' 


86 


* 4 * 


— — 10 


5 17 6 


505 ' 5 — 




Widening Ditto, where deep, i 

D° - D° - - S 


28 


37 




x 4 8 


34 xo 8 




Embankment wanting near 1 
head of Lock, after exca- S- 
vation is applied - - J 


30 


3 ° 


8 




30 




Taking down the Lock 


9 


131 


— 2 -r 


13 ; 2 — 


117 18 — 




.Sinking Foundations for 1 
new Lock, through Clay, S- 
Gravel, and Marl - - J 


9 


103 


- 1- 


S 3 — 


46 7 — 




Backing Lock with Clay - 


9 


112 


10 


4 *3 4 


42 




Ditto, Ditto, to make Road- ? 
way - - - -J 


9 


13 ° 


— 8 


4 6 8 


39 




Widening and finking Canal j 
fromLock toRiver through ( 
‘Clay and Marl. , r . - 




! 95 


10 


826 


487 IOi- 
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Yards 


Rate per 


Rate per 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 






Perch. 


Yard. 


Perch. 


AMOUNT. 








£ '• 4. 


£■ <• 4. 


£■ J- 


£ s. J. 


Embankment wanting after 7 
■excavation is applied - j 


60 


IOI 


-- 8 


3 7 4 


202 




Dredging at South End of! 
Canal, Clay and Marl - 5 


*5 


. 3° 


— 3 — 


4 to — 


67 IO j 




"Backing accommodation 7 
Bridge - - - j 


- - 


200 


- 


- - - 


IO 




Forming and drelling Banks 7 
and Slopes - - - j 


37° 


- - 


- - - 


— 8 — 


148 — — 




Gravelling Trackway, io7 
feet x 6 inches - - J 


37° 


- - 


- - - 


— 3 4 


61 13 4 




Repairing Boundaries 


61 S 


- - 


. . . 


- 1 - 


30 15 — 




Rebuilding Wall above and 7 
below High Road Bridge J 


29 


48 


— 86, 


20 8 — 


59 * 12 — 




Building a new Lock of"} 
3 feet 9 inches fall, with / 
6 feet 6 inches extra f 
height for Floods, with j 
new Gates, &c. allowing l 
for cld materials - - J 


- - 


- 


- - - 




2,250 




Repairing the Lock Houfe - 


- - 




- . . 


- - . 


25 — — 




Inverted Arch to High! 
Road Bridge, to gain > 
depth - - - J 


4 1 1 


- ■ 


- - - 


— 12 — 


25 ■ 




Repairing and railing ac- 7 
commodation Bridge, &c. j 


• - 


- - 


- - - 


- - - 


60 — — 




Keeping out water during 1 
the work - - - J 


- - 


- - 


- - - 


. j' . 


i>i 10 


7,635 16 7 














Dredging T uHymore Ford , ") 
av. 2 feet, through hard J- 
Sand and Clay - -j 


60 


42 


5 


10 to — 


' 


63O — - 


Dredging at Ballytanauve, ~) 
av. 3 feet, through Clay, C 
Gravel, &c. - - - 3 


3° 


66 


— s — 


16 10 — 


' 

495 




Taking large Rocks out of 7 
ditto - - - - J 


- - 


- - 


. - - 


- - 


150 


645 














SHANNON BRIDGE 
CANAL. 














Widening and finking Ca- "i 
nal. Clay, Gravel, and £ 
large Stones - - - 3 


38 


187 


- 


9 7 — 


355 * ~ 




Sinking Foundations for") 
inverted Arch, &c. &c. > 
& c. ditto - - -j 


- - 


3 2 9 


— 1 3 


- - - 


co 1 1 3 
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Yards 


Rate per 


Rate per 1 


AMOUNT. | 


TOTAL 




Perch. 


Yard. 


Perch. 


AMOUNT. 








£. J. 


£. ... d. 


£. .. J. 


£. i. 


Taking down head of Lock 


- - 


192 


- 2 - 


- - ’ 


19 4 ° 




•Taking up Table, Flagging* \ 

&c. - - - -j 


■ - 


247 


— 2 6 




30 17 6 




Puddling at Back of New ? 
Foubay, &c. - - J 


- - 


22Z 


- 




II 2 0 




Forming Trackways and 7 
drelling Slopes - - ) 


38 


- - 




— 8 0 


15 4 O 




Gravelling Trackway 


3s 


- - 


- - - 


— 3 0 


S *4 0 




Making Boundary 


■36 


- * 


- - - 


— 2 6 


4 r 5 0 




Building Foubay and upper 
recefl'es to Lock, putting I 
in new Tables, inverted > 
Arch, Pavement at Tail \ 
new Gates, &c. - - J 


- - 


- - 






1,460 — 




Repairing Lock Houfe 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


35 




Keeping out Water during 7 


- - 




. - - 




55 ° 


2.507 13 9 














Dredging Cloonafeena Ford ") 
av. z feet 6 inches, thro’ > 
Gravel and large Stones J 


15 


54 


— 5 0 


13 10 0 


- - - 


202 10 — 


HIGH ROAD OF KELLY- 
FURT. 














DeepeningChannel at South 
end of Bulhy Ifland, to / 
ayoid the Ford, av. 3 feet >■ 
finking through _ Clay, 1 
Gravel, and Rock’s - J 


2 5 


67 


— 20 


6 14- 


167 10 ~ 




Ditto ditto, av. 8 feet Clay j 
and loofe Quarry - - j 


35 


224 


— 3 0 


33 I 2 0 


1,176 




Keeping out Water during 7 




. . 




. . . 


297 


1,640 10 


DERRYHOLMES FORD. 












Dredging on four feet Gra- 7 
vel and large Stones - j 


IZ 


94 


— 5 0 


23 10 — 


282 




Do. av. 2 D® - - D° - 


10 


42 


— 5 0 


10 10 — 


10s 




Taking out large Rocks - 


- - 




- - - 


— 


too 


487 — 

10 — — —r 


Dredging a fmall Shoal at 'j 
North end of Leahinch ( 
hfland in the Wellcrn f 
Channel, Clay and Sand ) 


. . . 








- - - 
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Percher. 


Yards 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 






Perch. 




Dredging different Spots'] 
between Innilhfert Ifland j 
and the Banaghcr Canal, V 
av. 2 feet, Gravel and V 
large Stones - - J 


30 


4 2 


£■ A d. 
— 5 — 


£■ A d. 

10 io — 


£■ '• J- 


.£• A d. 
315 


BANAGHER CANAL. 














Dredging at Head of Canal, 1 
av. i foot, fofc Clay and > 
Gravel - - - j 


IO 


20 


- 4- 


4 


40 




Widening and finking Ca- ") 
nal, Clay, Gravel, and Y 
Rocks - - - j 


75 


19S 


— * 3 


12 7 6 


988 2 6 




D° - D° below Lock, Clay 1 
and Marl - - - j 


16 


140 


— — 10 


5168 


93 6 8 




Dredging at South end of] 
Canal, av. z feet, ditto > 
ditto - - . 


IO 


42 


“ 3 — 


6 6 — 


6 3 




Taking up Flagging under ; 
Bridge - - - j 


- - 


48 


— 2 — 


- - . 


4 16 — 




Sinking Foundations for 1 
inverted Arch under D°[ 
Clay and Gravel - -J 


- - 


6+ l 


- , _ 


. . . 


3 4 ~ 




Taking down prefent Lock - 


- - 


440 


— 2 — 


- - . 


44 




Sinking Foundations for 7 
new Lock, through Clay l 
and Gravel - - - ) 


- - 


■633 


- 


- - - 


81 13 - 




Backing Lock, with Clay 7 
and Gravel - - - j 


- - 


747 


10 


- . . 


3126 




Forming Trackways and } 
drefling Slopes - - \ 


90 


- - 




— 8 — 


3 6 




Gravelling Trackway 


90 


- - 


. . . 


— — j — 


13 10 




Repairing Boundaries 


48 


- - 


. . . 


— 16 


3 12-— 




Inverted Arch under Bridge } 
to gain depth - - j 


30 


- - 


- - 


— 12 — 


18 




Building a new Lock of - ] 
i foot 7 inches fall, with./- 
6 feet 6 inches extra I 
height for Floods, new | 
Gates, Machinery, &c. 1 
allowing for old Materials J 


- 


- - 




- - - 


2,200 




Repairing the Lock Houfe - 


- - 


- - 


. . . 


- - - 


20 — — ! 




Keeping out Water during] 
the YVork - - - j 


- - 


- - 


- - - 


. . . 


700 — . — 


4,280 6 g 


• 
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Perches. | 


• 

Yards 


Rate per 


Rate per 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 


CLONAHEENOGUE 

CANAL. 


Perch. | 


Yard. 


Perch. 


AMOUNT. 






£■ '■ d 


£■ d. 


£■ '• d. 


£■ ’■ d. 


— 


Dredging at Head of Canal, 1 
av. one foot three inches, > 
Clay and loofe Gravel j 


30 ' 


25 


— 3 — 


3 *s — 


I 12 IO 




Widening and finking Ca - 1 
nal, Clay, Gravel, and j* 
Rocks - - - J 


75 


130 


- . _ 


6 10 — 


4S7 IO — 




Ditto ditto Clay, Gravel, 7 
and large Stones - - J 


43 


128 


— 10 — 


568 


229 ^ 8 




Ditto ditto Clay, Gravel, 7 
■ and Rocks - - - j 


30 


205 


- I - 


xo 5 ' 


307 10 — 




Ditto ditto Clay, Gravel, 7 
and large Stones - - j 


80 


III 


— 10 — 


412 6 


37 ° 




Ditto ditto to Lower Bridge, 7 
Clay, Gravel, and Rocks j 


75 


,s 4 


- 


9 4 — 


690 




Ditto ditto Clay, Gravel, 7 
and large Stones - - j 


65 


I46 i 


- , _ 


7 6 — 


474 10 — 




Widening Canal to Head J 
of Luck, Clay, Gravel, i 
and Marl - - - 3 


22 


“ I 

5 6 


— 8 — 


i 1 7 4 


41 I 4 




Widening and finking Ca- 7 
nal below Lock, Clay, 
and Rocks - - - j 


*5 


' j 

97 


. 


4 17 — 


72 15 — 




Ditto ditto to end of Canal, 7 
Clay, and loofe Quarry j 


30 


167 


— 1 6 


1210 6 


375 15 “ 




Dredging below D° av. 1 7 
foot. Clay and Marl - J 


10 


20 


- 3- 


3 


30 




Taking down prelent Fou -1 
bay of Lock, part of/ 
lower Recedes, upper and f 
lower Tables, &c. &c. -J 


- - 


182 


— 2 6 


- - - 


22 15 — 




Excavation for Foubay, 7 
Tail Walls, Table, &c. > 
Clay and Gravel - -3 




178 


- 


... 


8 18 — 




Backing Lock with Clay } 
and G ravel - - - J 


10 


155 


10 


692 


64 11 8 j 




Backing three Bridges D° 


- - 


300 


— *— 10 


- . - 


12 10 — 




Forming Trackways, and 7 
drefling Slopes - - j 


440 






— 8 — 


176 




Gravelling Trackway 


39 ° 


- - 




~ 3 4 


65 




Repairing and making new \ 
Boundaries - r - S 

i 


910 


- - 




- 1 9 


79 12 6 

■ 

, 





j 69, B b 
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Perches. 


Yards 

Perch. 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 


impairing and railing 3"} 
Accommodation Bridges, I 
with new Swivel Road- f 






£■ '■ * 


£■ i. a. 


£■ '• d. 

450 


£■' <■ d. 


ways, 15° each -j 












4.070 5 2 


Repairing the Lock, railing 
ditto, building new Fou- 
bay and Upper Recefles, 
rebuilding part of Lower 
Recefles, putting in new 
Tables and Flagging, 
new Gates, Machinery, 
&c. - 


- - 


- - 




- - 


2,200 




Repairing Lock Houfe 




- - 




- : . 


25 


2,22$ — — 














Keeping out Water during ) 
the Work - - - j 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


950 




Boats and Apparatus for- 
dredging, alfo Pumps, 1 
Water Wheels, Horfe (. 
Mills, Pile Engines, &c. 1 

&c. - - - -J 


- - 


- - 


- - - 


■ - - 


2,000 




Land for dredging Appa- J 
ratus, to be fixed on - J 


3 


£•60 




- - - 


180 — — 




Purchafe of Weirs, that"] 
from lying in the Chan- 1 
nel require to be re- f 
moved - - - J 




- - 




- - - 


120 




Taking up thofe Weirs 


- - 


• - 


* - 


. . . 


30 




Beacons to be placed on. 
verge of Channel to guide / 
Veflels to deep Water, V 
particularly in time of\ 
Flood - - . ' 


Beacons. 

1 IO 


£■' 0 




- - - 


1,100 




Harbour, Stores, &c. &c. ") 
at Athlone, Shannon ( 
Bridge, Banagher, and f 
Portumna - - -J 


- - 






• - - 




4,000 — — 


Incidents, at 20 per Cent. - 


- - 


- 


. . : 


. . . 


£■ 


33,029 2 2 

6,605 *6 5 


TOTAL - - 




- * 


- ", * 


. . . 


■ - -£■ 


39,634 18 7 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec r . 
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Navigation-office, 24th May 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received a letter from. Andrew Watfon, Efq. Secretary to the 
Limerick Navigation Company, inclofing a copy of a letter from you, informing 
him, that the Navigation of the Shannon, at Cloneenogue and Banagher will be 
immediately interrupted by the works necefiary to be carried on at faid places, and 
■will probably continue fo for fome months. I am direded to acquaint you, that the 
Board intend iliutting the Limerick Navigation for the execution of the necefiary 
■works on the firft of July next, and cannot at prefent confent to the Navigation of 
the Shannon being interrupted before that time. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed ) William Gregory . 

Diredors of 

The Grand Canal Company. 



Navigation-office, 24th May 1804. 

Sir, 

The Board have received your letter of the 17th infant, inclofing the Propofal 
of the Grand Canal Company for completing the Navigation of the river Shannon 
between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea ■, alfo two copies thereof, to be laid before 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury. 

And I am directed by the Board to return you the two copies of the Propofal, and 
to acquaint .you, that they (hould be tranfmitted or prefentcd to his Excellency and 
their Lordffiips by the Grand Canal Company. 

' I am alfo directed to acquaint you, that the Company have not fent in any proofs 
of the requifites of the Law, refpeding Notices by public advertifemeht having been 
complied with. 

By Order of the Board. 

Daniel Bagot, Efq. (Signed) William Gregory. 

Secretary to The Grand Canal Company. 

Grand Canal Houfe, Dawfon-ftreet, 
30th May 1 804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 24th inftant, wherein you 
acquaint us, that you cannot at prefent confent to the Navigation of the Shannon 
being interrupted before the ift of July next. 

We are extremely concerned to find, that we have been premature in the mea- 
fures we have taken for rendering the river Shannon navigable, as we conceived that, 
under the particular circumftances of our negociation with His Majefty’s Govern- 
ment and your Board, upon that fubjed, our Agreement was fo far advanced as to 
require little more than the mere ceremony of figning and foaling for its completion. 

Under this impreffion, we proceeded early in this fpring with the greateft vigour to 
continue the works on the Shannon. We have laid down the Pumps, Mills and Pile 
Dams at Cloneenogue, Banagher, Shannon Bridge, and Athlone, and every thing is 
now ready to begin working at thofe places, and if we fhould now be prevented from 
proceeding, a very heavy expence will be incurred, and the entire foafbn loft ; as, by 
delaying our operations until the beginning of July, we (hall not have time to per- 
fod the buildings under water this year, and we (hall in confoquence be under the 
neceffity of keeping the Navigation (hut up during the whole of the enfuing Winter 
and Spring, and a confiderable part of the Summer of 1805 ; whereas, if we are 
now permitted to proceed with the works, we entertain fanguine hopes that it will not 
be necefiary to flop the Navigation of the River after Odober next. 

Our objed, as well as yours, is public accommodation ; and we do not conceive, 
after the notice that has been given by us, that any material inconvenience can arife 
to the Traders between Limerick and Dublin, by (hutting up the Navigation one 
=mcnth fooner than is propofod by you. If, however, any Goods or Merchandize 

(hould 
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Aiould arrive from Limerick at Cloneenogue before the firft of July, we will, at our 
own expence, tranfport them by land , from thence to Banagher, and provide boats 
for their conveyance from thence to Dublin. 

L nder thefe eircumftances, we earneftly entreat that we may be favoured with your 
concurrence to proceed with the works. 

By Order of the Board. 

The Diredtors General oflnland B&, S*,. 

Navigation, &c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, Navigation-office, 3 tft May i S04. 

The Board have received your letter of the 30th infant, in anfwer to theirs of the 
24th, Rating, that very great expence and delay will be occafioned if you are not 
permitted to tout the Navigation of the Shannon, and immediately proceed with 
the works for the improvement thereof j whereas, if you are now permitted to pro- 
ceed with the works, you entertain fanguine hopes that it will not be necdFary to Rod 
the navigation of the River after Odtober next. e 

And, that if any Goods or Merchandize lhould arrive from Limerick at Clonee- 
nogue before tne iRof July, you will, at your own expence, tranfport them by land 
bom thence to Banagher, and provide boats for their conveyance from thence to 
Du Dim. 

Iam direfted by the Board to acquaint you, that they cannot take any ftep founded 
upon the Agreement which is pending between them and the Grand Canal Com- 
pany ; but, upon your reprefentation of the difadvantages that might arife to the 
I ublic from the N avigation of the Shannon not being interrupted before the id of 
July the Board withdraw the objeflion they made in their letter of the 24th infant, 
provided the Grand Canal Company agree to pay the expence of tranfporcmg by 
and the cargoes of any boats that may arrive from Dublin at Banagher, prior to 
the lit of July, as well as iuch as may arrive from Limerick at Cloneenogue in the 
t™ voyage ^ ^ accommodation in y our power for the proceeding on 

By Order of the Board. 

Diredtors of (S ' S " ed) William Gregory. 

The Grand Canal Company. 



sir Navigation-office, 2 2d June 1804. 

frnr l hT,hi r r fted ^r‘ he . B r ?ard “ ac< 5 lmint y<™. that . infpeftion of the papers 
font in by the Grand Canal Company as proof of the requires of the Law bavin* been 
complied with no Certificates appear from proper Officers that duplicates of their 
Propofal have been deitvered to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, or the Lords 
fenMn M J ty sTrcaru, T' a "d the Board requeft thofe Certificates may be immediately 

diredted to inform you, that a doubt having arifcn whether the Notice 
pub hlhed two years fince by the Grand Canal Company upon the Propofal then made 
be k’fficKnr notice, according to Law, with reference to the Propofal now made 
nirie o m TT" of His Ma i eft y’ s Attorney General to be taken 

Board voM? ’ e " ^ h ' S “P'"' 0 " that t,le " 0t ' Ce Publifhed is frlffideilt, the 

Board will immediately fubmit the Propofal to Government. 



Daniel Bagof, Efquire, Secretary to 
the Diredtors of The Grand Canal 
Company. 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine , 

in the abience of the Sec 5 ". 
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Grand Canal Houfe, 14th June 1804. 
Sir., 

I have the honour to tranfmic herewith, for the fatisfaftion of the Direftors. 
Genera], the proofs of .the requifites of the Law refpefting Notices by public adver- 
tifement having been complied with, on the fubjeft of the Company’s Propofal for. 
making the River Shannon navigable. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Tour mod: obedient humble Servant, 

William Gregory, Efq. (Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec’. 



Shannon, and Suck Navigations. 

In conformity to the Aft of the 40th year of His prefent Majefty’s Reign, intituled, 
“ An Aft for granting to His Majefty the fum of Five hundred thoufand Pounds for 
“ promoting Inland Navigation,” the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal 
do hereby give notice, That they intend to make a Propofal to the Direftors General 
of Inland Navigation for improving and completing the Navigation of 'the River 
Shannon from the deep water above Athlone in Lough Rhea, to the deep water 
below Portumna in Lough Derg; and alfo to make a Propofal to the Laid Direftors 
General for improving and completing the Navigation of the River Suck, from the 
Town of BaiJinafloe to the River Shannon near Shannon Bridge ; and that the faid 
Navigation, will go through or near the Towns of Athlone, Shannon Bridge, 
Banagher, Portumna, and Ballinafloe ; and through, to, or near the Baronies of Kil- 
kenny Weft, Athlone, Brawney, Clonlonan, Garry Caftle, Eglifti, Fefcal, Lower 
Ormond, Moycarne otherwife Moycarnon, Half Barony of Moycarne, otherwife 
Moycarnon, Clonmacow, Longford, and Leitrim, in the -Counties of Weftmeath 
King’s County, Tipperary, Rofcommon, and Galway refpeftively, fubjeft to Tolls 
not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile on Goods, and One Penny Halfpenny 
a mile on each Paffenger. 1 

By order. 

(Signed) Will ” 1 Greene, SecL 



Grand Canal Houfe, ,26th Tune 1804. 
Sir, ^ 

In purfuance of the requeft fignified by your Letter of the azd inftant, I have 
the honour to inclofe two letters, dated 29th May and 26th June inftant, certifying 
that duplicates of the Grand Canal Company’s Propofal had been delivered to PHs 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majelty’s Treafury. 

I have the honour .to be, 

Sir, 

Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 

Henry R. Paine, Efq. (Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec r , 



Sir, 



Dublin Caftle, 26th June 1804. 



I have the honour to acquaint you, that I have received and laid before the Lord 
Lieutenant the duplicate of the Propofal made by the Grand Canal Company to the 
Direftors General of Inland Navigation, &c. for making the River Shannon navigable 
between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea, with the Schedule and Eftimate annexed to 
the laid Propofal. 

I have the honour tp be. 

Sir, 



Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 

Daniel Bagot, Efq. (Signed) J.Mcnjden. 

Secretary to the Grand Canal Company. 



Cc 
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Treafury Chambers, 29th May 1804. 

1 am commanded by the Lords Commiflloners of the Treafur.y to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 28^ inftant, inclofing, by order of the Court of 
Direftors of the Grand Canal, a copy of the Company’s Propofal preferred to the 
,Dire£tors, General of Inland Navigation, for completing the Navigation of the river 
Shannon between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Daniel Bagot/Efq. (Signed) James Croft on. 

Secretary to The Grand Canal Company. 

Navigation-office, 3d July 1804. 

May it pi eafe your Excellency. 

The making the river Shannon navigable from Lough Allen to the Sea, was 
long a favourite objett of the Legiflature of this country. The Old Navigation 
Board undertook the work, and executed many parts of it, but that Board not being 
properly conftituted, the works, through inattention., fell into fuch a Hate of decay, 
that the Navigation of that River is not in any, or at belt in a very flight degree, 
affifled by them.; the Legiflature however did not lofe fight of fo important an objedt, 
and the A6t, pafled in Ireland in the 4 oth year of His prefent Majefty, particularly 
points' out as one of the principal fervices to be attended to, the rendering the Shannon 
navigable from Lough Allen to the Sea, provided the ‘fame can be done on terms juft 
and reafonable between the Public and the Undertakers thereof. 

Confidering this to be an eflential point of our duty, we did on the 1 6th of Octo- 
ber 1 80 1, pubiilh an advertifement, offering to recommend a large and liberal aid 
to be granted to the perfons who fhould contract for the completion of proper works 
for the rendering the river Shannon navigable from Lough Allen to the Sea, of fuch 
dimenfions, and upon fuch terms as fhould be agreed upon ; but no propofal has been 
made to us except by the Grand Canal Company. 

When the works which that body had engaged with Parliament to execute (by 
joining their line of Canal to the Shannon) approached towards a conclufion, they 
offered feveral propofals to us to make the Shannon navigable between Lough Dei g and 
Lough Rhea upon different Plans and different F.ftimates, and, after mature confidera- 
• tion, we have finally agreed with the Grand Canal Company for making a complete 
Navigation (but without Trackways) having fix feet-fix inches depth, of water in the 
Channel and Canals, and having fix feet of navigable water over the dlls of the 
Locks at all feafons of the year, to extend' from the Northern extremity of Lough 
Derg near Portumna, to the Northern extremity of the old Canal near Athlone. 

The Tolls, particularly fpecified in the Agreement herewith fubmitted to your 
Excellency, will be found to be very low, and we have relcrved to the Proprietors of 
Land on the Shannon, the right of tranfporting their produce free of Toll, unlefs 
they, pafs through a Lock. 

The Eftimate which the Grand Canal Company had before delivered in to us for 
making this Navigation with Trackways, amounted to One hundred and twenty-one 
thoufand. three hundred and eighty-two Pounds feven (hillings and three pence, but 
we have thought it more adviiable to adopt their prefent propofal tomake that 
Navigation without Trackways, for a fum of Thirty-nine thoufand fix hundred and 
thirty-four .pounds eighteen ih’illings and feven pence confidering, that for the gene- 
ral Navigation, failing veffcls of a couftruilion different from common Canal boats, 
muft be°ufed, as fo much of the Navigation between Killaloe and Lanefborough 
paffes through two great Lakes, where no Trackway can be made. If at any future 
day it fhould be found expedient to confiruft Trackways along the banks of the Na- 
vigation now propofed (the expence of which, according to our prefent view of the 
fubjeeft, would not be compenfated by any diftinguifhed advantages to be gained 
thereby) that additional work will not be. impeded by what is at prefent to be done, 
but on the contrary, will be much facilitated, and rendered lefs expensive by the con- 
venience which this Navigation will afford in the tranfport of materials. 
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By the terms of our Agreement, the whole of the expence, as now eftimated, is to 
be borne by the Public, and your Excellency may juflly queftion us upon what 
grounds we fhould grant the whole expence, when the Company are to receive the 
whole emolument, with confiderable advantage to their prefent Navigation, and 
without furrendering any of their prefent rights lor the advantage of the Public. We 
therefore think it our doty humbly to fubmic to your Excellency the following con- 
fiderations That the Navigation of the Shannon extends through the middle of this 
Ifland, and through great variety of territory, the Proprietors of any part of which 
do not appear to have felt themfelves fufnciently interefted in the Navigation of the 
whole to join in any fubfcription or propofal for the execution of the work i—that 
this work being executed upon public grounds, completes one great line from North 
to South, into which leffer Canals may be cut for the efpecial advantage of particular 
diftrifts 5 and we have provided, that the Grand Canal Company (ball admit the junction 
of any fnch Canals from the lands on the Weftern fide of the Shannon. We have no 
doubt, that from the anxious expectations of the Public, this Board, had no offer 
been made from any other Body, would have found themfelves under the neceffity 
of recommending the work to be done by their own Engineers at the public charge 
(of which the Gran.d Canal Company are perfectly aware) and in fuch cafe, we fhould 
not have thought it expedient to levy Tolls higher than thofe agreed upon with the 
Grand Canal Company, which are profdled by that Company to be no more than 
will enable them to fupport the neceflary -eftablilhmem of Officers, to maintain the 
works in conftant good repair, and to keep up fuch Beacons and Marks as will point 
out the deep channels, efpecially when the lands adjoining the River are overflowed. 

The Grand Canal Company are in the habit of executing works of this nature, and 
-being a permanent Body, in a date of profperity, and poffeffed of a very confiderable 
.property in their Canal, 'the Tolls of which will be effentiallv encreafed by this new Na- 
vigation, we have from them a better fecurity for the execution and maintenance of the 
works, ihan we fhould be likely to have from any other Body of Subfcmbers, it any fuch 
had offered themfelves to us. It may fairly be prefumed, that no fuch new Body would 
have offered but upon terms of high profit to themfelves, which profit would have 
been confined to the Tolls on the Shannon ; but the Grand Canal Company is pecu- 
liarly circumftanced and, as we have already obferved, mufi receive upon their Na- 
vioarion between Dublin and Banagher a confiderable advantage from the opening of 
an improved Navigation of the Shannon, which no other Body could enjoy. lo 
what extent the trade upon the Shannon, when the Navigation (hall be fimlhed, may 
increafe, is not eafy at prefent to afcertain ; but fhould it become more confiderable 
than may be now fuppofed, fo as to bring a greater profit to the Grand Canal Com- 
pany, it muff ofcourfe be attended with a proportional increafe of benefit to the 
Public 1 and we are of opinion, that the moderation of the charges for Tolls is fuch, 
that the Public muff rejoice at obtaining fo extenfive a Navigation upon fuch terms . 
we therefore think it advifable not to delay any longer the forwarding this great 
national work, in the fruillcfs hope of being able, at feme future day, to make fomc- 
what a more economical contrad for the execution thereof, Lifting to puttie 
Country fpecdily into poffeffion of the encouragement which lo extenfive and cheap 
a communication of the internal parts with the Canals leading to the Metropolis and 
the City of Limerick, mull neceffarily give to the Agriculture, Manufa.Uircs, and 

Commerce of the Nation. ' 

Laftly, we beg leave to obferve to your Excellency, that the i ublic are to pay no 
more than whatfhall be the aclual expence of the works; and chat, fhould that ex- 
pence exceed the amount of the Ettimate, the excels is to be borne by the Grand 

C The following Propofal expreffes the particulars of the Agreement which we have 
made, provided it (hall meet with your Excellency’s approbation, and the approba- 
tion of the Lords ofHis Majefty’s Treafury ; viz ' 

■For.the Confidtrarions, and on the Terms herein?., ter mentioned, the Company 
of Undertakers of the Grand Canal propofe to complete and fin.fh in a permanent 
and workmanlike' manner, but without Trackways, the Navigation of that .part of 
the river Shannon lituate between the Northern extremity of Lough Derg, and the 
Northern extremity of the Canal at Athlonc (including fuch Canals of Conimun.c - 
tion between the feveral parts; of that River, within the faid fpace, as hayHxrn 
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-bcgur, or (hull .be found neceffary) fo as that there Shall be at all feafons-of the year, 
at I rail fix feet fix inches depth of water in all parts of the faid Navigation, fare and 
■except tne cids of -Locks and Stop-gates, on which no more than fix feet water Shall 
be requiied ; and that the navigable channel of-the River, in ail places where the 
Navigation fhall be continued in the bed of the River and alfo the Several Canals of 
CoiTor. unrcation therewith, Shall be of the breadth of twenty-four feet at leaf! at the 
bottom ; that all the faid Canals and Channels in the River, Shall be of the breadth 
o, forty-four feet at lead at the furface of the navigable water ; that all the Locks 
fna.l beat the leaft 'Sixteen feet wide, and at lead eighty feet in length, and of fuch 
height as to have at leaft fix -feet of navigable water on the cills of their Gates. 

I hat they Shall make inch Harbours and Wharfs as deferibed by the Plans laid 
before the Dircftors General by them on the Sixth day of January hit, at, or as near as 
conveniently may be, to the places pointed out by the faid Plans ; that is to fay, One 
Harbour and Wharf at or near the bridge of Banagher, two of them refpectively at or 
near t, ie budge of Portumna, one at or near Shannon Bridge, and one at or near 
. ],o c ’ aiy ' ; dlac in erecting laid Harbours, and in making feveral other permanent 

improvements in the Navigation of the faid River, by cutting off angles or bends 
therein, and deepening channels between Islands, they fhall expend the full fum of 
Pour thoufand pounds, mentioned in their Eftimate laid before the Direaors General 
-on the twenty-fecund of June 1803, under the head of “ Harbours, Stores, &c. &c. 
V , c ‘ at Athlone, Shannon Bridge, Banagher, and Portumna,'’ no part whereof fhall 
be aid out on Stores ; but that the fum of Five hundred pounds, intended for Stores, 
Shah be applied in addition to the fum of Two thoufand nine hundred and eleven 
■pounds ten (billing* and feven pence in extending, the faid uropofed Harbours or in 
conltructing « new one, at the option of the Directors General. That the Navka- 
tion of the faid River and Canals, and all the faid works, fhall be competed and 
nnuhed bv them as afordaid, in a permanent and workmanlike manner, within the 
Space o, three years, to be computed from the firft day of November next enffiing 
unlels the execution of the faid works (hall be delayed by any uncommonly wet feaihn 
or feafons, or by any unforeleen and extraordinary accidents or difficulties, in any of 
which cafes the Grand Canal Company are to be allowed additional time for the coni- 
Two" years * orks,l< ^'“ i t0 thc dc,a y ““fed thereby, not exceeding in the whole 

Hint all the faid works Shall. be conducted and executed by them according to their 
■own judgment and dricretiony without the controul or interference of the Directors 
■General, or any of tneir Engineers or Officers in the execution thereof, fubieft how- 
ever at ail times, to the inlpeftion of the Board's Officers, to enable them to judge 
<ofand report upon the lame; and that in the execution of the faid works, the Grand 
Canal Company ffiall be at liberty to deviate and vary in fuch manner as they may find 
necefility 01 tlunx fit from the Plans thereof laid by them before the Boaidj and 
referred to fry the Eftimates therewith laid before the Board, provided that the 
fcale or dtmenfions m the faid Navigation, or of the Locks or Bridges to be con- 
■ffiuaal thereon, (li.nl not be diminished byfuch deviation or variation- from the faid 
1 Ians I and that the number of Bridges, Harbours, and Wharfs appearing thereby to 
be necefiary, and to be intended to be eroded, Shall not be lelfened V and provided rf,at 
no fin t ier lum than die fum total of the fums hereinafter- men iioned, ffiall be payable 
by or demanded from the Board for the execution of faid works, for or by reafon of 
any lu, I, deviation or -variation from the faid Plans, provided that no fuch deviation 
ffi all be undertaken until the previous requisites of the Law Shall have been complied 
with ; and provided that none of the Inland Canals or Cuts deferibed in the Plan laid 
bcioi e the Direftoi-s General, ffiall be omitted, or any new ones fubftituted, without the 
pre vious concurrence of the Direaors General. 

S' ® nB ! d Canal Company ffiall at all times, for ever, preferve.and maintain 
c ~ ’ a ", d , 1 - otks ' Bnd =«- Harbours, and Wharfs eroded and to 

ffir- f Tv hcr ™" r " n adj0 ',“ ng ther "°’ in 80 bd and Sufficient repair, fo as that 

faid N avigation ffiall in „] parts thereof have fuch navigable depth and breadth of 
water as aforclaid, at all leafons and times, except when interrupted for tile purpofe of 
making necefiary repairs thereof, or of the faid works, or-by Shoals occafioned by 
fioo,.s, m the making of which repairs, and the removal of which Ihoals, the Grand 
-Canal Company Shall ufe all reafonabk expedition and diligence. 

Permanent 
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Permanent Beacons, not lefs in number than one hundred and ten, are to be 
eredled and maintained through the whole extent of the faid Navigation, to point 
out the Navigable Channel wherever it fhall be requifite, and efpecially in thofe parts 
where the banks are fubjedt to be overflowed in winter or in rainy feafons'. 

That, in confideration of their agreeing to execute, preferve, and maintain in good 
and fufficient repair as aforefaid, the faid Navigation, and the works conftructed and to 
be conftrudted thereon as aforefaid, the Grand Canal Company fhall be paid in manner 
and at the times hereafter mentioned, fuch fums as, correfponding with the faid Eftimate, 
and the true intent and meaning of this Propofal, they have heretofore expended 
thereon, or fhall hereafter expend thereon, not exceeding in the whole the net fum 
of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen (hillings and {'even 
pence ; and fhall at all times after the completion of the faid Navigation as after men- 
tioned, be entitled to receive, take, levy, and recover by all lawful ways and means, the 
feveral Tolls, Rates, and Duties hereinafter mentioned, for and in refpedt of 
Pafiengers, Merchandizes, and other Articles to be carried on the laid Navigation, 
including the Inland Canals adjoining and parallel thereto ; — 

That is to fay, That immediately on the execution of a Contraft or Agreement for 
the execution of the faid work, or as foon after as conveniently may be, they .(hall be 
paid the fum of One thoufand pounds, part of the aforefaid fum of Forty thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen (hillings and feven pence, towards their reim- 
burfement of the fums expended by them in making furveys and foundings of the 
River Shannon, and plans for the perfedtion and improvement of the Navigation 
thereof, and of propofed Inland Canals parallel to faid River, and communicating 
therewith, provided the Grand Canal Company fnall prove to the fatisfadtion of the 
Diredtors General the expenditure of a fum to that amount at leaft, and that they 
fhall be paid three-fourth parts of all fuch fums as they fhall prove in manner hereafter 
mentioned to have expended previous to the time of the execution of fuch Contradl 
or Agreement, in or towards the profecution of the faid work according to the faid 
Eftimate, and the true intent and meaning of this Propofal. 

That the refidue of the faid fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirty-four 
pounds eighteen fhillings and feven pence, being 1 hi ty-nine thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-four pounds eighteen fhillings and feven pence, fnall be paid by Inftalments 
of Five thoufand pounds each from time to time, as further fums to that or a greater 
amount fhall be expended by them in the execution of the work, provided that they 
fhall not be entided to receive by any fuch payrnencs more than three equal fourth 
parts of fuch fums as they fhall have fo expended, until the whole of the faid work 
fhall be completed and finifbed as aforefaid, to be proved as hereinafter mentioned, 
whereupon they fhall receive and be paid the remaining fourth-part or balance of their 
Expenditure thereon, not exceeding, together with the aforefaid fum of One thoufand 
pounds, and fuch intermediate payments, in the whole the net fum of Forty thoufand 
fix hundred and thirty-four pounds eighteen (hillings and feven pence. 

That, for the purpofe of entitling the Grand Canal Company to receive and be paid 
fuch fums and balance as aforefaid, their expenditure on the faid works from time to 
time fhall be afcertained and proved to the fatisfadtion of the Diredtors General, by 
the oaths of their principal Engineer for the time being employed in that work, and 
of their Treafurer or Pay CJerk for the time being, accompanied with a Certificate in 
writing of their Chairman or Deputy Chairman annexed to the Accounts of fuch Ex- 
penditure, that the fums mentioned therein have been expended on the faid works as 
therein fet forth, including in fuch Accounts of expence, the falaries of Engineers, 
.Superintendents, Overfeers, Accountants, and pay Clerks employed in or for the 
execution or carrying on the laid works. 

That in ftating or proving their Expenditure on the work for the purpofe of en- 
titling themfelves to the payment of the aforefaid fums or balance, they fhall not be 
bound to (hew that the fpecific or precife fum in the Eftimate of the expence of each 
■or any article or part of the work hath been expended on that particular article or 
part of the work, provided the fums or balance claimed fhall have been expended on 
any part or parts of the works deferibed in the faid Eftimate, except refpedting Har- 
bours as hereinbefore mentioned ; and that the fums to be claimed or paid in refpedt 
-to the completion of the whole of the work taken together, fhall not exceed the 
169. Pd aforefaid- 
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aforefaid fum of Forty thoufand fix hundred and thirtv-four pounds eighteen lhillings 
and feven pence. ’ 6 

If the expence of completing the faid Navigation Ihould happen to exceed the fum 
before-mentioned of Forty thoufand fix hundred . and thirty-four pounds eighteen 
findings and feven pence, including the faid fum of One thoufand pounds, fuch exceed- 
ing (hall be at the charge of the Grand Canal Company. 

That the Grand Canal Company (hall admit into the faid Navigation the junction of 
any new Canal or Canals which may be hereafter propofed, from the Weil or Connaught 
fide of the River Shannon. 

That the Toils mentioned in the Schedule hereunto annexed (hall and may be 
taken by the Grand Canal Company upon the faid Navigation : — 

Provided that none of the (aid Tolls, Rates, or Duties, (hall be chargeable upon, or 
payable, for the Goods or other Articles or matter belonging to the Owner or 
Occupier of Lands adjoining to any part of the faid Navigation, being the produce of 
fuch lands, or intended for the cultivation or improvement therof, or lor confumption 
thereon, which (ball be carried on the faid Navigation, un'lefs the boat carrying fuch 
Goods, Articles, or matter (hall pafs through a Lock, in which cafe fuch Goods, 
Ai tides, or other matter (hall be liable to and chargeable with the payment of the 
like Toils, Rates, and Duties per ton per mile, as all other Goods, Articles, or matters 
of the like nature are liable to and chargeable with refpeCtively as aforefaid ; the 
amount thereof to be computed on the whole didance fuch Goods, Articles, or other 
matters belonging to the Owners or Occupiers of fuch Lands (hall be carried’ between 
the place of lading or embarking the lame in any boat, and the place where the fame 
(hall be delivered or landed. 



That the Grand Canal Company, for ever, (hall not demand, take, or receive anv 
greater fum than the Tolls, Rates, Duties, or W harfage mentioned in the faid Schedule 
hereunto annexed, for the ufeof any cf the Wharfs or Quays to be made or condrudted 
on any pare of the faid Navigation, 

1 hat no other Toll, Rate, Duty, or Charge whatfoever, fave thofe in faid Schedule 
mentioned, (hall be demanded, taken, or received by them, or their fuecefl'ors, or 
any perion or , perfons in their fervice or employment, for or in refp.edt of the Car- 
riage on the (aid Navigation of any Pafiengers, Wares, Go; vis, Merchandizes, Com- 
mouities, Articles, or matters ( it being provided, that nochina to be contained in the 
Agreement to be entered into between the Diredor. General and the Grand Canal 
Company, (hall prevent the charging, impofing, levying, receiving, or recovering of 
and from the Owners of boats or perfons employed m navigating, the fame, fuch 
Charges, Fines, or Penalties as they (hall be bv Law, or by any Bye-laws or Orders 
to be lawfully made by the Grand Canal Company or their lucc’efibrs, chargeable 
with for obdrud.ng the faid Navigation, or (or damaging the works, or for anv 
mi (conduct or negled. 3 

That all perfons paying the Toil, Rates, Duties, and Charges before mentioned, 
and conforming to the Laws now in force relative to Inland Navigation, and to the 
Rules, Orders, and Bye-laws to be lawfully made or ordained by the Grand Canal 
Company, for regulating the condud of perfons, and the draft of the veficls water 
navigating on the laid Navigation, (hall have full and free liberty to navigate their 
boats upwards and downwards thereon, at their own free-will and pleafure, at all 
times, from an' hour before Sun-rife to an hour after... SunTet, without the hin- 
drance or interruption of the Grand Canal Company or their fucccllbrs, or their 
kryants or perfons in their employment} provided' that the Grand Canal Company 
(nail not under their Bye-laws or other wife, limit the burthen of vefiels to pafs 
throng, r this Navigation to a draught of water lefs than five feet fix inches. 

Provided always, that in cafe any Corn, Meal, Malt, Flo.ur> or Potatoes, (hall be 
carried in any boat on or through any pare of the faid Navigation, and the Owner 
thereof, . or the perfon or perfons navigating fuch boat, (hall pafs on, through, or out 
of the (aid Navigation, with, fuch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, on payment 
only of the Rate or Toll hereinafter mentioned of Ope Halfpenny per ton per mile 
by reafon or under pretence of an intent on his, her, or their part, that the fame (hall 
be carried to foe City o( Dublin, and it Avail afterwards happen that any part of fuch 
Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes,, exceeding one ton, (hall be delivered or 

unloaded 
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unloaded «lfe where, that then and in every fuC'h cafe it fhall be lawful to and for the 
Grand Canal Company and their fucceffors to prevent fuch boat from again entering 
into, or paffing through any part of the faid Navigation, until the Owner of fuch 
boat, or fome perfon on his behalf, fhall have paid to them, or feme perfon duly 
•authorized by them, a further Toll, Rate, or Duty of One Halfpenny per ton per 
•mile, to make up the full charge of One Penny per ton per mile, for or in refpedt of 
the Carriage of fuch Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, or Potatoes, on Or through the faid 
Navigation, or any part thereof. 

That, in order to afcertain the feveral points and boundaries within which fuch 
Tolls, Rates, and,Duties as aforefaid fhall be refpedlively demandable and chargeable 
as aforefaid, fufficient and permanent Landmarks fhall be as foon as conveniently 
may be, fixed at the aforefaid points or boundaries, with the concurrence of one of 
the Board’s .Engineers ; that is to fay, at the Northern extremity of Lough Derg, 
being about one mile more or lefs to the Southward of the bridge of Portumna, and 
at the Northern termination of the Athlone Canal, being about one mile more or 
lefs to the Northward of the bridge of Athlone. 

That their right to demand, take, receive, levy, and recover the aforefaid Tolls, 
Rates, and Duties refpedtively, fhall commence fo foon as the work fhall be com- 
pleted according to the contraft, and fo foon as a boat laden with at leaft forty tons, and 
drawing in fome part thereof at leaft five feet nine inches water, fhall have paffed 
•from one of the faid laft-mentioned points or places to the other of them, in the 
months of June or July, at the option of the Dire< 5 lors General. 

Accounts of the Trade and Tolls colledted upon this Navigation, Rated as accu- 
rately as the materials in their power will admit, fhall be returned by the Grand 
■Canal Company to the Diredtors General once a year, if they require it. 

That they and their fucceffors fhall at all times hereafter keep, retain-, pay, and 
employ a fufficient number of able and fkilful Lock-keepers, Affiflants, and other 
fervants, at or near every Lock on the faid Navigation and Canals, for the opening" 
and fhutting of the Sluices, Lock-gates, and Flood-gates, which they fhall be bound 
'to. open and Unit from an hour before Sun-rifing to an hour after Sun-fetring, when- 
ever the fame fhall be neceffary for the paffage or any boat navigating the Lid Na- 
vigation or Canals, without requiring or accepting any fee, perquifite, douceur, or 
reward for fo doing. ' 

That the Diredtors General fhall, immediately upon the execution of a C'oWtraft 
>or Agreement between them, for the completion by the Grand Canal Company of 
■faid Navigation, duly grant and convey to them and their fucceffors, the faid Navi- 
gation, arid all Lands and Tenements adjoining, and confidered as belonging or appur- 
tenant thereto, and as fuch, or othcrwife, now Veiled in the .Dircdtors General,- and all 
and every privilege, power, and authority now veiled in the Directors Genera! for the 
making and completing the Lid Navigation; and all and every fuch power and 
.authority, either in the narbe G.f the Grand Canal Company or their fucceffors, or in 
the names of the Directors Gencial, but at the rifque and expence of the Grand 
Canal Company, to fife for and recover the poffefTion of all and every the faid Lands 
.and Tenements, and to levy, fue for, and recover the aforefaid Tolls, Rares, Duties* 
and' Charges refpedtively. 

That the Diredors General fhall pay and fatisfy, or otherwife exonerate and in- 
demnify the Grand Canal Company and their fucceffors, from and againfl all claims 
and demands, of all Keepers of Locks or ocher works heretofore eredted on any part 
of the faid Navigation, or of the perfons having the care or poffefTion of any part of 
the faid Lands' or Tenements, for or in refpedl of any falary or falaries claimed to be 
due to them refpeclively., or otherwife, for their care or prefervation Of the faid Locks, 
Works, Lands, or Tenements, and from and againfl all demands and claims of any 
perfon or perfons, for or' in fefpedt of any damage ailedged to have been done to his, 
her, or their Lands or Tenements, before the firft day of May 1803, by reafon or 
means of the faid Navigation, or the making thereof, unlefs the fame fhall have 
.been occafioned by the works or workmen of the Grand Canal Company. 

The requifites of the Law to be complied with— the execution to be fecured as 
Counfel fhall .advife— fuch Accommodation Bridges to be made over the Inland 
-Canals. and Cuts which are now propofed to be executed, according to the Plans and 

Eft: mates 
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Eftimates laid before the Directors General, as are defcribed and mentioned therein 
refpe&ively — and fuch Accommodation Bridges as the Directors General fhall think 
requifite, not exceeding one at the diftance of every half mile, to be made over fuch 
further or other Inland Canals or Cuts (if any) as may be made for the perfecting or 
improving faid Navigation — with regulations, as ufual in other Contracts, or as 
Counfel fhall deem necefiary. 

The referved fourth-part of the expenditure to be paid when the whole fhall be 
completed as before-mentioned, at which time their right of collecting Tolls fhall 
commence. 



SCHEDULE to which the annexed Propofal refers, dating the 
Tolls and Duties intended to be taken on the Navigation therein 
mentioned j viz. 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile on all Corn, Meal, Malt, 
Flour, and Potatoes, coming to Dublin by any Inland Navigation : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile on the fame Articles, not coming 
to Dublin : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile for Slates, not to exceed the fum 
of Two Shillings per ton for any diftance : 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile on Coals: 

A fum not exceeding One Halfpenny per ton per mile upon Turf and Manure, not 
to exceed Sixpence per ton for any diftance : 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile upon all other Goods carried upon 
the faid Navigation, either upwards or downwards: 

A fum not exceeding One Penny per mile for each Paflenger. 

For all Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, Commodities, Articles, or matter, except 
Turf and Manure, which fhall be depofited on any of the faid Wharfs or Quays, and 
fhall remain there longer than Forty-eight hours, a Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage, 
not exceeding One Penny per ton per day for every day after fuch forty-eight hours, 
during any part whereof the fame fhall remain on any fuch Wharf or Quay, and for all 
Turf and Manure which fhall be depofited on any of the faid Wharfs or Quays, a Toll, 
Rate Duty, or Wharfage, not exceeding Two Pence per ton for and in refpeft of the 
fame’ being depofited thereon, and a further Toll, Rate, Duty, or Wharfage of Two 
Pence per ton per day for every day after the firft day the fame or any part thereof fhall 
remain on fuch Wharf or Quay. 

We humbly recommend the foregoing Propofal to the confideration of your 
Excellency, and of the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, and if it fhall receive your 
approbation, we fhall proceed to enter into Contrad accordingly with the Grand 
Canal Company in fuch form as Counfel fhall advife. 

We have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

r S. Hamilton. 

(Signed) < Hans Blackwood . 

i Fran 1 ‘French. 
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Navigation-office, 27th Auguft 1804. 

: ! Sir, 

The Direftors General of Inland Navigation requeft that fomeof the Directors of 
r.the Grand Canal Company will he pleafed to call upon the Board in iVLrr non- (freer, 
at twelve o’clock, either to-morrow or Wednelday, as fnall be moft convenient 
, to them. 

.1 have the honour to be. 

See. & c. 8c c. 

(Signed) Hairy R. Paine, 

IDaniel JBagot, 'Efq. in-- the abfence of the Secretary. 

.&c. &c. &c. 



‘ Grand Canal Houfe, 27th Auguft 1804. 

: Sir, 

In anfvver to your' letter of this day, I have the honour to acquaint- you,- that the 
;next Meeting of the Directors of the Grand Canal Company will be to-morrow at 
t one 6’ clock, and, if that hour will be convenient to the Directors General, a Deputa- 
tion from the Diredtors will wait on them immediately on their meeting; but, if that 
:hour-wilI not be perfeftly convenient to your Board, fome of the Directors will call 
‘ upon them on Wednefday, at .12 o’clock precifely. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble 1 Servant, 

'Henry R. Paine, Efq. (Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec y . 

.-&c. &c. &c. 



iNavigation-office, :28 th Auguft 1804, 
Sir, 

I this morning had the honour :to receive your letter in anfwer to mine of yefter- 
day, and I am directed to acquaint you, that the Board of Directors General will be 
-.ready to fee the Deputation from the Directors of the Grand Canal Company this day,, 
at one o’clock. 

.1 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

iDaniel Bagot, Efq. in the abfence of the SecX. 

~&c. &C.&C. 



'To the Directors General of Inland Navigation. 

The Memorial of Sir Laurence Parfons, Baronet, and Thomas Bernard, Efq. 
Reprefentatives of the King’s County, on behalf of themfelves, and their 
Conftituents. 

Your Memorialifts beg leave to obferve, that they have been informed that -you 
•have caufed the Tolls on the Royal Canal, and thofe on the. Navigation of the river 
Barrow, to be reduced to-the rate of One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile on all 
■ Corn, Meal, Malr, Flour, and 'Potatoes,- going to Dublin. 

That by an Adf, pafied by the Irifh Parliament in the twenty ninth year of His 
‘Majefty’s Reign,, the fame Articles, brought to Dublin by rhe Grand Canal from any 
;place ten miles below Athy and Banagher refpedliveiy, ‘(hall pay - no higher Toll than 
iOne Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile, though the Toll previoufty allowed and 
-.taken was Three Pence per ton per mile. 

That the Inhabitants of the King’s County are obliged now to pay for the Car- 
riage of the -faid Articles to Dublin the heavy Toil of Three Pence per cop 
,per mile. 

.769. .Ee Your 
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Your Memorialifts are further informed, that a Treaty was fome time ago on 
foot between you and the Grand Canal Company, for purchafing a Reduction of the 
Tolls on the faid Articles, on that part of the Grand Canal which is now fubjedl to 
the faid heavy Toll of Three Pence per ton per mile, but which Treaty, your Me- 
morialifts have heard, with regret, has been broken off. Your Memorialifts there- 
fore requeft to be informed, what fteps have been taken for effectuating the faid 
Reduction, and to what caufe the failure of the completion of fuch a ufeful meafure 
is to be afcribed, by which the Inhabitants of their County labour at prelent under 
fuch a peculiar difadvantage. 

/{.' jn \ L. Parjons. 

Parlonstown, ^ '° ne ' \ Tho\ Bernard, Jun. 

Auguft 15th 1804. 



Navigation-office, 29th Auguft 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation are honoured with your application 
refpeCting the Reduction of Tolls on feveral of the Navigable Canals, and defiring to 
be informed, what fteps have been taken for effectuating a Reduction of Tolls on the 
Grand Canal, and to what caufe the failure of the completion of fuch an ufeful mea- 
fure is to be afcribed ; and I am directed by the Board to acquaint you, — 

That on the 9th of February 1802, the Board propofed to the Grand Canal 
Company, to give them One hundred and thirty thoufand pounds for a Reduction 
of their Tolls from Three Pence to One Penny per ton per mile on Corn or Grain, 
Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes. 

This Propofal the Grand Canal Company rejeded, demanding Two hundred and 
feventy thoufand pounds ; and the Board, on the part of the Public, rejeded that 
demand, as being extravagant. Other terms were fuggefted by the Board, to which 
the Company would not agree, and propofitions were offered by the Company, which 
the Board conceived did not carry adequate advantages to the Public. The Board 
will not trouble you with the voluminous detail of thefe matters, which are all fully 
ftated in the Correfpondence to be laid before the Houfe of Commons on their next 
fitting, in confequence of a motion made by Mr. Bernard. All negociation has 
ceafed, and the Grand Canal Company have not, immediately by themfelves, moved 
the matter further, fo that the meafure is entirely dropped. 

The Board, with great refpeCt, beg leave to apprize you, that by the engagements 
made on other Navigations, the Reduction of thofe Tolls upon the Grand Canal is 
now a matter of lefs general conlequence than it was heretofore ; and that if the Grand 
Canal Company think fit to renew the negociation, it muft be confidered as a new 
propofition. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Sir Laurence Parfons, Bart. in the abfence of the Secretary, 

and I ho 5 Bernard, Efq. 

JReprefentatives of the 
King’s County. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 19th September 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have learned, with confiderable regret, that fome very important variations 
are propofed to be made by the Lords of the Treafury in the Agreement for making 
part of the river Shannon navigable, which we entered into with you, founded on 
our Propofal, accepted in an unqualified manner by Mr. Wickham on the part of 
His Majefty’s Government, and afterwards ratified in due form by his Excellency 
/the Lord Lieutenant. 

We underftand that the propofed variations from the original Agreement are— 
iff. A fpecific, in place of a general guarantee, againft all Claims that may be 
made on the property formerly held by the Commiffioners of Inland Navigation, 
which was conveyed to the Grand Canal Company by the Agreement above 
mentioned. 

2dly. 
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sdly. That the Toll on Coal, which Hands at the reduced rate of One Halfpenny 
<per ton per mile, fhould be further limited, fo as not to exceed One. Shilling and 
Two Pence for any diftance the fame may be carried on the faid Navigation. 

And, daftly, that although by our Agreement with you above alluded to, the Toll 
on Corn, Meal, Malr, Flour, and Potatoes, was generally fixed at the rate of One 
Penny per ton per mile, with an exception in favour of Corn, &c. brought to Dub- 
lin, which was to be liable to no more than One Halfpenny per ton per mile ; it is 
now required, that the Toll on faid Articles, carried either upwards or downwards on 
faid Navigation, (hall be reduced to the rate of One Halfpenny per ton per mile. 

We defire that you will be pleafed to recoiled, that we have now, for nearly the 
term of one whole year, been carrying on the works on the river Shannon out of our 
own funds, on the faith of the foregoing Agreement with His Majefty’s Govern- 
ment, which Agreement was fo fully underftood to be conclufive,. as well in the 
Military as the Civil Departments of the State, that we have received and a£ted 
upon feveral Communications with the Engineer Department, relative to the Military 
Works carrying on for internal defence in the river Shannon. 

In a former letter, previous to faid Agreement, we acquainted you that we were 
no way anxious to undertake the great and difficult work in which we are fince em- 
barked ; and that the only motive we had for proposing to undertake it was, that we 
conceived ourfelves better prepared to complete it, in a perfed and fatisfadory man- 
ner, than any other body of men in this kingdom, and that it was anobjedof 
importance to us that the works ffiould be conftruded upon luch a fcale of ftrength 
and perfedion, as to be able to refill the effeds of Storm and Floods,. without pro- 
ducing any interruption in the Navigation. We entertain the fame fentiments on this 
fubjed at prefent; but although the experience we have obtained fince we com- 
menced the work has fully convinced us, that the execution thereof will coft nearly 
One-third more than the Eftimate for which we have engaged to complete it; and 
although we are morally certain that the Tolls on the Navigation, at leaft for many 
years to come, will not be fufficient to reimburfe the expence of repairs and fuper- 
intendence ; yet, having made the bargain (however improvidently) we by no means 
wifti to retrad our engagement, provided you are empowered immediately to fulfil 
your part thereof; and, as evidence of this difpofidon, we Ihould be inclined, in addi- 
tion to the many conceffions already made to you, to concede the two firft Articles 
above recited, if we were fatisfied that no further alteration fhould be propofed ; but 
in refped to the third Article, above ftated, we pofitively refufe to accede to it under 
any modification whatever. _ 

With the crreateft refped, we entreat you will not confider this as an hatty deter- 
mination,. or° the refult of irritability. The Diredors, who were in Dublin at the 
time of the firft intimation to them of the objedions to the Agreement already ftated, 
were unanimous on the fubjed; but they deemed it their duty, in a matter of fuch 
importance, to defer communicating their fentiments upon it to you, until they had 
an opportunity of confulting fome of the Members of the Board who were then 
abfent ; and, being now {lengthened with their entire approbation, they deem it their 
duty to acquaint you with their fixed refolution not to proceed any further with the 
works, unlefs you are pleafed to fulfil the Agreement as entered into by you under 
the approbation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, with only the modifications 
to which we have now confented. We alfo deem it our duty to apprize you of the 
confequences which muft refult to the works, if the water fhould be fuffered to rife 
upon them before they are completed ; the Machinery would be deftroyed, and the 
Mafonry blown up, and the whole Navigation choaked in fuch a way, as that it 
would be impoffible in the courfe of another year, and at an immenfe expence, to 
reftore the works to their prefent ftate, and for which increafed expence, in cafe we 
Ihould be hereafter induced to refume the works, we muft look for reimburfement. 

Upon the faith of the Agreement, as above ftated, and under the authority and 
fandlion of your Board, with the approbation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
we have proceeded in expending for the public benefit upwards of Twenty thoufand 
Pounds of our own money : It now requires a further expenditure of about One 
hundred and fifty Pounds per day to carry on the works, with the befl economy, 
which is only confiflent with expedition. We are unable to proceed farther, unlefs 
our Agreement with you fhall be concluded in legal form, fo as to entitle us to re- 
° reive 
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ceive the money we have expended without any further delay ; ffiould any untoward 
circumltance prevent this being done, we muft (with whatever regret) put a (fop to 
the works; but in doing fo, we fhali, as far as may be within our. power, endeavour 
to dimmifh the injury which the Public muft Main by our relinquilhing the further 
pro edition of them. We, therefore, hereby offer to deliver up to your charge the 
whole of the works already executed, together with all materials for building, and 
an our Pumps, Mills, and other Machinery ; all which, in confequence of our Agree- 
ment, and the fubfequent infraction of it, we confider ourfelves entitled to be paid for 
by you, and we are ready to produce the neceffary Vouchers for the whole of our 
expenditure thereon; and /hall take care that our Officers fhali give to your Agents 
every poffible affiftance, to prevent, as far as may be, any lofs or injury arifin^ to the 
Public from this tranfaCtion. 



The Directors General of 
Inland Navigation. 



.By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec 7 . 



Sir, 



■Navigation-office, coth September 1804. 



In confequence of the orders of the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’^ 
Treaiury, fignified by your letter of the 24th of Auguft laft, the Directors General 
having waited upon their Lordfhips on Monday the 27th of Auguft, did then receive.a 
•verbal communication of their Lordfhips fentiments .refpeCting the Agreement pro^ 
pofed between the Grand -Canal Company and this Board, for making the. River 
Shannon navigable from Lough Rhea.to Lough Derg; the Directors- General, pur- 
fuant to orders then received, did, without delay, endeavour to negociate with the 
Directors of the Grand Canal Company for a limitation of the Toll upon, Coals,. fuch 
as is made upon Slates, for a remiffion of the article of. indemnification againft any 
■demands which may hereafter be made by Proprietors of lands adjoining the Shannon 
for trelpafs or damage, and for the reduction of the Toll or' One Penny per ton per 
• mile upon Corn, Malt, Meal, .Flour, and Potatoes, carried. upon the.faid intended 
Navigation, and not afterwards carried to Dublin, to .One Halfpenny. Soon after fuch 
communication, one of the Grand Canal -Diredors verbally acquainted '‘the. Board’s 
Chairman, that they would confent to the limitation upon Coals, and would give up 
ihe Indemnification againft the Landho]ders on the Shannon; but that they were 
unammoufly refolved againft the Redudion the Board defired upon Corn, &c. . of 
which the Board’s Chairman, the .fame day, .informed the Lords Commiffioners of 
His Majefty’s 1 reafury. 1 he Diredois General heard no more upon the fubjeCt 
Lorn that time till this day, when they received a letter from the Grand Canal 
Company, dated yefterday, which had been left vefterday evening at.the houfe.of their 
■ Chairman. 

I am commanded by the. Diredors General to fend -you the, inclofed. copy of that 
.letter, which you will be pleafed to day before the Lords -Commiffioners of His 
.Majefty’s Treafury, with the Board’s requeft to know their pleafur.e. 

You will be pleafed alio to inform their Lordfhips, that, .in purfuance of their 
.Lordfhips defire, the Board did immediately dired a cafe to be laid ..before His 
.Majefty s Attorney General and Robert French, .Efquir.e, w.idi.refpeCt to the legality 
of tne Board s condud on two points of the before-mentioned Agreement that 
the Board have . not .yet .received the opinion of the Attorney General, who is in 
the country, but as foon as they do, , it .fhali be immediately lubmicted to the-ir 
iLordmips. 



By Order of the Directors General. 



The Honourable George Cavendiffi, 
Sec 7 to the Lords Commiffioners.of 
J 3 is Majefty’s Treafury. 



(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

in the abfence of the Secretary, 
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Navigation-office, 20th September 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

I am commanded by the Direftors General to acquaint you, that they have 
received your letter, dated yefterday, refpedting the variations which you have learned 
are propofed to be made by the Lords of the Treafury, in the Agreement for making 
part of the River Shannon navigable. _ . 

The Board have laid a copy of your letter before their Lorciihips, and wait to know 

their pleafure. ^ Order of the Dire&ors General. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine , 

The Diredtors of in the abfence of the Secretary. 

The Grand Canal Company. 



Navigation-office, 4th Ottober 1804. 



Sir, 



i am direfted by the Board to fend you the inclofed copy of a Cafe relative to 
points arid no- upon the Agreement concluded between the Directors General and 
the Grand Canal Company, for making the Shannon Navigation between Lough 
Dere and Lough Rhea, with copies of the Opinions of the Right honourable the 
Attorney General and Robert French, Efquire, thereon ; which you will be pleafed to 
lay before the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury, with the Board s 
requeft to know their Lordffiips further pleafure. 
n I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Henry R. Paine, 

Honble. Geo. Cavendifh, i" abrencc of thc Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 



CASE. 

Bv an Ad, paired in Ireland in the 40th year of the prefent reign, intituled," An 
" Aft for granting to His Majefty the firm of £. 500,000 for promoting Inland 
“ Navigation in Ireland, and for the other purpofes therein mentioned, and for 
« authorizing the raifing of the faid Sum by Loan a Board was conftltuted of five 
Diredorsof all Works relating to Inland Navigation in Ireland, and for the improve- 
ment of the Port and Harbour of Dublin, who fhouid have full power and authority to 
order, dired, regulate, and appoint all matters and things whatfoever, in any manner 
relating to the making, furthering, and completing of any Canals and Works relating 
to Inland Navigation, towards the defraying of the expences of which any public 
money ihould be applied. And it is by faid Ad, among other things enafted. 
That no aid out of any public money (hall be given for making any new Canal or 
“ Works, or altering or completing 3ny Canal already begun, or any W orks relating 
« thereto, or for improving the Port or Harbour of Dublin, unlefs the icheme 
ft thereof ihall have been laid before the faid Directors, and approved of by them, 
“ nor unlefs the fame [ball have been approved of by the Lord Lieutenant or other 
“ Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, and by three of the Commiffioners of His 

“ Maiefty’s Treafury , . . . , 

The Grand Canal Company fome time fince entered into a negociation with the 
Diredors General of Inland Navigation, for making the Navigation of the Shannon 
between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea, which negociation hath lately ended in an 
Aoreemenc, of which the following is one of the articles: “ That, immediately on the 
■‘ execution of a Contrad or Agreement for the execution of the faid Work, or as 
«< foon after as conveniently may be, they fhall be paid the lum of One thoufand 
“ pounds, part of the aforefaid film of £.40, 634. I*. 7- towards the reimburfement 
“ of the fums expended by them in making Surveys and Soundings of the river 
“ Shannon, and Plans for the pc: fiction and improvement of the navigation thereof, 
j 6 5 . Ff ' 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1 14 APPENDIX to REPORT from COMMITTEE 

and of propofed Inland Canals parallel to Paid River, and communicating therewith, 
te P rovided c * ie Grand Canal Company fhali prove to the fatisfadlion of the Diredtors 
t General the Expenditure of a fum to that amount at lead, and that they fhali be 
t ' t paid pi ree- fourth parts of all fuch fums as they (hall prove in manner hereafter 
■ cf me " £loned to have expended, previous to the time of the execution of l'uch Concradl 
or Agreement in or towards the profecution of the faid work, according to the faid 
Estimate, and the true intent and meaning of this Propofal.” 

It is necefl'ary here to Hate, that the inducements to the infertion of the foregoino- 
article in the faid Agreement between the Diredlors General and the Grand Canal ConS 
pany, were as follows : The Grand Canal Company having of themfelves, and without 
authority from the Diredors General, proceeded far in the execution of works upon the 
bhannon, particularly at Cloneenogue Lock, for the improving the Navigation of a 
part thereof moft convenient to the Grand Canal ; and having expended a confiderable 
um thereon, and being encouraged by the progrefs of the Agreement afterwards 
adj ulted with faid j^iredors General, and by the probability of its being confirmed, to 
proceed in the faid works, which conftitute a part of and are included in the Eftimate of 
the works referred to in faid Agreement; the Diredtors General deemed it equitable 
(upon a combined confideration of the feveral particulars contained in the laid 
Agreement) that the Grand Canal Company (notwithRanding their having engaged 
10 laid works without the authority of the Direftors General) fliould be allowed the 
charge ot their works then already executed, which at all events were necefl'ary, and 
mult have been done before the Navigation of the Shannon could be completed, and 
riom which the Public will receive the full advantage. 

It is to be obferved, that the faid Agreement may be confidered as including a 
conditional purchafe of the works executed, and that only three-fourths of die 
executed ^ ^ Um ** tJie whole works contradled for fhali be faithfully 

The faid Agreement has been, according to Law, laid out. before his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury, for 
their approbation. 1 

But a uoubt having arifen, whether the Diredtors General have power to make an 
Agreement, in which is comprehended an allowance or advance for* works already in 
part executed ; — 1 

Your Opinion is requeued as to the powers of the Diredtors General in this refpect 
and whether they are fufficiently warranted by Law in the foregoing article, part of faid 
Agreement, provided the fame (hall be approved of by the Lord Lieutenant and the 
Lords of His Majelty’s Treafury. 

When the final Agreement (hall have received the approbation of the Lord 
Lieutenant and the Lords of the 1 reafury, it, together with the draft of the Contradt 
to be founded on it, will be laid before you, that the fame may be fettled according to 
Law, before it fhali be executed by the Directors. ° 

And by faid Adi of the 40th of the King, it is further enadted, “ That the faid 
" D ' re &ors General fhali have full power to contradt with all Bodies Corporate or 
“ otherwife, and with ail Individuals, for the joint execution of any work, for 
“ the purchafe or rent of Lands or Tenements, necefl'ary for the carrying on of 
“ an y Navigation, and for the purchafe of Tolls now levied or intended to be & levied 
<c on any Canal made or to be made in Ireland, or any part thereof ; and that all fuch 
“ Bodies Corporate fhali be empowered to fell their Lands, Tenements, or Tolls or 
44 any part thereof, to the faid Diredtors.” J 

The Diredtors General deeming themfelves juftified, under the general powers 
mi ft | d * Vh en \. bj i f £ ldNavi § atl0 . n 4 61 ’ and conceiving their particular powers to be 
illuftrated by the laft foregoing fedhon of the fame Adi, which empowers them to 
contradt for the purchafe of Tolls or any part thereof, and taking for their guidance 
the Adis of the Legiflature in this refpedl, particularly the feventeenth Claufe of the 
Adi of the twenty-ninth of His prefent Majefty ( ,789) whereby the Tolls upon the 
Grand Canal are eventually to be reduced from Three Pence to One Penny Half- 
penny upon Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin, together with the 
preferent attention of the Navigation Adi before-mentioned to the communication 
Eetween Lublin and the river Shannon, and confidering that the elpecial redudtion 

of 
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sof Tolls on thofe articles fo coming to Dublin would give the country more ad- 
vantage of the great market of Dublin, would better provide for the fubfiftence of 
•the Metropolis, and would draw the fupply for exportation to that Port, which would 
•afford the readied and mod beneficial communication through the United Kingdom .; 
and alfo, confidering that the greater didance of Dublin from the Shannon, would 
neceffarily induce a greater total amount of Tolls than upon the fame articles going 
to any other place, did require that the Tolls on the faid new Navigation of the 
Shannon for the -faid articles coming to Dublin, fliould be no more than One Half- 
penny per ton per mile, while the Toll upon the fame articles going to any other part 
might be One Penny ; and accordingly, in the Schedule annexed to the faid Agree- 
ment concluded between them and the Grand Canal Company, the following articles 
are inferted ; viz. “ That the Toll to be taken on all Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and 
<c Potatoes, coming to Dublin by any Inland Navigation, lb all be a fum not exceeding 
“ One Halfpenny per ton per mile.” 

And that the Toll to be taken on the fame Articles, not coming to Dublin, fhall be 
a fum not exceeding One Penny per ton per mile. 

Obferve, that the Grand Canal have power, and do conftantly exercife fuch power, 
to adjuff their Tolls according to their own policy, not exceeding the fum allowed by 
Law, and that the Article before-mentioned of the Agreement operates to a limita- 
tion of Toll, which appears to the Directors General to be of beneficial policy to 
the general intereft of the United Kingdom. Obferve alfo, that the ( fame is connedted 
with, and involved in the entire fyftem of the faid Agreement, all the parts of which 
were with much difficulty and contention brought together to a conclufion. 

But a doubt having arifen, whether the faid Directors General have power to make 
any fuch diftindtion, and whether they are not bound to confider merely the Tolls to 
be taken on the particular Navigation agreed for, without reference to the deftina 
tion of Goods, after they fhall have quitted that Navigation ; — 

Your opinion js likewife requefted, Whether the Diredtors General are fufficiently 
warranted by Law, in faid laft recited Article contained in the Schedule annexed to 
faid Agreement, as forming part thereof, provided the fame fliall receive the appro- 
bation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords Commiffioners of His 
Majefty’s Treafury. 

[See faid Navigation Adt of the 40th of the King, and 
copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Inland Navi- 
gation Beard, herewith fent.] 

I have confidered the two points fubmitted to my confideration, and am of opinion. 
That the Diredtors General were fully empowered to enter into the Agreements which 
have been made. 

(Signed) Standijh O' Grady, 

September 25th 1804. 

M. P. 

I think that the moft enlarged and liberal conftrudtion fliould be given to the Adt 
of the 40th of the prefent King, in order to carry into effedt .the great and general 
intent of the Legiflature, which was the promoting Inland Navigation throughout 
all Ireland. 

There appear to me to be two points referred to Counfel by this Cafe, iff. 
Whether the Diredtors General are warranted by the Adt of the 40th of the King, 
<c In agreeing to grant aid to the Grand Canal Company, to reimburfe them for 
<c works partly done by that Company, previous to any Agreement, but which were 
“ done in contemplation of an Agreement with the Diredtors, and whilff in Treaty?” 
adly. Whether the Diredtors General are warranted, under the general power given 
to them by the 22d fedtion of the Adt, “ To contradt for the Redudtion or Purchafe 
“ of Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, coming to Dublin by Inland 
“ Navigation, without reference to any particular Navigation ?” 

As to the firft point, my opinion is, That the Agreement is confident with the 
great objedt and defign of the Adt, it promoting Inland Navigation without a doubt; 
and I think, that this Agreement is confident with the Letter of the Adt, for the 10th 
fedtion (which relates to this point) does not require that the Scheme fhall be. laid 

before 
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before the Diredors before the works are commenced, but only that no aid fhall be 
given, unlefs the Scheme fhall be laid before the Directors, and approved of by the 
Lord Lieutenant, and Commifiioners of the Treafury. 

As to the fecond point, the claufe in the 22d fedion is general, enabling the 
Directors to contract for Tolls levied, or to be levied, on any Canal made or to be 
made, and is not reflridive to the particular Navigation agreed for, and accordingly, 
the claufe above flated in this Cafe to have been inferted in the Agreement, is 
proper, and I think confiflent with the powers of the Directors. 

Robert French. 
nth Sept r 1804. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 6th Odober 1804, 

Gentlemen, 

Not having been honoured with any definitive anfwer from you on the fubjed 
of our letter of the 19th ult. we think it necefiary to acquaint you, that being un- 
able, without any reimburfement, to fupport the immenfe daily expenditure which 
our extended line of works on the river Shannon required, in addition to the other 
great demands upon us at this moment, we have been under the necefiity of difcon- 
tinuing the works at Athlone and Shannon Bridge; but in doing fo, we have ufed 
the utmofl precaution to prevent as much as poflible any material injury being done 
to the Machinery already erected thereon, and we have employed proper perfons to 
keep charge of the fame, and of the materials laid down, in' order that the whole may 
be delivered over to you, in confequence of the non-completion -of our Agreement. 
We have alfo made different apertures in the Dams, for thepurpole of reftoring the 
former imperfed Winter Navigation of the River at thofe places. 

We deem it, necefiary further to acquaint you, that we have made an effort (per- 
haps beyond what prudence would warrant) to continue, for a few days longer, the 
works at Banagher and Cloneenogue, as the fituation they are in is fuch, that, if they 
were now relinquifhed, they would be utterly deflroyed. 

We muff add that, unlefs you fhall be authorized to give us a fatisfadory anfwer 
to the letter above alluded to, we fhall be under, the painful necefiity of immediately 
relinquifhing thofe works alfo ; but, in doing fo, we fhall obferve the fame confidera- 
tion for the Public which we have in retiring from the works at Athlone and 
Shannon Bridge. 

We are fenfible, however, and it is therefore our duty to acquaint you with the 
circumftance, that no precaution we can take at Banagher and Cloneenogue can 
prevent the works at thofe places from being deflroyed, and the Navigation of the 
river Shannon from being (hut up for another year, if our exertions at thofe places 
fhould be difcontinued for a day, and, that two months further exertion on them will 
complete the Navigation between Dublin and Killaloe ; the value and importance of 
which, at this crifis, we leave to you and to His Majefly’s Government to 
appreciate. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec y . 

Diredors General of 
Inland Navigation. 



Navigation-office, 6th Odober 1804. 
Sir, 

The Diredors General of Inland Navigation have received a letter, dated this 
day, from the Grand Canal Company, further refpeding their Agreement for the 
Navigation of the Shannon ; and I am direded to fend you the inclofed copy thereof, 
and to requefl you will lay the fame before the Lords Commiflioners of His Ma- 
jefly’s Treafury, and requefl their Lordfhips will be pleafed to fignify their plea- 
fure thereupon. 

By Order of the Diredors General. 

The Honble. George Cavendifh, Henry R. Paine , 

Secretary to the Lords Com- in the abfence of the Secretary, 

mifiioners of Plis Majefly’s 
T reafury. 
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Navigation -office, 6th October 1804. 

Sir, . 

The Board having received your letter, dated this day, by order of the Grand 
Canal Company, further refpedbing their Agreement for the Shannon Navigation : 

I am direded to acquaint you, for the information of the Company, that the Board 
have laid a copy thereof before the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Daniel Bagot, Efq. in the abfence of the Sec y . 

Secretary to The Grand Canal Company. 



Navigation-office, 3d November 1S04. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received a letter from John Hughes, Efq. Secretary to the 
Barrack Mafter General, Rating, that it has been reprefented that great inconvenience 
is experienced by the troops in Athlone, from not receiving their fuel at the Barrack 
Stores there, and which is caufed by the non-completion of the works at the con- 
tiguous Canal, and requeuing the Board’s permiffion for the Barrack Department to 
proceed in the execution of a Trackway, whereby the turf-boats might be conveyed 
by ropes, and the fuel delivered into the Barrack Yard. 

And I am di reded to acquaint you, that the Board have written to Mr. Hughes, 
that they will with the greateft pleafure comply with the defire of the Barrack 
Department, provided it {hall not interfere with the terms of the Agreement now 
depending between this Board and you ; and the Board defire to know, whether you 
confider that the permiffion before-mentioned will interfere with the depending 
Agreement for the Navigation of the Shannon ? 

By Order of the Board. 

Diredors of (Signed) /- Villiam Gregory. 

The Grand Canal Company. 

Grand Canal Houfe, 7th November 1804* 

Gentlemen, 

We yefterday had the honour to receive your letter of the 3d inftant, Rating, 
that you had received a letter from John Hughes, Efq. Secretary to the Barrack 
Mafter General, Rating, that it had been reprefented that great inconvenience was 
experienced by the Troops in Athlone, from not receiving their fuel at the Barrack 
Stores there, and which was caufed by the non-completion of the works at the con- 
tiguous Canal, and requefting your permiffion for the Barrack Department to proceed 
in the execution of a Trackway, whereby the turf-boats might be conveyed by ropes, 
and the fuel delivered into the Barrack Yard. That you had written to Mr. Hughes 
that you would with the greateft pleafure comply with the denre of the Barrack 
Department, provided if fhould not interfere with the terms of the Agreement now 
depending between you and us, and defiring to know whether we confider that the 
permiffion before-mentioned will interfere with the depending Agreement for the 
Navigation of the Shannon. 

We are under the neceffity of acquainting you, that in confequence of the refufal 
of the Lords of the Treafury to ratify the Agreement for making che river Shannon 
navigabLe, which had been actually concluded between you and us, under the appro- 
bation of His Majefty’s Government in Ireland, we confider the faid Agreement as 
null and void ; and we have, in confequence, retired from any further interference 
with the river Shannon at Athlone and Shannon Bridge; and we fhould in like man- 
ner have relinquiffied the works at Banagher and Cloneenogue, were we not fatisned 
that, had we done fb, the great expenditure which we have made there would have 
been loft to the Public by the entire deftru&ion of the works ; to avoid which, we 
are now proceeding with them, fo far as to place them in a ftate of lafety, which we 
hope to cfFe& in the courfe of a few weeks, when we {hall ftirniffi you with an 
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Account of our expenditure on the river Shannon, and which we hope you will have 
the goodnefs to put into a courfe of payment, and give directions to your Agents to 
take charge of the materials and machinery provided by us for executing the works. 

Under thefe circurnftanees, we do not conceive that we are entitled to interfere 
with any arrangements which., you may think fit to make or fanftion on the river 
Shannon. 

By Order of the Board. 

Directors General of (Signed) Daniel Bagot. Sec y . 

Inland Navigation. 



Navigation-office, 14th November 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Board, to requeft you will favour them with a Drawing or 
Sketch of the Line of the Grand Canal from Dublin and the LifFey to Athy, and to 
its junction with the Shannon, nocing the fituation of the Locks, Lye-byes, and 
Harbours, the feveral miles in its length, the different ftages or rcfting places, and 
each town and village in its neighbourhood, with a memorandum under each denomi- 
nation of its diftance from the verge of the Canal ; the Board do not defire the Sketch 
to be upon a fcale greater than half an inch to a mile. 

By Order of the Board. 

Directors of (Signed) William Gregory. 

The Grand Canal Company. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 30th November 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

Being ftill without an anfiver to our feveral letters on the fubjedt of the objec- 
tions that have been made by the Lords of the Treafury to the ratification of ouf 
Agreement with. you, for making part of the river Shannon navigable; and finding 
that a very material redu&ion of the Tolls, as before agreed on between you and us, 
is ftill infilled on by them, we are induced to modify our Propofal for the execution 
and prefervation of that work ; in doing which, we concede the points infifted on by 
the Lords of the Treafury, and have, in return, required nothing more than the 
carrying into effedl the principle originally fully underftood and agreed to between 
you and us; viz. That the whole charge of the work fhould be defrayed by the 
Public, upon an Eftimate of the probable expence thereof to be laid before you, 
the amount of which Eftimate Ihould be the limit of our demand for executing 
the fame. 0 

The Eftimate, which, together with our Propofal, we had the honour to lay before 
you on the 22d day of June 1803, amounted to no more than £. 40,634. 18. 7. 
including £. 1,000 to be paid for Surveys and Maps of the river Shannon. 

in the formation of that Eftimate, we conceived that our Engineer had made 
fufficient allowance for the increafed and increafing price of wages and materials, as 
well as for every probable contingency that could have arifen in the execution of fo 
extenfive and difficult an undertaking ; but we find that the exorbitant rates to which 
every fpecies of manual labour has lately arifen in the neighbourhood of Athlone and 
the other parts of the river Shannon (where the extent and importance of the works 
conftru&ing for National defence have made it neceffary to proceed with extraordinary 
vigour) have exceeded every idea which could have been formed on the fubjedt; and 
that confequently, his calculations on the moft material parts of the undertaking, 
notwithftanding every exertion in our power to economize in that refpeft, have fallen 
far fhort of the adlual expenditure ; befides which, many unforefeen difficulties have 
arifen in the execution, as far as it has gone, for which no adequate provifion was - 
made ; we have, therefore been under the necefiity of revifing and extendino our 
Eftimate, grounded on experience of the prices we have found it neceffary to pay for 
the feveral portions of the work which we have already executed, and including the 
unforefeen difficulties above alluded to, which we have had to encounter. 

We beg leave alfo to call your attention to the circumftance, that the place 
where the Grand Canal enters the. river Shannon, is fituate at the conflux of the 

Brufna 
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Brufna with that River, and where the Shannon, with the addition of the Brufna, much 
exceeds its ordinary breadth; and at the fame time to ftate to you, that fince we 
originally laid our Propofal before you, we have learned, that, without fome further 
improvements in the Shannon at and near that -place, it is extremely probable that the 
communication between the Grand Canal and the Southern part of the River and the 
town of Banagher, will be frequently impeded and delayed by high winds and different 
currents at the conflux of faid Rivers in time of ftorm and flood, and that we have 
alio learned that the Harbour propofed to be conftrudted on the weft fide of the river 
Shannon, near the town of Banagher (though indifpenfably neceffiry for' the trade to 
be carried on upon , that fide) is by no means fuitable for the trade of that town ; and 
that it is extremely definable that an Harbour fhould be conftrudted hearer thereto on 
the eaft fide of the River, of which we now lay a Plan before you, and the expence 
whereof we have added to our Eftimate, together with a further fum for rendering 
more perfect the communication between the entrance of the Canal and that Town, 
and alio the fouthern parts of the River by the branch of the Shannon, which is fiheltered 
.from the wefterly and north winds by B ullock I Hand, and other fmall Iflands to the 
.Southward, amounting in the whole to the fum of^. 65,195. 7. 6. 

If you think fit to accede to our Propofal, with the conceflions on our part, 
'before alluded to, and with fuch modifications in lieu thereof as before particularly 
mentioned, we fhall proceed in the undertaking with the fame economy and diligence 
which we have heretofore obferved in carrying on this work ; and, if any faving can be 
made therein, it will be for the benefit of the Public! 

We think it neceflary to repeat, what we have before on due confideration afierted, 
that to us it is no objedt to proceed on thefe works ; and that, if you fhould be pleafed 
to repay us the amount of our adtual Expenditure thereon, we fhall retire from them 
with infinite fatisfadtion ; as, in truth, we are convinced that the Tolls on the River, at 
the prefect very reduced rates, will repay but a fmall portion of the expence of Col- 
lection, Superintendence, and Repair ; and were we not interefted in the works being 
maintained at all times in a perfedt ftate, we fhould nornow make the further .concef- 
fions hereinbefore- mentioned, for the purpofe of inducing you to leave in our hands 
the completion and prefervacion thereof. 

By Order of the Board. 



The Diredtors General ;of 
Inland Navigation. 



(Signed) . Darnel Bagot, Sec. 



ESTIMATE 
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ESTIMATE for making the River Shannon Navigable, without Embankments, 
from Lough Rhea to Lough Derg : 



The Canals to .be made twenty-four feet wide in the Bottom, with infide 
Slopes of 1 8 inches to a foot; to have fix feet Water ; the Cills of the 
Locks and the Shoals to be made fix feet fix inches deep in the loweft 
Water. 



ATHLONE CANAL. 


Perches 


Yards 

Perch. 


Rote per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


Dredging North end of] 
Canal to deep Water, av. | 
1 foot 6 inches, through 
Clay and Marl - - J 


»S 


3 1 


£■ 


X- '• 

7 15 — 


X- d. 

116 5 — 


Widening and finking Ca- 
nai, through Clay, Gra- > 
vel, and large Stones - } 


5o 


125 


- , _ 


6 ; _ 


312 10 — 


D° - D° - through Clay, 7 
Gravel, and Rocks - j 


63 


177 


— i 3 


u i 3 


696 18 9 


Taking down Rymer Lock 


3j 


108 


- 3- 


16 4 — 


54 


Widening and finking Ca- 7 
nal, below ditto. Clay i 
and Gravel - - } 


4« 


192 


- 


9 12 — 


393 »2 — 


Widening Canal, where ") 
walled North of Bridge C 

E” - - - -J 


29 


78 




3 5 — 


94 5 ~ 


Deepening D° - D° - 


29 


83 


- 1 - 


4 3 — 


120 7 — 


Taking down prefent wall - 


2 9 


3 1 


— 2 6 


3 n s 


112 7 6 


Widening and finking Ca- 7 
nai to head of new Lock, £■ 
Clay, Gravel, and Rocks j 


66 




- 


7 


+65 6 — 


D° - D° - from thence to 7 
head of old Lock D° - j 


78 


230 


- , _ 


II 10 


S97 


Taking down the Lock 


9 


J 3i 


— 26 


16 7 6 


147 7 6 


Sinking Foundations for 7 
new Lock, through Clay, > 
Gravel, and Marl - - ) 


9 


103 




5 3 — 


46 7 — 


Backing Lock with Clay - 


9 


I 12 


— — 10 


4 13 4 


42 — — 


Puddling and ramming D° - 


9 


1 1 2 


8 


3 H 8 


33 »z — 


Making Roadway, back of 7 
Lock - - - j 


9 


130 


9 


4 17 6 


43 '7 6 


Widening and finking Ca- 7 
nal from old Lock to ( 
River, through Clay and f 

Marl -J 


60 


*95 




9 15 ~ 


585 



TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 



X- '• 
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Perches, 
Sc c. 


Yards 

Perch. 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
' - Perch. 


AM 0 U N T. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 








£■ S. *. 


£■ -• A 


£■ d. 


£■ + 


' Embankment wanting after 7 
excavation is applied - j 


■ 60 


IOI 


10' 


4 4 2 


252 10 — 




Dredging at South end of 7 
Canal, Clay and Marl - j 


*5 


3° 


- 5 - 


7 10 — 


112 10 — 




BackingAccommodat" Bridgf 


■ - - 


.200 


— 1 — 


- - . 


JQ 




Forming and dreffing Banks 7 
and Slopes - - - J 


37° 


- - 


- - - 


— 10 — 


I85 




Gravelling Trackway, ten 7 
feet wide and fix inches S 
thick - - - - j 


37° 


- - 


- - - 


— '3 4 


61 13 4 




Repairing Boundaries, and 7 
making new ones - j 


615 


- . 


— 


— 1 6 


46 2 6 




Rebuilding Wall above and 7 
below High Road Bridge j 


29 


per P. 
48 


per. Perch. 

10 


.24 


696 — — 




Building a new Lock of 3 *) 
feet 9 inches fall, with 6 I 
• feet 6 inches extra Height f 
for Floods, with new f 
Gates, Ac. &c. allowing l 
value for old Materials - J 


- - 


- - 


----- 


- - - 


3,250 — — 




Repairing the Lockhoufe - 


- - 


- - 


- . . 


- . 


30 




Inverted Arch to High Road 7 
Bridge, to gain depth - J 


4'f 


- - 


per Perch. 

— H ~ 


- - - . 


31 5 — 




Building an Accommoda- 7 
tion Bridge - - j 


- - 


- - 


- . , 


. . . 


250 




Taking outSlips,andbuild- 7 
ing dry Walls - -y 


So 




- - - 




500 




Keeping out Water during 7 
the Work - - - j 


- - 


- - 






1,360 


| 10,946 II i 
756 


Dredging Tullymore Ford, 7 
av. 2 feet deep, through £ 
Sand and Clay - - j 


60 


42 


- <5- 


12 IS — 


- - - 


Dredging a Shallow at Bal- 7 
lytanave, av. 3 feet deep, / 
through Clay, Gravel, f 
and Stones - - . J 


30 


66 


- 6 6 


21 9 — 


643 13 — 




Taking. large Rocks out of d° 


- - 


- - 


- - -- 


. . . 


180 


! 823 10 — « 














SHANNON BRIDGE 














CANAL. 














Widening and finking Ca -7 
nal, through Clay, Gra- > 
vel, and large Stones - J 


. 


187 


- . - 


9 7 ~ 


355 6 ~ 




3 6g. 








H h 
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1 


& c. 


Yards 

Perch. 


Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT.j 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 








£■ -■ a 


£■ a 


£. i. 


£■ i a 


Sinking Foundation? for 1 
inverted Arch, &c. &c. J* 
D° - D* - -J 


- - 


329 


— i 3 


. . . 


20 II 3 




Taking down Head and 1 
T ail of Lock - - J 




320 


— 3 — 


... 


48 




Taking up Table, Flagg- } 
ing, &c. - - ] 


- - 


247 


— 3 6 


- - - 


43 4 6 




Puddling at back of Lock - 


- ' 


320 


— 16 


' ' * 


24 




Forming Trackways and 1 
dreffing Slopes - - J 


38 


- - 




— 10 — 


19 




Gravelling Trackway 


38 


- - 


- . . 


“ 3 - 


5 M — 




Making Boundary 


38 




... 


3 


5 *4 — 




BuildingForebay and upper 
and lower Recedes to I 
Lock, putting in new 1 
Tables, inverted Arch, f 
Pavement at Tail, new \ 
Gates,Machinery,&C.&c.J 


- - 


- - 




. . . 


2,190 — — 




Repairing Lockhoufe 


- - 


- - 


. . . 


- - * 


40 




Making and removing 7 
Dams, and keeping out > 
Water during the Work J 


- 


- - 


. - . 


- “ - 


800 


3 * 55 * 9 9 












Cutting a Channel acrofs- 
the point of Boranna, / 
below Shannon Bridge, > 
through Clay, Gravel, V 
and Marl - - - 


30 


3°3 


— x 2 


17 13 6 


- - - 


530 5 — 


Dredging Cloonafena Ford, *1 
av. z feet 6 inches, 1 
-through Gravel and large f 
Stones - - -J 


• 15 


54 


— 6 6 


17 IX — 


. . . 


,63 s — 


HIGH FORD OF KILLY 
FURT. 














Deepening Channel at*] 
South end of Bulhy j 

I (land, to avoid the ( 

Shoal, av. three feet, f 

finking through Clay, l 

Gravel, and Rocks 


1 

> 25 

| 


67 


— 2 — 


6 14 — 


167 10 — 




D° - D° - av. eight feet , ", 
through Clay and loofe j 
Quarry - - - J 

Keeping out Water during 1 
the Work - - -J 


» 35 

1 

f ' • 


224 


— 4 — 


44 ‘6 — 


1,568 — — 
35 ° 


• 2,085 10 
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erches, 


Yards 

Perch. 


Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 








£■ <• a 


£■ «■ 


£■ d- 


£■ d '■ 


DERRYHOLMES FORD. 














Dredging, av. 4 feet, Gra- | 
vel and large Stones - j 


12 


94 


— 66 


30 11 — 


366 12 




D° - av. z feet D° - D° - . 


IO . 


42 


— 66 


*3 13 — 


I36 IO — 




'Taking out large Rocks 


- - . 


- - 


- . . 


- - - 


150 


653 s — 












Dredging a fmall Shoal at"j 
North end of Leahinch 1 
Illand in the Weftern ( 
Channel, Clay and Sand J 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


- ' - - 


13 — — 


Making a Channel acrofsT 
North end of Bullock 1 
Wand, to give a diredt 1 
paifage from the Grand f 
Canal into the Main 1 
Channel - - -J 


20 


- - 




15 




300 


Dredging different Spots ' 
between Innisfurt Wand 1 
and the Banagher Canal, l 
av. 2 feet, through Gra- \ 
vel and large Stones 


3° 


42 


— 6 6 


*3 13 — 


- - - 


409 IO — < 


Widening and deepening the 
Channel South of 
BULLOCK ISLAND. 














Widening and finking in 1 
Goatftown.throughClay, > 
Gravel, and Marl - j 


IS 


*54 




15 8 — 


231 




D* - D° - D° - Clay, and 1 
fome Rocks - - j 


40 


94 


— 26 


11 i S — 


47° 




D° - D° - through Lands 7 
of Park D" - D° - j 


30 


64 


— z 6 


8 


240 — — 




A Float, to carry over Cat- - ! 
tie. Hay, &c.in Summer- I 
time, from Goatftovvn 1 
into Bullock Wand -J 






- . 


. . - 


150 


1,091 — ■ 












Making a CANAL and 
H A R B O U R, on the 
South Weft fide of the 
River at Banagher. 














Excavation for Canal, thro’ ] 
ftrong Clay and Mail - j 


• 73 


3°3 


— 2 — 


30 6 — 


2,211 18 — 




Ditto for Harbour D° - - 


7 ' 


7 735 




73 1° - 


525 
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Perches, j 
See. 


Yards j 
Perch. 


yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT, j 


TOTAL 
A M 0 U N T. 








..£■ 4 .V- 


£. s. d. 


£■ >• d. 


r. d. 


'Puddling at back of Wall - 


- - 


31 3 


_ 1 - 


. - - 


1 5 l 3 — 




Forming Quays and Track-: 
ways -> 


- - 




- - - 


- - - 


10 




-Gravelling - - D° - 




1,056 


- <- 




52 16 — 




Making Boundaries - 


176 


- • 


— 


— -3 6 


22 




Mafonry in Harbour W alls - 


480 




- - - 


- .0 _ 


240 




•Cut Stone in Afhler CoUrfe? 
and Coping - - -j 


960 


- - 


— 


— 4 — 


192 




A. R. P. 

.Purchafe of Land - 4 2 12 




- - 


- - - 


60 — — 


.274 10 — 
















3 > 5 4 3 17 — 


BANAGHER CANAL. 














Dredging at head of Canal, 1 
av. one foot, foft Clay > 
and Gravel - - 3 


10 


20 


- s - 


5 


50 




Widening and finking Canal,: 
Clay, Gravel and Rocks 


75 


,98 


— I 9 


f 17 6 6 


1,299 7 6 




D° - D° below Lock, ) 

D° - - D° - - - * 


16 


140 


— 16 


.0 ,0 - 


368 — — 




Dredging at South end of 
Canal, av. two feet, V 
D° - - D° - - - ) 

Taking up flagging under ) 
Bridge to gain depth - 5 


10 


42 

P. 

48 


— 6 6 
— 26 


13 *3 — 


136 10 — 1 




'Taking down prcfent Lock 


- - 


440 


— 3 — 


- - - 


66 




Sinking Foundations fori 
new Lock, through Clay, 5 
Gravel, and Rocks - - 3 


- - 


>.$33 


— 26 


- - - 


204 3 6 




Backing Lock with Clay? 
and Gravel - - -5 


- - 


747 


— 1 6 


- - - 


,5 6 — 6 




Forming Trackways and? 
dreliing Slopes - - 1 


90 


- - 


- ‘ - 


— 10 — 


45 




Gravelling Trackway - 


9 ° 


- ' 


- - - 


~ 4 — 


18 




Repairing and making new ? 
Boundaries - - -i 


140 


- - 




— 26 


17 10 — 




Building a new Lock of 1 
foot 7 inches fall, with 6 j 
feet 6 inches extra height ! 
for Floods, new Gates, f 
Mach/. &c. allowing \ 
..for old Materials - - J 

-•! 
ii 


- - 


’ 


1 


- - - 


3-150 
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] 


Perches, 

&c. 


Yards 

Perch. 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 








£■ ’■ J- 


£■ <• 


£■ '■ 


£■ '?■ J - 


Taking out Hips and building,' 
dry Walls -j 


20 


- - 


- - - | 


IO 


200 




Repairing the Lockhoufe 


- ■ 


- ■ 


- - - 


- - 


25 




Keeping out Water during? 


- - 


- - 


: 


. . . 


850 


6,291 10 6 


CLONEENOGUE 

CANAL. 












Dredging at Head of Canal, ^ 
av. 1. 3. Clay and loofe'S 
Gravel - - - 


30 


2 5 


— 4 6 


5 12 6 


l68 IS — 




Widening and finkingCanal,^ 
through Clay, Gravel,^ 
and Rocks - 


75 


130 


~ 1 3 


826 


609 7 6 




D° - D° - Clay, Gravel, and? 
large Stones - - — > 


43 


128 j 




6 8 — 


275 4 — 




D° - D° - Clay, Gravel, andV 
Rocks - - -5 


3° 


205 ‘ 


— * 3 


12 16 3 


384 7 6 




Do - D° - very hard Clay D° 


80 


III 


— 16 


8 6 6' 


666 




D° - D° - to lower Bridge.) 
Clay, Gravel, and Quarry $ 


75 


184. 


— z 6 j 


13 16 — 


1,035 




D° - D° • Clay, Gravel, and, 
large Stones - - \ 


65 


I46 


— 1 3 1 


926 


593 2 6 




Widening Canal to Head of. 
Lock, Clay, Gravel, and* 
Marl - ' 




5 6 


10 


268 


51 6 S 




Widening and finking Canal ) 
below Lock, Clay and/ 
Rocks - - - -J 


*5 


97 


— 2 ~ 


9 14 — 


145 10 — 




D 8 - D° - to end of Canal,; 
Clay and locfc. Quarry -1 


j 3 ° 


167 


— 2 — 


16 14 — 


501 




.Dredging belpw D° av. one 
foot Clay and Marl - 


,0 


20 


— 5 ~ 


5 


5 ° " — 




Taking Rocks out of Ditto - 


- - 


- - 


. - - 


- - - 


50 — — 




Taking down prefent Fore- 
bay of Lodi, alfo part oft 
& . the fides, ■ ujpp'dt and lower! 
Tables, &c. - 


( 

r ' 


380 


- 3 6 




66 "to — 




.Excavation for Forebay, 
Tailvvalls, Tables, &c. 
Clay and Gravel - 


f 

S ' " 


178 


— •! 3 


. - . 


11 2 6 




.Backing Lock with. Clay and 
Gravel - - 


i 10 


1 55 


— i 6 


11 12 6 


j 116 5 — 


| 

! 

j! 



Im- 
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Pei cbcs : 
See. 


Yards 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 








L- *■ 


£■ *■ d. 


£■ </■ 


£■ J. 


Backing three Bridges with 7 
Clay and Gravel - - j 




JOO 


JO 


- . . 


12 10 




Forming Trackways and 7 
drefilng Slopes - - j 


44 ° 


- - 




— 10 — 


220 




Gravelling Trackway 


39 ° ' 




- - . 


— 4 — 


78 




Repairing and making new 7 
Boundaries - - - j 


9:0 


- - 




— 26 


II 3 I 5 — 




Repairing and railing three 1 
Accommodation Bridges, C 
with inverted Arches, &c. J 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


33O 




Repairing the Lock, railing 
D°, building new Fore- 
bay, and upper and lower 1 
Reedies, putting in new p 
Tables, and flagging new ( 
Gates, Machinery, See. 

J 


- - 




— 


- - - 


3 ’ISO 




Repairing the Lockhoufe - 


- - 


- - 


- - - 


- - - 


30 




Taking out flips and building! 
dry Walls - - -$ 


- - 


40 




xo 


4CO — 




Keeping out Water during ) 
the work - - - 5 


- - 


- - 


— 


- - - 


1,150 


10,207 I 5 8 














Boats and Apparatus for"] j 
dredging, alfo P umps, I ] 
Water a heels, Horfe Mills, Si 
Pile lingines, Pile Dams, ( 1 
Scoops, &c. &c. - -j 


- - 


- - 




- • - 


- - - 


4,000 


Land for Canals, and for 7 
dredging Apparatus to be £ 
lixea on - - - J 


9 


- - 




£.60 


- - • 


540 


Purchafe and removal of] 
Weirs that lie in the 
Channel ; alfo temporary 
damage to fuch as require ^ 
to be flopped up for the 1 
purpofe of turning water! 
to the Waterwheels, Si c. J 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


• - - 


400 


Purchafe of Quarries and) 
Sand Pits - - -S 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


- - - 


600 — — * 


Making and repairing of) 
Roads to D° - - 


- - 


- - 






- - - 


250 — -* 


Beacons to be placed on I 
verge of Channel to guide I 
veflels to deep Water, 7 
particularly in time of! 

Flood - - -J 


Beacons, 






,o__ 


- - - 


1,100 — — 1 
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Perches, 

&c. 


Yards 

Perch. 


Rate per 
Yard. 


Rate per 
Perch. 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT. 








£■ ’■ d. 


£■ s. d. 


£■ * 


£, s. d. 


Harbours and Quays at Ath- 1 
lone, Shannon Bridge, > 
Bauagher, and Portumna 3 


- - 


- - 


- . . 


- . . 


- . . 


3,000 — — 












51,356 6 — 


Superintendence, f T „ 

10 per Cent. i ^"1 
Incidents, i c per | “ f 

Cent. . l P . (. j 


- - 


- - 


A - - 


- - - 


- - - 


12,839 i 6 


MakingSurveys and Sound- 
ings of the river Shannon, 
and Plans for the perfec- 
tion and improvement of 
the Navigation thereof, ) 
and of propofed Inland 
Canals parallel to faid 
River, and communicat- 
ing therewith • 


- - 


- - 




- - - 


- - - 


1,000 — — 


Total - - . . 


- - 








- - £■ 


65,195 7 6 



(Signed) John Killaly. 

November 1804.] 
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Navigation-office, 4th December 1804. 
Gentlemen, _ 

The Board have received your letter cf che 30th ult. with a new Propofal for the 
Navigation of the Shannon. 

And I am direfted to acquaint you, that the Board will give immediate attention 

In the mean time, the Board requeft you will favour them with a {ketch of the Grand 
Canal, as requefted by the Board’s letter of the 14th ult. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Directors of in the abfence of the Sect. 

The Grand Canal. 

Navigation-office, 5th December 1804. 

I am defired by the Directors General of Inland Navigation, to requeft that Mr. 
Killaly, Engineer to the Grand Canal Company, will take the trouble of calling upon 
the Board to-morrow, about twelve o’clock, if it ffiould not be inconvenient to him. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Henry R.. Paine, 

Daniel Bagot, Elq. in tnc aolence of the Sec y . 

&c. &c. Sc.’ 



Grand Canal Houfe, 5th December 1804. 
"Sir 

I have had the honour to receive your Note of this day, requefting that Mr. 
Killaly would call upon the Board to-morrow, about twelve o’clock, and have tranf- 
mitted a copy thereof to him. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. See. 

Henry R. Paine, Efq. (Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec, 

&c. &c. See. 



Grand Canal I-Ioufe, 4th December 1 804. 

G ySe have to acknowledge die receipt of your letter of the 4th inftant, referring 
to a requeft made by a former letter of the 14th November laft ; and we have to 
inform you, that we have nor. in our pofieffion fufficient materials to enable us to 
furniffi you with fuch drawing or {ketch of the Grand Canal as you requefted by your 
letter of the 14th of November, and that at the time when we received that letter, 
Mr. Killaly, our Engineer, whom alone we confidered competent to prepare the 
lame with any reafon'able degree of expedition, was not in Dublin ; but, he being daily 
expedited, we poftponed anfwering your letter in expedtation of his arrival : fince that 
event, his time has been fo occupied with preparing the materials for the modification 
of our Propofal, as laid before you within thefe few days, that he was not able to beftow 
his attention to the preparation of fuch drawing. We have given diredtions to him to 
prepare the fame with all the expedition in his power, and, as foon as it ffiall be pre- 
pared, it ffiall be tranfmitted to you. At the fame time, if you have any perion in your 
employment competent to prepare fuch drawing or {ketch, we are willing that he ffiall 
have accefs to all the drawings of the feveral parts of the Canal in our pofieffion; for . 
which we have given diredtions to our Secretary. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec. 

The Diredtors General 
of Inland Navigation, 

&c. Sec. &c» 
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Grand Canal Houfe, 5th December 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

We have the -honour of tranfmitting to you copies of a note which we yefte relay 
.’received from Colonel Fiffier, and our anfvver thereto, for the purpofe of procuring 
your affent to our compliance with the requeft contained in that note. 

By order of the Board. 

Diredtors General of -(Signed.) Daniel Bagot, Sec. 

Inland Navigation, 

&c. &c. &c. 

A Battery or Work, N° 8, was erefted on the hanks of the Canal at Athlone 4 which, 
■on the repairs of the faid Canal, it was neceffary to take down. 

On a reprefention of .this to Government, and it being dated that the Directors of 
the Grand Canal Company undertook to replace the faid Work or Battery at their 
.expence, permiffion was granted by Government accordingly. 

In order to complete the defence of Athlone without delay, it is now neceffary that, 
this Work fhould be reindated. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fijher , 
Royal Engineers, 75, Stephen’s Green. 



Grand Canal HouTe, 5 th December 1804. 
'Sir, . . 

In anfwer to your 'note of yederday^addreffed to us, dating in fubdance, that, m- 
iorder to complete the defence of Athlone without delay, it is -now neceffary that the 
Battery or Work, N° 8, which, on the repairs of the Canal -near Athlone, it was 
neceffary to take down, fhould be reindated -; we have to inform you that -the Lords 
•of His Majedy’s Treafur-y having declined to ratify the Agreement -which we had 
concluded with the Directors General of Inland Navigation, for the -completion of the 
Navigation ofpartof the river Shannon, including the part of the Navigation to which 
•you allude, we have been under a neceffity of relinquiffiing that work. We have at 
•the fame time to acquaint you, that we have again la-id -before the Diretdors General 
our Propofal, with feme modifications 4 and that in -cafe the fame fhall be approved 
■of, and ratified, or if the Directors General (hall affent to cur replacing the work 
mentioned in your note (for the purpofe of obtaining which affent, we have tranfmitted 
-to -them a copy of your note, -together with a let-ter from us) we fhall immediately 
give orders to our Engineer for replacing the fame in fuch manner as the proper 
-Officer in the Military Department at Athlone fhall point out, in confidence that the 
iituation to be pointed out for the -eredfcion thereof will be fuch as to produce -as -little 
injury or inconvenience to the Navigation as the cafe will reafonably admit. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot, .Sec. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fifher., 



Navigation-office, 6th December 1804. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of yefterday’s date, lnciofing a copy of a 
inote which -you received from Colonel Fifher, Commanding Engineer, refpefiing the 
reconftruftion -of a Battery or Work, N’ 8, which was erefted on the banks of the 
Canal at Athlone, :and -which, on the repairs ©f the faid Canal, it was neceffary to 
takedown. . 

And I am dire&ed to acquaint you, that the Board have written to Col. hither, that 
they have no objection to the work he mentions being completed for the defence of 
the Country, perfuaded that it is the. intention, in -rebuilding the Battery, to leave a 
Towin® Path between it and the verge of the Canal. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Directors of in the abicnce of the Sec-'. 

The Grand Canal Company. 

169. ^ k 
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Navigation-office, 6th December 1804.. 

Sir, 

The Board have received a letter from the Directors of the Grand Canal Com- 
j-any, dated the 5th iriftanc, inclofing a copy of a Note which they received from you, 
rejecting the immediate recon ItruCtion of a -Battery or Work, N u 8, which was 
ereded on the Banks of the Canal at Athione, and which, on the Repairs of the faid 
Caoal, it w.as necefiary to take down. 

And I am directed by the Board to acquaint you, that they have no objection to 
the work you mention being completed for the defence of the Country, perfuaded 
that nothing will be done which will impede the Navigation. The Board are in- 
formed that it is your intention in rebuilding the Battery, to leave a Towino- Path 
between it and the verge of the Canai. ’ a 

By Order of the Board. 

Lieup Col 1 Fiffier, _ (Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Commanding Engineer, in the abfence of the Sec>i 

&c. &c. &c. 



Navigation-office, nth December 180a. 

Gentlemen, 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation have received your letter of the 
30th November, dating, “ That being ftill without an anfwer to your feveral letters 
on the fubjeCt of the objections that have been made by the Lords of the Treafury 
“ to the ratification of your Agreement with this Board, for making part of the 
tc Shannon navigable, and finding that a very material reduction of the Tolls,' as 
“ before agreed on between you and the Board, is .ftill infifted on by their Lordlhips, 
you are induced to modify your Propofal for the execution and prelervation of 
“ that work, in doing which you concede the points infifted on by the Lords of the 
Treafuiy,and have in return required nothing more than “ certain matters,”— which 
all conclude in an increafed demand of Twenty-four thoufand five hundred and 
fixty pounds. 



I am directed by the Board to acquaint you, that they immediately laid comes of 
your letters of the 19th of September and 6th of October laft, before the Lords Com- 
miffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury, and requefted to .know their Lordffiips pleafure 
thereon ; but not having received any fignification thereof, the Board are not as yet 
empowered to give you an anfwer to your letters, but will write to you as foon as they 
know their Lordlhips determination. J 

With regard to your prefent application, theBoard direCt me to fay, that it is neecD. 
lels to enter upon any difcufiion of feveral points therein, becaufe, uoon the whole, 
they muft decline entertaining your Propofal. 

By your letter of the 19th of September, you acceded to the limitation of the Toil 
upon Coals, and gave up the indemnification from Claims of damage of Proprietors 
of Lands on the Shannon .; the Board therefore conceive that the only point remain, 
ing to be fettled, m order to your complying with what the Lords of His Majefty’s 
Tieafui y require, is, that the Toll propofed upon Corn, See. coming to Dublin, beirg 
One Halfpenny, you ffiould agree that the Toll upon all other Corn, &c. on the pr<- 
pofed Shannon Navigation, inftead of Handing at One Penny, ihould be at the fame 
rate of One Halfpenny. 

You [late that the Tolls on the River, at the prefent very reduced rates, will repay 
-hut a (mall portion of the txpence of coliedion, fuperintendance, and repair ; poflibly. 
then, the redudion of a part may not be a matter in itfelf of conftderable confequence 
i he great advantage you exped from the Navigation of the Shannon is to arife from 
the Tolls upon the Grand Canal ; the reduction of Tolls required on the Shannon will 
■not in effed apply to Goods coming by your Canal. 

The Board therefore may prefume that you will fuffer very little by fuch redudion 
on the Shannon, while your profits will be exceedingly increafed upon your Canal • 
and that your more deliberate confideration will induce you to admit the redudion 
■required by the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury. 



The 
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The Board concluded an Agreement with you, and you may be allured, if they had 
- not thought that upon the whole, it would prove beneficial to the Public, they would 
not have recommended it to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and to the Lords of 
•His Majefty’s Treafury.; but whatever may be the Board’s opinion, and however it 
anight be fandioned by the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, you know, and from the 
‘iirlt have known, that without the approbation of the Lords of the Treafury, the Agree- 
ment is as nothing. If therefore, you- can fatisfy their Lordlbips that the Toll of One 
Penny is- not improperly to remain upon Corn not coming to Dublin,- and that their 
Lordlhips frail allow your arguments, and be.pleafed to approve of the Agreement, 
fubjed to thole other matters which you have already agreed to give up, the Board 

• will be ready. to recommend the Agreement anew, with the alterations propofed ; and, 
-(upon receiving the approbation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and of the 

Lords Commiffioners -of. His Majefty’s Treafury) to execute the contract in fuck 
form as Counfel fhall advife. 

But if their Lordlhips flraH, notwithflanding fuch reprefentation as you (hall make 
to them, continue to be of opinion that, the Toll before-mentioned Ihould be no 
more than One .Halfpenny per ton per mile, the Board exped you will not 
longer ftand out againft their Lordlhips requifition; for without entering into more 
particulars, if the Agreement the Board have already made with you be confidered 
as improvident, you cannot imagine that the Board fliould think of propofing to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and their Lordlhips, a new Agreement, infinitely 
more improvident. 

By Order of the Board. 

The Diredors of (Signed) Henry R. Paine , 

The Grand Canal Company. in the abftence of the Scc y . 

Grand Canal Houfe, 8th 'February 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

As, under all the circumftances of the cafe* we muft confider the Agreement 
•we entered into withyoufor making part of the riverShannon navigable, at an end, i : n 
confequence of the refufal of the Lords of the Treafury to ratify the fame, we 

• earneftiy entreat your permiffion to allow our proper Officer to wait upon you with 
the Accounts and Vouchers of our Expenditures on the- river Shannon.; which, when 
proved to your fatisfadion, we. hope you will have .the goodnefs to put into a courfe 
of payment. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) 'Daniel Bagot, SecL 

The Diredors General of 
Inland Navigation. 

&c. See. Sec. 



'Navigation-office, m 3 th February 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

The Diredors General have received Mr. Bagot’s letter, by your order, dated 
the 8th inftant. Hating, “ That as under all the circumftances of the cafe, you muft 
“ confider the Agreement you entered into with this Board for making part of the 
•“ river Shannon navigable, at an end, in confequence of the refufal of the Lords of 
“ the Treafury to ratifythe fame, you defire the. Board to allow your proper Officer 
■“- to call upon the Board with the Accounts and Vouchers of your Expenditures on 
“ the riverShannon, which, when proved to the Board’s fatisfadion, you hope they 
“ will put into a courfe of payment.” 

I am direded by the Board to acquaint you, that they will not forbid whatever 
Papers you may think fit to be laid before them, but they do not fee to what pur- 
pofe fueh Accounts as you -mention fhouki be now tranfmitred -to them. You 
Iknow the . provifions • of the Law, and you will obferve, that no Propoficion from 
your Company recommended by this Board, and confirmed by the approbation of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, now 
flies before the Board. 

You 
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You confider the Agreement the Board entered into with you (the fame which 
they recommended for approbation on the 3d of July laft) for making part of the 
river Shannon navigable, to be at an end, in confequence of the refufal of the Lords 
of the Treafury to ratify the fame. 

The Board dired me to acquaint you, that they know of no fuch refufal ; their 
Lordfhips did verbally defire this Board to require from you certain alterations in that 
Agreement, to fome of which you agreed, but refufed another; thefe particulars the 
Board reported to their Lordlhips, but have not fince received the fignification of 
their Lordfhips pleafure. 

You muft therefore, in every prefent view of the fubjed, fee that the Board can- 
not take up the confideration of what you now defire ; and they dired rne ferioufly to 
recommend to you a compliance with the requifidons of the Lords of His Majefty’s 
T reafury. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Diredors of in the abfence of the Sec r . 

The Grand Canal Company. 13th February. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 16th February 1805; 

Gentlemen, 

In purfuance of the orders of the Diredors of the Grand Canal Company, I 
herewith tranfmit to you a Plan for improving the Port of Dublin, by turning the 
courfe of the river Dodder, at its jundion with the Lifrey, in the manner fuggefted 
by Captain Bligh in his Plan for improving the Port and Harbour; whereby it is 
expeded the accumulation of Sand in the Liffey, called The Bar of the Dodder, 
would be removed, and for making an external Harbour at the entrance of the 
Company’s Docks capable of receiving about . thirty large Ships every tide at 
high water. 

And I am defired to enquire whether you approve of the Plan, and are difpofed 
to carry it into execution, or to give any and what aid thereto ; and to inform you, 
that they have alfo fent a copy thereof to the Ballaft-office Board, and that Mr. Col- 
bourne, one of the Company’s Engineers, who prepared the Plan, fhall wait on your 
Board to give you any explanation you may think neceflary, on your communicating 
to rne your wifhes in that refped. 

1 am defired further to obferve to you, that the prefent Plan would effed a fhort 
and convenient communication, which would be highly definable, between the City 
of Dublin and the Pigeon Houfe, and would in fad make the whole of the South 
wall an extenfion of George’s Quay. 

I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 



The Diredors General 
of Inland Navigation, 
he. he. he. 



Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot , Sec y . 



Englneer’s-office, Dublin, 17th February 1805. 

Sir, ‘ 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have received a letter from Captain Kennett, 
Royal Engineer at Athlone, inclofing one (in reply to a former letter of his) from 
the Secretary of the Grand Canal Company, on the. fubjed of reinftating the Battery 
N° S, at Athlone. In this reply it is dated, that “ the Diredors of the Grand Canal, 
“ having given up all further interference with the works on the river Shannon, 
they are under the necefiity of referring him for an anfwer to his letter to the 
w DiredorsGeneral of Inland Navigation, who alone are competent to make any 
<( arrangements on the fubjed of the works on the river Shannon.” 

But; 
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But the Dir-eftors, feeling an intereft in the permanence of all works on the river 
Shannon, beg leave to fubmit to the confideration of the Royal Engineers their 
opinion, that the ereftion of a Battery immediately on the fcite of the Lock would 
in a very Ihort time (bake the walls, and confequently dedroy the Lock ; theDiredlors 
conceive therefore, that the Battery Ihould be erected behind the Lock, at the diftance 
of at lead fifty yards. 

To this I beg leave to obferve, that I do not conceive the objection to the 
Battery (probably only to be made ufe of in moments of neceffity) as valid, or likely 
at all to effedt the walls of a Lock, which are ufually built with the bed cut Stone, 
and cramped together with Iron. I have therefore to requed, that the Direftors 
General will be pleafed to give indructions for the work being proceeded on with as 
little delay as pofiible. 

Captain Kennett has been directed to take care, that in the courfe of the work, 
every injury or impediment to the Lock be avoided confident with the nature of 
the bufinefs, and to communicate with the Engineer of the Canal Company. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

— Gregory, Efq. (Signed) B. Ftjher , 

&c. &c. &c. L' Col' Roy 1 Engineers. 



Navigation-office, 19th February 1805. 
Sir, 

The Board have received your letter of the 17th indant, refpefling the rein- 
ilating the Battery, N° 8, at Athlone, and requeding the Board will give indrudions 
for the work being proceeded on with as little delay as poffible. 

And I am directed to acquaint you, that this fubjeid having been already before 
the Board, they beg leave to refer you to their letter to you of the 6th December 
lad, a copy of which you have inclofed. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 

Lieut' Col 1 Fiffier, 20th February. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 18th February 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

We have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 13th indant, dating 
that you know of no refufal of the Lords of the Treafury to ratify the Agreement 
which you entered into with us, for making part of the river Shannon navigable : 
That their Lordfliips did verbally defire you to require from us certain alterations 
in that Agreement, to Lome of which we agreed, but refufed another: That thefe 
particulars you had reported to their Lord (hips, but had not fince received the 
iignification of their Lordfliips pleafure : That we mud therefore, in every prefent 
view of the fubjedt, lee that you cannot take up the confideration of what we defired 
by our letter of the 8th indant ; and you ferioufly recommend to us a compliance, 
with the requifitions of the Lords of His Majedy’s Treafury. 

Permit us. Gentlemen, to 'come to the point like plain men of bufinefs: either 
the Agreement w.e entered into with you is to be carried into execution, or it is at an 
end. If it is to be carried into execution, it mud be without alteration, and in that 
cafe, we claim our proportion of the money due to 11s under it; if it be at an end, 
we think we have a right, and we expeft to be confidered as your Agents, working 
with your privity and knowledge, apd with the approbation of Government, upon 
Plans laid down by you, and that you will reimburfe us for the whole of our ex- 
penditure thereon; more efpecialiy, as the non-completion of the Agreement has not 
arifen from any negledl or default on our part, and as even the negociation of it with 
the feveral Departments of His Majedy’s Government was claimed, and retained 

169. LI by 
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by you ; a material circumftance 1 in the cafe, which ought not to be overlooked, 
and which we conceive ought to have its due weight in influencing your condudfc 
towards us. 

If you refiife to accept one of thefe alternatives, we requeft to know, whether we 
have your permifflon to remove and difpofe of the valuable materials and machinery 
with which we have conftrufted two Locks, and made preparations for building two 
more, on the river Shannon? We are periuaded that it cannot be your intention to 
let the Navigation of the river Shannon languifli any longer in its prefent unfinilbed 
Hate ; and we are equally convinced that a liberal and enlightened Government could 
not approve of your taking polfeffion of our property, and availing yourfelves of an 
expenditure made by us under its own fa-nftion : yet, if you do not accede to one of 
the foregoing alternatives, you muft either take polfeffion of our property, and avail 
yourfelves of our ardour and exertion in the Public Service, or relinquifh all idea 
of making the river Shannon navigable. 

In our letter of 30th November laft, we laid before you an Eftimate, whereby it 
appeared, that it would require the fum of/; .65,195. 7 s. bd. to complete the work, in- 
cluding fome further improvements on the River; and we propofed to accede to the 
redudtion of Toll fuggefted by the Lords of the Treafury, provided you would allow 
us the above fum for finilhing the works, or fo much thereof as we fhould expend 
thereon, purfuant to the terms before agreed upon : — this propofal you rejected. 

We wifh to put an end to this tedious and (to us) painful negociation ; and we 
intreat to know, whether, on condition of our acceding to the redudlion of Toll 
propofed by the Lords of the Treafury, you are difpofed to allow us even two-thirds 
of our exceedings on the original Eftimate of £.40, 634. 18^.7^. within the limit of the 
above-mentioned fum of £.65, 195. 7 s. 6 d. andexclufive of any new works fuggefted by 
us, the amount whereof (being about .£4,000) may be deducted from the laft- 
mentioned eftimate. If you accede to this idea, we will immediately tranfmit you. a 
Propofal to that effedt. 

The period for recommencing the works is at hand. On yon alone depends 
whether the Navigation of the river Shannon fhall be fuffered to languifli, or be 
completed within the enfuing year; which great work we are capable of effecting, if 
immediately favoured with a decifive an flyer. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Daniel Eagot, Sec. 

The Directors General of Inland 

Navigation, otc. &c. &c. 

Navigation-office, 12th March 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

The Direflors General of Inland Navigation have received your letter of the 
1 8th of February, the tenor whereof obliges them to bring to your recolleftion, by a 
full and particular Statement, the whole of the tranfadlion between your Company 
and this Board, refpedting the Navigation of the Shannon. 

You have quoted the Board's letter of the 13th February, in anfwer to your defire 
of the 8th, that the Board would infpedl the Accounts of your expenditure on the 
Shannon, and put them in courfe of payment ; but you have omitted to ftate that 
part of the Board’s letter which obferves, that the documents required by Law, before 
fuch payment could be made, do not lie before the Board. 

You defire to come “to the point like plain men of bu finds: and you fay, “either 
« the Agreement you entered into with the Board is to be carried into execution, or 
“ it is at an end. If it is to be carried into execution, it muft be without alteration, 
“ and in that cafe, you claim your proportion of the money due to you under it; if it be 
“ at an end, you think you have a right, and you expedt to be confidered as the Board’s 
“ Agents, working with their privity and knowledge, and with the approbation of 
“ Government, upon Plans laid down by this Board, and that the Board will reim- 
“ burfe you for the whole of your expenditure thereon ; more efpecially. as the non- 
“ completion of the Agreement has not arilen from any negledt or default on your 
“ part, and as even the negociation of it with the feveral departments of His Majefty’s 
“ Government was claimed, and retained by the 'Board; a material circumftance in 

“ the 
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the cafe, which you think ought not to be overlooked, and which you conceive 
4t ought to have its due weight in influencing the Board’s conduct towards you.” 

To come to the point, the Board wili ftate, in the firft place, the Fafts in regular 
fucceflion as they occurred, and then confider your arguments and inferences. 

The year 1800 was a year of great fcarcity, the following year, 1801, produced a 
very plentiful harveft ; on the 24th of September 1801, you dated to the Board, 
that “ as you had well grounded expeftation that very confiderable quantities of 
« Corn would be brought from different parts of the country bordering on the 
<c Shannon to Banagher, and from thence by land to Tullamore, and from Tulla- 
<c more by the Grand Canal to Dublin, if even a temporary repair of the Locks on 
“ that River were made, you requefted the Board’s permiffion to lay out a few 
<c hundred pounds in repairing the lame, which you would do out of the Company’s 
« c funds, without making any charge on the Goods to be carried on the faid River.” 
On the 26 th of the fame month, the Board anfwered, “ That they freely gave their 
“ permiffion to repair the Locks upon the Shannon which are under the direction 
tc of the Board ; and that, upon laying before the Board the Bills of the expence in- 
4C ( curred in fuch adfuah repairs, the Board would recommend to the Government the 
<c reimburfing the Grand Canal Company fuch fums as Ihould appear to have been 
tx fo expended by them.” 

The Board, not finding that you had made any temporary repairs of the Works, 
or that any Corn was brought to Dublin in the manner you had given caufe toex- 
pe£V, the Board wrote to you on the 8th of.December 1801, requefting “ to know 
“ whether you had carried into execution the repair of any of the works, in confe- 
(C quence of their letter of the 26th of September ?” — To this the Board do not find 
that you gave any written anfwer, nor has any Account of fuch expenditure, nor any 
demand for the payment of a few hundreds, as fo expended by you, ever been laid 
before the Board} but it appears from your letters of the 5th of January, and 10th of 
September 1 803, that you did not proceed in your intention to make a temporary 
repair, under the fan&ion of the Board’s faid letter. 

On the 3d December 1801, you defired thata Committee of the Dire&ors of the 
Grand Canal Company might have a conference with the Board, previous to their 
fending in a Propofal for rendering the river Shannon navigable ; and from thence 
various Propofitions from you, with Anfwers thereto from this Board, pafied from 
time to time, but no conclufion upon them took place until May 1804. 

In your letter of the nth December 1802, you ftate, that “ deeming it efiential 
tc to your interefts, as well as to that of the Public, that the communication fhould 
<c be opened between the termination of the Grand Canal and the lower parts of the 
“ Shannon, as foon as poflible, you had, under the permiffion granted by this Board 
4C in a former letter, proceeded to the repairs of Incelich Lock and Canal j that 
“ what you had done, and were about to do there, would perfect that part of the 
tc work upon the general fcale adopted by this Board } and you prefumed, that if the 
<c Board fhould think fit to accept your then propofal, the Board would confent that • 
the money laid out thereon fhould form part of your general expenditure : if other- 
wife, you did not doubt that the Board would reimburfe you for fuch cxpence as, 
t( after ufing all due economy, you fhould have incurred in building . the Gates, 

<f repairing and improving the Locks, and deepening, widening, and embanking the 
<c Canal at that place,” 

The Boa'rd,' on the 16th of December, anfwered you <f with refpeft to thofe 
<c works, the nature, extent, or expence of which you had not ftated, and reminded 
<c you of your application for permiffion to make a temporary repair at your own 
tl expence ; and of this Board, confidering it to be a moment of preffing importance 
“ at the clofe of a plentiful haryeft fucceeding to a year of uncommon dearth and 
“ fcarcity, having granted you that permiffion, and having faid that they would 
* c recommend to the Government the reimburfing you fuch fum as fhould appear to 
,c have been fo expended by you 5 but they informed you, that the Grand Canal 
u Company having fuffered the object and the occalion entirely to pafs by, the 
* ( Board could not agree to your 'grafting a new demand upon that negledted 
et permiffion.” 

On the 5 th of January 1803, in anfwer to the Board’s faid lafl letter, you acquainted 
them, “ that, you undertook the repairs of Cloneenoguc, In order to facilitate the 

“ Navigation 
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<£ Navigation of the Shannon, and in order to open a trade thereon, previous to the 
“. junction of that River with the Grand Canal, and without confining your views to 
tc the circumftances of any particular year ; that the materials prepared by you, 
C£ would.be found worth what they coft; that when you quoted the Board’s former 
“ permiffion, you did it in order to juftify yo'urfelves for interfering with the Works 
c; on the Shannon, and that you entertained no doubt that either the Board, or 
tc whatever other perfons they might charge with making the Shannon navigable, 
“ would gladly purchafe the materials at prime coft; that, as it is an objetft of im- 
“ portance to you that the Navigation of the Shannon Ihould be completed, you 
<£ Ihould be willing to afford the Beard’s Agents, or any other Undertakers of that 
“ work, every- accommodation in your power to facilitate the accomplifhment 
“ thereof.” - . . 

You prefled the Board at different times for fpeedy anfwers to your propofal, and 
the Board allure you, that at no time did they give it any unnecefiary delay pending 
the negociation. The Directors of the Grand Canal, by a note, dated the 17th 
December 1 803, “ defired an anfwer to their propofal, as they were apprehenfive 
<£ that the Proprietors of the Grand Canal might confider them as atffing indifcreetly; 
“ in proceeding with the works on the Shannon then executing, until an Agreement 
** for the fame fhall be ratified.” 

In your letter of the 21ft of O&ober 1803, you defired £< to know the Board’s 
tc determination with refpeeft to the works you were then carrying on at Cloneenogue; 
“ and obferve, that in the Board’s letter of the 13th of September preceding, they 
<£ fpeak with great caution and coldnefs on the fubjedt of reimburfing you for the 
t£ expence you had incurred in the above work.” 

On the 26th April 1804, the Board having prepared a memorandum, which they 
confidered to be the foundation of the Agreement as adjufted by Correfpondence and 
perfonal communication with you, for making the river Shannon navigable between 
Lough Derg and Lough Rhea, they fent it to the Grand Canal Company, and 
acquainted them, “ that if they fhould make a Propofal to the Board according 
“ thereto, and according to the provifions of the Law, the Board would lay it before 
<£ his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, 
“ and would recommend the fame for their approbation.” 

On the 17th of May, the Grand Canal Company delivered in their Propofal ac- 
cordingly ; but not having exadtly complied with fome of the forms of the Law, and 
doubts having arifen whether other requisites were fufficiently performed by them, their 
propofal was not im mediately recommended. On the 24th of May, the Board received a 
letter from Andrew Watfon, Efq. Secretary to the Limerick Navigation Company, in- 
clofing the copy of a letter from the Grand Canal Company, informing him, t£ that 
“ the Navigation of the Shannon at Cloneenogue and Banagher would be imme- 
<c diately interrupted by the works neceflary to be carried on atfaid places, and would 
<£ probably continue fo for fome months.” 

The Board thereupon immediately wrote to the Directors of the Grand Canal, that 
the Board did intend to fhut the Limerick Navigation “ on the ill of July, and could 
<£ not at prefent confent to the Navigation of the Shannon being interrupted before that 
“ time.” On the 30th of May, the Grand Canal Company reprefented, “ that very 
u great expence and delay would be occafioned, if they were not permitted to fhut 
11 the Navigation of the Shannon, and immediately proceed with the works for the 
,£ improvement thereof; whereas, if they were then permitted to proceed with the 
<£ works, they entertained fanguine hopes that it would not be neceflary to ftop the 
‘ c Navigation of the River after October next ; ancjjhat if any Goods or Merchandize 
“ fhould arrive from Limerick at Cloneenogue, before the ill of July, they would, 
“ at their own expence, tranfport them by land from thence to Banagher, and pro- 
“ vide boats for their conveyance from, thence to Dublin ; under thefe circumffances, 
“ you carneftly entreated that you might be favoured with the Board’s concurrence 
“ to proceed with the works.” To this the Board on the next day anfwered you, 
t£ That they could not take any ftep founded upon the Agreement which was pending 
* £ between them and the Grand Canal Company ; but upon your reprefentation, they 
* £ withdrew their obje&ion.” 

On the 3d of July 1804, the Board recommended the Agreement, as concluded 
between you and this Board, to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords 

of 
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of His Majefty’s Treafury, in which provifion is made for fuch works as may have 
been at that time executed. 

The Board are forty for any difficulty which the Company may have brought upon 
themfelves but it is their own doing ! the condua of the Board has been plain and 
direft That they do not mean to take any advantage of the precipitancy of the Grand 
Canal' Company is very manifeft from the Terms of the Agreement which the 
Board have. recommended, but they mail repel any attempt to caft upon them a 
charge of having induced the Grand Canal Company to undertake any works with- 
out fufficient authority, or to fallen upon the Board- a demand, wmch as yet, has 
not the fanaion which the Law prefcribes, and of the neceffity of which fanftion the 
Company will not pretend to fay they were ignorant. The Board never engaged to 
do more 'than recommend the Agreement to the Lord Lieutenant, and the Lords of 
the Treafury, and that engagement they have faithfully and completely fulfilled ; nor 
can the Company fay that in any other communication whatever the flighted 
pleefoe was held out to the Company, that, if the Agreement foot, Id not be con- 
firmed, they Ihould be compenlated for what expence they had of their own accord 
incurred. _ 

On confideration of your arguments, and the conditions you draw from them, 
the Board dired me to fay, that from a revifion of the whole proceeding in the courfe 
of this bufinels, it is plain that you never aded as the Board s Agents, and that the 
non-completion of the Agreement has not anlen from any ncglcdt or default on the 
part of the Board. . . . . 

The Board confefs, that they do not underftand the point of your obfervation, 
that the negotiation of the Agreement with « the feveral Departments or His 
Maiefly’s Government, was claimed, and retained by the Board. 

The Law places upon the Board the labour of every neceflary inveftigation ar- 
rangement, and .agreement, to be prepared and fubm.tted to h,s Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majdly's Treafury for their approbation, without 
which controuling fanflions the Board have not the power to enter into contract 
with you: but tou cannot mean to infer, that, becaufe the Board did recommend 
fuch an Agreement, they are therefore bound to pay you your demand, though it has 
■not received thofe fanffions. The Board, therefore, do not conceive what weight 
your obfcrvation is expefted to have in influencing the Board s condua. 

You defire to know, whether you have the Board’s permlfljon to. remove and 
difpofe of the materials with which you have conftru&ed two Locks, and made pre - 
paration for building two more on the river Shannon? 

The Board do -not know how far it is in their power to content to the removal of 

buildings erected upon land vefted in them by Law. 

You further defire to know, whether, on condition of your acceding to the Re- 
gion of T oil .pro poled by the Lords of the Treafury, the Board are difpofed to 

allow you two-thirds of your exceedings ? . 

The Board have tran&icted to the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafory, a copy of 
vour letter, with a copy of this anfwer, and with fuch further remarks as they have 
thought proper to fubmit to their Lordfhips irefpeaing the Terms of the Agreement 
already recommended, and when the Board know their Lordfhips pleafore, you will 
'be informed what further the Board find expedient to be done in the .matter, the 
Board mult ftill eameftly recommend to you a compliance with their Loidfhips 
•requifi cions. . 

You conclude with faying, « That the period for recommencing the works is at 

<c hand: that on this Board alone depends, whether the Navigation of the nvti Sriannon 

<< (ball be fullered to languifh, or be completed within the cniuing year, which 
great work you are capable of effoaing, if immediately favoured with a decifive 

anfwer.” . r ... . . 

The Board will not delay to give you a decifive anfwer as foon as it is in then 
power. As to the Navigation of the river Shannon, they have done every thing 
towards it which the Law empowers them to do ; and if you think fit to comply 
with the requifiuons of the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, you removeevery 
ygn. 1 Mm difficulty. 
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'difficulty : it remains therefore with you to decide, whether the Navigation of the 
river Shannon fhali languifli, or whether it fhall be completed within the enfuing 
year. 

By Order of the Board. 

The Directors of (Signed) William Gregory. 

The Grand Canal Company. 



Navigation-office, 12th March 1805. 

Sir, 

The Board having received a letter, dated the 1 Sth of February, from the 
Grand Canal Company, demanding' payment for works which they have executed 
upon the river Shannon, deem ic incumbent upon them, from the tenor of that, letter, 
10 lay before the Lords Com mi ill oners of His Majefty’s Trcafury every matter which 
has palled upon that fubject fin.ee the letter of the 6th of October 1 804, .which I had 
the honour to 'add refs you by the Board’s order ; I am therefore di reded to requeft 
you will be plealed to lay before their Lordfhips the indofed copies of Correfpondence 
between this Board and the Grand Canal Company viz. 

Letter from the Grand Canal Company to the Directors Genera], dated 7th 
^ November 1804. 

• Letter from the Grand . Canal Company to the Diredors General, dated 30th. 
November 1 804. 

Anfwer thereto by the Directors General, dated nth December 1804. 

Letter from the Grand Canal Company to the Directors General, dated the 8th 
February 1805. 

Anfwer thereto by the Directors General, dated 13th February 1805. 

Letter from the Grand Canal. Company to the Diredors General, dated 18th 
February 1.803'. 

Anfwer thereto by the Directors General, dated rath March 1.805. 

Circumft.mced as the Board are in this matter, ids their duty to fubmit, with the 
higheft refped to their Lordfhips, the following particulars, which perhaps are not 
ftated, or not with Sufficient dtftindnefs, in the fcveral papers Which they have before 
fubmitted to their LordiT.ips cor.fidcration. 

The Agreement with the Company was concluded after a very long and pertina- 
cious difeuffion of the demands on either fide; lome maintained, and Tome yielded, 
and at length arranged fo that the whole taken together was fufficientiy to 'the faris- 
fadion of both parties The Board think that the Public would receive important 
benefits if it fhouid be confirmed, but they alio think, that the Grand Canal Company 
would eminendy profit by the Agreement, admitting every alteration which their 
Lordfhips have required for the public advantage. The Grand Canal Company are 
well qualified for the perfect execution of the works ; they can give better fecurity 
for their maintenance, and can be fatisfied .with 'lower Tolls, than any new-formed 
Company could be ; on the other hand, their practice, and the affiftance they can 
derive from the immediate communication with their Canal will enable them to keep 
up. an eftablifhment of Officers, and to maintain the Works in repair at a fmaller 
expence, and the additional Toll on their Canal, which they wiil receive for goods 
from the Shannon :: o Dublin will give them an exceeding profit which a Company 
otherwife circumftanced cannot enjoy. The Board do not know whether the points 
which the Company have agreed to yield are To far fatisfadory to the Lords of His 
Majefty’s Treaiury; but if they be, there remains, according to the Board’s prefenp 
information, but one point to be yielded ; viz. The reduction 1 of the Toil ofOne Penny 
upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, not coming to Dublin, =tq One Half- 
penny per ton per mile ; fiiould it remain at a Penny, the Board do, not think the Mer- 
chants of Limerick could have any juft caufe of complaint. By the Agreement witli 
:he Limerick Navigation Company, the Tolls on that Navigation have been very lately 
reduced more than the difference which would be occafioned by continuing the Penny; 

' - 'and 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Off TOLLS OF THE GRAND CANAL of IRELAND. 



'*39 

and-iT-nder every various circumftance, the amount ofToll upon thofearticles chargeable 
at Limerick, mull be very inferior to the charge upon the fame articles coming to 
Dublin, .as will appear by the following Schedule, eftimac-ing Banagher to be twenty 
.miles from Athlone and ten from Lough Derg-: 





To Limerick 


To Dublin. 


Utmoft amount ofToll chargeable upon Corn from any 


i. d. 


S. d. 


part ten miles below Banagher, at preient - - - 


I I 


>5 5 


D' J - when the Limerick Navigation fhall be finifhed - 


I I 


7 11 


D d - from Athlone, at One Penny on the Shannon - - 


3 7 


15 10 


D° - at One Halfpenny on the Shannon - - - - - 


2 4 


1 5 10 



If the Toll of One Penny on the Shannon fhould be reduced to an Halfpenny, the 
difference will hardly be fuch as to affecl the rivalfnip of exportation between the two 
Ports of Limerick and Dublin, being no more, on the utmoft extent, than Fifeen 
Pence upon a ton, that is, not Two Pence on a barrel of Corn, and but Three 
Farthings upon an hundred weight of Flour^ an amount very inferior to many local 
circumftances operating in the occurrences of commerce. It is alfo to' be obferved, 
that this alteration of Toll will not have effc& on any part of Lough Derg or of the 
Shannon below it, and that, from the great trades of fertile Country cn each fide of that 
water, the city of Limerick muft ever be fupplied for exportation. The Board therefore 
think that the Grand Canal Company would not make any great facrifice in giving 
up this point, nor would the Merchants of Limerick obtain thereby any great 
acquifition. 

The Board have diredled me to requefc you will fubmit thefe matters to the Lords 
Commiflioners of His Majcfty’s Treafury, with this further obfervation : That the.new 
Propoficions which the Grand Canal Company have made, are not, in the Board's 
opinion, fo advantageous for the Public Service as the confirmation of the Agreement 
would be, more efpecially if the Terms required by their Lordfhips fhould be finally 
agreed to by the Grand Canal Company. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honble. George Cavendifh, Scc y (Signed) William Gregory . 

to the Lords CommilTioners of 

His Majefty’s Treafury. 

Navigation-office, 19th February 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 1 6th inftant, inclofing a Plan by 
Thomas Colbourne, one of your Engineers, for improving the Port of Dublin, by 
turning the courfe of the river Dodder at its jun&ion with the Liffey, and for making 
an external Harbour at the entrance of your Docks, capable of receiving about thirty 
large Ships every tide at high water. 

And 1 am directed to rtqueft you will defire Mr. Colbourne to call upon the Board 
on Thurfday next, at 12 o’clock. 

By Order of the Board. 

( S igned) William Gregory. 

Dire&ors of 19th February. 

The Grand Canal Company. 
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Navigation-office, 26th Feb. 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 16th inftant, inclofing a Plan by 
Thomas Colbourne, one of your Engineers, for improving the Port of Dublin, by 
turning the courfe of the river Dodder at its jundion with the Liffey, and for making 
an external Harbour at the entrance of your Docks, capable of receiving about thirty 
large Ships every tide, at high water. 

And I am directed to acquaint you, that Mr. Colbourne called upon the Board, 
and explained to them his fuggeftions in that Plan, but they do not think the propofi- 
tion of fufficientpromife to be at prefent undertaken. 

On the 19th of December la ft the Board fubmitted to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, their opinion refpeding the 
general improvement of the Harbour of Dublin ; and his Excellency having directed 
that reprefentation to be printed, the Board will foon forward a copy to you. 

The Board have received your letter of the iKth inftant, concerning the Navigation 
of the Shannon, and will give you an anfvv.er with as little delay as the nature of your 
application will admit. 



Directors of 

The Grand Canal Company,. 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory . 



Engineer-office, Dublin, 20th Feb. 1805. 
Sir, 

I apprehend from your letter of yefterday, and the one therein referred to, of the 
6th December 1804, relative to the reinftating the Battery, N° 8, at Athlone, that the 
iDiredors General of Inland Navigation have mifconceived the nature of the applica- 
tion on thatfubjed ; it was not to alk permiffion to rebuild the work in queftion, but 
to requeft that the Diredors of the Grand Canal Company might be defired to execute 
that work conformable to the affurance made by them to Government, at the time 
they obtained permiffion to take it down in order to repair the Lock, that this Battery 
was to be rebuilt by them to the fatisfadion of the Royal Engineer on the fpor. 

I have therefore to requeft you to explain this circumftance fully to the Board, and 
to ftate, that this Battery, being of confiderable importance in point of defence, no time 
fhould be loft in the reinftating it. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 

William Gregory, Efq. (Signed) B. Fijher, 

Navigation-office. L 1 Col 1 Roy 1 Engineers. 



Navigation-office, 21ft February 1805. 

Sir, 

.The Board have received your letter of the 20th inftant, in anfwer to theirs of the 
19th, dating, that you apprehend the Board have mifconceived the nature of the 
application on the fubjed of reinftating the Battery, N° 8, at Athlone ; that it was not 
to alk permiffion to rebuild the work in queftion, but to requeft the Diredors of the. 
Grand Canal Company might be defired to execute that work conformable to the 
affurance made by .them to Government, at the time they obtained permiffion to take 
it down in order to repair the Lock; that this Battery was to be rebuilt by them to the 
jfatisfadion of the Royal Engineer on the fpot ; and that, as this Battery is of confiderable 
Importance in point of defence, no time fhould be loft in the reinftating it. 

And I am direded to inform you, that the Board do not recoiled having made any 
engagement .refpeding this matter; but if you will point it out, the Board will moft 
readily fulfil it. As you ftate that the Battery is of confiderable importance in point of 
defence, .and that no time fhould be loft in the reinftating it, the Board fubmit to you, 
whether, for expedition fake, you may not think it advifable to rebuild the Battery, ancl 
let the expence hereafter be charged wherever it ought to fall. 

By Order of the Board. 

Lieu Col Fiffier, (Signed) Willim Gregory , . 

Commanding Engineer. * 
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Engineer-office, Dublin, 24th February 1805. 

Sir, 

In anfwer to your -letter of the 21ft inftant, dating that you are directed to 
inform me, that the Board do not recoiled having made any engagement refpecting. 
the reinftatement of the Battery N° 8, at Athlone, but that if 1 will point out, the 
Board will mod readily fulfil it; and, as I date that the Battery is of conGderable 
importance in point of defence, and that no time fhould be lod in the reindating it, 
the Board fubmit to me whether for expedition’s fake, I may not think it advif- 
able to rebuild the Battery, and let the expence hereafter be charged wherever it 
ought to fall. 

I have to requed that you will lay the following Statement before the Board of. 
Directors. In June lad, Mr. Cockburn, Contractor for the Grand Canal Company, 
went to Captain De Butts, Royal Engineer, and requested permiffion to remove the 
Battery, N° 8, as he had received directions from his Board to rebuild the Lock 
upon the fcite of which this Battery was ereCted, dating that the Directors would 
willingly defray the expence of reindating it ; this circumdance being reported by 
me to the Commander of the Forces, leave was granted accordingly, and an affurance 
had from the Directors of the Grand Canal to re-edablifh the Battery with every 
difpatch, & c. &c. Upon Mr. Cockburn’s being acquainted by Captain De Butts 
with the intentions of Government, he wrote to the Directors on the fubjeCt, and 
Meffis. Griffiths and Killaly came down to Athlone, and affured Captain De Butts 
that he might permit Mr. Cockburh to proceed in the works ordered by them ; and 
they declared that the Battery fhould be rebuilt agreeable to the wifhes of the 
Commander of the Forces, and to the entire facisfaCtion of the commanding Royal 
Engineer. 

I have no doubt but that this Agreement will be confidered as binding on the 
Directors of Inland Navigation, under whofe authority thofe of the Grand Canal 
were at that time aCting; and that after this explanation, there will be no hefitation on 
the part of die former to fulfil the engagements of the latter. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) B. Fifiher. 

Gregory, Efq. L' Col. Roy 1 Eng r . 

Navigation-office, 26th February 1805. 

Sir, 

The Board have received your letter of the 24th inftant, in anfwer to theirs of 
the 21ft, ftating the nature of the Agreement made by the Grand Canal Company 
for rebuilding the Battery, N° 8, near Athlone, 

.And I am directed to affure you, that the Agreement on the part of the 
Grand Canal Directors was without the knowledge or authority of this Board, 
who cannot think thcmfelves juftified in taking upon themfelves the engagements 
of other perfons. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 

Lieut 1 Col 1 Fifher, 27th February, 

See. &c. Sue. 



Grand Canal Houfe, 14th March 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

W e have had the honour to receive your letter, dated 1 ath inftant, in anfwer to 
our letter of the 1 8th February. 

Without entering into the argument whether we have a legal claim to be con- 
fidered as your Agents, we intreat a diftinCt anfwer, Whether you will, or will not, 
repay us the money which we have bond fide expended in ereCcing works on the 

1 6y. N n river 
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River Shannon, purfuant to Plans approved by yourfelves ; and, in cafe you think fit 
to refufe to do fo, whether you mean to take pofieffion of, and appropriate to the 
public ufe, the valuable materials and machinery with which we have confirudted 
two Locks, and made preparation for building two more, on the river Shannon? 

By Order of the Board. 

The Diredtors General of Inland (Signed). Daniel Bagot, Sec 1 '. 

Navigation, &c. &c. & c. 



Gentlemen, 



Navigation-office, 19th March 1805. 



The Diredtors General of Inland Navigation have received the honour of your 
letter of the 14th infiant (in anfwer to the Board’s of the 1 2th) Hating, That without en- 
tering into the argument whether you have a legal claim to be confidered as the Board’s 
Agents, you intrcat a difiindt anfwer. Whether the Board will, or will not, repay you the 
money which you have bona fide expended in eredting works on the river Shannon, 
purfuant (as you alledge) to Plans approved by this Board ? and in cafe the Board think 
fit to do fo, whether the Board mean to take pofieffion of, and appropriate to the public 
life, the valuable materials and machinery with which you have conftrudled.two Locks, 
and made preparation for building two more, on the river Shannon ? 

I am diredted by the Board to repeat to you, that they have not before them any 
documents or legal authority under which they are warranted to repay you the money 
which you may have expended in eredting works on the river Shannon, wherefore it is 
not in their power to comply with your requeft. 

The Board, on the 3d of July lafi, recommended to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the Lords of'HisMajefty’s Treafury, the Agreement fettled with you 
for the Navigation of the Shannon ; as foon as the Board receive a fignification ofthe 
plcafure of the Lords of the Treafury thereon, they will, confider what may then be 
proper to be done. With refpedt to the materials you have ufed in, and prepared for works 
on the Shannon, any determination refpedting them would now be premature. The 
Board ftated on the 12th inftant fome explanatory circumftances to the Lords of His 
Majefty’sTreafury, and as foon as it ihall be in their power, the Board will communicate 
with you further on the fubjedt. 

1 he Board cannot conclude without repeating their earneft recommendation that 
you will comply with the requifitions ofthe Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) William Gregory. 

Directors of 

The Grand Canal Company. 



^ Grand Canal Houfe, 3d April 1805. 

I am ordered by the Court of Diredtors of the Grand Canal Company to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th March, Hating, that your ConHituents 
being materially affedted by the high Rate of Toll on the Grand Canal, you have 
thought it necefiary to bring the fubjedt before the Houfe of Commons ; but that it 
being fuggeHed that an amicable fettlement was Hill poffible, and certainly preferable 
to all concerned, you poHponed the confideration of the fubjedt till May next, in 
order to afcertain if there remains with the Diredtors a difpofition to negociate for 
any portion ofthe Company’s Tolls; if fo, that you fliould communicate, with the 
Diredtors General of Inland Navigation, who, you fuppofe, will ffiew every inclina- 
tion to negociate on juH and reafonable terms, it being a meafure in which the 
Public are materially concerned. At the fame time you beg to fubmit, that, in your 
opinion, a partial Redudtion of the Company’s Tolls to any rate cannot anfwer the 
wiffied-for objedt, as it is highly defirable that whatever * Redudtion ffiould take 
place may be general, and not confined alone to Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes ; 
and that this may Hill the more be expedted, if the Company fliould think of only 
reducing their Toll to Three Halfpence, and not to One Penny (as all the other 
Canals in Ireland have done). That you had taken the liberty of fubmitting this to 

remove 
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remove an obftacle which may occur, and which, if in the-'firft inftahce could be 
avoided, would in your opinion facilitate much the negociation. 

I am defired in anfwer to your letter, to acquaint you, that the Directors of the 
Grand Canal are ready to enter into a negociation with the Diredtors General of 
Inland Navigation for the reduction of the Company’s Tolls, from Three Pence to 
One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile on all Corn, Meal, Male, and Flour to be 
brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal : and, as the Directors had learned from the 
public Newspapers, that it was your intention to bring the fubjedt of reducing the 
Tolls of the Company before Parliament, and as they were of opinion with you, 
that this was a matter more fit for negociation with the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation than for contention before the Legifiature, the Directors took the fenfe 
of the Company thereon at their half-yearly meeting on the 23d of March laft ; and 
the Diredtors were in confequence empowered by a refolution of the Company, to 
enter into a negociation, and finally to clofe a fale of the faid proportion of the Com- 
pany’s Tolls, on the Articles above enumerated ; but no power whatever was dele- 
gated to the Directors to difpofe of any further proportion of the Company’s Tolls 
on the faid Articles, or of any part of the Toll on any other Articles. The Direct 
tors, therefore, are by no means authorized or prepared to enter into a negociation 
for a fale of any proportion of their Tolls on, the Trade of the Canal, fave on the 
Articles already enumerated ; nor are they aware of any (tandard by which fo fhortly 
after the opening of the Grand Canal to the river Shannon, the probable future 
amount or value of the Tolls on the general trade of the Canal could be appreciated; 
and as the propofed Redudtion of Toll to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile 
on the enumerated Articles would place the King’s County, as well as every other 
County in Ireland, on an equal footing in regard to Toll, with the Counties ten 
miles South of Banagher and Athy refpedtively, the Directors trull: you will fee the 
propriety of confining your objedt to thofe limits. 

In allufion to that part of your letter, which Hates, that all the other Canals in 
Ireland have reduced their Tolls to One Penny per ton per mile, the Diredtors ap- 
prehend that you are in fome meafure mifinformed in that refpedt ; as they under- 
ftand, that fuch Redudtions extend only to the Articles above enumerated, and that 
they have been obtained on payment of ample prices or compenfations by the Public, 
and in purfuance of Agreements voluntarily entered into ; and to prove this, it is 
only necefiary to mention the following fadts : 

The Proprietors of the Royal' Canal, were, by their original Adi of Incorporation, 
entitled to levy no more than One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile on Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, brought to Dublin; for one-third part of which, namely. 
One Halfpenny, the Diredtors General granted them the fum of £. 95,866. which 
will be found to be nearly equal to one-third part of the whole expenditure of that 
Company (independent of Public Grants*) to June iUco: And to the Barrow 
Company in like manner was granted the lum of £.47,500. for a Redudtion of Two 
Pence per ton per mile Toll on the faid Articles, which fum appears to have ex- 
ceeded by £. 7,500. the whole amount of that Company’s private expenditure on faid 
Navigation at the above period : And the Limerick Navigation Company, being 
eitner unable or unwilling to finifh their works, the Diredtors General undertook to 
complete the fame at the public expence, on condition of a fimilar Redudtion of 
their Tolls with thofe on the Barrow Navigation ; and the Diredtors of the Grand 
Canal think they are warranted in afferting, that the completion of this work by the 
Diredtors General, will colt the Public more than double the amount of all the 
private money expended thereon, by the Limerick Company. 

From the foregoing fadts, you will perceive, that if the Public enjoy the benefit 
of reduced Toils on the Royal Canal, and on the river Barrow and Limerick Navi- 
gations, this advantage has. not been obtained without ample remunerations to thofe 
Companies who have relinquifhed their Toll ; and, if any analogy to the foregoing 
fadts is to be had in refpedt to the price to be allowed to the Grand Canal Company 
for a Redudtion of their Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, when compared 



* See Report of Committee on Inland Navigation, in Appendix to Commons Journals of Ireland, 
23d June 1800, voi. xix, part ii. page 1019. 

with 
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with the immenfe expenditure of the Company, independent of any'public Grants 
they may Have received, it will be found that the offer of £.130,000. for a Reduc- 
tion from Three Pence to One Penny per ton per mile on the enumerated Articles, 
made by the Directors General to the Grand Canal Company in the month of 
February 1802, bears no “ juft or reafonable” proportion to any one of the- fore- 
going purchafes made by them from rhe Proprietors of other Navigations. 

You fay you ftippole that the Dire&ors General will fhew every inclination to nego- 
ciate and conclude a bargain for the Company’s Tolls, on juft and reafonable terms ; 
your conviction on this fubjeCt doubtlefs arifes from thejuftly acquired character for 
worth and honour of their Chairman, and from the high integrity of every Member of 
that Board : but it is necefiary to remind you, that- Public Bodies are fometimes 
governed by principles of policy that do not exaCHy fquare with the rules of moral 
juftice, and that they may conceive it to be their duty to obtain the objeCt of their 
inftitution on the belt terms they can for the Public, without confidering whether the 
mode by which it may be obtained be confident with that rule of conduCt which every 
individual who compofes it would lay down for his conduCt in private life. Hence, 
the Directors prefume it is, that the Directors General, inftead of entering upon a 
ferious inquiry into the value of the Grand Canal Company’s Tolls, with a reference 
to their progreffive increafe, have endeavoured, by aiding and encouraging the Royal 
Canal on one fide, and the Limerick and Barrow Navigation Companies on the other, 
to force the Grand Canal Company to reduce their Toll without granting them any 
adequate compenfation. 

1 he Directors of the Grand Canal are fo convinced of the fairnefs of this preemp- 
tion from the faCts alledgcd, and others that have come to their knowledge, that they 
entertain no manner of doubt, that, if the Directors General lhall be plainly queftioned 
on the point by a Parliamentary Committee, they will have candour enough to 
acknowledge the faCt. The Directors, however, defire me to repeat, that, notwith- 
standing the foregoing circumftances, they are ftill difpofed to renew the negociation 
with the Directors General. 

The Directors intreat you will believe that they are fully fenfible of the upright and 
highly meritorious principles upon which you have undertaken to relieve the County 
which you fo worthily reprefent, from the Toll which the Grand Canal Company are 
entitled to levy on the Agriculture thereof. And the Directors doubt not, that, in cafe 
the prefcnt propofed negociation Ihould prove abortive, and that in confequence thereof 
you Ihould find it necefiary to bring the matter again before the Imperial Parliament, 
you will introduce the meafure with a defire to do ItriCt and impartial juftice between 
the Public and the Grand Canal Company. 

I am defired to tranfmit, for your information, a comparative Statement of the private 
property expended by the Proprietors of the Grand and Royal Canals, and of the Barrow 
and Limerick Navigations, together with the amount of Parliamentary Grants to each, 
as taken from the Report of the Committee of the Irilh Houfe of Commons on Inland 
Navigation in June 1 800 ; together with the lums fince granted by the Directors 
General of Inland Navigation to the faid Proprietors refpeCtively, for the feveral pro- 
portions of their Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes: to which I have 
added an'ExtraCt of the letter of the 10th July 1801, from the Directors of the Grand 
Canal to the Directors General of Inland Navigation, containing a comparative State- 
ment of the Grant made to the Royal Canal Company with the Grant then propofed 
to be made to the Grand Canal Company, for a reduction of the Toll from Three 
Pence to One Penny per ton per mile on the enumerated articles. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, . 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Tho 1 Bernard, Jun', Efq. (Signed) Daniel Baget, Seer. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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A Comparative STATEMENT of the Private Property expended by the Proprietors of 
the Grand and Royal Canals, and of the Barrow and Limerick Navigations; 
together with the Amount of Parliamentary Grants to each, taken from the Report 
of the Committee on Inland Navigation in June i8oo; together with the Sums fince 
granted by the Direftors General of Inland Navigation to the faid Proprietors refpedtively, 
for the Reduction of feveral Proportions of their Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and 
Potatoes, brought to Dublin. 




Granted by I 
Direftors General 
for 

Redudtion of Toll 
Encouragement 



In February 1802, the Di- 
1 redtors “ 



GRAND CANAL 



General offered 
£.130,000, for a Redudtion. 
of Toll from 3 d. to 1 d. per 
ton per mile on Corn, Meal, 
Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, 
brought to Dublin on the 
Grand Canal, which was re- 
jedled by the Grand Canal 
Company, who offered to 
reduce the Toll to 2 d. per 
ton per mile on faidArticles, 
for the above fum ; the Com- 
pany’s Tolls on laid Arti- 
cles, at that time, amounted 
to £. 5,000 per annum. 

For a Redudlion from 1 \d. to 
1 d. per ton per mile onCorn, 
Meal, Malt, Flour, and Po- 
tatoes, brought to Dublin : 
It appears by the letter of 
the Directors of the Grand 
Canal to the Dircdlors Ge- 
neral, hereunto annexed, that 
upon reference to the Parli- 
amentary Return in June 
1800, the total amount of 
theTolls of the Royal Canal, 
on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, 
and Potatoes, could not ex- 
ceed £. 233. 6. 8. per an- 
num ; for one-third part of 
which, viz. £.77. 15. 7. per 
annum, the Diredtors Ge- 
neral granted a Bounty of 
£.95,866 ! 

To be finifhed at Public Ex- 
pence ; probable coll of com- 
pleting, at leall £.18,000. 



ROYAL CANAL 



LIMERICK NAVIGATION 



BARROW NAVIGATION 



269. 



O o 
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Extrad of Letter from Dire&crs of Grand Cana! to Directors General 
of Inland Navigation. 

Grand Canal Hcufe, icth July i8ot. 

Gentlemen, 

* * Tou have thought fit to mention the Reduction of Tolls which you 
have effected on the Royal Canal, permit us, with great deference, to make a few 
obfervations on this fubjedt. 

According to the Statement of tire Royal Canal Company to the Committee of 
the Boufc of Commons on Inland Navigation, in May 1800, their Tolls for the 
preceding four months amounted only to. £.230. 5. the whole of their Tolls 
for that year could not, therefore, have well exceeded £.700. The Tolls of the 
Grand Canal Company for the fame period amounted to /. 1 5,000. and thofe on 
Corn, Meal, Malt, Hour, and Potatoes aio.ne, to upwards of 5,000. yet the Royal 
Canal Company are to receive the fum of £.95,866. for a Reduction of one-third of 
their Tolls on the Articles above enumerated, and we are only offered' £. 107,906. 
for a Reduction of. two-thirds of ours; the 'one-third which they relinquilh coo, is 
only One Halfpenny, whiife the two-thirds, which we are required to give up are 
Two Pence per ton per mile. 

Suppofing the Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, to have borne 
- on the Royal Canal the fame proportion to the total amount of their Tolls as thofe 
Articles do to the total amount of Toils on the Grand Canal, that is to fay, about the 
one-third part thereof, the amount of Tolls on the enumerated Articles on the Royal 
Cana! would be £. 233. 6. 8. per annum, for one-third of which, .viz. £.77. 15.7. 
you have thought fir to granc to the Royal Canal Company twelve hundred years 
pur chafe , that is tojav, the fum of f. 95,866. If the fame proportion of purchafe 
were to take place for the fale of two-, thirds' of our Toils on the enumerated Articles, 
viz. two-thirds of £. 5,000. per annum, we ought to receive upwards of Four Mil- 
lions fterling for the fale thereof. We do not prefiime to queftion the propriety of 
the foregoing tranfadlion with the Royal Canal Company; we are, however, utterly 
at a lofs to conceive upon what Statement of the prelent revenue of the Royal Canal 
on the enumerated Articles, or. on what calculation of its future amount, you have 
thought fit to grant them fo large a fum, as, under the 38th of His prefent Majcfty, 
chap. 79. the Royal Canal Company are bound by recognizance in the penalty of 
£.50,000. to execute their Canal to Thomastown, in the County of Weftmeath, 
thirty three miles from the river Liffey, without requiring any further pub ic Aid 
for fo doing, than the fum of £.25,000. granted to them by that Statute;.. and, from 
the frequent intimations you have lb properly given to us refpeCting our recogni- 
zance, you are fully fenfible, that recognizances ought not to remain dead leccers. 
Rut we think we have juft reafon to complain of the ufe endeavoured to be made of 
the Reduction of the Tolls on the Royal Canal on the enumerated Articles, viz. to 
force the Grand Canal Company, without any adequate compenfation, to reduce 
their Tolls alfo, left the low rate of Carriage on the Royal Canal Ihould draw off 
the Trade from the Grand Canal within a certain extent— the hoftilityof the inten- 
tion, however, is all the injury we are likely to liiffer from this meafuie. 

The Royal Canal has too many difficulties to encounter for us to entertain any 
ferious apprehen lions of its ever being completed to the Shannon; and, even if at 
fome future far diftant period, it Ihould arrive there, the dangerous Guiph ofLouo-fi 
Rhea mud for ever prevent the Carriage of Goods on the Royal Canal from any 
place to the Southward of that Lough; bur, although we do not prefume to queftion 
the propriety of the Grant on our own account, we humbly apprehend that the Pro- 
prietors of Land, the Millers, Maltfters, Manufacturers, and Farmers, in the fertile 
Counties of Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford, Tipperary, Galway, 
Clare, Limerick, _ King’s and Queen’s Counties, and a great part of the County of 
Weftmeath, whole property mult -be materially affeCted by allowing the high Rate 
of Toll to remain on the Grand Canal, will have well-founded caufe to complain, 
that they are not allowed the fame advantages which have been granted to perfons 
of their deferiprion by the Reduction of Tolls on the Royal Canal in thofe Counties 
through or near which it may be carried; and we doubt not, that when the Public 
frail be made acquainted with the circumltances of the cafe, means will be found to 

grant 
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grant them redrefs hereafter, by enabling you to make an adequate offer for the 
purchafe of two-third's of our Tolls on the enumerated Articles. We repeat, that 
-one principal objeft which we conceive the Legiflature had in contemplation, when 
it granted Half a Million for the encouragement of Inland Navigation, was, to 
-remunerate both the Landed I ntercft of this Kingdom, and the Inhabitants of the 
Metropolis, for the lofs fuftained by the abolition of the Bounties on the Carriage of 
Corn to Dublin ; — how far this object will be attained bv the partial grant of a hirne 
Turn of money to one Canal, which cannot come into operation for = perhaps twenty 
years, we leave to the confideration of an Imperial Legiflature, and to the feelings 
of thofe who have been taxed for the attainment of a general, not a partial benefit. 



Directors General of 



(Signed) lV m ‘ Greene, Sec 1 ', 



Inland Navigation. 



Grand Canal Houfe, icth April igoc. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Bernard, Member for the King’s County, having applied to us by letter, 
to know whether we were difpofed to enter anew inco the negotiation with you- for 
the fale of a portion of our Tolls ; 

In anfwer to which, we acquainted him by a letter, which we underhand he has 
fince communicated to you, that we were difpofed to enter into a Treaty with you 
for the fale of One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, 
and Flour. We therefore deem it our duty officially to acquaint you with this cir- 
c 11m fiance, that no delay may be imputable to us on a fubjed of fb much impor- 
tance. We beg leave at the fame time to affiure you, that although in confideration 
of the ftrong feeling which appears to be entertained on this fubjed by the Inhabitants 
of the King’s and Queen’s Counties, and the County of Kildare, on account of the 
inequality of i oil on the enumerated Articles between laid Counties, and thofe lyfoo- 
to the Southward of Athy and Banagher refpedively, we feel inclined to treat with 
you on fair and liberal terms ; we are by no means defirous of prefling the confidera- 
tion of it upon you, if you fhouid not 'deem it neceffary for the public in ter eft to 
entertain it. 

By order of the Board. 

The Diredors General of (Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec 5 '. 

Inland Navigation. 



Navigation-office, 24th April 1805. 

Sir, 

The Diredors General have confidered your letter to Mr. Hamilton, their Chair- 
man, of the 6th inftant, with a letter of the 3d, and other Papers from the Grand 
Canal Company, refpeding the Redudion of their Tolls; and have direded me to 
acquaint, you, that they have not the leaft objedion to receive and confider any 
Proportion refpeding the Navigations of this Country. 

As the Company have thought fit in their faid letter to you of the 3d, to quote 
from tneir letter to this Board of the iotli of July 180.1, a very unjuft and unfounded 
infinuation without communicating to you the Board’s anfwer, I am direded to fend 
you the inclofed copy of the Board’s anfwer thereto. It is unnecdlary to trouble 
you with the whole of thofe two letters, which you will find at large in tde return of 
the Correfpcndence laid before the Ploufe of Commons in confequenqe of your 
motion. 

.T he Board have this day, upon their meeting after the F.after Holidays, received 
a letter from the Grand Canal Company, dated the 13-th inftant, or which I am 
direded to fend you a copy ; and to acquaint you, that the Board have anfwered. 
That they are always ready. to receive, and confider, any Propofition which may be 
made to them refpeding the Navigations of Ireland. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Thomas Bernard, Efq. m. p. in the abfence of the Sec 7 '. 
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Extract from the Letter of the Diredtors General of Navigation to the 
Grand Canal Company ; dated 9th February 1802. 

You complain of the ufe endeavoured to be made of the Reduction of the Tolls 
on the Royal Canal, on the enumerated Articles, viz. to force the Grand Canal 
Company, without any adequate compenfation, to reduce their Tolls; alfo, left the 
low Rate of Carriage on the Royal Canal Ihoulddraw off the Trade from the Grand 
Canal within a certain extent. 

The Board muff again remind you, that a Reduction takes place upon the Royal 
Canal on all commodities whatfoever, whereas on your Canal, the Redudtion 
defired was only on Corn, Flour,. Meal, Malt, and Potatoes. 

The Board’s objedls in the Agreements with the Royal Canal, were, the Extenfion 
and Encouragement of Agriculture, the Ripply of Provifions to the Metropolis, and 
the communication of this Port with the interior of the Country, facilitating the 
exportation of its produce. If this Agreement fhould induce you the more readily 
to accept a reafonable compenfation for a Redudlion on a portion of your Tolls, the 
Board fhall have gained an important benefit to the Public; but the effedt is no 
more than you muit expedl from other competitions. From the Coaft Trade, now 
ftrengthened by the lowering of Freight in confequenee of the Peace, and from the 
Land-carriage now rendered cheaper by the Providential plenty of the laft harveft. 

You fay, the hoftility of the intention is all the injury you are likely to fuffer from 
this meafure. The Board utterly difclaim any fuch fentiment ; they have no par- 
tiality to one Body, or hoftility to another, their only partiality is to the Public good, 
and their only hoftility to that which tends to obftrudt it. 

Navigation-office, 24th April 1805. . 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 15th inftant, ftating, that Mr. Ber- 
nard, Member for the King’s County, having applied to you by letter, to know 
whether you were difpofed to enter anew into the negociation with this Board, for 
the falc of a portion of your Tolls ; 

In anfvver to which, you acquainted Mr. Bernard by a letter, which you underftand 
he has fince communicated to this Board, that you were difpofed to enter into a Treaty 
with this Board for the fale of One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile Toll on Corn, 
Meal, Malt, and Flour; you therefore deem it your duty officially to acquaint the 
Beard with this circumftance, that no delay may be imputable to you on a fubjedfc 
of fo much importance. You beg leave at the fame time to affure the Board, that 
although in confideration of the ftrong feeling which appears to be entertained on 
this fubjedt by the Inhabitants of the King’s and Queen’s Counties, and the County of 
Kildare, on account of the inequality of Toll on the enumerated Articles between 
laid Counties, and thofe lying to the Southward of Athy and Banagher refpedtively, 
you feel inclined to treat with the Board on fair and liberal terms ; you are by no 
means defirous of preffin^ the confideration of it upon the Board, if they fliould* not 
deem it neceffary for the public intereft to entertain it. 

I am diredted to acquaint you, that the Board are always ready to receive and confider 
any Proportion which may be made to them relpedling the Navigations of Ireland. 

As you thought fit, in your letter of the 3d inftant to Mr. Bernard, to quote from 
your letter to this Board of the 10th Juiy 1801, a very unjuft and unfounded 
infinuation, the Board have thought it neceffary to inform Mr. Bernard of the 
Board’s anfvver thereto. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

The Diredtors of in the abfence of the Sec y . 

The Grand Canal Company. 



Genrlemen, 



Grand Canal Houle, ift May 1805. 



We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 24th ult. in which yoii 
acquaint us, that you are always ready to receive and confider any Propofition which 



may 
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may be made to you refpedfcing the Navigations of Ireland; and you are pleafed to 
Rate, that, in our letter to Mr. Bernard of the 3d inftant, we had quoted from a former 
letter of ours to your Board, “ A very unjuft and unfounded infinuation.” 

We cannot but deem, the latter words har-fli, and by us unmerited. We mull 
however, lament, that in the courfe of the various communications which have palled 
between you and us, any expreffions Ihould have been made ufe of that could be con- 
ilrued into an intention on our partto'give you offence; and we beg leave to allure you, 
that with refpedt to the paragraph above alluded to, we intended to intimate no more 
than that it appeared to us to be your vvifn to make the redudtion of Toll on the Royal 
Canal an inftrument to induce us to a fimilar Reduction, on terms which you (having 
in view folely the ceconomical adminiftration of the funds intrufted to your care, and, 
without partiality towards the Proprietors of one Canal, or individual hoftility towards 
thofe of the other) deemed advantageous for the Public ; but which we, as Truftees 
for the Grand Canal Company, conlidering their great Expenditure on the execution 
of the Canal (amounting at that day to upwards of One million four hundred thoufand 
pounds, exclufive of public aid) deemed utterly unequal to the value of the portion 
of their then increafing Tolls on the feveral articles propofedto be fold. 

The extreme coklnefs with which you have replied to the matter contained in our 
laft letter would have, induced us to have clofed our correfpondence with you on the 
fubject of the file of our Tolls with the above explanation, had we not been further 
prefled by 'Mr. Bernard' to fubmit to the Government, through the medium of your 
Board, a fpecific Statement of the terms on which we would recommend it to the 
Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal to reduce their Toll on Corn, Meal, 
Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal, from Three Pence to One 
Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile ; and, although we are perfuaded that the lono-er 
the difcuffion of this fubjefl fhall be deferred, the more convincing proof we fhall 
have it in our power to offer of the moderation of our former demands for the 
Redu'&ion of Toll, we deem it our duty to accommodate ourfelves to the wifhes of a 
confiderable portion of the Community, who appear anxious for the Reduction in 
queftion. 

We beg leave to remind you, that, in the courfe of our former negotiations on the 
fubjeft of a Redu&ion of Toll, we propofed to recommend it to the Company to 
accept the fum of^. 130,000 for a reduction of One Penny per ton per mile Toll on 
the above enumerated Articles, or to accept the fum of £. 270,000 for a reduction of 
Two Pence per ton p; r mile thereon. 

; The foregoing Fropofuions on our part were made in the years one thoufand 
eight hundred and one, and one thoufand eight hundred and two, when it appeared 
that the foils for the year endmg February one thoufand eight hundred and one, 
on the above-named Articles, had amounted to no more than ,£.5,084. 13J. Since 
that period, the Grand Canal Company have expended upwards of One hundred 
and Seventy thoufand pounds of their own property in making the extenfion from 
'l uliamore to the River Shannon, near Banagher, in deepening and improving both 
lines of the Canal, and in pur chafing and bringing in feveral very confiderable addi- 
tional Streams of Water, in order to afford an ample fupply to anfwer the daily 
increafed demands of the Trade on the Canal. 

Herewith we tranfmit to you an Account of the Tonnage, Tolls, and Drawbacks 
on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal for the lad 
five years, commencing 25th February one thoufand eight hundred, and ended 24th 
February one thoufand eight hundred and five ; on which it is neceffary to. remark, 
that, during the laft year, the Canal was interrupted for upwards of two months, for 
the purpofes of deepening the bottom, giving it a general repair, and making feveral 
material improvements j that confequently the Receipts in faid Account°for that 
period are in reality for no more than ten months; and we conceive, that we may 
therefore with ftridt propriety be allowed to fuperadd thereto a proportion of one-fifth 
part of the whole, which would make the Tolls on faid Articles for the laft year 
amount to the fum of Ten thoufand Teven hundred and thirty-one pounds ; whereby 
it would appear, that the Tolls have in the laft five years not only been pregreffively 
improving, but that they have in the laft year of that period increafed to double their 
.amount in the year ending twenty- fourth February one thoufand eight hundred and 
one. Andie is further to be remarked, that fince the firft opening of the extenfion 

169. Pp from 
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from i ullamore to the river Shannon, in the beginning of the year one thoufand 
eight hundred and four, we have had frequent occafiOn to let down the levels, and 
to interrupt that part of the Navigation, in order to {launch confiderable leaks in the 
bottom and banks of the new Canal; and that in confequence of thefe interruptions, as 
well, as on account or the entire ftoppage of the Navigation of the river Shannon, 
the Company have hitherto reaped little or no acceffion of Toll from that part of the 
Navigation. When that extenfion {hall be made perfedt (which will be completely 
accomplifhed in a few weeks) and when the prelent arrangement, under which the 
Out- Ports of Ireland have been opened to the export of Corn, while the port of 
Dublin remains fliut, {hall, by the wifdom of Parliament, be correded, we entertain 
no , doubt that the amount of the Company’s Revenue on the above enumerated 
Articles, paying the full Toll of Three Pence per ton per mile, will very foon con- 
fiderably exceed 1 wenty thoufand pounds per annum, with a certain profpect of a 
Hill continuing increafe, one-half of which fum, at twenty-five years purchafe (the 
rate or purchafe formerly fuggefted by you) would amount to T wo hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds ; but, although from the progreffive rife in the annual amount 
7 -°'' S on enumeraI;e d Articles fince our laft communications with you on 
this fubjed, and alfo from the prefent extended and highly improved ftate of the 
Canal, we fhould feel ourfelyes warranted in increafing our demands for any propor- 
tion of Polls to be now fold to the Public, yet, in compliance with their wifhes, and 
as we admit that fome increafe of Trade would arife on the Canal by fo material a 
Redudion of 1 oils as that now propofed to be made, we are difpofed to recommend 
it to the Company to make a very confiderable abatement, not only from the laft- 
mentioned fum, but even from the price to which they fhould be entitled for the 
proportion of the Tolls on faid Articles now offered to fale, as compared with the 
prices required for the proportions thereof in our former negociations with you ; the 
proportions then offered to be fold being One Penny per ton per mile, for which we 
required £.ijo,oco. or Two Pence per ton per mile, for which we required 
£.270,000. ; and the average or medium of thofe proportions being One Penny 
Halfpenny, the average or medium of the price would, according to faid Rates of 
purchafe, be £. 200,000. 

. We beg leave, therefore, to acquaint you, that, in confideration of the foregoing 
circumftances, we are willing to recommend it to the Company of Undertakers of 
the Grand Canal to accept the fum of One hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds 
in compenfation for the Reduction of their Tolls on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, 
brought- to Dublin, from 1 hree Pence to One Penny Halfpenny per ton per mile, 
which, you will obferve, is only Five thoufand pounds more than the amount of the 
Company’s additional expenditure on their works, fence the former negociations 
between us. 

By Order of die Board. 



The Diredors General of 
Inland Navigation, &c. & c. &c. 



(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Sec 7 . 
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A RETURN of Tonnage, Toll, and Drawbacks, on Flour, Grain, Meal, and Malt, 
brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal, for five Years, commencing 25th February 1800, 
and ending 24th February 1805. 





Flour. 


O'"- \! 


Meal, j 


Malt. 


j Total 
i Tonnage. 


GROSS 

AMOUNT 

of 

TOLLS. 


Am 1 

Dsaweacks. 


NET 

AMOUNT 

of 

TOLLS. 




Tons. 

Cwts. 


H 0 


i° 3 


Tons. 

Cwts. 


j H O 


£. x. d. 


£■ j- 


£■ '• J- 


From Z5th Feb>’ iSco to 24th Febr 1801 


10,338 


1,03 O 


550 0 


649 5 


12,572 O 


5>365 1 2f 


|28o 8 2% 


5,084 13 — 


Prom 25 th Feb>’ 1801 to 24th Feb y 1802 


9,472 I? 


2,205 l 7 


J6z J 


772 SO 


12,917 6 


6,037 H 


304 6 8 


5’733 7 5 1 


■From 25th Feb^ 1 802 to 24th Feb? 1 803 


12,397 l8 


4,676 4 


88l O , 


1,700 5 


■9,655 7 


9,041 8 7! 


350 8 6£ 


8,691 — \ 


(B.) 

From 25th Febi" 1803 tozqthFeby 1804! 


12,463 7 


4,630 9 


749 5 


r.446 O 


19.389 1 


8,726 1811 


405 3 4? 


8,321 15 6/ 


(C.) 

From 25th Feby 1804 to 24th Feb/ 1805’ 


12,436 so 


5,801 2 


803 0 


1,407 15 


20,448 7 


9,39312 1 


450 19 3 


‘8,942 12 10 



(Signed) Thomas War.ham , Bro T ' 

{d- ) The Aims under the head of Drawbacks, are the amount of an abatement of one-half 
of the Toll on Corn, Meal, Malt, and Flour, brought from the lower parts of the 
river Barrow, and on the extenfion of the Canal from Tullamore to the river 
Shannon, in cor.fiaeration of the hitherto imperfefl. Hate of thole two Navigations. 

(F.) Trade llagnated in confequence of the -IrifurrcfUonan Dublin on 23d July 1803, 

(C.) The Canal was interrupted for the purpofe of a general repair, for two months of the 
year 1804. The Canal from Tullamore to the river Shannon was opened for trade 
.bout the beginning of the year 1804, and being found fo leaky as to render it im- 
'offible to keep up its levels without depriving the Navigation between Tullamore 
nd Dublin of water, it was in confequence interrupted three or four times during 
hat year, in order to ftaunch the bottom and fides, fo that fcarce any trade has yet 
ieen carried on this part of the Line; and the Dimilors, in confideration of its 
litherto imperfe&ion and frequent interruption, have as yet charged no more than 
Half Tolls thereon. A new effort, at a very confiderable expence, is now making 
to render the levels perfectly ftaunch, which.objeclyitis expe&ed, will be accomplilhed 
in_the courfe of a few weeks. 

(Signed;) Daniel Bagot,, Seer. 
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_ , Navigation-office, .7 th May 1 80 c. 

Gentlemen, J 

, . 1 Board llave received the honour of your letter of the iff inftant, in anfvver to 
theirs of me 24th ult. 

a he explanation you have given of the expreffions alluded to is quite Efficient, and 
makes tne Board happy in the confidence that your correfpondence wiil not again 
unpleafindy conftrain them to a juftification of the principles of their conduct. 

I he Board, in return, have direded me fairly to explain to. you the caufes of that 
tone in their lad; letter, which you term extreme coldnefs. They acknowledge, that, 
under prelent circumftances, they feared it would be needlefs to revive a ne»ociation 
for t.ie reduction of your Tolls, the terms for which on your part and on the & Board’s, 
had been lo very diftant ; it was evident alfo, from your Lecter, that your wifhes did 
not warmly lie that way. You aded more in compliance with Mr. Bernard’s defire, and 
you had not made a fpecific propofition ; neverthelefs, the Board thought it would ill 
become their public duty, or their refped to your Body, to decline the liftenino- to 
whatever offer you might think proper to make, which, for any thing they then 
knew, might poffibiy be acceptable ; they therefore expreffed their readinefs to receive 
and confider it : but the Board could not venture to. hold out an earned encouragement 
to a propoial of the extent of which they were ignorant, and the event whereof muff 
be doubtful, left they flrould be confidered as inviting a propofition which it mmht 
not be advifable to purfue. ° 

, Board’s offer of the 9th February 1802, was, £. 130,000. for a Redudion of 
the 1 oils on Corn or Grain, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Potatoes, upon your Navigation 
to One Penny per ton per mile, combined with other matters j your demand for the 
fame was £. 270,060. You now propofe to make a Reduction, but no lower than 
to One Penny Halfpenny, and only for thofe Articles coming to Dublin, for a Yum 
<75,000 j and you have accompanied your propofal with a Statement of your 
increaled Revenue upon the fame Articles coming to Dublin, to prove the’ reafon- 
abienefs of your demand. 

With the Board’s prefent information, they cannot prefume to deny, or admit, the 
juftnefs of your demand, or how far your propofal meets Mr. Bernard’s ideas for the 
benefit of the Kings County. Should Parliament, for the purpofe in contemplation, 
tmnic fit to extend their Grant, the Board would moft cheerfully enter with you into 
a free difcuffion of the fubjed ; but within the Board’s limits, and under all prelent 
circumftances, they are of opinion, that the unengaged portion of the Parliamentarv 
Grant mould be, in the firft place, applied to objeds appearing to the Board to be 
0 8f, eac N at ^ ona - importance, viz. the extenfion of Inland Navigation, particularly of 
the Shannon, and its junction with the Royal Canal, and the improvement of Dublin 
Harbour ; after thefe, the Board apprehend the remainder of the prefent Grant would 
rail too Ihort of your expectations, and that they ftiould fail in attention to you 
were they now to give you the trouble of an inveftigation, which could hardly pro- 
duce a lausfadory conclufion. 1 



The Diredors of 
The Grand Canal Company. 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

in the abfence of the Seek 



Gentlemen, <3rand ' Cana! Houfe » 1 7* May 1 Soj. 

™ ordercd b y tbe Court of Direftors of the Grand Canal Company, to 
fmmZn “I 0 " r C % Py of u the n Com P a "y’ s Petition, on the fubjeft of their unpleafant 
R iver Shannon, which the Diredors are about to have 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 



The Diredors General of 
Inland Navigation. 



(Signed) Daniel Bagot, Seek, 
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Navigation-office, 21ft May 1805., 

-Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 17 th inftant, tranfmitting a copy of 
-the Company’s Petition on the fubjedtof their unpleafant fituation with refpedt to" the 
River Shannon, which you are about to have prefented to Parliament. 

And I am directed to acquaint you, that the Board are much obliged to you for 
this mark of your attention.; I am at the fame time to obferve to you, that the Board 
prefume it is not your intention, by this communication, to expedt from the Board the 
admiffion of every circumftance dated therein. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R, Paine , 

The Diredtors of in the abfence of the Sec r . 

The Grand Canal Company. 



169. 



Q_q 
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2. COPY of all Correfpondence between The DireBors 
General of Inland Navigation in Ireland , and The DireBors 
of the Royal Canal Company of Ireland, fince the 31ft of 
O (Sober 1803; together with all Accounts and Statements 
enclofed or accompanying the fame. 

Henry R. Paine , 

Navigation-office, Dublin, pro 5 ec. 

31ft May 1 80.5, - 



Royal Canal Houfe, 3d April 1804. 
Sir, 

I am diredled by the Court of Dire&ors of the Royal Canal Company to 
requeft you will be pleafed toicommunicate to the Directors General of Inland Navi- 
gation, that a Committee from the Court of Diredtors will have the honour to wait 
on them on Thurfday next, on bufinefs of great importance,, if that time willfuit 
their convenience. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

William Gregor)-, Efq. (Signed) Mark Kerr, Seer. 



Navigation-office, 4th April 1804. 
Sir, 

I communicated your letter of yeflerdav’s date to the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors General, who has deftred me to acquaint you, that the Board having 
adjourned for the Eafler Holidays,' they will not meet before Tuefday next, when 
they will with pleafure communicate with the Diredlors of the Royal Canal. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your .moft .obedient humble Servant, 

Mark Kerr, Efq. Secretary, Henry R. Fame. 

Royal Canal Company. 



‘Royal Canal Houfe, yih April 1-804. 

I am ordered 'by -the Court of Eiredors of the Royal Canal Company to bee 
■leave to lay before you, as Chairman of the Diredors General of Inland Navigation” 
the Memorial ofnhe Royal Canal Company, together with the Plans, Specifications’ 
■and Returns of Expence, that will attend the execution of that part of the Line from 
Thomaftown Road to Mullingar, and to requeft you will be pleafed to lay them 
■before the Navigation Board. 

The Diredors of the Royal Canal have taken the liberty of fending their Memorial, 
-together with the other documents to you, in order that you may have an opportu- 
nity ol confidering them previous to the meeting.of your Board on Tuefday next ; 
and they have.direfted me to intreat you will be pleafed to urge as fpeedy a difeuf- 
iion or this matcer as poftible, as..the works from Newcaftle to Thomaftown, includ- 
ing the Blackwater and Boyne Aqueduds, are contraded for to be finifhed in the 
■courfe of -this year, .and ail the works from thence .to Mullingar in part contraded 

for. 
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for, and Propofals are received for the remainder to be finilhed by the 24th June 
1.805, if no delay fhould arife from a deficiency of Funds. 

And I am further dire&ed co acquaint you, that a Committee from the Corporation 
of the Royal Canal will have the honour of waiting on the Dire&ors General at their 
Board, on Thurfday.next, at twelve o’clock. 

The- Company’s Engineer has been written to for the Plan of the Locks, which 
lhalLbe laid before you as foon as it is received. 

I beg leave to fend herewith .a few of the corrected working fedtions for the Earth - 
works from Ballindery Mill near Mullingar to Coolnatray, including the fupply cut to 
Lough Owell, for the perufal of-your Board} the one given to you this dav by Sir 
William G. Newcomen, was a proof fedtion, in which fame alteration was made, it is 
/therefore notfo corredt as thofe I now fend. 

I have the honour to be,' 

Sir, 

Tour mod obedient very humble Servant, 

(Signed) Mark Kerr, Sec v . 



To the R ight Honourable and Honourable -the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation in Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Royal Canal Company. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That by Articles of Agreement made between the Diredtors General and the 
Royal Canal Company, bearing date the third day of November 1801, the faid 
Company agreed to fihifh their Canal from Thomaftown or Griffinftown to Mullingar, 
for the fum of £.55, 277. 3 s. 6 * 

That Memorialifs were induced to enter into faid Agreement in confequence of 

- certain Eflimates made by their then Engineer, Richard Evans, fince deceafed. 

That Memorial ills, upon the demife of Mr. Evans, found it neceffary to engage 
. an experienced Engineer, and having -heard -of the diftinguiffied charadter of Mr. 
John Rennie, made application to him to undertake the management and direction 
of their works (which he .-in fome time after commenced) and on his arrival in - 
fpedted the Line, and recommended various alterations and improvements, in order 
to render faid works more permanent, as appears by his Plans and Specifications 
: fent herewith. 

-That Memorialifts being fully convinced of the abfolure neceffity of executing 
: the works agreeable thereto, have judged it expedient and neceffary to carry his 
Plans into effect between Dublin and Thomaftown, whereby the Corporation have in- 
curred a very great additional -expence, infomuch that' tiie original Eftimate of 
the Boyne Aqueduft was only f .3,700, and, in confequence of the improvements 
recommended by Mr. Rennie, the expence of this work alone will be increafcd to at 

- leaftTwelvethoufand pounds-;- the e-xpences of executing the other works from thence 
to rhomaftow.n have alfo been eonfiderablv increafcd, in coniequence of the like 
improvements. 

Memorialifts beg leave to (late, that the original Eftimates made by Mr. Evans 
■ for, Mafon-woiks from Thomaftown or Griffinftown to Mullingar, amounted onlv to 
the fum of £.22,439. 1 d -• whereas the execution of thofe works, agreeable to iMr. 
Rennie’s Plans and Specifications, will amount to the fum of £.33,946. 1 7. y.d. ; and 
the original Eftimate of Earth works for that part of the line amounted only to 
the fum of^.32,8 1 7, 7 s. whereas the prefent Eftimate for executing the Earth-work, 
amounts to £48, 334. .a s. lod. an exceeding on the whole of £.00,033. it. 3 d. (as 
-appears by the Returns herewith) exclufive of a very confiderable fum paid by 
Memorialifts for. purchafe of Lands, and exclufive cf the fum of / 6 077 IO j for 
Mills and Mill Races. * " J ’ 

Memorialifts 



.’Right Hon. Sackville Hamilton, 
&c. &c. Sec. 
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Memorialifts further beg leave to (fate, that however great the difference between 
the two Eftimates may appear, yet it arifes in a great meafure from the improved 
iy Item of Mr. Rennie mainland Navigation, and increafed expences of Materials 
and Labour. 

Memorialifts humbly fubmit, that if thofe Eflimates had been originally made by 
Mi . Rennie, and laid before your Honourable Board, the amount thereof would have 
been gi anted Memorialifts, as being abfolutely neceffary to finifh the works in the 
manner recommended by him. And Memorialifts further beg leave to ftate, that 
they never would have agreed to fo great a facrifice as one-third of the Revenue 
arifing from their Tolls, had they not conceived that the fum then granted would 
have been furficient to complete the Navigation from Thomaftown or Griffinftown 
to Mullingar. 

Memorialifts further beg leave to ftate, that by very great exertion they have been 
enabled to raife a very large fum or money, fufficient to complete the Canal from 
Newcaftle to Thomaftown, purfuant to their Agreement, and which is now in great 
forwardnefs ; but from the very great , redudion of their Tolls, they would be totally 
unable to raife any fum whatever for the execution of that part of the line from 
Thomaftown to Mullingar, it being conceived by the Corporation that that part of 
the line would be executed by the Funds of the Directors General in confequence of 
the redudion of their Tolls. 



Memorialifts therefore hope the Honourable Board will take the feveral matters 
hereinbefore flared into confideration, and grant them fuch further fum as 
now appears neceffary for the completion of that part of the line from 
f M m R Wn t0 Mullin & arj accorc h n g ^ improved Plans and Specifications 



Royal Canal Houfe, 
5 th April 1804. 



Signed, by Order. 

Mark Kerr, Secretary, 



AMOUNT of Artificers Work neceflary to complete the Roval Canal from 
Thomaftown Road to che Town of Mullingar; viz. 



ft 0 Amount of Contradt for Mafons W ork, building eight Locks, 
_ '. 8 - 19 ; 2 °. 23 - & 2 J, atjf.j “oo. i&r.each 

To MafonsWork for 5 public Road Bridges, at ,£.1,074. u. 6 d. 
each 

To - ditto - for 2 private Road Bridges at ^.965 ~>\d. 

each - - _ . _ - * L' 

To - ditto - for 7 three-feet circular Culverts or Tunnels 
at ^-1.89. 141-. 8f/. each - - 

To - ditto - for 2 four-feet ditto, at £.247. r 5 s. 6 ^. each - 
1 o - ditto - for one five-feet - ditto _ _ _ _ 

1 ° -' ditto - for one fix-feet - ditto 

To - ditto - for one ten feet - ditto - 

P o " djtto - for one twelve-feet - Elliotical - 

To - ditto - for fix Lock Houfesj at /.150 - _ 

Carried over £. - 



& 


s. 


d. 


1 7.526 


8 


0 


5>37° 


7 


6 


L93* 


r 5 


3 


1,328 


2 


X 


495 


1 1 


0 


320 


14 


9 


395 


6 


6 


548 


5 


2 


86 r 


14 


3 


900 


0 


0 


29,678 


.5 


JE 
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£■ 


S. 


d. 


Brought over - 


29,678 


I 


5 


To Carpenters Work for eight Locks, 16 pair of Gates, 
Timber, and Workmanfhip - 








2,730 


0 




To - ditto - for three Stop Gates, ditto - 


270 






Incidental Expences 10 per. Cent. - - - 


3.267 


16 


6 


Carried to Return, N° 2 . - 


£•35.946 


1 


7 



I certify, That the foregoing Eftimate of Mafons Work have been repeatedly 
advertifed for execution by the Royal Canal Company, and that the Prices annexed 
to the feveral Locks, Bridges, and Culverts therein mentioned, are the lowed rates 
which any Contractor of character and property has propofed for the execution of 
the fame, according to the Plans and Specifications of Mr. Rennie. 



Royal Canal Houfe, 
5 th April 1804. 



(Signed) Mark Kerr , Sec r . 



N° 2. 



AMOUNT of Earth-work for making that Part of the Royal Canal from 
Thomastown Road to the Town of Mullingar j viz. 



To Earth-work as fet to Contractors, for that part commencing') 
with Lot N° 33, at Thomastown Road, and ending with l 
Lot 21 '■ u “ * /r -- li: ' 



at the deep cutting near Mullingar 



£• 



J 



9,208 3 



800 



To Cafh paid on Account of deep cutting? 

Lots 20 to 7 inclufive - - - } I4j4 °° 

Excavation now neceffary to finifh Canal 1 
through deep cutting Lots 20 to 8 / 
inclufive, containing 184,163 cubic f" 

Yards, at 12 < 7 . - - -J 

Excavation now neceflary to finifii Canal 7 
in Lot N° 7, being hard Rock - 3 
To Earth-work from Lot 7, Ballinderry Mill to the Harbour 
at Mullingar - 

To making a Harbour at the Town of Mullingar 
To finking Foundation of feven Bridges, at £.40 each 
To backing feven Bridges, at ,£.350 each - 
To puddling and {launching the Canal from Thomastown Road 
to Mullingar - _ 

To gravelling Trackways, &c. 

Incidental Expences 10 per Cent, - 



Carried over - £. 






£• *• d. 

9>547 11 3 



24,408 15 1 



2,392 o a 
1,600 o o 
280 o o 
2,450 o o 

2,240 o o 
1,040 o o 
4>395 16 6 



48,354 2 10 



Rr 
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Brought over - - 


£■ i - d. 
48,354 2 10 


To amount of Artificers Work, as per Return, N° 1. 


-35.546 I 7 


£■ 


84,300 4 5 


Deduct amount of Eftimates furnilhed ------ 


55.^77 3 


Amount of Expence exceeding the original Eftimates - \ 


29,023 I 5 


. I certify, That the foregoing is a true Account of Earth-works -contradted for by the 
Royal Canal Company, and the Eftimate of the neceffary works to.be contradled for 
and executed, agreeable to the Elans and Specification of Mr. Rennie. 


(Signed) 


Mark Kerr, Sec 7 . 


Royal Canal Houfe, 
5 th April 1804. 




Navigation-office, 


10th April 1804. 



Gentlemen, . 

The Board have received your Memorial, ftatmg, that there is a difference of 
Twenty-nine thoufand and twenty-three pounds one (hilling and five pence, between 
the Eftimates for the Works from Thomastown or Griffinftown to Mullingar, made 
by Mr Rennie, your prelent Engineer, and thofe made by Mr. Evans, your former 
Engineer, upon whole Eftimates your Agreement with this Board was concluded, 
which exceeding arifes from the improved fyftem of Mr. Rennie in Inland Navigation, 
and the increafed txpence of materials and labour ; and praying the Board to grant 
you fuch further fum as now appears neceffary for the completion of that 'part of the 
Line from Thomastown to Mullingar, according to the improved Plans and Speci- 
fication 1 of Mr. Rennie. 

And I am diredted to acquaint you, that the Board having already concluded and 
executed a Contract with you for that work, they muft decline taking up the fub- 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 
in the abfence of the Secretary. 



Royal Canal Houfe, nth April 1804. 

I have had the honour to receive the Board’s letter of the 10th inftant, and 
fhall take the earlieft opportunity of laying the fame before the Court of Directors of 
the Royal Canal Company ; and I beg leave to obferve, that the Diredtors did on 
Monday laft appoint a deputation from the Corporation of the Royal Canal to wait 
on the Directors General on Tburfday next, at twelve o’clock. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 

Henry R. Paine, Efq. (Signed) Mark Kerr, Sec', 

&c, &c. &c. 



ject anew. 



The Diredtors of 
The Royal Canal Company. 



Dublin-Caftle, 15th May 1804. 

Gentlemen, . _ ..... 

I fend you herewith, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, a Memorial which 
has been laid before his Excellency by the Royal Canal Company, reprefenting that 

the 
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•the Eftimates made- by their Engineer for the completion of their works, upon which 
they entered into an Agreement with your Board on the 3d November 1S01, have 
-proved inaccurate, and that the expence will confiderably exceed the fum dated ; 
and therefore praying his Excellency to take into confideration the great difficulty 
under which thev labour in confequence of the inaccuracy of the faid Eftimatcs : 

Vvnd his Excellency defines you will take the faid Memorial into your confideration, 
and report your opinion what may be proper to be done by his Excellency on this 

occafion. , , , , „ 0 0 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

Directors General of (Signed) A. Marjden. 

Inland Navigation, 



Navigation-office, 8th June 1804. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, , 

We have received the honour of your Excellency’s commands, fignifted oy Mr, 
Marfden’s letter of the 1 5 th' of May laft, accompanying a Memorial which has been 
-laid before yo.ur Excellency by the Royal Canal Company, representing, that the 
Eftimates made by their Engineer for the completion of their works, upon which 
they entered into an Agreement with this Board on the 3d November 1801, have 
proved inaccurate, and chat the expence will confiderably exceed the fum dated, anu 
therefore praying your Excellency to take into confideration the great difficulty under 
which they labour in confequence of the inaccuracy of the faid Eftimates; and your 
Excellency- having dirc&ed that we lhould take the faid Memorial into our confidera- 
tion, and report our opinion what may be proper to be done on this occafion : . 

We humbly report to your Excellency, that, after much difeuffion and deliberation 
upon the various demands propofed, and upon the Terms on which we lhould 
finally conclude the Agreement, the Royal Canal Company did enter . into Con- 
tradt with this Board upon the 3d of November 1801, for the completion or the 
works therein fpecifted, upon a Grant not exceeding the fum of Ninety-five thoufand 
eio-hc hundred ‘and fixty-fix pounds feven millings and ten pence, fubjeft to the 
conditions of the faid Contract; one of which conditions is, that if the expence or thole 
works lhould exceed the faid fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix 
pounds feven millings and ten pence, the excels of the expence lhall be borne by the 
faid Company: Such a ftipulation makes one article of Agreement witn every other 
Canal Company with whom we have had any fuch negotiation. Under tne circum- 
'ftances of our inftitution, we are hot authorized (and we agree in the propriety of the 
Law, which does not give uspower)to interfere with the condudt or the wonts, unleisl.) 
far as may refpedt the expenditure of the money granted ; the neceffity cn the b I P u ' a " 
tion before-mentioned in our Contradls is therefore indifpenfible, otherwife we mould 
aft in the dark, and be eafily led into the making very improvident Agreements, 
and the Public would be expofed to make good all the expenfive conlequences ot 
error, whether that error lhould originate in the_ management, the defign, or the 
execution; fuch a ftipulation tends to prevent profufion, to produce care and attention, 
and to infure more perfedl execution. The Company becoming thus reiponfible, 
any improvident or erroneous expenditure in the fir It inftance, or any future expence 
induced by inliifficrent or unlubftantial works, will fall upon the Corporation. 

W r e therefore highly commend the prudence which has led them to employ the 
diftinguifned abilities and experience of Mr. Rennie in the moft perfect defign and 
execution of their works. _ a 

The Royal Canal Company feem to infer, that if their Eftimate had been at nrlt 
made to the extent of their prefent Eftimate, this Board would have acceded to it. 

We by no means admit that confequence; had our- Grant exceeded the prclent fum, 
in all probability we lhould have required more advantageous terms for the Public : 
the excefs of demand has, in many i-nftances, made us reject applications, however 
Supported by Eftimates. In granting fo great a fum as Ninety-five thoufand eight 
hundred and fixty-fix pounds feven fniliings and ten pence, we had in view the 
reviving and reftoring the credit or the Corporation, and the eflabliihing, upon 
moderate Toll?, a capital Inland Navigation through a fertile country, with a com- 
£ mccaous 
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modious Harbour for the delivery of its produce in the Metropolis j a Bafon 
communicating with the fca by the river Lifrev ; the finilbing of the works for which 
they were bound to I arllament, and accompiiihing a Summit Level {implied from 
Dough y well, fo that this Navigation, as far as our Agreement extended, ihould not 
be deficient m any effential for the permanent benefit of the Public and the Pro- 
prietors. In the hope of fecuring thefe great points, we did not ferupie to recommend 
tne grant of fo great a futn, which, under other circumflances, we ihould not have 
done ; and that there might be no ground of excufe for any future failure, we agreed 
to make the Grant equal, to the full amount of their Eftimate, formed by an Engineer 
in whom they re poled-, a jealous confidence. 0 

In the firft of thefe .points we have been fuccefsfui, the credit of the Corporation was 
revived and they have been enabled to raife by loan a fum of One hundred and 
levenry thoufand pounds. It refts now with them to proceed in completing their 
engagement, and fulfilling the great objeds 'which were in our view when our Avree 
ment reftored their credit; and we have not the fmalieft doubt, that, with a-iuftcon- 
liderafion of their own benefit, the public good, and the honourable fulfilment of their 
engagements, their works will be throughout executed in the molt correct and fob- 
itanual manner. 

, T |! e R °y al Canal Company have informed your Excellency, that they concluded 
tne Agreement after a very long and tedious difeuffion of the fubjed, and cannot 
therefore but show that they had full time for deliberation. They were aware that the 
expence of the executed works might vary from the Eftimate, for they defired, that if 
there fhou.d be a Paving upon any of the fix divifions of their work, they Ihould be 
allowed it in difcharge of any exceedmgs which might happen on other divifions. 

Your Excellency will be pleafed to obferve, that the prefent application of the 
Royal Canal Company refers only to a part of their Line, and we cannot imagine what 
fecur.ty they can give ftronger than that which they have already given, not to make 
more after demands. 0 

Should we open this Contrad, as now defired, there can be little doubt that other 
Conti-adors would exped a fimfiar departure from their Agreements ; nor would it be 
poffible for us, m futuie Contrails, to guard againft fuch latent demands. 

£ of m i°f F ‘ V f, hUndred tllouf f" d P° und s was granted by Parliament for the pur- 
pofes of Inland Navigation, and for the improvement of the Harbour of Dublin • 
We have endeavoured by our recommendations to your Excellency, and the Lords 
of tne Treafury to difpenfe the fame with liberality, yet, with a due attention to the 
improvement of the country, laying the foundations ofinternal communication upon 
great lines fubjed to low Tolls About one half of the fum granted is already 
engaged and we have Hill to confiaer the improvement of Dublin Harbour (our ideas 
for which we hope very loon to fubmit to your Excellency); the Navigation of the 
Upper Shannon, and the affiftmg the Royal Canal Company (when they ihall have 
fat.sfador.ly fulfilled their prefent Contrad) to carry their Line to a jundion with the 
coimtry" ’ S “ h " " " S ° flcffer conflderatio fo f°r the advantage of the 

VVe are ferry that the Corporation Ihould fuffer from a too jealous confidence 
1 epofod in their late Engineer ; but on the other hand, we have great pleafure in 
refiedmg that the Royal Canal Company confifts of perfons of great opulence, of 
exalted charade, a, and of liberal and public fpirlt; and that when fheir contrad lha" 
be completed, they will be m poffeffion of a Navigation upon the greateft foale 
through a i ich country, having a fummit level in a moll elevated fituation, furnilhed 
with an lnexhauftible fupply of Water, and commanding the power of further ex- 
tending their line over great trads of country, as they may deem moft for the fo- 
creafe of their own property, and the benefit of the Public. 

Upon the whole, in obedience to your Excellency’s commands, we humbly report. 
That we muft continue to decline a compliance with the application of the Rmal 
Canal Company, which would defeat the caution we have endeavoured to obfe/ve 
for fecunty and ccconomy in the diftnbutlon of the Public Money, and for fpreading 
as wide as may be, the benefits to the Country intended by the Grant of Parliament?’ 
We have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

( S. Hamilton. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, (SiSMd) | 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON TOLLS OF THE GRAND CANAL of IRELAND. 




To his Excellency Philip Earl of Hardwicke, Lord Lieutenant General 
•and General Governor of -Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Royal Canal Company, 

'Humbly Sheweth, 

That in the 40th year of the reign of His prefent Majefty, an Aft was paifed in 
the Parliament of Ireland, intituled, “ An Aft for granting to His Majefty the fum 
« of Five hundred thoufand pounds for promoting Inland Navigation in Ireland." 

That at the time of palling Laid Aft, your Memorialifts -had completed a Naviga- 
ble Canal from the City of Dublin to Newcaftle, in the County of Meath, a diftanee 
of at leaf: twenty-two miles, and were alfo carrying on other works for extending it 
to Mullingar, in purfuance of an Aft of Parliament palled in this kingdom in the 
29th year of His prefent Majefty. 

That at that particular period, the ^preiTure of the times was fuch, -your Memo- 
rialifts were under the neceflity of applying for aid to the Direftors General appointed 
under faid Aft for the forwarding of Inland Navigation, and after a very long and 
tedious difcuffion of the fubjeft, it was agreed between the Direftors General and 
your .Memorialifts, that, in confideration of the fum of Ninety-five thoufand .eight 
hundred and fixty-fix .pounds feven ‘{hillings and ten pence, being the amount of 
Efti mates made on that occafion by Memorialifts Engineer (who is fince de-ad) and 
was the fum then really fuppofed to be Efficient to complete the Navigation to 
"Coolnahay, build a Sea Lock, an Harbour and Aqueduft, &c. to give up for 
.ever to the ufe of the Public, one-third of their intended Tolls, not only on fuch parts 
as were to have the benefit of the money fo advanced, but alfo on the line to New- 
caftle, which has been previoufly completed by your Memorialifts. 

That in confequence of the death of their then Engineer, and the appointment of 
Mr. Rennie, who is the Engineer at prefent, -it appears that the Eflimates by which 
your Memorialifts were induced to enter into the faid Agreement with the Direftors 
General were not only inefficient, but were highly detrimental to the interefts of 
the Company and to the Public; and your Memorialifts therefore confider them- 
felves perfeftly juftified in laying their fituation and grievance before -the Board of 
Inland Navigation, in hopes of that equitable confideration and further alfiftance 
which the peculiar hardfhip of -their cafe required ; and your Memorialifts beg leave 
to refer your Excellency to a copy of their Memorial to that Board, which they have 
•the honour to inclofe for your Excellency’s perufak 

That a few days after the prefentation of the Memorial alluded to, your Memo- 
.rialifts received an anfwer from the Direftors General, declining to take up the fub- 
jeft anew ; and, for your Excellency’s latisfaftion, a copy of that Anfwer is alfo 
humbly fubmitted for confideration. 

That however the -Direftors General -may conceive themfelves, as well as your 
Memorialifts, to be bound by the ftrift Letter of an Agreement, and to be reftrained 
from taking into confideration the errors of the Eftimates on which fuch Agreement 
was founded, your Memorialifts are happy to refleft that your Excellency’s libe- 
rality is 'Co-extenfive with your power ; but that you will give them the relief which 
they feek, a relief which, while- it will gratify your Memorialifts, and enable them to 
complete a great National work, will alfo materially benefit the Public, and more 
.efpecially the Inhabitants of Dublin; for the Bounty on the Inland Carriage of Corn 
has now ceafed, that Bounty having been granted by Parliament during the Duke of 
Bedford’s .adminiftration in Ireland, and continued with great advantage to agricul- 
ture, and to the fupply of the Metropolis, till the fum of Haif a Million was granted, 
to forward Inland Navigation, the advantages of which, it was juftiy conceived, would 
render the continuance of fuch Bounty uonecefiary, whereby a faving of about 
Ninety-fix thoufand pounds a year was made to the Nation. 

Your Memorialifts humbly beg leave to reprefenc to your Excellency, that the 
true fpirit of their Agreement with the Direftors General was, that in confideration 
of the abatement- which your Memorialifts confented to make in their Toils for the 
Benefit of the Public, your Memorialifts were to receive fuch a fum from the 
Direftors . General as would enable them to complete the aforefaid works agree- 
•1 69. S s * able 
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able to the Plans and Eftimates then laid before the Board ; but, by the mode pro- 
poled for the execution of thofe works by Mr. Evans, their then Engineer, and the 
Eftimare of the neceffary expence, they received from the Direftors General only 
the fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix pounds feven (hillings 
and ten pence, whereas, if the Eftimates had been originally made, as they have 
been fince done by Mr. Rennie their prefent Engineer, on his improved plans, it 
would have been evident, as it now appears, that the neceffary expence even from 
Thomastown to Mullingar, would have amounted to the fum of Eighty-four thou- 
fand three hundred pounds four (hillings and five pence, inftead of the fum of Fifty- 
five thoufand two hundred and feventy-feven pounds three (hillings, the former 
Eftimate. 

Your Memorialifts humbly beg leave to affure your Excellency, that they are far 
from imputing any thing to the Direftors General blameable or unjuft ; on the 
contrary, they conceive, that, under their powers, they muft be attentive to and 
Guardians of the Public Money intruded to their care, and they have only afted as 
zealous and drift obfervers of the truft committed to them by the voice of the 
Legiflature. 

And your Memorialifts therefore humbly pray your Excellency will be pleafed to 
take into confideration the great difficulty under which they labour in confe- 
quence of the inaccuracy of the Eftimate made for the completion of the 
works, by which they were induced to furrender a great portion of their Tolls, 
far exceeding in value (as is conceived) the fum neceffary for the completion 
of the Canal, even according to Mr. Rennie’s Plans and Eftimates ; and that 
your Excellency will be gracioufly pleafed to give fuch Recommendation to 
the Direftors General on the occafion as to your Excellency (hall fee m meet. 

And your Memorialifts will pray. 

(Signed) Mark Kerr , Sec y . 

April 27 th 1804. 



Royal Canal Houle, 9th July 1804. 

Sir, 

By defire of the Court of Direftors of the Royal Canal Company, I have the 
honour to fend herewith the Second Account of Money expended by the Company, 
being part of the fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix pounds feven 
(hillings and ten pence, amounting to Nine thoufand eight hundred and feventy 
pounds feven (hillings and four pence, which, with the balance of the laft Account of 
Three hundred and twenty-three pounds eight (hillings and ten pence, makes, in the 
whole, the fum of Ten thoufand one hundred and ninety-three pounds fixteen (hillings 
and three pence, on which the Company now claim the fum of Ten thoufand pound's, 
under their Contraft with the Direftors of Inland .Navigation j and I am ordered by 
the Court of Direftors to requeft you will be pleafed to lay the fame before the Di- 
reftors of Inland Navigation, and that they will be pleafed to take the fame into their 
confideration. 

Sir William G. Newcomen being confined to his bed, is incapable of making the 
ufual Affidavit as Treafurer to the Royal Canal Company, therefore Mr. Haughton, 
his Book-keeper, has examined the Vouchers and the Account, and has annexed his 
Affidavit thereto. 

The Direftors of the Royal Canal Company truft, that, under the prefent circum- 
ftances, the Certificate of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, together with the an- 
nexed Affidavit, will be fufficient. 

I fend with this Account the different Vouchers and Receipts, (lie wing the particulars 
of each fum charged therein. 

I am further direfted to requeft that the Direftors of Inland Navigation will be 
pleafed to have the fum now claimed granted, on account of the works to be executed 

near 
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near the river Liffey, and on the execution of the Line from Thomastown to Mul- 
lingar., as alfo on account of that part from Mullingar to Lough Owell. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient and very humble Servant, 

(Signed) Mark Kerr, Sec 1 '. 

William Gregory, Efq. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Navigation-office, 12th July 1804. 

Sir, 

The Board have received your letter of the 9th inftant, inclofing the Second 
Account of Money expended by the Royal Canal Company, and claiming a further 
- advance of Ten thoufand pounds'; and Rating, that Sir W. G. Newcomen being 
confined to his bed, is incapable of making the ufual Affidavit as Treafurer to the 
Company, and therefore Mr. Haughton, his Book-keeper, has examined the Vouchers 
and Account, and has annexed his affidavit thereto. 

I am directed to acquaint you, that the Board cannot depart from the terms of the 
Contract, therefore, if Sir William Newcomen will appoint a day, one of the Diretftors 
General will attend him for the purpofe of taking his atteftation to the Accounts. 

With regard to the requeft of the Company, that the Board will have the fum now 
claimed granted, on account of the works to be executed near the river Liffey, on the 
execution of the Line from Thomastown to Mullingar, and on account of that part 
from Mullingar to Lough Owell : 

I am dire&ed to requeft the Company will Rate fpectfically what lum they require 
on each of thofe particular parts of the works. 

By order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine , 
in the abfence of the Secretary. 

Mark Kerr, Efq. Sec y to 

The Royal Canal Company. 

Royal Canal Houfe, 16th July 1804. 
Sir, 

I have had the honour'of laying your letter of the 12th inftant before the Court of 
Direftors of the RoyalCanal Company, ftating, for reafons therein mentioned, that it 
would be neceffary that Sir William G. Newcomen would make his Atteftation to the. 
Account laid before the Directors of Inland Navigation on the 9th inftant; and lam 
ordered by the Court of Directors of the Royal Canal to requeft you will be pleafed 
to return their thanks to Mr. Blackwood, for his polite and ready compliance in giving 
up the Account and Vouchers, which I herewith have the honour to return to you, 
regularly attefted, agreeably to the defire of your letter. 

In your letter you defire the Company to ftate Ipecifically what fum they require on 
each of the works on account of which they now claim the advance of Ten thoufand 
pounds ; and I am defired by the Court of Directors of the Royal Canal to acquaint 
you, that they intend to apply the fum of Two thoufand pounds towards building the 
Sea Lock to communicate with the river Liffey ; Seven t-hcufand pounds on the 
-executibn of the Line from Thomastown Road to Mullingar ; and One thouland 
pounds on account of the Supply Cut from Mullingar to Lough O.vell ; on thefe par- 
ticular works, and in the proportion as Herein ftated, they beg leave to requeft- the 
D:re£tors of Inland Navigation will be pleafed to grant the advance of Ten thoufand 
pounds, which the Company now claim. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient very humble Servant* 

Henry R. Paine, Efq: Affiftant (Signed) * Mark Kerr, Sec y . 

Sec y to the Direftors- of 
Inland Navigation. 
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The Second Account of Money expended by the Royal Canal Company., 
being part of the fum of £. 95,866. 7. 10. granted ..by the Directors General of 
Inland Navigation in Ireland, to the faid Royal Canal Company, towards complet- 
ing the faid Canal from the river Liffey in the County of the City of Dublin, to 
Coolnahay in the County of Weftmeath, purfuant to their Agreement of the 
3<i day of November 15801, with the faid Directors General appointed under and 
by virtue of a certain ACt of Parliament, palled in the fortieth year of the reign 
of His prefent Majefty, intituled, “ An ACt for granting unto His Majefty the fum 
, “ of Five hundred thoufand pounds for promoting Inland Navigation in Ireland, 
“ and for the other purpofes therein mentioned j and for authorizing the raifing 
“ the faid fum by Loan.” 

EXPENDITURE on that part of the Royal Canal between Thomastown or 
Griffinstown and Mullingar, from the 17th day of September 1803, to the 
2d day of July 1804. 



£• s. a. 

Paid Mich 1 Ternam, Pay Clerk, to pay a return for Contractors, 

on acc' of Earth-work, to the - - 17th September 1803 743 8 3 

More, to pay a return for - - D° - - on acc' of - - D°, 

to the -------- - 15th October — 925 2 4 

More, to pay John Rennie, Efq. Chief Engineer, as a 
farther compenfation forhis laftinfpedlion of the Works, 

&c. - -- -- -- -- -- - 17th Nov. — 122 17 —> 

More, to pay a return on acc' of Earth-work, to 
the ------------ 1 2th Nov. — 576 f6 6 

More, to pay Jacob Ormond, on acc' of - D°, - - 8th Dec. — 130 

More, to pay a return on acc' of Earth-work, to 

the - -- -- -- -- -- - 10th Dec. — 970 2 10 

More, to pay - D° - on acc' of - D° - to the - 7th Jan. 1804 643 16 6 

More, to pay - D° - on acc' of - D° - to the - 4th Feb. — 526 18 10 

More, to pay Thomas Townfhend, Eng' on acc' of his 

Salary ----------- 20th Feb. — 50 

More, to pay Geo. Webb, on acc' of making a new Road 

at Downes ---------- ift March — .100 — ■— 

More, to pay a return for Contractors, on acc' of Earth- 
work - - - - - - 3d March — 505 15 9 

More, to pay - D° - on acc' of - D° - - - 31ft - - - — 560 4 — 

More, to pay a return for Contractors, purfuant to meafure- 

ment - -- -- - - -- - to 1.2th April — 484 

More, to pay Tho* Townlhend, -balance of his quarters 

Salary ---------to the 25th March — 55 8 4 

More, to pay a return for Contractors, toihe 28th April — - 884 3 10 

More, to pay Sam 1 Evans and Co. on acc' of Earth- 
work -- ------- - - 10th May — aoo 

More, to pay a return of fundry Works - to the 17th - — 1.19 1 4 

More, to pay a return for Contractors - to the 26th - - — ,3 25 7 6 

More, to pay a return on acc' of D° 7th June — 99 18 .1 

More, to pay MefTrs. Henry and Mullen, on acc' of build- 
ing Locks ---------- nth D° — 500 

More, to pay Edw d Lacy and Co. on acc' of Earth- 
work - - - - - 1 8 th D° — 100 

More, to pay a return for Contractors, from 26th May? , 

co 23d June ) 1 >‘ 1 77 6 3 

More, to pay Tho 5 Townfhend, Engineer, on acc' of 

Salary -------- - - - - 2d July — 70 — — 

Amount of Expenditure, from 17th Sept. 1803,? - . 

to 2d July 1804 - - - - .. . ..)>£• 9 ' 8 7 ° 7 4 
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Amount brought forward - - - 

To which add a Balance due the Royal Canal Company on 
laft acc', which proved the Expenditure of - £. 10,323 8 10 

The Company having received on the 26th Odt. 

1803, but - -- -- -- -- - 10,000 



£■ s - d. 

9,870 7 4 



323 8 10 



10,193 16 2 



Afs' Sec r and Pay Clerk. 



County of 1 John Haughton came before me this day, and maketh oath on 
the City of Dublin, whe Holy Evangelifts, That he is a Book-keeper, in the employ- 
10 W1 ■’ * ment of Sir W m Gl we Newcomen, Bart, and Company ; and that the 

faid Sir W m GT e Newcomen is Treafurer of the Royal Canal Corporation, and is now 
fo indifpofcd as not to be able to go before a Magiftrate to prove the Second Royal 
Canal Account of Expenditure between Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar. 
And this Deponent further faith, That he has carefully examined the faid Account, 
which is a true Abftradt from the Company’s Accounts, compared with the Vouchers ; 
that the amount thereof, Ten thoufand one hundred and ninety-three pounds fixteen 
{hillings and two pence, has been paid as therein fet forth ; and that he believes the 
fame to have been expended on and for account of the Works of the Royal Canal 
Navigation between Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar. 

Sworn before me, this 10th day of July 1804. 

J. Haughton. Henry Hutton . 



’County of Dublin, 7 Sir W® G we Newcomen, Bart. Treafurer to the Royal Canal 
to wit. j Company, came before me this day, and maketh oath on the Holy 
Evangelifts, That the foregoing is a true Abftraft from the Company’s Accounts, 
compared with the Vouchers ; that the amount thereof, Ten thoufand one hundred and 
Ninety-three pounds fixteen {hillings and two pence, has been paid as therein fet 
forth ; and that he believes the fame to have been expended on, and for account of the 
Works of the Royal Canal Navigation between Thomastown or Griffinstown and 
Mullingar, 

Sworn before me, this 1 6th day of July 1804. 

W. G. Newcomen . Samuel Reed. 



We, the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Royal 
Canal, do certify, That we have examined the foregoing Account, and compared ic 
with the Company’s Books ; that the lame is true, and that we verily believe the 
"money has been expended on the. Works of the Royal Canal Navigation, between 
Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar. 

Rob’ Martin. 

Ab m Bradley King. 

l&g* 1 Tt 
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Mem. 

Purfuant to the defire of the Royal Canal Company, in, their letter of the 13th 
inftant, and the Board’s order of this day, the Vouchers for the items of the above 
Account (firft compared therewith) were returned 'to Mark Kerr, Efq. Sec y to the 
faid Company, for the purpofe of their being laid before the Commifiioners of Account, 
to be pafled according to Law. 

(Signed) William Gregory , Sec y . 

14th Nov. 1804. 



Royal Canal Houle, 31ft O&ober 1804. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to fend herewith the Third Account of Money expended by 
the Royal Canal Company, being part of the fum of £. 95,866. 7. 10. granted by 
the Directors of Inland Navigation in Ireland to the Royal Canal Company, by 
which it appears, that the Expenditure from the 9th of July to the 2ad of -Odtober 
1804, amounts to the fum of Ten thoufand one hundred and thirty-one pounds 
fourteen (hillings and three pence, which, with the balance of the laft Account, 
makes the fum of Ten thoufand three hundred and twenty-five pounds ten (hillings 
and five pence, on which the Company now claim an advance of Ten thoufand 
pounds, purfuant to their Agreement with the Diredtors of Inland Navigation ; and 
lam de fired by the Court of Directors to requeft you will lay the fame before the 
Dire dors' of Inland Navigation, and that they will be pleafed to take the fame into 
their confideration ; and, as the completion of the Canal from Thomastown or Grif- 
finstown and Mullingar require their immediate attention and exertion, I am there- 
fore to requeft the Diredtors of Inland Navigation will be pleafed to grant the advance 
of Ten thoufand pounds, now claimed on account of the execution of that part of 
the Line only. 

, I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

William Gregory, Efq. (Signed) Mark Kerr , Sec r . 

&c. &c. &c. 



The Third Account of Money expended by the Royal Canal Company, being 
part of the ("urn of £. 95,866. 7. 10. granted by the Diredtors General of Inland 
Navigation in Ireland to the faid Royal Canal Company, towards completing the 
laid Canal from the River LifFey in the County of the City of Dublin, to Coolnahay 
in the County of Weftmeath, purfuant to their Agreement of the 3d November 
1801, with the faid Diredtors General appointed under and by virtue of a certain 
Adt of Parliament, pafled in the 40th year of the reign of His prefent Majefty, 
intituled, “ An Adt for granting unto His Majefty the fum of Five hundred 
“ thoufand pounds for promoting Inland Navigation in Ireland, and for the other 
<c purpofes therein mentioned, and for authorizing the raifing of the faid fum 
“ by Loan.” 

EXPENDITURE on that part of the Line of the Royal Canal between 
Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar, from the 9th day of July to the 
22d day of Odtober 1804. 



Paid Mich 1 Ternan, Pay Clerk, to pay J. A. 
Jones, Affis 1 Engineer, one quarter’s falary, 
due the - 9th July 1804 


£- s- d. 
125 




More, to pay a return on Account of 
Earth-work, to the - - 21ft D° — 


132 2 — 




Carried forward - - £. 


2J7 2 — 
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Amount brought forward - - - 
More, to pay a return on Account of 


257 2 — 




fundry works, to the - - 21ft D° 1804 

More, to pay Purden and Conroy, in full 


1,502 7 6 




for Earth-work, to - - 15th Aug' — 

More, to pay Samuel Evans and Co. in 


100 18 6 




full for D° to - - - - 23d D° -*» 

More, to pay a return on Account of 


266 13 j 




fundry works, to - - - 1 8 th D° — 

More, to pay George Knowles, Infpe&or 
of Mafonrv, one quarter’s lalary, 


2,319 12 7 




due to - - - - - - 18 th D° — 1 

More, to pay Thomas Townfhend, Refi- 
dent Engineer, balance in full for 
falary, and -all Accounts, Claims, or 


56 17 6 




Demands - - - - 13 th Scpt r — 

More, to nay a return oh ,Acc* of fundry 


l8l p I I 




works, to - - - - 15th D° — 

More, to pay Bryan Bolger, on Acc' of 
his Bill for meafuring the Company’s 


2,247 12 


[ ' . ' 


works ------ 26th D’ — 

More,’ to pay John Barlow, for printing 
working Sedions of the Line, to 


IOO 




the ----- 10th Odober — 
•More, to pay J. A. Jones, Allis' Engi- . 


16 4 — 




neer, one quarter’s falary to the 9th Qd r — 
More, to pay a return of fundry works. 


125 — 




to the ------ 13th D° — 

More, to pay James Murray, Refident 


2,290 17 2 




Eng' on Acc' - - - - 2 2d D J — 

Expenditure on the Sea Lock, adjoining 
the River Liffey. 

More, to pay for 68 Tons of Puzzolana, 


IOO 


9,564 14 ^ 


More, to pay Expences in landing the 
Steam Engine; aifo on Acc' of Tim- 


380 10 6 




ber and Puzzolana - - loth D° — 

More, to pay Balance of Expences on 


113 15 — ■ 




D° ----- - - 27th D° — 

More, to pay a return for Timber, &c. 


14 18 6 




for a Pile Dam - - - 22d Od r — 

To which add the Balance due the Royal 
Canal Company on the lalt Account 
to the 2d July laft, which proved the 


57 1 s 8 


5 66 19 8 

10,131 14 3 


^expenditure of 


10,193 16 2 




Out of which the Company received but - - 


10,000 — • — 
£■ 


193 1 6 2 
10,325 10 5 



(Signed) Mark Kerr , Secretary. 

Mich' Ter nan, Pay Clerk. 
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County of ^ Sir William Gleadowe Newcomen, Bart. Treafurer to the 
the City of Dublin, C Royal Canal Company, came before me this day, and maketh 
to wit. J oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that the foregoing is a true Abftradt 
from the Company’s Accounts compared 'with the Vouchers j that the Amount 
thereof* being Ten thousand three hundred and twenty-five pounds ten fhillino-s and 
five pt-nce, has been paid as therein fet forth, and that he believes the lame to have 
been expended on and for account of the Works of the Royal Canal Navigation 
between Thomastown or Grifiinstown and Mullingar, and on the intended Sea Lock 
adjoining the River LifFey. 

Sworn before me, this 31ft day of Odlober 1804. 

TV. H. Archer. 

W. G. Newcomen. 



We, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Royal 
Canal, do certify, that we have examined the above Account, and compared it 
with the Company’s books ; that the fame is true, and that we verily believe the 
Money has been expended on the Works of the Royal Canal Navigation between 
Thomastown or Grifiinstown and Mullingar, and on the intended Sea Lock adjoin- 
ing the River LifFey. 

Rob' Martin y Chairman. 

Rob 1 Deey, pro Deputy Chairman. 

Mem.— Purfuant to the defire of the Royal Canal Company, in their letter of 
the 13th inftantj'and the Board’s order of this day, the Vouchers for the items of 
the above Account (firft compared therewith) were returned to Mark Kerr, Efq. 
Secretary to the faid Company, for the purpofe of their being laid before the Com- 
miffioners of Accounts, to be palfed according to Law. 

W. Gregory , Sec 7 . 

14th November 1804. 



Royal Canal Houfe, 13th November 1804. 

Sir, 

I am defired by the Court of Dire&ors of the Royal Canal to acquaint you, that 
the Commiffioners of Impreft Account have called upon the Company to furnilh forth- 
with an Account of the Expenditure of all fums of money granted to them by the 
Diredtors General of Inland Navigation, fo far as they may be able to make up the 
fame, and I am directed to requeft you will be pleafed to acquaint, the Directors 
General, that, to enable the Royal Canal Company to prove the Expenditure of the 
Account required by the Commiffioners of Account, it will be neceffary to have the 
Returns, with the Receipts and Warrants, given in with the different Accounts 
furnifhed them ; and that they will be pleafed to give an order for thofe Vouchers, 
neceffary to prove the Account now to be laid before the Commiffioners. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient and very humble Servant, 

(Signed) Mark Kerri Sec 7 , 

William Gregory, Efq. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, 

Purfuant to 
the 13 th inftant. 



Navigation-office, 14th November 1804. 

the defire of the Royal Canal Company, fignified by your letter of 
I have the honour to return the Vouchers for the three firft Ac- 
counts 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



■on TOLLS of the GRAND CANAL of IRELAND. 



169 



.counts laid before this Board, by the Royal Canal Company, to enable them to prove 
Their Expenditure before the Commiffiohers of lmpreft Accounts. 

By Order of the Board. 

.(Signed) William Gregory . 

Mark Kerr, Efq. 

:Secretary to the Royal Canal Company. 

Dublin Cattle, 30th December 1,804. 

Gentlemen, . . . . „ „ , • 

The Lord Lieutenant having had under his confideration your Report to his 
Excellency of the 8th June lad, Hating therein your reafons for continuing to decline 
a compliance with the application of the Royal Canal Company of granting them a 
further fan to enable them to complete the Canal to Mullingar according to the 
improved Plan and Specification ot Mr. Rennie— me Plans and Eftimates of their 
former Engineer Mr. Evans, on.the ground of which they repreient their Contrail: 
■with' you for completing the faid Canal had been made, having been found to be in- 
accurate— together with a Memorial which his Excellency had received horn the 
Direftors of the Royal Canal dated the goth of the fame month, inconfequence of the 
communication made to them of your faid Report, I have received his Excellency s 
.commands to tranfmit to you a copy of the faid Memorial, and to Egmfy to you Ins 
defire that you do take the. fame into your confideration, and report to his Ex- 
cellency, whether, from any thing therein Hated, you fee any reafon for changing the 

opinion you have given of the impropriety of granting any further fum to the laid 

Company under their prefent Contraft j and, if not, whether any mode occurs to 
you, by which the Direftors of the Royal Canal can be relieved from the embarraff- 
ment they reprefenr themfelves to be now under ? : . ■ 

On a communication which took place between me and a Committee of the 
Direftors of the Royal Canal, on the 8th inftanr, it was fuggeHed by the Committee, 
that a Loan af Twenty-five thoufand pounds would be a means relieving the 
Company No encouragement was however given to them, that fuob a propolmon 
would be acceded to ; but, as the Company have been led to expeft an ant wer would 
be erven to that propofition, his Excellency is defirous of being furptflred with your 
-opinion,, how far it may be advifable, under all the exifling circumHances, to grant 
fuch relief > and if fo, under what conditions. As alfo, whether you conflder yourlelves 
authonfed under the Aft, to. advance, the- fame out of the Five hundred thoufand 
pounds which has been placed by Parliament under your d.reftion i 
I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your molt obedient humble Servant, 



(Signed) 



Evan Nepean. 



The Direftors General 
.of inland Navigation, 



Royal Canal Houfe, 30th June 1804. 

May it plbafe your Excellency, , , 

4 the Direftors of the Royal Canal, having read and duly confidered the 
•Report addrefled to your Excellency by the Direftors of Inland Navigation, dated 
•the 8 th in ft ant, with which your Excellency has been plea.ed to favour us, anc to 
.defire our anfwer, with great deference to that Board, and wit.a profound refpect for 
your Excellency, fubmit this our Anfwer to your gracious confideration. . 

The Direftors General have ftated, « that the Royal Canal Company entered into 
« an Agreement with their Board to complete certain ftipulated parts ot that Canal 
“ for a” fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-l.x pounds feven 
(hillings and ten pence, and did alfo covenant, that in cafe thofe works ftion d 
“ coft more than that fum, the excefs fhould be defrayed by tire Corporation We 
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that in point of' Law, and by the Uriel letter of our Agreement, we are precluded from 
advancing any further demand j but we humbly, yet confidently rely, that the true 
Ipirit of the 'Agreement war, that we fhouJd receive a fum of' money fufficient to 
enable ns to complete the works of which we pave in the Eftimates, and that in 
juft i'ce and honour we Ihould not be bound by Eftimates which, though then be- 
lieved to be correct, are now found to be inadequate, occafioned by the improved 
Plans of Mr. Rennie for the execution of thefe works. 

We beg leave to re prefent to your Excellency, that we conceive the Plans and 
Eftimates of the late Mr. Evans, our former Engineer, are the only documents by 
which “the Corporation can, in Law or Equity, be obliged to adhere; and as it is 
proved that they are not only inefficient but dangerous, would it be eligible in the 
Corporation, or would it be confident in the Diredtors General, to permit the public 
money under their management to be expended on a fyftem which would not 
eventually anfwer the intention of the Legifiature, efpecially where the errors of that 
fyftem (of which the Corporation could not be judges) have been fo glaringly evinced, 
and a contrary Plan recommended by their prefent Engineer Mr. Rennie, whofe ability 
is confidered unqueftionable, and whofe charadter ftands fo high with the Directors - 
General ? — We have felt no fmall gratification by the high commendation which the- 
Directors General have bellowed on our prudence in making choice of an Engineer 
of fuch high character, becaufe it is a tacit acknowledgment that his calculation of the 
expence of the works are corredt. and that thofe of the late Engineer were incorrect ; 
hence We infer, and with juftice as we conceive, that if the Eftimate had been at firft 
made to the extent of the. prefent Eftimate, it would have been readily acceded to. 

We further beg leave to reprefent to your Excellency, that if we fhall not obtain 
a Fund to enable us to execute the work for which we had fuppofed a fufficient fund 
was provided by the Diredtors of Inland Navigation, our valuable Engineer Mr. 
Rennie will withdraw from our fervice, being unwilling to rifque his reputation on 
an undertaking which the Corporation are unable to carry into execution ; and, after, 
fuch a load of debt as we have been hitherto obliged to incur, we cannot look to any 
further Loan. 

The Diredtors General have taken occafion to obferve, that many Individuals of 
the Royal Canal Company are perfons of great opulence, and of a liberal and pub- 
lic fpirit. The obfervation indeed has been very evidently evinced, by their patience 
in perfifting for upwards of fifteen years in a work from which they have not yet 
derived the finalleft return or profit, after the Expenditure of a fum of One hundred 
and feventy-two thoufand pounds, which, if laid out originally in the otljer public 
funds, would this day have produced to them or their families nearly Three hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds, and their prefent Canal Stock, if fold, would not afford fo 
much as Eighty thoufand pounds, leaving fuch a lofs to the Proprietors as can never 
be retrieved, and which has been moll feverely felt by the Widows and Orphans of 
the original Subfcribers, whofe properties were confiderably embarked in the 
Undertaking. 

We therefore- moft humbly and molt earneftly fubmit our cafe to your molt gra- 
cious confideradon, befeeching your Excellency, as you regard the welfare and prof- 
perity of Ireland, that one of the greateft and moft important works ever attempted 
in Ireland, fhall not, after all the exertions which have been made for its completion, 
after all the rifques we have run, and all the Expenditures we have made, be fuffered 
to fall into decay, becdufe an error has been made in the Eftimates of our late Engi- 
neer, and that we are bound to thofe Eftimates by the ftrict Letter of a legal Inftru- 
ment; but that your Excellency, viewing the matter with that liberal and expanded 
mind which always influences your condudt, will make fuch exertions, and ufe fuch 
influence, as wili enable us to complete our Undertaking with great and important 
advantage to the Public. 

We have' the honour to be, &c. 

f Robert Martin. 

(Signed) < W. G. Newcomen. 

t Rcb‘ Deey. 

To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 
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Navigation-office, 15th January 1805. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 

We have received the honour of your Excellency’s commands by bir fcvart 
Nepean’s letter, bearing date the 30th of the laft month, inclofing a copy of a Me- 
morial which your Excellency received from the Diredlors the Royal Canal, dated 
the coth of June 1804, in confequence of the communication made to them of the 
Report of this Board of the 8th of that month, rcfpe&ing their application for the 
"rant of a, further fum to enable them to complete their Canal to Mullingar, and 
bonifying your Excellency’s commands, that we do take the fame into our confideration, 
and report to your Excellency, whether, from any thing therein ftated, we ice any 
reafon for changing the opinion we have given of the impropriety of granting any 
further fum to the faid Company under their prefent Contract ; and if not, whether- 
any mode occurs to us by which the Directors of the Royal Canal can be relieved 
from the embarrafiment they'reprefent themfelv.es to be now under . 

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, we have very maturely conudered 
the Memorial of the Royal Canal Directors in anfwer to our Report, and humbly 
beg leave to fubmit to your Excellency the following oblervadons: 

. The Directors admit that the Royal Canal Company entered into an Agreement 
with this Board to complete certain ftipulated parts of that Canal for alum or 
Ninety-five thcufand eight hundred and: fixty-fix pounds feven flulliugs and ten pence; 
and did alfo covenant, that in cafe thofe works fiiould coft more than that lum, the 
• excefs fhould be defrayed by the Corporation. They admit die general policy of this 
Board ; they believe, that in point of Law, and by the firift Letter of their Agree- 
merit, they are precluded from advancing any further demand ; r.evertheleis, they 
confidently rely, that the true fpirit of the Agreement was, that they fhould receive a 
fum of money fufficient to enable them to complete the works of which they gave in 
the Eftimate. , r 

We do not conceive how that conftru&ion of our Agreement can be .or a 
moment entertained in direft contradiction to a covenant running through every, 
part of that Agreement, repeatedly and diftin&ly difcuffed, and especially flamed for the 
very purpofe of obviating any portability of their making a frefti demand ; the Com- 
pany cannot expert that an Agreement is to band good only on one fide, and that an. 
important Covenant fcr the fecurity of the Public, and upon which, among other 
conditions, the Grant of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty- fix pounds 
feven ihiHings and ten pence was made to them, fhall be of no account: yet they con- 
' fidently rely, that in juftice and honour, that covenant fiiould be of no account, 
becaufe their former Effimates are now found by them to be inadequate to the im- 
proved Plans fince given them for the execution of thcfc Works. . 

We beg leave to ftate to your Excellency the true nature of our Agreement with 
that Company. It confifts of fix feveral and diftin6t Giants, not to exceed in the 
whole the lum of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix pounds feven 
fhillings and ten pence towards completing their Canal to Coolnahay: it was the 
refult of a repeated ncgociation and difcufiion, from their firft demand of Two hundred 
and eighty-two thoufand feven hundred forty-four pounds eighteen ^filings tc 1 carry 
it to the Shannon, till the final adjufiment of the preient terms. It confifts of Grams 
on our part, always exprcffed net exceeding the fpecified fum, and of many and vanous 
important conditions on. the part of the Company, iuited according to the beft of our 
judgments to the extent of the Grants ; bill, with molt liberal attention to tbe then 
exifting circumftances of the Corporation, reviving their credit, and in hiring, with 
prudent management and fpirit on their parts, the perfect execution of their Woiks. 
Had the Grant been different, fo would have been the conditions required from them; 
the execution of the Works is in their hands s and nothing can be further horn the 
fpirit of the Agreement, than any idea that we fiiould extend our Grants upon their 
future Efiimates. The fpirit, as well as the letter of the Agreement, is fimply this : 
That we are to contribute Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix pounds 
feven fhillings and ten pence, and no more ; and the Proprietors are to fin w latever 
further fums may happen to be neCeflary for the completion of the Works: they 
cannot look for a further Grant from us, for the conditions exprefsly provide aga.n^ 
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it. As we are ready to fulfil all the Covenants on our part of the Contra# (on account 
whereof we have already advanced them Forty-two thou fane! pounds) we think 
that, in juftice and honour, the' Company are bound to fulfil' all the Covenants on 
their part. 

The Company represent to your Excellency, that they conceive the Plans and ' 
Eftimares of the late Mr. Evans, their former Engineer, are the only documents by 
which the Corporation can, in Law or Equity, be obliged to adhere. 

We humbly report, that the Corporation are by their Contract bound to make and 
completely finifh, in a good, fufficient, and workmanlike manner, the Canal, according 
to the dime, n (ions prescribed, and to make, ere#, perfe#, and completely finifli, all 
Trackways, Towing Paths, Locks, Sluices, Floodgates, Dams, Aquedufts, Walls, 
Bridges, and other ereftions and buildings which lhall be neceffary for completing the 
f a id Canal, and this without any further aid, even though they fliould coft a greater lum, 
and they are obliged to keep the works in confirant repair. They are even bound to exe- 
cute any fuch further Deed as may be requifice for the corroborating and (Lengthening 
the Contract, and for the further and better fe curing and enforcing the full and due 
performance of all and every Covenant and Covenants therein contained on the part 
of the Royal Canal Company; the Works therefore mud be done, and be well 
done. We do highly commend the prudence of the Company in employing a 
Gentleman of Mr. Rennie’s ability ; the Company will eventually reap the advantage. 
Whether they employ one Gentleman or another to be their Engineer, or whether their 
calculations be correct or not, are indeed matters of confiderable importance to the 
Company, but have no relation to their Contra# with this Board. 

From the corre#nefs of Mr. Rennie, and the incorre#nefs of their late Engineer, 
the Directors infer, that if the Eftimate had been at firft made to the extent of the 
prelent Eftimate, it would have been readily acceded to. 

We allow no fuch inference— had the Corporation infilled upon a demand of Fifty 
thrtufand pounds more than was granted to them, we cannot fay what might have 
been our final refoluiion as to any grant ; but if we had thought it expedient to make 
fuch an extenfive grant, moft certainly we fhould have extended the conditions. 

We will not trouble your Excellency with repeating the many other arguments 
we offered to vour Excellency’s confideration in our Report of the 8th of June, but 
humbly be^ leave to refer thereto ; and in obedience to your Excellency’s Commands, 
we report, That from any thing contained in the Memorial of -the Royal Canal Com- 
pany/we do not fee any reafon for changing the opinion we had then the honour of 
fubmitting to your Excellency. 

Your Excellency further directing us to report, whether any mode occurs to us by 
which the Directors of the Royal Canal can be relieved from the embarraflinent 
they reprefent themfelves to be now under ? 

We humbly report. That no mode occurs to us but fuch as we apprehend the Law 
empowers the Company to adopt; the extending their capital by new Subfcriptions, 
the railing money by Loan, or the Proprietors making Subfcription among them- 
felves with that fpirit which will give the higheft credit to the Company, and lecure 
to them a capital and perfe# Navigation, highly contributing to their own wealth 
and' profperity. , , , 

In obedience to your Excellency’s further commands, we humbly report, That we 
do not confider ourfelves to be authorized, under the A#, to advance a Loan of 
Twentv-five thoufand pounds to the Royal Canal Company out of the. Five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds which has been placed by Parliament under our direflion. 

All which is humbly fubmitted to your Excellency’s confideration, by 
Your Excellency’s moft obedient 

and moft humble Servants, 

f i S. Hamilton. 

(Signed) < Hans Blackwood, 
i Rob'- Rut t ledge. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 

&c. &c. See., 
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Dublin CaRle, 30th January 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the Lord Lieutenant’s commands to acquaint you, that his Excellency 
has received your Report of the 15th inftant, upon the Memorial of the Directors of 
the Royal Canal, dated the 30th of June 1804, refpedting their application for the 
grant of a further fum, to enable them to complete their Canal to Mullingar. 

In which Report you date, that, from any thing contained in the faid Memorial 
of the Royal Canal Company, you do not fee any reafon for changing the opinion 
you fubmitted to his Excellency in your former Report of the 8th of June; alfo 
Rating, in anfwer to his Excellency’s further dire&ions, that you do not confider your- 
felves to be authorized, under the A£t, to advance a Loan of Twenty-five thoufand 
pounds to the Royal Canal Company, out of the Five hundred thoufand pounds 
placed by Parliament under your direction. 

His Excellency is perfectly convinced, by the arguments which you have adduced in 
your different Reports on this fubje< 5 t,of the impropriety of granting any further aid to 
the Royal Canal Company under the prefent Contraft ; but his Excellency is fo ftrongly 
impreffed with the’ great importance (as well with a view to the general IntercR, as 
to that of the City of Dublin) of fupporting, by a proper and feafonable aid, one of 
the principal Navigations of Ireland, and which, paffing through a country already 
in an improved Rate of cultivation, cannot fail in proportion as it advances, to con- 
tribute materially to the fupply of the Metropolis: That upon thefe grounds his 
Excellency has commanded me to exprefs his defire to know. Whether, upon a full 
confideration of all the circumRances of this particular cafe of the Royal Canal Com- 
pany ; the evidently defedtive ERimate of Mr. Evans their former Engineer, the dif- 
pofition manifeRed by the Company to execute their works under the advice and 
direction of one of the ableft and moR experienced Engineers of the kingdom ; the 
difadvantages of the high price, both of contract labour and materials ; the preffure 
which may probably Rill further embarrafs the affairs of the Company ; and above 
all, the extenfive effedt which a failure might produce, when fuch a misfortune 
might have been prevented by a timely aid from the Public Money entrufled to the 
Board of Navigation, you confider yourfelves precluded from giving to the Royal 
Canal Company any further afiiRance of any defcription, or under any form ? 

I have the honour to be. 



Biredlors of Inland Navigation, 
&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, 

Your moR obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) A.Marjden. 



Navigation-office, 13th February 1805. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 

■ We are honoured with your Excellency’s commands by Mr. Secretary Marfden’s 
letter of the 30th of January, fignifying, that your Excellency is perfedtly convinced, 
by the arguments which we have adduced in our different Reports, of the impropriety 
of granting any further aid to the Royal Canal Company under the prefent Contradf * 
but that your Excellency is fo Rrongly impreffed with the great importance (as well 
with a view to the general intereR as to that of the City of Dublin) of fupporting by 
a proper and feafonable aid, one of the principal Navigations of Ireland, and which, 
paffing through a country already in an improved Rate of cultivation, ' cannot fail in 
proportion as it advances, to contribute materially to the fupply of the Metropolis: 
That upon thefe grounds your Excellency defires to know, Whether, on full confidera- 
tion of all the circumRances of this particular cafe of the Royal Canal Company, the 
evidently defedlive ERimate of Mr. Evans their former Engineer, the difpofition 
manifeRed by. the Company to execute their works under the advice and direction 
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of one of the ableft and moft experienced Engineers of the Kingdom ; the difadvan- 
tages of the high price, both of contra# labour and materials ; the preffure which 
may probably ftill further embarrafs the affairs of the Company, and above all, the 
extenfive effe# which a failure might produce, when fuch a misfortune might have 
been prevented by a timely aid from the Public Money entrufled to the Board of 
Navigation, we confider ourfelves precluded from giving to the Royal Canal Com- 
pany any further aiTiltance of any dcfcription, or under any form ? 

We humbly report to your Excellency, that no application is made to us by the 
Royal Canal Company, except for an increafe of the fum already granted to them 
under the faith and conditions of their Contra# ; and in humble duty, we beg 
leave to affure your Excellency, that the confiderations with which your Ex- 
cellency is impreffed did not efcape our full attention in the Agreement we made, 
but were very principal motives in us to recommend to your Excellency a Grant 
of fo great a fum as Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred Pounds. Had we not 
had a view to the general intereft of the Country, and to the fupply of the Metro- 
polis ; had the Navigation paffed through a barren tra#, or had the Company been 
in a flourifhing ftate, not fubje# to the embarraffments under which their affairs 
then unqueftionably laboured, we might not have thought ourfelves juftified in 
difpenfmg to that one Navigation fo great a portion of the fum entrufled to us. They 
are not engaged to complete their Line fo far as to the Shannon, but only to a certain 
point of their fummit level, which infures the conftant lupply of Dublin, and gives 
them a commanding fituation, from whence their Navigation may be hereafter ex- 
tended to the Shannon, and whitherfoever elfe their intereft may dire# ; when they 
fhall have fulfilled their engagement to that point, we think they will have a juft 
claim to fuch further aid as our Board, under the approbation of your Excellency, 
and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, may deem expedient, to enable them to ex- 
tend their Line further. 

Permit us humbly to obferve to your Excellency, that this Contra# does not 
ftand under the fame predicament as a common Contraft with an Artifan for work to 
be executed by him for the ufe of another perfon ; the whole Canal, and every con- 
ftru#ion on it, is the property of the Company ; the iffues and profits are theirs j fuch 
of the Proprietors as poffefs Lands through which the Line runs, or in ics neigh- 
bourhood, have an additional benefit in the rife of their rents. The work, the plan,, 
and the execution is theirs, and for their profit; and, with your Excellency’s ap- 
probation, and that of the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, this Board have 
contributed Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred Pounds towards it. They work 
for themfelves, and what further fums they fhall expend in the improvement of 
their property, and the perfe# execution of their works, will in the end be a 
fource of additional gain to themfelves ; and we have no doubt that the intereft of the 
money they lay out in that manner will be much more than repaid hereafter, in favings 
upon the repairs and maintenance of the works. The advantage of this Navigation will 
doubtlefs be very great to the Public, and fo, proportionably, will be the profit to the 
Proprietors. Confident of the good fenfe, the abiliry, and the liberal fpirit of the 
Members of the Company, and of the great income which they will derive from the 
Navigation, we know not how to entertain an apprehenfion of a failure on their part, 
though the particular circumftances of the Country occafion the prefent high prices 
of labour and materials. The Company very naturally may wifh to haften the work, 
that they may the fooner come into the receipt of the emoluments ; they may willi 
to avoid paying intereft for a new Loan, or advancing the fum requifite from their 
own means, or leffening their Dividends by extending their capital, and opening it to 
new Subfcribers, and they may therefore defire to obtain ftill more money from the 
Public ; but if they fail after a grant of Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred Pounds, 
and being enabled, by the confequent revival of their credit, to raife Loans of One 
hundred and feventy thoufand Pounds, we think the fault will lie folely at their own 
door. We feel the refponfibility under which we ftand in the whole range of our duty 
to your Excellency, to the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, to the Public, and to the 
Parliament, and we (hall endeavour to maintain the confidence repofed in us by a 
conftant, faithful, and diiigent attention to every part of our duty, and by a fteady in- 
tegrity 
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■ferity in the execution of the truft: committed to us j and fliould the Company fail 
in“he'ir engagement, renounce the pledge they have entered into, and difappoint 
the expeftations they encouraged, we may ftand refponfible for having already re- 
commended fo extraordinary an aid as Ninety-five thoufarid eight hundred Pounds 
to this Company towards completing a part only of their Navigation to the Shannon. 
•But we truft, that our zealous defire for the public good, for the fupply of tne City 
of Dublin, for the fupportofan important Navigation, and die revival of a finking 
Corporation, will excufe and relieve us from an imputation of unwarrantable profufion 
in that Grant. 

In purfuance of your Excellency’s commands, that we fhould report, Whether we 
confider ourfelves precluded from giving to the Royal Canal Company, any further 
affiftance of any defcription, or under any form ?— We humbly reprefent to your 
Excellency, that, in any application made to us by that Company, they have not 
p-one out of the line of their prefent Contraft, otherwife than to afk a greater ium of 
money ; what further affiftance of any other defcription, or under any other form, out 
of the bounds of their Contract they may defire, we do not yet know, and are therefore 
without the means upon which to found an opinion. 



All which is humbly fubmitted to your Excellency’s confideration with the utmoft 
•duty and refpedt. 

By your Excellency’s moft faithful 

And moft obedient Servants, 



His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
<kc. &c. &c. 



C S. Hamilton. 

(Signed) < Hans Blackwood. 

£ Robert Ruttledge. 



Royal 
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Royal Canal Houfe, 28th February 1805. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to fend herewith the Fourth Account of Money expended 
by the Royal Canal Company, being part of the fum of Ninety-five thoufand eight 
hundred and fix ty- fix pounds feven [hillings and'ten pence, granted by the Directors 
of Inland Navigation to the Royal Canal Company, by which it appears that they 
have expended, from the 10th of November 1804 to the 1 8 th of February 1805, the 
fum of Nine thoufand feven hundred and T wenty-five poilnds ten [hillings and eleven 
pence, which, with the balance of the laft Account of Three hundred and twenty-five 
pounds ten [hillings and five pence, makes, in the whole, a fum of Ten thoufand and 
fifty-one pounds one [hilling and four pence, on which the Company now claim a 
fum of Ten thoufand pounds, purfuant to their Agreement with the Navigation 
Board ; and 1 am defired by the Court of Directors of the Royal Canal Company, to 
requeft you will lay the fame before the Directors General, and that they will be 
pleafed to take the fame into confideration, and to grant the fum now claimed on 
account of the execution of the following Works viz. 

On account of the execution of the various Works on that part of? 

the Line between Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar - \ 

On account of the execution of the intended Supply-Cut from Mul- 7 
lingar to Lough Owell - - - - - -5 

And on account of that part of the Line from Mullingar to f 
Coolnahay - - - - - - - - - j 



£. 10,000 




The Directors of the Royal Canal Company beg leave to oblerve. That in the 
foregoing application, they have been under the necefilty of including the fum of 
£,- 2,207. 3. 2. for the Supply-Cut from Mullingar to Lough Owell, notwith- 
ftanding they have already received one thoufand pounds on that account, which [till 
remains to be accounted forj but the Canal to Thomastown being nearly completed, 
and from thence to Mullingar in fuch a forward ftate, as to give every hopes of its 
completion in the courfe of this year, renders the Supply-Cut an object requiring 
their immediate attention, and therefore hope the Directors General will not objedt to 
the Grant of the fum now claimed on that account. 

The Line to Coolnahay being alfo an objcdt of confideration, it is the intention of 
the Directors to commence the execution of that part, on receipt of the Grant now 
applied for. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 

William Gregory, Efq. (Signed) Mark Kerr , Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 



£. s. d. 
5,237 12 8 

2,207 3 2 

2 >55S 4 2 
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The Fourth Account of Money expended by the Royal Canal Company, 
bein'* part of the Cum of £. 95,866. 7. 10. granted by the Direftors General of 
Inland Navigation in Ireland, to the faid Royal Canal Company, towards com- 
pleting the faid Canal from the River Liffey in the County of the City of Dublin, 
to Coolnahay in the County of Weftmeath, purfuant to their Agreement of the 3d 
day of November 1801 with the faid Direftors General, appointed under and by 
virtue of a certain Aft of Parliament, paffed in the 40th year of the reign of His 
-prefcnt Majefty, intituled, “ An Aft for granting unto His Majefty the fum of 
“ Five hundred tboufand pounds for promoting Inland Navigation in Ireland, and 
<■ for the other purpofes therein mentioned ; and for authorizing the raifing of 
cc the faid fum by Loan.” 



EXPENDITURE on that part of the Line of the Royal Canal, between 
Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar, from the icth day of Novem- 
ber 1804 to the 1 8th day of February 1805. 



Paid Mich 1 Ternan, Pay Clerk, to pay 
a return on account of fund ry works, 
to the - - - - 10th November 1804 


£■ *■ d - 
1,990 II 


. £■ s. d. 


More, to pay George Knowles, Infpec- 
tor of Malonry, one quarter’s fal ary, 
due the ----- 1 8th D° 


56 17 6 




More, to pay Meffrs. Pixton and Or- 
mond, for work done near Mullingar 
(with Am' of Warr* N" 14) 2nd D“ — 


18 1 6 7 




More, to pay W m Brenan, on account 
of Lots N° 5 2i, 22, 23, & 25, as alfo 
N os 14, 15, 16, & 17, to the 10th D° — 


180 




More, to pay a return on account of 
fundry works, to the - 8th Dec. 


2,396 1 7 




More, to pay Rob' Adams, on account 
of Timber for Lock Gates 24th D° — 


55 s S — 




■More, to pay a return for pumping Wa- 
ter out of the Lock Fits between 
Thomastown and Mullingar 27th D” — 


274 l6 4 




More, to pay James Murray, Refident 
Engineer, on account of his falary, 

5 SiftD" - 


150 




More, to pay J. A. Jones, Affiftant En- 
gineer, Bab" of falary to the 9th Jan' 1805 


I 15 — — 




More, to pay a return on account of 
fundry works, to the - - 5th Jan T — 


1,656 13 2 




More, to pay a return on account of 
fundry works, to the - - 2d Feb y — - 


1,636 12 9 




More, to pay for four Barrels of Gun- 
powder, for the works near Mullin- 
oir ------ i8thFeb v — 

0 


3 * 7 — 




■Amount of Expenditure from Thomas- 
towH to Mullingar - - Carr d forw d 


' - - * 


9,2 2 y IO II 



169. Y y 
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£■ a 


£. s. d. 


Amount brought forward - - - j 


“ " ■ " 


9,225 IO II 


Expenditure on the Sea Lock adjoining the 
River Liffey, North Lots : 

More, to pay Rob' Adams, on account 
of Elm and Oak Timber, for Sea 
Lock and Gates - - 28thjan y 1805 




O-v 

O 

0 

1 

1 


To which add a balance due the Royal 
Canal Company on the Third Account 
of Expenditure - - - -- -- - 




9,725 IO II 
325 10 5 


Total now claimed - - £. 


10,051 1 4 



Mark Kerr , Secretary. 
Mich. Ternan, Pay Clerk. 



County of f Sir William Gleadowe Newcomen, Bart. Treafurer to the 

the City of Dublin, J Royal Canal Company, came before me this day* and maketh 

to wit. (oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that the foregoing is a true 

Abftradt from the Company’s Accounts, compared with the Vouchers •, that the 

amount thereof, Ten thoufand and fifty- one pounds one (hilling and four pence, has 
been paid as therein fet forth, and that he believes the fame to have been expended 
on and for account of the works of the Royal Canal Navigation, between Thomas- 
town or Griffinstown and Mullingar, and on the intended Sea Lock adjoining the 
River Liffey. 

Sworn before me, this ,2.8th .February 1805. 

TV. G. Newcomen. Hu. Cr others. 



We, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Royal 
Canal, do certify, That we have examined the above Account, and compared it 
with the Company’s Books; that the fame is true,; and that we verily believe the 
money has been expended on the works of the Royal Canal Navigation, between 
Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar, and on the intended Sea Lock adjoining 
the River Liffey. 

Rob' Martin , Chairman. 

Ab m Bradley King, Deputy : Chairman.- 

With refpeft to 'the Supply-Cut— The works' from Newcaflle to Thomastown 
Road are in that forward ftate, that the Navigation to the latter will be opened by 
the 1 ft of June next, and the Canal from thence to Mullingar by the lft of Novem- 
ber next, at which period it will be abfolutely necefftr.y to have the Supply-Cut 
completed; the execution of which (no part of the work being a matter of.difficulty) 
can be effected in due time by the application of. a number of hands who will be 
difengaged from the works now completing. Under that impreffion, the .Company 
, proceeded with the execution of their Line to Thomastown and Mullingar, feeling 
that the Supply-Cut, if executed, would not only be ufelefs, buc be . liable to injury, 
until the Line to Mullingar fhould be completed ; whenever it (hall be commenced, 
the execution will be carried on fo.vigoroufly, that the„£. 1,000. now.in hands would 
fcarcely pay one month’s return. 
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SEA LOCK. 

In the Third Account of the Company’s Expenditure, the amount for the Sea 
Lock is £. 566. 19. 8. — In the laid Account, the charge for the fame Account is, 
/. 500. ; the Expenditure for the balance will be proved in the next Account. ^ Early 
in the laft month, Mr. Rennie was written to for a proper perfon to ereCt and wo k 
■the Steam Engine now in the Company’s poffeffion at the North Wall, the payment 
for which has not been brought into any Expenditure ; and as- foon as that perfon 
arrives, the Engine will be ere&ed, and the execution of the Sea Lock will imme- 
diately commence. 

(Signed) 

9th March 1805. 



Mark Kerr 



Navigation-office, 12th March 1805. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board have received your letter of the 28th ult. inclofing the Fourth 
Account of Money expended by the Royal Canal Company, being part of the fum of 
Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix pounds feven fhillings and ten pence, 
granted to the laid Canal Company, by which it appears, that they have expended 
from the 10th of November 1804 to the 18th of February 1805, the fum of Nine 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-five pounds ten Poillings and eleven pence, which, 
with the balance of the laft Account of Three hundred and twenty-five pounds ten 
fhillings and five pence, make .a fum of Ten thoufand and .fifty-one pounds one {hilling 
and four pence, on which you now claim the fum of ien thoufand pounds, purfuant 
to your Agreement with this Board; and requefting, that the faid fum may be granted' 
on account of the execution of the following Works; viz. 



On' account of the execution of the various Works on that part of? 
the Line between Thomastown or Griffinstown and Mullingar - \ 

On account of the execution of the intended Supply-Cut from Mul -7 
lingar to Lough Owell - - - - - - -j 

And, on account of that part of the Line from Mullingar toj 



5> 2 37 



Coolnahay 



2,207 3 a 



2,555 



£. io,coo ■ 



I am directed by the Board to acquaint you, that, as one-fifth is to be referved till 
the final completion of the Work, the total fum which you are for the prefenc entitled 
to receive under your Contrail, on account of the works from Thomastown or Grif- 
finstown to Mullingar, amounts to Forty-four thoufand two hundred and twenty-one 
pounds fourteen fhillings and five pence ; of that fum you have already received 
Thirty- nine thoufand pounds, which leaves a fum ot F ive thoufand two hundred and 
twenty-one pounds fourteen (hillings and five pence payable to you on that account, 
.'being Fifteen pounds eighteen fhillings and three pence lefs than the fum you have 
demanded on that divifion ; the Board have therefore deducted that fum from your 
faid demand, and have made an addition of a like fum to the amount, to be granted you 

on account of the Works from Mullingar to Coolnahay. 

And 1 am all’o directed to acquaint you, that the Board have given directions to 
:their Law Agents to caufe the neceffary recognizance to' be entered into by the 
Company. 

In yourdetter of the 28th ult. you alfo reprefented, that you have included the fum 
of Two thoufand two hundred and feven pounds three (hillings and two pence for the 
-Supply-Cut from Mullingar to Lough Owell, notwithstanding you have already 
received One thoufand pounds on that account, which flill remains to be accounted 
:for..; but the .Canal to ’'ihomastown being nearly completed, and from thence to Mul- 
lingar, 
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linear in fudi a forward date as to give every hope of its completion in the courfe of 
this' year, renders the Supply-Cut an objeft requiring your immediate attention ; and 
•you therefore expieffed an hope, that the Boaid would not objeft to the Grant of the 
fum now claimed on that account. I am directed to Inform you, that the Board have 
not (truck out that fum from your demand, as the whole does not amount to four-fifths 
of yourContradt on that divifion of your works ; but the Board requeft, that the Account 
of the Expenditure of that fum may be furnifhed, as you propofe, with as much difpatch 
as may be .convenient to you. 

-By Order of the Board. 

The Directors of (Signed) William Gregory, 

"The Royal Canal Company. 



To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Dire&ors General of Inland 
Navigation, in Ireland. 

The MEMORIAL of the Royal -Canal Company, 

Humbly fheweth, ■ ' 

That Memorialifts did on the 5th of April lift, prefent a Memorial to the 
■Directors General of Inland Navigation, dating, That in confidence of erroneous 
■Eftimates made by their late Engineer, and many other caufes therein fet forth, they 
would be incapable of fulfilling their engagement with the Directors General from 
Thomastown or Griffinstown to Mullingar, foralefs fum than Twenty-nine thoufand 
'and twenty-three pounds one (hilling and five pence, in addition to the original Grant 
for that purpofe ; and it has been fince afeertained, that a further fum of Twenty 
thoufand nine hundred and feventy-fix pounds eighteen (hillings and feven pence 
will be neceffary to execute the feveral works comprized in their Contraft, making • 
•in the whole, a fum of Fifty thoufand pounds beyond the fum originally eftimated by 
Mr. Evans. 

Memorialifis were encouraged to make this application, and tor eprefent their clairn, 
upon a principle -of Equity, conceiving, that as they had given a full equivalent in 
the reduction of their Tolls for the benefit of the Public, the fum to be granted by 
-the Dire&ors General would have been Sufficient to complete all the Works under 
faid Contract. 

Memorialifis felt the ftrongeft confidence that the Directors General, when utisfied 
by Mr. Rennie, the Engineer at prefent employed by the Company, of the fallacy of 
the former Eftimates, and of the impoffibility of executing the Works on .thofe terms, 
every deficiency would have been readily fupplied by the Truftees of the public 
Money in carrying on a work of fuch magnitude and difficulty, and of fuch great im- 
portance to the City of Dublin, and the Kingdom at large. 

Your Memorialifis at the fame time beg to affure you, that in making this further 
representation to your Honourable Board, after the anfwer you were pleafed to give 
to their former Memorial, they are not merely actuated by a natural concern for the 
welfare of thofe who are interefted in the Royal Canal, but by an anxious defire 
to fulfil their engagement in the execution of a great and important work, in a 
manner that will be creditable to themfelves and advantageous to the Public ; it was 
upon thefe grounds, and under a ftrong fenfe of the refponfibility with which 
they are veiled, as Directors of a great Company, that your Memorialifts have had 
different communications with His Majefty’s Government of Ireland upon the date 
of their affairs, and upon the means of attaining that aid which their prefent circum- 
- fiances require; and having underftood, from a communication which they had in 
December* laft with Sir Evan Nepean, then Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, 
that, without reference to the Contrail made with your Honourable Board, forme 
hope might be entertained, that, as Truftees of the money fo liberally granted 
by Parliament for the improvement of Inland Navigation, you might poffibly not 
feel the fame objeftion to allow a further aid to the Royal Canal Company, indepen- 
dently of the exifting Contract, and without reference to their former Statement. 

Your 
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Your Memorialifts therefore now beg leave to folicit, on behalf of the Company., 
fuch- aid as you may deem it proper to afford under all the circumftances of the 
-cafe, with which you are fo well acquainted, and the force of which you are able fo 
j uftly to appreciate. 

Your Memorialifts flatter themfelves, that in making this application, they fhall 
not be confidered as requefting any .thing which your Honourable Board has not full 
authority to grant ; at the fame time they beg leave further to reprefent, that if it 
4 hall appear more expedient to grant to the Company a certain aid under another 
form, that they are ready, with great thankfulnefs, to accept fuch aid by way of 
Loan, without intereft, and to be repaid by regular inftalments after the completion 
of the Line, out of the firft monies that (hall arife from the Tolls, fo foon as the 
Dividend upon the Shares exceeds Six per cent. If the Directors General of Naviga- 
tion fhall be pleafed to grant an aid of either defcription, whether generally, or by 
■way of Loan, your Memorialifts entertain the moft fanguine expectations .from 
the Report of their Engineer, that in the courfe of the prefent year, the Navigation 
-will be completed to Mullingar ; but on the other hand, they cannot avoid entertaining 
the moft ferious aprehenfion, that under all the circumftances of their .prefent Gcuation, 
•encumbered as they are by a load of intereft, that they fhall find it impoffible from 
-any refources which they may be fuppofed to poffefs, or which they may be able to 
-create, toraife the necefiary lupply for carrying on this great National Work, which 
;has been already retarded by unforefeen difficulties, and to prevent its being absolutely 
ifulpended for an indefinite period. 

Your Memorialifts therefore moft earneftly hope that this 
Honourable Board will take tnis application into their ferious 
-confideration, and afford fuch relief to your Memorialifts as 
may, in their opinion, be beft adapted to the urgency of 
rtheir. affairs at the prefent crifis. 



Navigation-office, 19th March 1805. 

^Gentlemen, 

The Directors General have received your .Memorial, dated the 4th inftant, 
tfefpe&ing two additional Grants of Twenty-nine thoufand .and twenty-three pounds 
<one ffiilling and five pence, and of Twenty thoufand nine hundred and feventy-fix 
;.pounds eighteen thillings and feven pence, for the works on the Royal Canal, com- 
prifed-in-your Contract ; and further reprefenting, that if it fhall appear more expedient 
.to grant to the Company a certain aid under another form, that you are ready to ac- 
cept fuch aid by way of Loan, without intereft, and to be repaid by regular inftalments 
.after the .completion of the Line, out of the firft monies that fhail arife from the 
Tolls, fo foon as the Dividend upon the Shares exceeds Six .per cent. 

The Board have very deliberately re-con'fidered your application, and do not hefitate 
to perform their part of the engagement for that work, which you have -contracted to 
-execute at your own proper cofts and charges., upon the grant of a fum not exceed- 
ing in the whole amount the fum df Ninety-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-fix 
■pounds ■feven fhillings and ten pence, without any further aid, though the faid works 
-fhould coft a greater fum, of which you have received Forty-two thoufand. pounds, 
•exclufive of a fubfifting demand of Ten thoufand pounds, which \s in courfe of 
•allowance. Your prefent propofition does not depart from the terms of your ContraCl, 
•otherwife than in demanding a. greater fum, with which the Board cannot comply, 
-for the many reafons which have been given in the dilcuflion df this -fubjecl;. 

The Loan which you defire, free of intereft, to be repaid by inftalments when the 
Line fhall 'be completed, and when -your Dividends lhall exceed Six per cent, would be 
in effeCt a prefent, though not .a perpetual -grant ; --it refers to nothing if ic does not 
refer to your engagement : the whole tenor of your Memorial fhews that it is -ft ill 
iconneCted with the purpofe of your Contract, and therefore not proper for the Board 
so -comply with, if it were. in their power, to make fuch a Loan. 

.4:6^. -Z z ‘ The 
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The Board are happy to obferye the fpirit and expedition with which you are 
j),u(hii:g forward your works, and the anxious defire you exprefs to fulfil your engage- 
ment, perfuaded that a fpeedy acquifition of income from thence will amply reward 
your pains, and that a prefent Loan raifed among the Members of your own body 
will imprefs the Public with that high opinion of your zeal and credit which muft 
eventually refult to your own profit, and raife your Stock to that value which you 
have a juft right to expedl from the profpedt of fo great and etTcdlive a Navigation. 

By Order of the Board. 



The Diredlors of 
The Royal Canal Company. 



(Signed) William Gregory. 



Sir, 

I am defired by the Court of Directors of the Royal Canal to acquaint you, 
that a Committee from the Royal Canal Company will wait on the Directors 
General of Inland Navigation at their Board to-morrow, at one o’clock, in order 
to communicate fome very important matters relative to the Royal Canal ; and 
they diredt me to hope it may not be inconvenient to the Diredtors General to fee 
the Committee. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. 8cc. 



William Gregory, Efq. 



(Signed) Mark Kerr , Sec 7 . 



Navigation-office, 7th May 1805. 
Sir, 

The Board have received your note, fignifying, that a Committee from the 
Royal Canal Company will wait on the Diredtors General, in order to communicate 
fome very important matters relative to the Royal Canal : 

And I am djredled to acquaint you, that the Board will be ready to receive the 
Committee at one o’clock this day, or at the fame hour to-morrow. 



Mark Kerr, Efq. &c. 



By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

in the ablence of the Sec 7 . 



Navigation-office, 8th May 1805. 

Sir, 

A Deputation from the Royal Canal Company having yefterday reprelented to 
the Board, that, in cutting their Line in the deep finking near Mullingar, ftrata of 
Limeftone Rock, about nine feet deep, have appeared, extending in the whole 
about 60 perches in length ; that the time which it will take to cut fo much of their 
Navigation through that rock, 24 feet wide at bottom, and 44 feet wide at top, 
agreeably to the terms of their Contradl, will add a delay of one year in the com- 
pletion of the work : That the Hope required in the Canal, was calculated for the 
liability of the banks of earth, but is not necefl'ary, where the Canal is cut through a 
rock ; that if the Board will difpenfe with the dimensions required by the Contradl, 
and permit fo much as the 60 perches above-mentioned to be conftrudted only twenty- 
eight or thirty feet at the water furface, they fii all be enabled to finilh the work from 
Dublin to Mullingar in the courle of this feafon, and that the fpeedy colledtion of the 
Revenue upon the Navigation is of the moll important confequence to the Com- 
pany : That no inconvenience to the Trade can happen, the Line being ftraight, fo 
that the Boats will fee each other before they enter this narrow part ; and that the 
diftance is fo ffiort, that the delay of one Boat waiting till the other Xhall have palled 
through, will not exceed one minute 



1 am 
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I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Company, that the Con- 
T ract mull ftand in all its conditions; but, for the prcfent, the Boaid floall be latisfied 
with the Company making the Canal for the faid fixty perches through the Rock, 
twenty-four feet broad at bottom, and only twenty-eight or thirty feet wide at the 
water furface, but of the depth required throughout the Line ; and when the whole 
work ihall be completed, the Board may be better able to judge, whether the conve- 
nience of the Navigation renders it expedient to make the part above-mentioned of 
the fame dimenfions as the reft, and to come to fuch conclufion as may be agreeable 
to Law ; and ihall receive the approbation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
and the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Henry R. Paine, 

Mark Kerr, Efq. Sec '7 in the abjence of the Sec*. 

To the Royal Canal Company. 
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